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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

T

Reap—the following paper :—

From J. M. MACPHERSON, Esq., c.s.1., Secretary to the Government of India,
. . Legislative Department, to the Acting Secretary to the Government of
\ Madras, Legislative Department, dated Simla, 5th May 1899, No. 940.

I am directed to return, herewith, with the assent of His Excellency the Viceroy
- o bor and Governor-General signified thereon,
o make provision for the registration of the authentic copy of the Law noted on

births and deaths in rural tracts. : . : A
: ‘ the margin, which was received with
your letter No. 48, dated the 13th April 1899.

Order by ol zy.i’-“f’w, 1599 _
Ny

OrpEr—No. 67, Legislative, dated 25th May 1899.

The assent of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General to the Aect to
make provision for the registration of births and deaths in rural tracts, will be
communicated to the Revenue Department and the Act published in the Fort S7.
Gieorge Gazetle in English and in the veruaculars.

2. The attention of -the Revenue Department will be drawn to the provisions of
section 2 of the Act in the matter of taking steps to bring the Act into operation.

(True Extract.)

M. HAMMICK,
Ayg. Secretary to Government.

To the Revenue Department.
Superintendent, Government Press.
Translators to Government.
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TUESDAY EVENING,

. GEORGE GAZETTE
XY 8.0 JUNE 6, 1899.

SUPPLEMENT.

ACT OF I'HE GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

The following Act of the Governor of Fort'St. George in Council received the assent
of His Excellency the G(ﬁnor on the 3rd April 1899 and that of His Excel-
lency the Viceroy and Got srnor-General on the 3rd May 1899, and is hereby

promulgated for general information :—
MADRAS ACT No. III OF 1899.

An Act to make provision for the Registration of Births
and Deaths in Rural Tracts.

W HEREAS it 18 expedient to make provision for the registration of births and deaths in

rural tracts; It is hereby enacted as follows :—
1. This Act may be called the ‘ Madras Registration of Births and Deaths Aet,

1899.”
9. The Local Government may, by notification, extend this Act, or any portion

thereof, to any local area beyond the limits of the city of Madras and of the munici-
palities constituted under the Madras District Municipalities Act, 1884, and may also
by notification exclude any such local area from the operation of the Act or any

portion thereof. :
g, In this Act, unless there is something repugnant in the subject or context :—

«Village ” means any Jocal area, which for purposes of Revenue Administration is now
recognised as a village, or which may heréafter be declared by the Loecal Government
to be a village, and in which local area this Act or any portion thereof is in force.

« Registrar ” means a person appointed registrar of births and deaths under

section 5 of this Act.
4, On the publication of a notification under section 2 extending this Aet or any
portion thereof to any local area, the District Collector shall cause to be proclaimed in

the vernacular language by notices posted at the village chavadi or other conspicuous

place compulsory.
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9 MADRAS ACT No. IIT or 1899.

place and by beat of drum in every village within the area so notified and b bli
tion in the District Gazette the date from which registrati : e Y PR
be compulsory in the said area. gistration of births and deaths will

5, (1) On the publication of such notification, the Collect . Appointment
either by name or by virtue of any office he ma;j hold to beﬁ%ﬁﬁfﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ of registrars.
deaths for each village, or may if he sees fit divide any village into wards and appoint
a person either by name or by virtue of any office he may hold to be registrar fI;thhs
and deaths for each ward. v gistrar of D1

(2) Every registrar, so appointed shall keep in the preseribed form

: N frandy (s ¥9
births and deaths for his village or ward as the case may be a register of Rogistrars

keep registers
B h ; in ggzdp;':;m
6. Every such registrar shall, unless otherwise 3 Rogi .
: o > I 3 express| ; 14]. Registrars t0
lector in writing, reside within the village or ward of Evhi:hy haéug(;;l:efebgvs t?r}:- (;(I)lld !',sﬁ‘ :,;1;?:
shall. cause his name, with the addition of rogistrar of births and deaths for the """
village or ward for which he is so appointed, written in the v oL

placed in some conspicuous place on or near the outer door o ernacular language, to be

HEG f his office
%. (1) The Distriet Collector shall ca B e ’ £
number of register books for making entril;:e :’I?lgi printed and supplied a sufficient Distoi®
forms and instructions as may,
Government.

