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George, Marine Consultation, 14

Fort Saint

to the Government of Bombay; to

‘,'-.:!‘(1

. ate N t 5 5 .
ence to your ieh, No. <4 ‘ t, and In continuation of

. dated 11th Instant, [ am directed by the r r in Coun-

1 to forward for the information of the Right Honor le the Governor in Council af |

. aceompanying copies of a letter from tl ommander-in-Chief of the Indian Navy
No. 656, dated 27th Mav, and of the report of Lieut. Fergusson, the Indian N al Draftsman,

therein alluded to, re lative to the Survey of the Fast and West Coasts of the Peninsula of India.

med) P. MELVILIL, Colonel,

From His Excellency Rear Admiral Sir H. J. LEEKE, k. #., ®. N., Commander-in-Chief of the
Indian Navy ; to the Richt Honorable LORD ELPHINSTONE, c. ¢. n., Governor
and President in Council, dated Bombay, 27th May 1857, No. 656.

My Lorb,
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Secretary Colonel Melvill's letter, dated the
215t Ultimo,” No. 593, transmitting for my report copy of a communication from the Seer
the Government of India, dated the 27th March last, with its enclosures, in original, relative
the dangers to Navigation along the East and West Coasts of the Peninsula and in the Bay of
al, and requesting me to name an Officer for the daty therein specified. :

In reply I beg to observe that if the Eastern sed board of the Peninsula of India from
s+in to Calcutta has been completed by the Grand Trigonometrical Survey of India, the
and Longitudes of all points therein may be considered conclusively settled, as the cor-

rection to the Grand Tr nometrical Survey, if any required, would be simply a unifarm:one

throughout, dependant on the recogn correct Longitude of Madras.

3. On the same principle, the Western sea-board of the Peninsula, from Cape Comorin to
Bombay, has already been laid down in a skeleton form on a secale of six inches to a degree by
Lieutenant Constable, Indian Navy, intended to mark off the deep-sea soundings on, which oy
to the Persian War have not yet been completed. This Chart however is all that is requisite to
form the basis of a most correct Chart of the coast, on Mercator’s projection. as soon as the entire
to complete it has been received.

- . T donta Tatter. (amc S st eI ‘ .
L apan Biden's letter, (amongst the accompaniments) I beg to say, has once before been
; reported on by Lieutenant Fergusson in his letter to my address, No. 88, dated %
ber 1856.

5. I entirely approve of the report and remarks relative to this subject by Captain Roberi-
son, Officiating Superintendent of Maritie at Calcuita, and which were made subsequently to
Lieirténant Fergusson s.

6. 1 have reason to believe that the construction of a correct and large scale Chart of the

