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Fort Saint George, Marine Consultation, 20th October 1857.

From R. B. CHAPMAN, Esq., Officiating Under Secretary to the Government of
India; to E. MALTBY, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint

George, dated the 29th September 1857, No. 1634.

Home Department, SIR,

With reference to your letter, No. 354, dated the 4th Instant, I am directed to forward th
sccompanying copy of the opinion of Her Majesty’s Attorney and Solicitor General, and of }e
last India Company’s Standing Counsel, as to the construction to be placed on the ter;n - ;\Iot tKl)
d in the Merchant Shipping Act of 1854. it

(Signed) R. B. CHAPMAN,
Offg. Under Secretary to the Govt. of India.

bhorn British Subjects” use

CASE.
For tue East INpIa CoMPANY,

By the Merchant Shipping Act 1854, 17 and 18 Vic.,C. 104, Sec. 18 and 38. It is enacted
follows, viz. No Ship shall be deemed to be a British Ship unless she belongs wholly to (: ed as
of the following description that is to say. 7 e
1. Natural born British Subjects.
Provided that no Natural born Subject who was taken the Oath of Allegiance to any Forei
Sovereign or State shall be entitled to be such Owner as aforesaid unless he has subbcy Otlle]gn
g ¢ ; ' seque
taking such last mentioned Oath, taken the Oath of Allegiance to Her Majesty and is andqco nt y to
to be during the whole peviod of his so being an Owner Resident in some place within Hn ull\:;es
or if not so Resident Member of a British Factory or Partner in a House 'xf:lt- lla-
actually

jesty’s Dominions,
or in some other place within Her Majesty’s Domi-

carrying on business in the United Kingdom,

nions.

Persons made Denizen by Letters of Denization as naturalized by or pursuant to
_ : an
sislature, or by or pursuant to any Act or Ordmance of the proper Legiqy

2nd.
Act of the Imperial Le
lative Authority in any British Possession.

Provided that such persons are and continue to be during the whole period of their so being
Owners Resident in some place within Her Majesty’s Dominions, or if not so Resident Memb'flb'
of a British Factory or Partners ina House actually carrying on business in the United Kincrdo(nr]b
ace within Her Majesty’s Dominions, and have taken the Oath of Allegizmcé

or in 'some ‘ether pl
atly to the period of their being so made Denizens or naturalized

to Her Majesty, subseque
ard. Bodies corporate established under subject to the laws of and having their principal
pa

place of business in the United Kingdom or some British Possession.
No person shall be entitled to be Registered as ‘Owner of a Ship or any share therein until

has made and subscribed a Declaration in the Form marked B, in the Schedule hereto referrin
: ) " : : o
as deseribed in the Certificate of the Surveyor, and containing the following particularz
< , " . S
1. A Statement of his qualification to be an Owner of a share in a British Ship

he
to the Ship
/that is to say.)
the time when and the place where such Ship was built or (if the Ship
is Foreign built and the time and place of building not known) a Statement that she is Foreign built
that he does not know the time or place of her building, and in addition thereto in ti’)e et
Foreign Ship, a Statement of her Foreign name or (in case of a Ship condemned) a Statement

ofal
of the time and place and Court at and by which she was condemned.

2nd. A Statement of

and

3rd. A Statement of the name of the Master.
enit of the number of shares in such Ship of which he is entitled to be Re-

Ath., A'Statem
gistered as Owner.
A Denial that to the best of his knowledge and belief any unqualified person or body
any legal or heneficial interest in such Ship or any share Wikios
shall he made and subseribed in the presence of the

Sth.
of persons is entitled as' Owner to

in. The above Declaration of Owners




.
PP AN A A A A

R e oL PR
Fort Saint George, Marine Consultation, 294, October 1857,
e e e :

Vi DS e P

MARAA A AN AR A AR A

in the County of
1. T am a natural born British Subject
born at (naming birth place)

and have never taken the Qath of Allegiance to}

declare as follows :

any Foreign State

or
and have since I t°°lf the Oath of A"egiance to *If the Declarant 8 @ naturql born Subject who
a Foreign State (naming State and on thg has taken the Oath of Allegiance to 4 Foreign
day of taken the Oath of Allegiance o State or a Denjzen Or naturalized Subject and
ng Moty o . Resxden-t o Qnammg Pl.’“’e) is Resident in @ country not within Hey Ma-
I ng & place within Her Majesty's Dominions Jesty's Dominiong e must declare i addition
511 81.)“(:.nizen by letters of Denizat Member 1}/‘ some British Factory

ouse actually carry ing
day of o o8 business iy, the United KinJ o

114 ), P .
naturalized by Act of Parliament of the Uniteq an'do”aul!sf:ttuh Possession, Namin
Kingdom of (Cite the year of the yej } :

ion dated the “
f« K
gdom or in

g the House

$ : he place where 7 npr.: : 1
. ‘f!‘ n which siness, place where it carries on its bu
the Act was passed its Chapter anq ' ‘itle,

or
naturalized by an Ordnance of the

; roper [Le.
gislative Authority of Sr:amin Britils)h pPossei-
sion) Cite the year in ich ti

e Ordn
Passed its Chapter and Title, .

