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Fort Saint George, Marine Consultation, 8th January 1858.

No. 19. From J. J. FRANKLIN, Esq., Secretary Marine Board; to T. PYCROFT,
Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 29th December 1857,

No, 4626.
SIR,

I have the honor by desire of the Marine Board to represent for the consideration of Govern-
ment that the press of Current business in the Department consequent on the continued movement
of Troops and Dispatch of Stores is such that to keep pace with the emergent and immediate re-
quirements of the Service, it has been absolutely necessary to put aside, for a more convenient
opportunity, many subjects requiring that careful attention which cannot be afforded during the
engagements of my ordinary Office duties.

2. There are now in the Roads the Steam Transports “Coromandel,” “ Carthage,”  Cleopa-
tra,” and “ Robert Lowe,” and sailing Transport «“ Defiance,” with the Commanders of which I am
in constant communication on Current business connected with their Vessels. The “ Hydaspes”
and “Manila” Steamers and Sailing Vessel “Minden,” also in Government pay, will likewise shortly
be here, and as the whole arrangements for preparing and dispatching these Vessels centre in this
Department, the Government will perceive that little or no leisure is afforded for the consideration
of those questions which it is the duty of the Board to move in, or report upon. The fact is that
many such have, from mere want of time, remained unattended to and as there is no probability
of an early cessation of these calls on the Department, but on the contrary a likelihood of their
increasing as the fine season approaches, the Board would beg that some assistance be granted to

their Secretary,
3. The Government have already recommended that an Assistant should be placed in the

Office. They would therefore solicit that in consideration of the present Press of Work, one
should be temporarily appointed at once, if a person fitted for it can be procured.

(Signed) J. J. FRANKLIN,
Secretary.

No. 20. ORDER THEREON, No. 9; dated 6th January 1858.

Under the strong representation contained in the above letter the Right Honorable the
Governor in Council resolves, subject to the confirmation of the Government of India, to whom
early reference will be made, to grant the aid required by the Marine Board by the appointment
temporarily of an Assistant to their Secretary on a Salary of Rupees (300.) Three hundred

a month.

Exd. J. A. Wilson.
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