


Fort Saint George, Marine Consultation, 30th March 1958.

From J. W.-DALRYMPLE, Esq., Under Secretary tothe Government of India ;
to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, dated the 22nd
January 1858, No. 120.

Sir,

[ am directed to forward the accompanying copy of a letter, No. 2008, dated the 18th Ulti-
mo, from the Secretary to the Government of Bombay, and its enclosure, relative to a complaint
* made by the Marine Board at Madras, of the want of power .in any authority at Madras, to con-

trol the internal economy of Vessels of the Indian Navy, placed at the disposal of the Government
of Fort Saint George, and to request that the Right Honorable the Governor iin Council: will fa-
vour the Government of India with such observations as he may wish to offer on the subject.

2. You are requested at the same time to furnish a copy of the letter from the Marine Board,
which has called forth the comments of the Commander-in-Chief ‘of the Indian Navy, together
with a eopy of the correspondence that has taken place between the Governments of Madras vand
n
Bombay.

From Colonel P. M. MELVILL, Secretary to Government of Bombay; to C. BEADON,
Isq., Secretary tothe Government of India, dated Bombay Castle, 18th December
1857, No. 2008.
DIR,

[ am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to request that you will be
pleased to submit to the Government of India, the accompanying copy’of a letter from the
Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Navy, No. 1401, dated 80th Ultimo, coramenting on a létter
from the Marine Board at'Madras to the Madras Government.

The irregularity commented on, will ‘no doubt, be corrected,  when the amalgdmation of the
Bengal Marine with the Indian Navy is perfected.

Meanwhile, the Government.of ‘Fort Saint George has ‘been informed, that it is the opinion
of this Government, that the Vessels which .carry the Pendant ‘and belong to the Indian Navy
must be subject, ‘wherever they may be, to the orders of the Commander-in-Chief of the' Indian
Navy, and the Rulesand Regulations of their own service ; that such Vessels can be at the disposal
of the Madras Government only for such service as they may be specially required to “perform ;
that the Madras' Government may assign to them the ‘duties -which they ‘are to execute and may
direct their movements from place to place, but ' that it does not-appear to this Government desir-
able that either the 'Government or the Marine Board at ‘Madras ‘should exercise any further ;
control over, or interference with, the interior ‘economy or -accounts or discipline of the Ships of
the Indian Navy.

From Commodore G. G. WELLESLEY, c. 8., . N., Commander-in-Chief, Indian Navy ; to the
Right Honorable 'LORD ELPHINSTONE, '¢. ¢. 1., Governor and 'President in
Council, dated Bombay, the 30th November, No. 1401 of 1857,

My Lorbp,

With vegard to the letter, No, 316 of the 27th - January last, from ‘the ‘Marine Board of
Madras to the Chief Secretary to Gavernment, which accompanied ‘Secretary Colonel Mevill's
letter, No. 1708 of the 24th Ultimo, I would observe, with reference to the 2nd and 8rd paras :
that they relate to a subject on which I would earnestly request your Lordship in Council to ob-
tain a clear and definite Notification from the Government of India; or, if need be, from the
Hon'ble the Courtiof Directors.

2. Itismota guestion-as to whether the'Government of Madras is to tinterfere with “ the
internal ‘arrangements, &c., of Vesséls which belong:to that 'Presidency,” but whether ‘the Vessels
of the Indian Navy are, on being detached for temporary Service, to -be-so interfered with,—
such.a system cannot answer, and, if in the proposed amalgamation, which is:yet I believe under
consideration, it.be intended to.give such a power,it would in wy opinion ‘be much ‘better rthe
amalgamation should not take place,—I have used the expression ‘‘detached for ‘temporary
Service,” because the .Indian Navy forms one whole, and its Vesselsare all liable to be ordered
any where, that the exigencies of the Public Service require, and none of them can be considered
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Fort Saint George, Marine Con

sultation, 30th March 1858.
as belonging to one Presidency only, and not to another,—
Prince Arthur, forming part of the Indian Navy,
of the service.

and the (.'();'Olll’ITI!]t'/,

Dalhousie, and
must be conformed to the ge

neral Regulations

3. Your Lordship in Council will observe that the Marine Boar
power is vested in any authority at Madras to check the Accounts iy
visions, or in fact exercise any control except as regards the Servi::
employed.'.’ These points I need not observe are also subject to fixed Rul i
whole Indian Navy, and are checked and controlled by the Auditor Gene ules o
px:ehend how the Officers are to keep accounts if at each Presidency the‘;rn e s o
with, nor can I see the slightest necessity for such a proceeding T(;\ “‘1\1,“0!'3] <y mter{‘ey:e(l
Na\i'y have at various times been placed at the disposal of the DéOmme Iess‘e ; .of the Indian
Majesty’s Naval Forces in China, and elsewhere, and their expenses been "ﬁ“f‘r-m-(,h;ef o .I.Ier
Government, but the Admiral never advocated a claim to interfere i t(; fl‘l s sy e
satisfied that the vessels conformed to the Instructions and Regulationsnof t‘he;el X

complain that “no
expenditure of Stores or pro-
e on which the Vessel is to be

matters, but was

' 1dian Navy,

4. The Marine Board remark in the latter part of the 2nd para: that “ it is doubtful
: is doubtfu

whether he (the Officer Commanding) would not be bo :

