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R. B. CHAPMAN, EsqQuirg,

Offy. Under Secy. to the Govt. of India.

To

J. D. BOURDILLON, Esquirg,

Secy. to Govt. of Fort St. George.
Dated the 22ud January 1857,
Sik,

Hous Derazyauwe.

I Ax directed to forward the accompanying translation of an
Extract from a letter addressed to the French Consul at Singapore by an

Officer of the French Imperial Navy containing his observations on the
position of the Mellish shoal.

I have the honor to be,
Siz,
Your most obedient Servant,

D 985
I Hoepfprece &

A / : “
Forr WiLLian, } '

The 22nd January 1857 Offy. Under Secy. to the Govt. of India.
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No. 129.

Iz’XﬂMC’T of a letler addressed to the Consul Jor France al Singapore by
Mr. Magdalaine an Qfficer of the Steamer ** Duroc” of the Freuch Tmpe-
rial Navy, dated Sourabaya 2ud October 1856.

The position of the Mellish Shoal which is about 160 leagues North
West of new Calidonia aceording to our observations after the wreck, differs
gensibly from that given in the Charts, according to our observations it is in =
Jatitude South 17° 23° and longitude East of Paris 153° 35", X

In South latitude 16° 24" and longitude East of Paris 147° 54' T obsen-
od an islet of red sand about a mile in circumference, and saw no reef round
it, but the Sea was exceedingly high.

In South latitude 16° 36" and longitude East of Paris 145° 40" I ey
observed a reef, level with the water, appearing to have an interior lagoon
with bluish water; I could not make out the extent of it but it was several

: miles in cxrcumfgrenoe
- T hope you will find an early opportunity to publish these remarks on
1 the Mellish Shoal, where I think a vessel might easily find anchorage, Captain
: 1 D'La Voissiere mtendnd after our departure, to ma&e afrmmey‘of the reef
' whmhhadmweﬂlntenhgnooonﬂwWestemmde. g3 B~
4 ~ (True C‘opy of Extract.) ) ‘ﬁ Sl ks
' i (Signed) ROB,’& CHUT
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