: Pl
AL

o
e L §!
T s




N s

Fort Saint George, Marine Consultation, 29th September 1857.
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No. 14. From J. J. FRANKLIN, Esq., Secretary Marine Board; to E. MALTBY, Esq.
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 28th July 1857,
No. 2555.

SIR,

e

1 have the honor by desire of the Marine Board, to acknowledge receipt of Extract Minutes
of Consultation of the 18th Instant, No. 281, forwarding a letter from the Clerk of the Legislative
Council of India of the 29th June last, No. 91, covering a Minute from the Honorable Mr. Currie,
who took charge of, and introduced the proposed Bill for the levy of Port dues and fees at Ports
within this Presidency; and to offer the following remarks on the objections taken to the Bill.

9. The first objection is that it provides an uniform maximum rate for the levy of Dues at
those Ports to be subjected to the Act, while no data are furnished
No. 404, 31st January 1857 to shew what rates may actually be necessary at each Port. It is to
,, 744, 18th February do. be regretted that Mr. Currie was not in possesion of all the papers
,, 1098, 13th March . submitted by this to the Supreme Government on the subject, for
1270, 23rd  do. to that circumstance alone can the Board attribute the Statement that
: 1340, 30th  do. . no data regarding the expenses of the Ports had been furnished.
,, 1539, 20th April The Board's letters marginally noted supplied full particulars for
1569, 22nd do. each of the 15 Ports to which they recommend the Act should be
1597, 24th do. . extended. Therein were recorded their limits, with the annual
1707, 4th May . amount of collections and expenses for the last 3 years, and the
number and Tonnage of Vessels inwards and outwards.

»

b}

3. The necessary data are therefore before the Supreme Government, and although a
maximum rate of (4) four annas a ton was to be imposed by the Act objected to, the Statement for
each Port mentions that the Due now levied is one anna a Ton on square rigged Vessels, and six
pice on Donies, and that no present increase was contemplated. Improvements in many of these
Ports may hereafter take place and expenditure be thereby incurred, to meet which it may be ne-
cessary to raise the Due in accordance with the authority vested in the Local Government under
Section 42 from one anna to any amount not exceeding the maximum sought to be established.

4. With this explanation the Board doubt not that the Legislative Council will be prepared

to pass a Bill of similar purport to that thrown out, so far as it relates to Ports to be at once

prought under the provisions of the Act.

5. With regard to the second objection, that the Bill proposes to continue the levy of Dues
at a number of small Ports to which it is not intended to extend the provisions of the Act, the
Board, without re-submitting their views for consideration, will only explain that in many of the
minor Ports mentioned in Schedule B. small outlays are occasionally incurred, and although the
amount of Dues at none of them would at present be sufficient to cover the expense of working the
Act properly and efficiently, they would enable the Board to bring under favorable notice occa-
sional improvements which might be effected with the Funds so raised. The measure recommend-
ed imposed no new Tax on the Shipping, and as the whole aim of the Enactment was the improve-
ment of the Ports, the affording facilities to the Shipping resorting to them, and the expendi-
ture of the Marine Revenue with these views, the Board imagined that the continuation of the
Due would have been an advantage to the Public rather than otherwise.

6. Referring now to the order of Government on Mr. Currie’s Minute, the Board observe
data referred to by that gentleman have already been supplied, and that they are pre-
furnish the Honorable Company’s Solicitor with such information as he may require.

(Signed) J. J. FRANKLIN,

Secretary.
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No. 15. From W. MORGAN, Esq., Clerk of the Legislative Council ; to E. MALTBY, Esaq.,
Acting Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, dated Fort William, the

30th July 1857, No. 116.

SIR,

With reference to your letter, No. 282, dated the 18th Instant, I have the honor to forward,
for the information of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, a copy of the Bill “to au-
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Fort Saint George, Marine Consuitation

29th September 1857.

thorize the lev
| ¥ of Port Dues and
passed in Council on the 25th Idml: ¢es at the present rates for a further period of six months” as

But the furth 3 :
the Bill, - er period has since
a copy of whose Report also accompanies, dation of the Select Committee on

(Signed) W. MORGAN,
Clerk of the Council.
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(Signed) E. CURRIE,
( » ) J.P. GRANT,
( w ) P.W.LeGEYT.