(2) A eopy of such forms in the vernacul

some conspicuous place on or near the outer door of the office of every registra
strar.

ths and deaths accordin h
: . § g to such pave registers
from time to time, be prescribed by the Local Ei':ﬁ:d- e

ar language shall be posted in Copy TSt
forms o0
poltedin"h

8. The father of every child or in : o Tyl i
G b Sathen, heidwito fasisking.ob thc:sgigfhtgi death, illness, absence or inability FiT to be

: 3 : d in her default :

member of the family resident in the house in whi Hasataatk eyery ahich a0

: . . g ich th wo woe
heving sharg o tho il o i gl o o above i migi sy £

e - r the day of such birth, give or ca : b , y
{)vrllim?g, fm]flormatlmu to the registrar,, a,ccordingut!?:)3 ttoh}:ebg:ezé ilitshek; m‘.alng ul 13

elief, o the several particulars required to be entered in the f owledge an

section 7. e forms prescribed under

Provided v i ive i
ed that a person not required to give information in the first instance Provi®*

but only in default of some othe
under this Act if he had l'easonab{ person, shall not be bound to give information

e cause t : .
or would be duly given by such othe;f ;ﬁgg_ suppose that the information had been
- thIe,r((i)\g(\iregfag}?g ttl;agl 19 th,e case of an illegitimate child, it shall in the first instance
person shall, as fath:r ef1 thsuc}} child to give information under this Act and 1o
it o o (;u slllmchif}ln]:ﬁ db:h reqlgirid to give information under this Act
{7 ) e re@istrar shal e .
nagle gf any person as father of such child, unless at t?xé qggniin:el MY B ;he
and of the person acknowledging himself to b : SHUGSE ok it AU

such person shall sign the register together 'withetht:l ;foa{:%:;r R e e

9. In case any new-born child is found exposed, it
)

person finding such child and of any pe | . i
to give, to the best of his knowlcdgep(;l:((l) Hblélughtzgetcharge such ohild may be placed :,fgetc»g‘r:g
?

after the finding of such child, such inf : he registrar, within seven days Gy found
rigisterod G o ing tho birth Ly such'l(? hi(ilr;lm::s.tlt(;:le iorff the particulars required to be espod

0
30,  The fearst sdult male solnt rmant possesses.

shall be tho duty of any {ofrge

Collector 0

T WA R m;% e e
-

b

£ g

the last illness, of any person dying inPresent at the death, or in attendance during gnformﬂﬁ;nr g

a village, or, in case of the default of such
relative,

MADRAS ACT No. III or 1899. 3

i y , person present at the death, or, in case of their default,
:ﬁ?t(::eel’l el‘e(;r:f ?}(11;] %oiil,eorpgn his Refault every adult male person living in the house
in whichpguch death has happened, or, in case of the default of such inmate, the person

dertaking the disposal of the corpse shall, within four days from the date of death,
et 1 ? 1u%e to be given either orally or in writing, information to the registrar,
gtlzzgrglin(;to the best of hi; kunowledge and bc?lief, of the several particulars required to
be entered in the forms prescribed under sectl?n 7.. o !

Provided that a person not required to give information in the first instance, but

> her person, shall not be bound to give information under
gl?ilg thd fff Zuelthgfl i(;f:or?:bf; cg,use t(,> suppose that the information had been or would

be duly given by such other person- .
li Tn case any person is found dead in a village under circumstances not covered

: : : tv of the head of the village to give forthwith, to the best
bg ;(;Ctlgol‘gf el(t1 ;1;131;;33 t;]:ﬁ(}e?’ };3 the registrar, such information of the particulars
:equiicd to be registered concerning such death as the. informant Dossesses.

12 Notwitﬁsmding anything contained in sections 8 and 10 of this Act—

' hild being born or of a person dying in any hospital, it shall
g dl)tp] chaste}?] gf}?[:dical oﬁieger in charge forthwith to send to the registrar a
n\:;-titc: mu %’riting of the occurrence of such birth or death containing the several

particulars required to be entered in the forms prescribed under section 7.

hild being born or of a person dying in any choultry,
(@) e of 0 oL b 0 L e o Gy hop o plc
chattram, it a.llci)e the duty of the owner, keeper or person 1n charge thereof
to§ pgt;:ilctiisgn formation required ander sections 8 and 10 in the manner specified

therein within forty-eight hours of the birth or death as the case may be.