the Commander-in-Chief of the Indi:|)1 Navy, however :tm\lratr(?m:lc):y:il:i Ord‘e;:s rec_elved f.rom
from this Government. With regard to this control of the Commander-inl.)g]v'l?fu sflnstructx(?ns
Navy over the Vessels which are on duty at the other Presidencies, T would r::m (L t}he S
Commission from the Hon'ble Court of Directors, I am placed in subordination ‘:l:l;het l(gt b?' e
General of India, and the Governor in Council at Bombay, and to none other : and thow'mor
missions of the Officers of the Indian Navy direct them to obey the orders of ;henGOV ?r b
Council at Bombay, or their superior Officers, according to the Rules and discipline of \‘;V:: : "ll
apprehend therefore that there can be no doubt as to whose orders should be obeyed, .

5. The subject of this letter is one of deep importance to the discipline and efficiency of the

Indian Navy. It is only fair to the Officers (especially those Commanding Vessels) that the

should know under whose authority they are serving. Quile recently cases have occurred of m{:
Vessels of the Indian Navy at Calcutta, acting under orders from the Supreme Government
altering the established scale of pay and complements of the Vessels, and holding Courts Martial
without any communication to the Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Navy, of what has
taken place. Inthe case of the Coromandel, although the Commander should according to
Rule have sent into my Office a copy of all correspondence, not one line upon the subject of the
qualities of the Vessel has been forwarded. I do not state this as a matter of complaint against
any of the Officers, but simply as a fact, and which is deserving of consideration. ve

6. There are now three Screw Steam Ships belonging to the Indian Navy, which
placed at the disposal of the Madras Government, and it is essential that it shoul(’l be k al'”c
whether they are, while thus employed, to be considered as relieved from the Rules wl oy
the rest, for if such is to be the case, I must acknowledge that I do not rightly com
position these Vessels and their Officers are to occupy.

iich govern
prehend the

No. 5. To tHE SECRETARY T0 THE GOVERNMENT oF INDIA, Home DEpantaes
Saint George, the 24th March 1858, No. 130. ;

SIR,

T, dated Fort

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council
5 1, to acknowled Ak
Decemf)er 1857,) from the Secretary to the Government of Bombay and its enclosure, rel t? e
complaint made by the Marine Board at Madras of the want of power in any ﬁl;tho’y : :fyat }:vc; etota.
ere, to

control the internal economy of Vessels of the Indian Navy placed i
tt
ment of Fort Saint George. 5 AT P e O

2 The Right Honorable the Governor in Council is requested to favor the G
of India with such observations as he may wish to offer on the subject, as also to fumiolvemmen;'
the letter from the Marine Board which has called forth the comments of the Command:r‘i:log{linf
-in-Chie

of the Indian Navy, together with copy of the correspondence that h
; § as ta
Governments of Madras and Bombay. " ke i Sewien the
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3. Inreply, I am desired to transmit a copy of the letter from the Marine Board to this
Government, under date 27th January 1857, being that remarked upon by Commodore Wellesley.
1 am directed, also, to forward transcript of the correspondence. on the subject between the Go-
vernments of Madras and Bombay and of the papers referred to in that correspondence, with a
List A showing the connection of these several documentss

4, TIt'will be seen from this that the Bombay Government have been assured by the Go-

.yernment of Madras that neither they nor the Marine Board at Madras ever contemplated any

interference with the interior economy, or accounts, or discipline of any of the Ships belonging to
the Indian Navy.

5. What the Marine Board and this Government have from time to time represented is,
the embarrassment and obstruction to the Public Service which must result from this Presidency,
with a Sea-board of fifteen hundred miles and an Army of 18,000 men, serving beyond Sea, being
left dependent for the transport of men andStores,—Civil and Military,—and for all the requirements
of the Public Service, on Vessels over the interior economy or arrangements of which they could
exercise no control and which were at any moment liable to be withdrawn from them, or detained
from them for the exigencies of the other Governments. In proof that these representations
have not been without cause, I am desired to solicit attention to the accompanying precis of all
the more material correspondence that has passed on the subject of the provision of Steamers for
the service of this Government, from the time that application was first made by them for the
employment of Steam Marine Agency. The precis will show, 1lst, the delay that occurred in
meeting that application :—2ndly, how imperfectly the application was met :—3rdly, how frequently
the public service has since been embarrassed by the inadequacy or failure of the means at the

" command of Government for moving Troops and Stores by Steamer :—and, 4thly, what inconveni-

ence has thereby been occasioned and expense involved.

6. In forwarding these papers the Government would respectfully repeat their opinion that
the Vessels required for the service of this Presidency are not Vessels of War of Military disci-
pline and equipment, but simple Transports, specially fitted up and adapted for the conveyance of
Troops and Stores, with such power and strength of Machinery as will admit “of their being
employed as tugs. These should be manned by Officers and men appointed by the local Govern-
ment, subject entirely to their orders, and not liable to be diverted from employment under them.
Any other system will, the Right Honorable the Governor in Council feels assured, prove, as the
present has done, most defective as well as most costly inits working. '

(Signed) . PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary. :

Exd. J. A, Wilson.
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