Coast of Western India, from the most recent Surveys, has been confided to the HonorableCompany's
Hydro apher in England, I cannot however say when it will be completed, but I trust that the
Track Chart of the Coast (on two inches fo the degree) compiléd by Lieutenant Fergusson and
published by Messts. Smith, Elder and Co., London, with the permission of the Honorable the
Court, and now universally used by all Ships of War and Merchant Vessels and Steamers will
serve every requisite purpose, and ensure 4 safé Navigation of the Coast (as it has already for some
years done) until the large scale Chart so much desired is published.
w1 would beg to recommend that Lieutenant Stiffe and two Midshipmen be appointed to
conduct the Survey in question, being well qualified for the specified duty.
8. The enclosures are herewith returned.
(Signed) HENRY J. LEEKE,
Commander-in-Chief of the I. N,
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ok e g e e - sy D ‘ ; . Qurvevs were made, but as the difference of Longitude between the
. L A : _ . | incorrect and altered since those '51.11\63’_’ RERE S R ! "
From Lieutenant E. F. T. FERGUSSON, 1, ~,, Indian Naval Draftsman; to His Excellenc) i ¥ standard position and those Meridians 1s given on the Chart of the Maldive group, the correction
Rear Admiral Sir H. J. LEEKE, k. 1., ®. ~., Commander-in-Chief of the [. N., dated - is simply a constant, which any intelligent Navigator can allow.' In the last C‘»hart received of t}.xe
Bombay, 22d October, No. 88 of 1856 L I ;LC ilive group, the Meridians are correctly inserted, supposing Bombay Light House to be in
S w20 48’ East, but so long as the Longitudes or the name of the place on which any Meridan is
DIR, e 3 i =~ : 1 that it is not worth while re-engraving an ex ensive
i : Chart, I contend that 1t 1s ngraving P
B i based, are given on any g = -
i s oo 2.y 4 gt 4 . T 5 * ) =) . J g
In reference to your Secretary’s Memorandum, No. 2836, of the 15th Instant, f’.mv:udm(_*‘@ b work for the mere purpose of altering the Meridian Pme.s : .
closures (herewith returned) for me to report upon, I have the honor to state that I have carefully £ oth. 1 beg tosay I perfectly agree with Captain Biden about destroying all old and incorrect
perused the letters from the Master Attendant at Madras to the Marine Board at that Presidency, (‘h'n“t' a5 BODE i they are replaced by newer and more trustworthy editions, and the rule is now
s . ~harts as : S -~ o ik
as also the letter from the Marine Board to the Madras Government, and beg to offer the follow- [, sdopted at Bombay with all Charts condemned by a Committee of Survey.
. aaog ¢ . ' f 3 J
ing remarks. : § led by Captain Biden on the little Coves (Andaman’s), also on the
£ v 5 nadec <
il T 10th. The lights 1ec011\n m}f : t : ki }l)rraW'lddy) and one on either (“ Oyster R)(’)ck” on the
Ist. The Survey of the Malabar Coast from Cape C : ¢ hee is finished with ¢ and one on Amherst POt L %
: he Malabar Coast from Cape Comorin to Kurrachee 1S hinishe NE Alguada reef, an B e p s ;

. : A ? : Mg e o : i . o<t) are all most judiciously selected positions, ¢ chted up as
the exception of about sixty miles, namely, between Mount Dilly and Calicut, and this is no¥ B8 « Terribles” (on the Arracan Coast) are Al J B.y i et and i lighted pp
being Surveyed and will no doubt be ¢ ] ted befl ] ' 1 { 1 g 1 ould be all that was necessary to }mt- the “a"lgﬂtlon of the entire de of Bengal on a

b T JeO anit W 10 doubt be completed betore the end of the year. proposed, W ; ! ‘ 3
: TR Tl s " ~ ! st efficient footing.
Znd. The Mannaby and . Palk'a Rivatis snolnd 3 : : oot of Ceylon: safe and most e ; h =
. pl : PllL Gulf off fannaar and Palk's Straits including the entive West Coast 0 : 2 i & I Jusion T have only to state that the recommendation of the Marine Board at Madras
irom 1ol H /T4 y: ad. has been Survev ; S Y (e > Wi . oncius . .
1«) n Po nt almy 1‘ to Dondra Ilead, has been Surveyed and a large Chart of the sam i B | y CM ter Attendants or Harbour Masters at all Ports of rising importance appears to be a
sheets 18 ; available te » public e nn ae . ’ : + < wroat 1mportances t ace iMaster A g & r
he sll I;;J\Ik.l\ :14 ).IL to the l,\ﬂ,,,t, The ml‘_\‘ drawback in the Chart is not of great mp¢ nl‘.t : kB top n(f i< rmly I would beg to suggest that there be only one Master Attendant at each Pre-
viz., that Palk’s .'truxts was not I\‘fJUl\(h"l l‘.l"ht AOTOS ‘l‘.-. = ey ‘1e. nor were [11,. mul‘.m::p E 5 B very wise one, ¢ e P ¥ l d . x 1 g . 1) F d P Oﬁ'i
d right across from side to side, n were e ’ 1 v i ¢ s performing similar duties at other Sea-ports, be designated Port -
ht which sidency, and all subordinates pe b ports, g

alror \ so Ta s 3} p i o . : )
taken out as far in the Gulf of Mannaar, as might have been done, but this is an oVersig

cers or Harbour Masters.