‘ i istrs information required
; vho has orally given to a registrar any 1 q
13. E;e: yhgenm:v?itg i1(1) the register his name, description and place of abode, and,
};n}c::rct:z;;tcw;te 1 put his mark in the register to his name, description and place
1 ’

of abode, these particulars being in such case ontered by the registrar.
, the

: istrati i hild has

i 11 as soon as the registration qf the birth of a child
18 Tlhiegegl?:r?r oslimap’plication, free of all charge, ‘to th.e person 'who gives

ﬁ:mszgfneof ’th% bi;th an extract under his hand from the register relating to such

birth.

15, Every registrar shall without fee or reward register all information

: : i 2 and it shall also be his duty to inform him-
fumlsheglﬁ) .hlfm g?q%hsf}ft;!cllsoéf; ;g’elrir,death which takes place in his village or ward
o careh ]l} 3 e;l:tai}ln and register, as soon as conveniently may be after the event, the
o il 3 asC?red to be registered according to the forms pl_'escnbed under section 7
f:if;ﬁ;r;vi}usuéh birth and death as the case may l.)e, which has not already been

regmt;rﬁed.w hen the birth of any child has been registered without name, the parent

; ‘thin twelve months next after the re_gistration of
or guardisn ¢ padh S the register the name of such child ; and the

: 4 ; ter in
birth, require the registrar to St 4 shall initial and date the entry.
registrar shall thereupon enter the name, an 17. Subject

’

Head of the
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to give
information
regarding
other deaths.

In case of
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deaths in
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Medical
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charge to .
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required.
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registrar to
ive extract
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4 MADRAS ACT No. IIT or 1899,

17. Subject to any rules which the Local Government may make under section 20

registered therein.

which they purport to be copies.
18. Any person who—

L
>
6
! E

Y to give under sections 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 of this Act ; or

-
e TEAT

required to be known and registered ; or

Search of
3 birth and

any person may at all reasonable times, on payment of a fee of four annas for each desth
visit, search any register of births and deaths, and may on payment of a further fee T
of four annas obtain an extract from such register relating to any birth or death

All extracts givenunder this section shall be certified as provided in section 76
of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, and may be produced in proof of the entries of

Penalty for
omission to

(1) fails without reasonable cause to give any information which it is his duty give iziom-
tion, &o.

(2) gives, or causes to be given, for the purpose of being inserted in any
register of births or deaths, any information which is false and which
he knows or believes to be false touching any of the particulars

(3) refuses to write his name, description and place of abode or to put his mark

b
¢ in the register as required by section 13
B shall, on conviction before a magistrate, be liable to a fine not exceeding Rs. 10.

village in which the offence was committed or of an officer to whom the Tahsildar
subordinate.

in this behalf may stay such prosecution.
(2) In prosecutions for offences under the provisions of this Act, the accus

person may appear by an agent and may of right be defended by an agent.
Provided that the Magistrate may at any stage of the proceedings for reasons
be recorded in writing direct the personal attendance of the accused. :

90, The Local Government may, after previous publication, make rules—

SR ey T

under this Act;

£ ey 19. (1) No prosecution in respect of any offence punishable under this Act shall Proseontions

not to be

i be instituted exeept under the order of the Tahsildar having jurisdiction over the institoted

is except under
the order of &
Tahsildar or
an officer

The District Collector or any officer generally or specially empowered by him g porior
to him.

Accused
ed persons may

appear and be

defended
to agents. o

Power of

Local
(1) prescribing the forms of registers of births and deaths ‘required to be kept Govemment
Tame

forms and

(2) for the inspection and examination of the registers maintained under make roles,

section 5

duty or on account of illness or other cause ;
(4) for the custody, production and transfer of the registers and other reco

kept by registrars;

(3) for the conduct of the duties of the registrar during his absence on other

rds

(5) for the correction of clerical errors which may be discovered in the registers

of births or registers of deaths ;
(6) generally, to carry out the provisions of this Act.