(True Copy,)
W. MORGAN,
Clerk of the Council.
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No. 16.
6 ORrpER THEREON, No.

3983 .
3 ; dated 24¢h September 1857,
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Fort Saint George, Marine Consultation, 29th Septenzber 1857.

First, that, while, in the case of those Ports (the Fifteen in Schedule A.) to which the Har-
bour Act is to be extended, an uniform maximum rate for the Levy of Port dues is provided, no
data are furnished with the Bill to show what rates are actually necessary.

Secondly, that, while the Bill proposes to continue the Levy of dues (rates not specified)
at the forty small Ports, named in Schedule B, to which it is noé proposed to extend the Harbour
Act, the deliberate feeling of the Council is, that, where there is no Harbour Act, there should
be no Port dues, though there would be no objection to apply by a separate enactment to such
Ports certain. Clauses of the Harbour. Act, quoad the prevention of injury to the anchorage, &c.

And the Honorable Member in charge of the Bill, E. Cumie, Esq., concluded his Minute by
advising that, for the present Bill, two separate Bills be introduced : one, to apply to smaller Ports
in the manner suggested ; the other, fixing rates of Dues for the fifteen Ports to be subjected to the
Harbour Act, for the preparation of which the information referred to “in the Chief Secretary's let-
ter to Mr. Eliott, of the 26th March,” is absolutely necessary. “ When furnished with the requisite
3o mation, I shall be happy” the Honorable Member adds * if the Madras Government desire i,
% to prepare and bring in the Bills.” Meanwhile the Government learn from the letter of the
Clerk to the Council above recorded that an Act has been passed authorising the collection of
Port dues at existing rates for six months longer, that is, to the 13th February 1858 ; and
the Select Committee on the Bill were * strongly of opinion that no further extension of the period
should be allowed.”

4. The Marine Board
having been requested to
expedite the transmission

of the data referred to by the Honorable M. Currie, now state in reply that they have no further
information to give beyond what is contained in the various Schedules they have from time to time
submitted to Government. These Schedules, the Government remark, were forwarded in origi-
nal to the Government of India in a letter, No. 139, dated the 8th of April last.

They referred to the (15) Fifteen Ports marginally noted, the same that
are specified in Schedule A, of Mr. Boyson's Bill, “and which alone” it

Vide Extract Minutes Consultation referved to at Para : 1 above.

gz:zllgz;ij::nm was intimated “this Government would for the present w’i,sh to have de-
Cuddalore. « clared subject to the provisions of Act XXII of 1855" or th? Ha):-
Tuticorin. bour Act. As Mr. Currie has complained, not that.the datt.z are insuffi-
Cochin. ficient, but that there are no data before .the Council at all, it seems pro-
Calicut. bable that the Schedules above mentioned, from some overs:gbt,
Tellicherry- have not been laid on the table. T?xe Government .wxl‘l enquire
Cannanore. of the Clerk whether this surmise is correct; and if it is not,
Cocanada with Coringa. request him to procure from the Hon?rable Member, as early.as
Masulipatam. practicable, a Statement of the points in regm:d to which the in-
Paumben. formation supplied falls short of the details required. '

Negapatam 5. Adverting to the principle stated by Mr. Currie to have
Trangquebar. been adopted by the Council, viz., that the levy of Port dues

and should not be authorized at places to which the Harbour Act is
Morysiats not extended, the Government, while they con-

Madras. ¢ ) ;
Vide Extract Minutes Consultation, dated 11¢h cur with the Board in regretting the measure,
will take no steps towards applying the Act, at