= e (Signed) E. F. T. FERGUSSON, Lieutenant LN

: Yo i 1 X 3 - * .
can be remedied when the deep Sea-soundings of the Malabar Coast are being made. ,
oL p - 8 . - 26508 E B i

godit s Clicle of “is. Bast Cobat: of Cerlon’ inchidini the <great- and : little B,\»F’i 8 Indian Naval Draftsman.
O IIFS Sy Ay ey e o s oy = o y . anc o [
required to be carefully Surveyed, I have myself compiled a Chart lately shewing the entire l>1«1"1 = = (True Copy.)

" Cevlon: el it sk ; - : j - : \g Anc k
ol (,t}](m, the Fast Coast of which and Basses are laid down at several }»uillt.‘\' from l,;mtmln a e o) SR (SlgHEd) H. J. LEEKE’

moit . N S ST . L configurads : b
Longitudes; on the authority of Captain Raper, Royal Navy, and Horsburgh, and the “mhi\s Commander-in-Chief 1. N.

5 ] Navyn I
which is not

pnh\iéh(‘d by

Naviga-

08

(True Copies.)
(Signed) P. MELVILL, Colonel,

Secretary to Government.

tion of the Coast with the soundings, from the Survey of Captain Heywood, Roya
The aversion of the Honorable Court to publishing “any ('l;m under their auspices,
entirely the result of actual Survey, renders it ,».-u'._.u'.,'.‘- that this Chart will not be
them; this is to be regretted, because it is doubtless the most correct substitute that the
tor could hate till the East Coast of Ceylon is properly Surveved.

] , A the OrpEr THEREON, No. 261, dated Sth July 1857.

The . p P b S ~ . e A Y
I'he Island of Ceylon however not forming any part of the possessions or I'e '
J 1€ pos -1!|Xi"“sl'\

Jover ) F Tndi: . ¢ : : : r 8
Government of India, but those of Her Majesty, there is no doubt the Survey now "
llic \ml.

municated to the Marine Board, in continuation of the correspondence

. peare t be Com
Ordered to ate 27th Aprﬂ last, No. 159.

furnished to them under d

desire CpT Tt N < Pkl ; ‘
lesired rests with Her Majesty’s Government, through which alone it could be ac

b
Rocks, pequires t
0 o.\':mmu‘d

(u(’kﬁ anv

‘h‘l N ; s (Coas & « BN ¥ g . \ 3
N 1 rh,t Coast of Coromandel from Point Calymere to the Santapilly
the minutely Surveyed, and all points now marked on the Chart, * doubtful” should be s
as to render such a remark unnecessary. The Andaman Archipelago and the adjacent I

Islets require also to be re-.urveved.

+oast

Al Al -t - ¥ . alé ] LO““

l 5th.  Captain Biden's remarks about the inaccuracies of Longitude in all ‘“‘lm:;m orable
Charts, haye be ici and ac i a

» haye been anticipated and acted up to long ago as far as could be done, but the etricd

Court will not publish a Chart of the Coast until the Survey is completed. The Trigono™ g 1o
plans of the Coast will, it is expected, be published in an uniform scale of four thousand }’afﬁﬂck
an inch, and the Mercator's Chart of the Coast, on the scale usually heretofore :ulnpted, f‘.hm'ts
Chart of the Coast of Western India, compileti by me in supercession of MCClucr‘s p 'nlile
and published at the commencement of this year, has been much patmnized by the M

Marine and is also used by the Vessels of the Indian Navy. 1 chant
> nd Mer

A v(jth- The reef pﬁ' Calicut on which the Honorable Company's Sloop Coote. & | is N0
Ship J.uha g lost was carefully Surveyed by Commander Montriou in 1844 20
be examined by Lieutenant A. D. Taylor, Indian Navy. Captain Biden's s~“gg':'smn..o(joote" il
tripod on it is a very excellent one, and had this been done a while ago after H1¢

lost, no doubt the “ Julia” would not have been wrecked. Const L8

: 7th. Captain Bfidﬂl's remarks on the late Commander Fell's Survey of th

in 3 sheets are very just, as they were far from being finished or in any W&y replete:

the ﬂ’sl’ecme

which the¥ <
d, having

Exd. J. A. Wilson.

’ St.h. The Charts of the Maldive and Laccadive groups are as regards
of the 1slets' and reefs one to another, quite correct, but the Meridians on
areA now a little out, owing to the Standard Meridian on which they were
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