SN , M. HAMMICK,

: Acting Secretary to Government.

MADRAS : PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT, GOVERNMENT PRESS.

. ; MADRAS ACT No. A OF 1899.

An Act to make provision for the Registration of Births
and Deaths in Rural Tracts.

WHEREAS it is expedient to make provision for the registration of births and deaths in
rural tracts; It is hereby enacted as follows :— .

1. This Act may be called the ¢ Madras Registration of Births and Deaths Act,
1899.”

9, The Local Government may, by notification, extend this Act, or any portion
thereof, to any local area beyond the limits of the city of Madras and of the munici-
palities constituted under the Madras District Municipalities Act, 1384, and may also
by notification exclude any such local area from the operation of the Act or any
portion thereof.

3, In this Act, unless there is something repugnant in the subject or context:—
% Village ? means any local area, which for purposes of Revenue Administration is now
recognised as a village, or which may hereafter be declared by the Loeal Government
to be a village, and in which local area this Act or any portion thereof is in force.

¢« Registrar ” means a person appointed registrar of births and deaths under
section 5 of this Act. :

4, On the publication of a notification under section 2 extending this Act or any
portion thereof to any local area, the District Collector shall cause to be proclaimed in
the vernacular language by notices posted at the village chavadi or other conspicuous
place and by beat of drum in every village within the area so notified and by publica-
tion in the District Gazette the date from which registration of births and deaths will
be compulsory in the said area.

5. (1) On the publication of such notification, the Collector shall appoint a person
either by name or by virtue of any office he may hold to be registrar of births and
deaths for each village, or may if he sees fit' divide any village into wards and appoint
o person either by name or by virtue of any office he may hold to be registrar of births
and deaths for each ward.

(2) Every registrar so appointed shall keep in the preseribed form a register of
births and deaths for his village or ward as the case may be. :

6. Every such registrar shall, unless otherwise expressly authorised by the Col-
lector in writing, reside within the village or ward of which he is the registrar, and
ghall cause his name, with the addition of registrar of births and ‘deaths fo;z the
village or ward for which he is so appointed, written in the vernacular language, to be
placed in some conspicuous place on or near the outer door of his office. :
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7. (1) The Distriet Collector shall : |
2 : . : sl : : ander cireumstances not covered Tend of the
R o e | cause to be printed a 33 e b any person 18 found dead in & V_lllaga pnder-cl sopiics village bound L&
forms and ‘jstmctigggkzsf();amhfng entries of births and deggh:uzﬂzg:g' v suﬁimen}t Golotor 0 bv"‘se(,l.tli(;nllnoc?:shal? bg the duty of the head of the village to give forthwith, to the best o) g
oy ki e of i Pwse;ibed : l'n%hto Eu‘;‘l m"'ismﬁ i o knowl,edge and belief, to the registrar, such }Dfom]atxon of the particulars J2EruC of
y-sha Lol £ g i o istered concerning such death as the informant possesses. ~ other deaths.
: i

§ o

12. Notwithstanding anything contained in sections 8 and 10 of this Act— ; i:jm £t f“

=2 i i . or of a person dying in any hospital, it shall Incaseof I 3
. (1) In e iOfﬁéﬁ}ﬁ l:)emg oeh : ith to send to .the registrar a 3::1;111; o3 : L
bedhe dufp Rt ¢ such birth or death containing the several hossit, |

