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Fort Saint George, Marine Consultation, 14th July 1857.

- W. ROBINSON, Esa., Acting Collector of Malabar; -to E. MALTBY, Ese

v

Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Calicut, 25th June

1857, No. 85.

SIR,
In forwarding the accompanying Copy of Resolutions adopted 2t a public Meeting

M ercantile Community of Cochin

lated 11th Instant, signed Chris. Biden, I must express a conviction and hope that the
ion will really have little weight with the Merecantile world, as inst the establishec

protesting against a letter which appeared in the Specta

Newspaper; ¢
letter in ques
and facts connected with tl
hat roadstead and harbour. However I consider that the Mercantile Community of

prosperity 1e trade of Cochin; and the growing importance of, and

confidence in t
S very wisely
ioht have tended to create. The sweeping condemna

s of the Madras Railway Company.

.rted itself to disabuse the public mind of any error
ion of the West C

likewise the prospec

[ have had the honor of submi y some information on the subject of the
Cochin,which unquestionably after Madras is the first harbour of the Presidency, and it is one of
dai

T e ue | gin shews that durin
ons. | o D 3 .
the 9 monthslastpassed.
L4401 FeeRERnEs gEc T X :
9.945] ™ -1 20,000 Tons of valuable
- ) | Hem o) 21,1 4,00U1  Ayticles of Commerc
Bales, o
Coiryarn, ; 2,379! 5,00,960
| 1],”0.\'(‘, | at an invoice value of
!
!

were shipped at Cochin

 Jrepe. A L
‘,]m_‘..,..,,. ne‘.u.l}, half a R

|Coffee, < ‘
| k(f oo { e |
JASCSge v ihvie] O L . | = o
IBlack Pepper, ..} 14 Cwts. 1 50.100! terference with a tr:
Cotton, Fish Oi . of this description is of
coanuts, &c¢

3.35.040
3,35,04 | sterling, any off ial

course out of the ques-

i tion.
ll)ll.‘}

But I believe ‘aptain Biden is greatly in error as to the dangers of this Coast even at

ns he has named, and that Commercial Shipping is really exposed to far less danger, at

asons of the change of the Monsoons, than in the roadstead
I am satisfied that Ton for Ton it would be found
Comparatively few
ening

almost any Port on this Coast, at the
of Madras and elsewhere on the East Coast.
than ever has occurred in the West Coast.

that a larger gacrifice occurs there,
fairly found in anchor gear cannot ride even at the op

gales indeed occur through which Ships
of the South West Monsoon.

The fact taken as basis for Captain Biden's letter, viz., the loss of the * Aphrogeneia” was &

C(,ptional case. The 1th West Monsoon burst this year, as will occasionally occur
ith unusually severe weather during 48 hours. The rains set in was 3 we

carlier than usual, the fall of rain fairly indicates

Ten years average for May....... Inches 11. the peculiarly exceptional character of the case.

in May 1857, , 32 But such a commencement has not been known

for many many years and will only recur at

some* such long interval. To base on such

an occurrence arguments and assertions of the

nature found in Captain Biden's letter can

scarcely be sound.

wholly
even on this Coast, W

1

* Compare this with the frequent occurrence
7, has strewed the East Coast with wrecks

at these pm'inr?s.

20th May at Cochin, other Shipping at Cochin

Bad and exceptional as was the gale of the
bserve, has passed an opinion as to the reasons,

Coast weathered it. The Meeting, Io

and on the
ogeneia” could not do s0.

why the ¢ Aphr
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