and am Resident at (naming place) being a place within Hey Majesty’s Dominiong
And I have
since I so became a:h Den;zen] or {since the Passing of the gaiq Act o Ordnance and on the
& Tt b ; ing the of Oath Allegiance ¢, Her Majesty
€ Ship the description of Wwhich is preg dt 2
the Country and place) on the 3 ’;'eof e e Dec‘“";‘;’g l:vas b“llt‘ . (ﬂﬂm"‘.g
e lfl:h]ese Words to be addeq of the Ship i Foreign,) o
is Foreign buil and I do not
or { tin}e when or the place where ts]}(:: ;};2 or ‘é?);:t(;nc:l: T}?eed by the ozt of g
built and her F Oreign name g, 3rd C. D fay ol i tl?t
« D e
e Master of (he said Ship, v
t 1f the Declaration s made by o Joint Owney 4.

add the word « joing” before O

I am entitled ¢ :
wner, of 0 be Registered as

shares in the said Ship,

; Persons other than such
nt Shlppmg Act 1851 qualified to he Owners

Ownerf

Signed o elnevmg the same ¢ be true dated at
S 104 el by the aboye Named A, B, i, thed;i'es(;ice of me =
Peace Acting in and for Signed hame of Registrar or J ustice of the
N ke
Youg Orinioy 1s R.EQUE!TED.
Ist. How far the term natyrg) b

orn Britj
prescribed by the Merchang Shipping Ay of lr815zhiss tub
of people Inhabiting the British Segt]e ’

ments in the g
Owners of Vessels for which they desiy i

Ject used in the Declaration of Ownership
0 b.e considered applicable to the various races
traits of Malacea who are or may become
Registry under that Act.

: ® hone byt the Children of habitants of those
also born thers.: can be considereq natura] bor::’gl:ittli'lh nSubjec”' How far
mment of India by Legislative Enactment 1, give such other Inhabitants

2nd. Assuming that of such Race
Settlements and wh were

it 1s competent to the Gove
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’ riti bjects b
der this disability (and especially such of them as have become British Su jects by
as labour under this

i S British
i ement '{) 1h

i i ry for conferring
1 Legislature would be necessary
: an Act of the Imperla. Sl
Government) relle.:f or whetfhl‘;:,itish Ownership provided by the Mefchan; Shlppgfdin :nce pisi)
i P“Vllegesb‘; natural born British subjects or naturalized by an
for such persons as may

proper Legislative Authority.

that the term “ natural born British Subjects” inc!;x}il.est;uch (S)fe' t:}l;e
inion tha ; orn within those -
S ];)pltn lh Settlements in the Straits of-Malacca, ilis Wel'ehbas o
people inhabiting the Bri lse sot oL INGE Dneehs Domittions; 45 a so;éc tpagnis v s
iRty aiter the sa’me beCfm.l nIs) And (in conformity with the Statutes eo.1 (,;ra,;dfa,ther e 308
i B gt g l;o includes all persons whose father or paterrlah 2 Sl
i - ave be
o o thm’k Do t(?n.r:ms et e themse]vesf tl;::: Inhabitants referred to.
T Coes Dot '(ier the term will not include any others o £ ali
Queen’s Dominions. We conslth t it is competent to the Indian Legislature, by gn.Ac:hoatn;;l:]r:e;z:;
inion tha i and in
Y ;)lf OPZ:O of the Inhabitants of the Stralt; ?;:ge‘r]niintsé 5410 ot
i & . . 'y e
tion, to naturla;llze & : rthe )[,)rivileges allowed by th;: 17th an i ,P ek by
extend to such person Legislative Authority in an . e
i fthe proper Leg inuing to be Resident within the Quee
naturalized by an Act o n the persons continuing ; riy their having
thus given would be depefnda}r;t u(;e of business within the Queen’s Dominions, and on g
v b of a 110
Dominions or Members

he Act.

¥ i bsequently to t

taken the Oath of Allegiance su 5 iy R
( » ) RICHARD BETHELL,
( » ) LOFTUS WIGRAM.

(True Copy.)
(Signed) R. B. CHAPMAN, ‘
Offy. Under Secretary to the Goot. of India.

57 ; dated 22nd October 1857,
HEREON, No. 457 ; : l
g5 OM;ER T'ng letter and its enclosure be communicated to the Honorable
Ordered that the foregoi

: t, No. 462, and also to the
ith reference to his letter of the 21st August last, ’
y b :
Company’s Solicitor, w

Registrar of Shipping at Madras.

Exd. J. A. Wilson.
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