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No. 18. From the Honorable Company's Solicitor ; to the Acting Chief Secretary toGovern-
ment; dated 21st August 1857, No. 462,

SIr,

I have the honor to solicit the consideration of Government to the fol]owing circumstances

Section 18. The Merchant Shipping Act of 1854 provides that

“No Ship shall be deemed to be a British Ship unless she belongs wholly to Owners of the

* ¢ following descriptions, that is to say :
8 p y

“ Natural born British Subjects.

2. “ Persons made denizens by letters of denization or naturalized by or pursuant to any
“ Act of the Imperial Legislature or by or pursuant to any Act or Ordinance of the proper Legis-
ois

“ lative Authority in any. British possession.

3. “ Bodies Corporate established under —subject to the Laws of and having their principal
‘¢ place of business in the United Kingdom or some British possession.”

Part 2 of the Merchant Shipping Act of 1854 applies to the whole of Her Majesty’s Domi-
nions ; and Section 2 of that Act provides that “ Her Majesty’s Dominions ” shall include  all

Territories under the Government of the East India Company.”

* T consider it clear that Hindoos and Mahomedans born within the Territories of the East
India Company are Subjects of the Crown of Great Britain and therefore come within the designa-
tion of “ British Subjects ” and that all the Territories of the East India Company are within the
allegiance of the Crown of Great Britain, upon the general principle therefore that a person born
within the allegiance of the Crown of Great Britain is, strictly speaking, a natural born British
Subject, it may be urged (and indeed would almost follow) that a Hindoo of Mahomedan born
within the Territories of the East India Company (which are a part of Her Majesty’s Dominions
and within the allegiance of the Crown of Great Britain,)is a “ natural bhorn British Subject,”
giving to those words their most comprehensive meaning. I cannot find any decided uuthurity in
support of this position or that any such construction has ever yet been put upon these words by
any competent Court, but it would appear from the copy of correspondence herewith sent (bett\'ve;:
the Registrar of Shipping at Madras and the Registrar of Shipping at Caleutta) that the Autho-
rities at Calcutta have adopted and acted upon this view, by Registering Natives of Calcutta as
QOwners of British Ships under the provisions of the Merchant Shipping Act of 1854.

One of the most respectable and intelligent Native Gentlemen of this place named Cooppalah
Parthasarthy Naidoo, a Hindoo born in Madras of parents who were also born in Madras, is de-
sirous of being registered as a part Owner of a British Ship now in these Roads called the Blue
Rock, the other Owners being British Subjects and Merchants usually residing at Madras;
but the Registrar of Shipping feels some difficulty in dealing with his application as if he accedes
to it he will thereby admit that C. Parthasarthy Naidoo, a Hindoo, is a natural born British Sub-

of 1854, and this con-

jeet within the meaning of that term as used in the Merchant Shipping Act
struction would be inconsistent with that usually given to these words.

1at one uniform
t that the

attention of the Government of India be called to the point with a request that the opinion of the

Advocate General of Bengal may be taken upen it.

The question is one of very considerable importance and it is essentia] (]
practice should be followed at the several Presidencies, I would therefore beg to st

ied) J. R. BOYSON,

Honorable Com pany’s Solicitor.
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From CHRISTOPHER BIDEN, Registrar of Shipping, Madras ;

to Captain A, ROBERT-
SON, Registrar of Shipping, C

alcutta dated 21st November 1856.

SIR,

I have the honor to request you will have the

goodness to inform me at your e
e

g at Calcutta with regard to the Registry of B
Hindoos as Owners of British Ships since the Merchant Shipping Act of 1854

and in case they should not have been considered ags British Subjects to
privileges of the above Act, what course has been adopted in respect to transfe
of Registers, &c., of Ships owned by these people previous to the Act comin

arliest con-
engalees or
came into operation,
entitle them to the
r of Shares, renewal
g in force,

A respectable Hindoo Inhabitant and a Boat Owner of this place who has up to this time

tions enacted by the British Laws,
chased a Quarter share in a Vessel owned by Europeans and Registered under Ac
Victoria, wishes to have the necessary Endorsement made on the Register,
first instance of an Hindoo applying to me for the privileges under the New
and 18th of Victoria, Chapter 104, I

should like to be guided by what prevai
at Calcutta where I doubt not you have many Natives owning

having pur-
t 8 and 9 of
but as this is the

Act (i. e.) the 17th

Is in similar cases

British Ships and Vessels.

(Signed) CHRISTOPHER BIDEN,

Registrar.
(A true Copy.)

(Signed) CHRISTOPHER BIDEN,

Registrar of Shipping, Madras.
(A true Copy.)

(Signed) J. R. BOYSON,

Honorable Company's Solicitor.

From Officiating Registrar of Shipping, Calcutta; to the Registrar of Shipping, Madras, dated Fort
William, the 4th December 1856, No. 120.

SIR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,

you that our Native Ship Owners sailing under the British Fl

ag are recognized as British Sub-
jects, There is no occasion to endorse on the Register any change of Ownership as that docu-

ment is no longer one of title; in fact such endorsements are not permitted and have no validity.

If there has been a transfer of any share on the Ship, the transfer should be effected by a Bill of
Sale which should be recorded in the Registrar's Office.

dated 20th Ultimo, and to inform

(Signed) JAMES SUTHERLAYD,
Officiating Registrar of Shipping.
(A true Copy.)

(Signed) CHRISTOPHER BIDEN,
Registrar of Shipping, Madras.
(A true Copy.)

(Signed) ‘J. R. BOYSON,

Honorable Company's Solicitor.

——————

e

At

Fort Saint George, M arine,‘Cohsuliation, 8¢h September 1857. %
or :
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SIR,

i i ﬂyil’lg
i 1 Cll 0 fOl‘W&l‘d the accompa
[ am d'lec Ed b Rl ht Honorable the nor in Loun t
| 1 t y the 14 Gover C

w from ! licitor, dated 21st August
i the Honorable Company's So s

ith its enclosure, y

copy of a letter, wi

ov ia, y ill
0 and to req wi issi the ernment of India, you wi
857, No. 462 d uest that, with the permission o he G

- 1857, No. 1 to re f

1 rei bmitted, viz.,
1 of Bengal on the question therein su
i ini the Advocate Genera Ber o DR o
ot A g osis of the Merchant Shipping Act of 1854, Hmdo:l)sdazS M :mra] g
e P‘H‘P't ries of the East India Company are to be regarde
g the”Te;r;r?titled as such to the privileges conferred by that Act.
an

(Signed) E. MALTBY,
Acting Chief Secretary.

British Subjects,

Exd. J. A. Wilson.
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