notice in writingfof the occurrence 0 v, - Mt
PR particulars tequi.x% to be entered in the forms prescribed under megéibn. 4. cl?;:.rgeg):ﬁnd ‘
‘ no 100 G
d S registrar. 4
B g (2) A copy of such forms in g :‘
YV e the v i la :
some conspicuous place on or near the outer d:::chngﬁ; ;El‘iuage shall be posted in Copy o i ;
of every registrar. Ol bd in the - : dving in any choultry, In caseof
ek N A 8. The father of every chj : 55“‘;; o the 2) In case of a child b??igix?orl?o ‘;):e o:"a :erﬁfr:::a ckyorgtod e sh}:)p - pﬁcyé bisths and
T ot the b g e ild or in case of the death. i chattram, hotel, boarding house, l0CZIA8 ) BBy, e porson in charge thereof choulries
Rite moinbor of e fools poc sstisking at the birth and n ﬂlm:ie?’ ahsenco or inability A wbe of public resart, it shall be the Gy s 8 P 0 Tn the manner specified peonsm
Mo b8 . 11y resident in the T er default every pr ot i ‘inf tion required under Secti b ety B0 o
‘ /t g,&;g]?sg Chatr gefztgf tl}:e child, or in d:f:ltfl‘tl;sif] I;}:;h;clll s (ilhlld was horn a;':i :g;l;"m‘:‘%z 5';0«;:;‘3“ a‘leggx(: ;.}113]11;1 f%l;‘lg’l—eight l?ours of the birth or death as the case may be. Z?gﬁi'{. :
eks next atter the day of such birth, pj ove the mother, shall, withi e
writing, information to the registmy’ oo ¢ 0% C8USe to be give S IS
belief, of th e registrar, aceording to given, either orally or in . - satrd i i ired Apemson ¢ pise
vl % : e several particulars required to be egntemflh?n l:ﬁ“ of his knowledge and 13. Every person Who has orally given fo & registrar anydm{gzglﬁ?g% Orggu;;edd catront sfe
e forms = s . o th jster his namne, descrlptlon and piace ol 3 » anformation :
‘ prescribed under #” under this Act shall wrlllte u;thjzrxgga;k in the register to his name description and place o write it !
: = : name in ‘
:)ff 2%:3:11 t?l:e:: llt)i,rtsil(l:ilall'?being in such case entered by the registrar. Trgins, %
) 2 {
Provided that a
but onl person. mot required to giv HEEY,
h s tgmu‘l& c(fieiffm;}: gi sog;as (;)thgf person, shallg nZt ullbft;)r{::)ic::in ;2 it ﬁmf tatknos s . i -
g nabie ca ; ve 1n g B y 3 ‘:(.‘L,‘."x
or would be duly given by such other pl;?s:g suppose that the infomg:ation h(::ln ﬁZﬁ 1 4‘ The registrar shall, as soon as the registration of th§ birth of a ‘Lhﬂd has When 7 e
Provided also that, in th ' ; * : : lication, free of all charge, to the person who gives ™Esterte 7 :
e cas . 3 3 b leted ve, on app 1C s 4 : - ’ e extrac
.;Z r;];z d}l}ltﬁ of the motiler of sncﬁ 02 l?ilidﬂlfflt{mam in(;hlld, it shall in the first instance i,ff;nf;’g’g’n of ’thglbil’»th an extract under his hand from the register relating to such frceof charge. 1
shall, as father of such chilq gve 1nformation under thi : ir :
: ; : Apaian Aet, and no birth.
concerning the birth of such child. ap be required to give informati is Act, a : .
name of any person as fa » and the registrar shall n 100 under this Act 23 i i i i Y SR
ot i il i e S, 2 100 ot o T s 15, ey g sl ittt 27 el R o SEEEL ©
such person shall sign t} gmg to be the father of « of the mother £ rnished to him under sections 8 to 1o, all : kied g ; information 4 71, piak
s g £ e gu §le register together with the motheir of such child, and unless s:lf carefully of every bh? and gi every deat?cvgi}:it;izﬁtf; ﬂg{;’e g: ;}1& :;ﬂzg:vz;twmthde ;‘E’E,}‘:dtfﬁ or
v . *In case an L e ; rtain and register, as soon > f OoR S inten
s person finding such Zh?lew born child is found exposed, it sh - b s b e e ed to be re isteréd according to the forms pl.'escnbed under section 7 2m;1§i ::b
- d and of any person > 1t shall be the duty of Tnformation particulars requir g be. which has not alread been ond death.
to give, to the best of his knowledge (;) n.n whose charge such child ma l):  uoer) tob8sives touching every such birth and death as the case TAY 5% b d ot y SRk
atter tho finding of such chid, shch Infomessii ot s, TCETAF, Within seven e rogistered. ok
E: 2 ,},&' registered concerning the birth of such chilg :slt(ﬁle ioif f;fgaptrﬁculars required to 15;2 ﬂ?med-d o
AL : n
10. The n D1 possesses,
i earest adult male relative present at the death