’El;lcal;i}:v:i;‘l.’ilotage dues Rs. present, to any other Ports but the fifteen prin-
Paumben CRAMNED .o vesvresseomsersssress 8,792-6-6. cipal ones. They observe from the Enclosure
Paumben and Keelacurry......------ 541-13-6. tothe Board’s letter, dated 4th March last, tlfat,
Vide Board's letter, dated 12th March 1856, out of an annual total* of Port dues amounting

to Rs. 57,264-2-8, the sum collected at the above

. 718. hiz ah
G fifteen Ports alone came to Rupees 47,799-13-0 ;

leaving as Collections at the forty remaining Ports of this Presidency where dues are leviable, the
sum of Rupees 8,464-15-8, or an average for each of these lesser Ports of Rupees 200 only,.a
sum altogether insufficient to work the Machinery of so comprehensive an Enactment, though avail-

able as a small Fund for Local improvements.

e O — - - ——— g = o a i el A el l
-




RN i WG o s oA § g
Fort Saint George, Marine Consultation, 294}, September 1857,
S A e e B R SO AT

6. Itis necessary however that these forty subordinate Ports, as well a5 others still minor
ones, should not be allowed to deteriorate, nor the Anchorage they afford be ruined. This much
the Council are ready to provide against by extending to such Ports such Sections of Aet XXI1
of 1855 as may be required for the purpose, and Mr. Currie has expressed his readiness to pre-
pare and bring in the Bill. The Board therefore wil] furnish Government, for transmission to
the Honorable Member, with a List of such other Ports, beside the fo

of Mr. Boyson’s Bill, as it may be desirable to include jn the proposed Act.

7. So much of Para: 3, in Extract Minutes of Consultation,
as directed the H, C. Solicitor, to draw up the two fresh Bills s
Minute, is cancelled. The Government overlooked the co
Member's remarks, offering to prepare and bring in the Bj]

No. 281, dated 18th July last,
uggested by Mr, Currie, in his
ncluding  sentence of the Honorable
Is, himself.

Saint George, 24th September 1857, No, 394,
Sir,

Adverting to your letter, dated 29th J une last, No. 91, Minute by the Legislative Member
for Bengal, enclosed therein, and my answer under date 18th July, No,. 282, Iam directed to in-
form you that the Marine Board, to whom the Honorable Mr. Currie’s Minute wag Communicated,

state they are unable to supply any dat,
Bill “ from the levy of Port Dyes and Fees at ing the P
* Ports within the Presidency of Tort Saint
“ George, and to provide against the discharge
*“ of Ballast in certain Ports within the said
“ Presidency.”

regard-
orts which it wag Proposed in the Bi]],
marginally noted, to bring under the Provisi
of the Harboyy Act, beyond those contained
n the Schedules, they have already submitteq,
These Schedules, I am to acquaint you, were

forwarded in original to the Government of
India with the letter of my Predecessor, No. 139, dated the 8th April last, and, as My. Currie’s

complaint is, not that the dazq given are insufficient, but that there are no dazq before the Counci]
atall, it is surmised that, from some oversight, the Schedules referred to have not yet been laid on
the table. If the contrary is the fact, then the Governor in Council woulq request that he may he
informed in what particular points, the Statements are considered defective, in order that fregl,

e Member, whoge obliging
is ] Inute, when I st addresseqd

2. Copy of the reply of the Marine Board, above referred to, ig herewith furnished, I am
directed to invite My, Currie’s attention to Para: 5 and to state that, while the
cur with the Board, that the Harbour Act coulq only be worke
be found, at an €xpense to the State and, it may be adde
Ports specified in Schedule B. of the Bill, they stil) think the Collection of the existing Dyes
should not be declared illegal. The sums levied are ip no case |

arge, the average being Ry.
pees 200 per annum, and might be allowed to 80 towards the formation of 5 Fund for Loeal jp-
provements,

Government ¢on.-
d, even if Competent officialg could
d, without adequate benefit, at the minor

3. Atall events it is necessary they should not be allowed to deteriorate and safe Anchorage
should be secured. There would be no objection, My, Currie has stated, to provide by
Enactment for this, The Government would wish the
be included in such a Bill, and they have called on the Marine Board to supply a List of
others they may wish to name, A Clause might be added, authorizing the Governme
under the Act other places which, in the course of g p,
more frequented by Shipping.

a separate
Whole of the Poyts specified in Schedule B, to
any
nt to bring
apidly increasing Coast Trade, may hecome

(Sigued) E. MALTBY,
deting Chief Secretary.
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