the last illness, of : :
3 » Of any person dying in a vi h » OT in attendance during Mformation - 3
relative, every adult male person Plsesen village, or, in case of the default og us';llzﬁ o doih to 19 1ot &

the oceupier of th DRI t at the death : { iven within ;
in Whi,chpsuel(; deazhh}?::eﬁor . h&s default every adult m’&g’P]eI;scaslei of their default, e iy ‘ 16, When the birtheof any child has been registered without' name, the parent Bateyot U gl
undertaking the disposal (‘? ptirtleec(’ll"); mhc:ﬁe of the default of suoci'i;ﬁtlntihe flooms e ud b guar(iian of weg Sl tasy, withia Twe .mont};ls i aftfer thlf Il‘fi%(lisfm t?nt}g ne ¥ |
give or cause to be given, either ¢ se shall, within four da £, e person : e the registrar to emter in the registol the name of such calc;ane HH

according to thg beestgolf‘ ‘;ﬂ; ﬁgi’le‘(’,’agb’ grb“ll' variting, infgr:nﬁfi?uﬂtls ?ﬁte of death, ?;gi};{:r::%m th:rel;lfﬁ enter the name, and shall initial and date the entry. -
be entered in the forms _ 8¢ and beliel, of the several part; e registrar, - ‘ ; gt TS

rescribe : particula ; . : "
e b e, et s asi o « which the Local Government may make under section 20, Scarch of 44" Faht

i rule
any ;Zéosuﬂ;cgzoa?{easonable times, on_payment of a fee of four annas for each death

ive information i § pr.d : : the and deaths, and may on payment of a further fee
ation 1n the first instance, but visit, search any register 5 txl-)alf:t from such r,egister relating to any birth or death

tion under of four annas o})tam an ex
registered therein.
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Al] extracts givenunder this section shall be eértiﬁeci

of -the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, and may be
which they purport to be copies. -
4% 18, Any person vhoj ; Penalty for
' (1) fails without reasonable cause to give any information which it is his duty give informa-
~ to give under *seetg:ns 8,9, 10, 11 and 12 of this Act ; or- -
(2) gives, or causes to be given, for the purpose of being inserted in an
;egiit:r of bu'th;ef.r deaths, lt:ny information which ?s e and whioz.
e knows ‘or believes to be’ false touching.an he purticulars
required to be known and registered ; or giies . w g

as provided in section 76
produced in proof of the entries of

(3) refi‘lses to write his name, deseription and place of abode or to put his mark
Jin the register as required by section 13

shall, on conviction before a magistrate, be liable to a fine not exceeding Rs. 10,
19, (1) No prosecution in respect of any offence punishable und thi ‘shall Prosecations

be instituted except under the order of the 'I‘ahsildag-' having' julrlis?irictitl); A(;t;h t?lle Sradiatad %

village in which the offence was committed or of an officer to whom the Tahsildar js except under

subordinate. : - S Gl »

The District Collector or any officer generally or s eciall : .
in this behalf may stay such prosecution. e Y o Specially empowered by him yuzerior

to him.
(2) In prosecutions for offences under the

.. A \
provisions of this Aet, th, d persondipay
person may appear by an agent and may of right be defended by a b, $he.aceused ¥ d'be

Provided that the Magistrat A S
. +rovided that the Magistrate may at any stage of the roceedings f : o
be r'edin‘déd}n writing direct the personal atteyndagc'e of the I;.coused. e e
20, The Local Government may, after previous publication, make rules—
(1) prescribing the forms of registers of births and death uired e
under this Act; _ s e ap i
e (52) for the inspection and examination of the registers maintained under L
penblgp e o L | | '
_ (8) for the conduet of the duties of the re istrar during hi '
duty or on aeeount of illness or other cause¢ ; _ c: : B iy Ve
)] fo_r the custody, production and transfer of the registers and other records
kept By( ﬂ)é‘grs’dm;é‘; ‘ » |
5) for the correction of clerical errors which ma discovered in ¢ giste
of births or registers of deaths ; e e

(6) generally, to carry out the provisions of this Act,

H'Wof _/L[W s e 3...)ng77- - A e
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