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GOVERNMENT OF FORT ST. GEORGE.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT

With the perm
EABHAPATI

————

ission of His Excellency the Prosident, the Hon'ble P. Rarxa-
Prrrar will ask the following questions at the ensuing meeting of

the Council to be held on the 9th day of March 1899 :—

1. With reference to the remarks of the Sanitary Commissioner who writes in
his report for 1896 regarding Karur (Coimbatore), that ¢ the sub-soil of the town is

gaturated with goakage from cess-pools, and as typhoid is a recognized disease in this L AL
town, it need not be assumed that solely malarial fever was dealt with,” will Govern-

ment be pleased to ctate whether any and what steps have been ordered to be taken

to remedy the state of things in the above place ?

11. Will Government be pleased to state in how many towns water-works )
have been introduced, amd in how many of these drainage works have beem < g

completed ?
I1I. With r

« No other than a mediocre result from sanitary works in this Presi-
dency can, however, be expected, so long as they are not constructed

go as to involve, not
long as the facilities

eference to the marginally-noted observations of the Sanitary 7
Commissioner in his <
report for 1896, will

the major portion of towns but the whole, so Government be pleas-
afforded are not such as to permit free use of ed to take steps to

the water by the inhabitants in all parts of tho town and atall induce the Municipal
times of the day ; and above all, o long as the Municipal Councils  Councils referred to

persist in retaining t
supplies should have

he old wells and tanks which the public water- ]y that officer to give
replaced. up the old wells and

tanks in favour of the public water-supplies introduced into their towns?
1V. (a) In view of the fact that out of 47,847 deaths from cholera in the

whole Presidency of
gingle district of Jo

)
Madras during 1896[no less than 10,731 deaths occurred in the < 0
imbatore alone, will Government be pleased to state whether the

cause of the severity of the epidemic in that district has been ascertained ?
(b) If so, will it be pleased to lay on the table the/papers on the subject ?

V. Will Gov

5

ernment be pleased to state whether any satisfactory explanation _//p

has been found of the fact that only 4,390 villages out of a total of 44,678 in the
whole Presidency were affected, although cholera prevailed in every district in 1896,

and although in point of their sanitary condition the villages that suffered differed
little from those that escaped ?

VI. Whether the attention of Government has been drawn to the statement 1
that has been going around of the papers (Hindu, dated 1st February 1899, and Jot
other papers) to the effect that the Madras Government had issued a confidential
circular asking the Travancore Government to send up a list of the Travancore officers

who attended the last Indian National Congress at Madras, and will it be pleased to

gtate if there is any truth in the statements of the papers ? *

VIL (a) With reference to my question No. XXVI asked at the meeting of Ad K Y
(LA

the Council of the 93rd November 1897, and the reply of Government that the train

gervice referred to

wiil receive its attention, will (Glovernment be pleased to state

whether the alterations in the passenger train service on the South Indian line notified

“on the 6th February
Government ?

1899 to take effect from the 10th idem have been approved by




*
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(b) Whether, in view of the fact that the altered- service subordinates the
interests of the travelling publjc of the Negapatam-Tanjore section to the convenience
of the inhabitants of Karikal, Government will be pleased to reconsider the matter
and make such arrangements as may satisfy the reasonable requirements of Karikal
without prejudicing the interests of a large population of an extensive tract of country
in the Negapatam-Tanjore section ?+ - o :

(¢) Whether Government is aware that by the abovefaltered service the
people of Negapatam and those residing on the Negapatam-Tanjore and Peralam-
Tiguvalir sections have been placed in a much worse position than they were on the
923rd November 1897 when the question referred to in clause () was asked, inasmuch
as, instead of a mail service connection with Madras by a shorter route on the M4ya-
varam-Muttupet line prayed for, even-the mail service connection with Madras by the
longer route which was then In existence for out-going passengers to that city (mail
train No. 145) and the one for passengers returning from it (train No. 119) have been
now abolished ? " s :

VIII (a) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons which influenced
it in converting Negapatam, which had been for a long scries of years the head-
quarters of a Sub-Collector, into a Head Assistant’s division ? : ;

(3) Whether, in view of the importafce of the varied interests of the
Negapatam division, such as Sea-customs, Port, Marine, Shipping, Trade, Emigration,
Land-customs, and of the circumstance that the place is the seat of a growing Railway
workshops, and of a large European community which renders the presence of a
Justice of the Peace necessary, Government will be pleased to revert to the old
arrangements, and make it a Sub-Collectorate ¥

- _
IX. With reference to, the statement published in the Tanjore District Gazette .

for September 1898 showing that 37 plots of land, measuring 136 acresand assessed
at Rs. 296, were sold for arrears of Government ievcnue and purchased by Govern-

m-nt itself at one anna per plof, will Government be pleased to inquire into the -

circumstances attending the sale and furnish the (ouneil with information as to why
no one offered to bid, and Goverawmer t was obliged to purchese the lands for a nominal
price ? : .
X. With reference to similar statements published in the Tanjore District
Guazette, dated the 20th October 1898, and 1st December 1898, showing that 28 plots
of land, measuring 5111 acres and assessed at Rs. 59-2-0, and 57 plots, measuring
76 acres and assessed at Rs. 203, respectively, were sold for arrears of Government
revenue and purchased by Government itself at one anna per plot, will Government
be pleased to inquire into the circuimstances attending the sales and furnish the Couneil
with similar information as is requested in the preceding question ?

XI. With reference to section 3, chapter II of the Grant-in-aid Code which
provides a ¢ Conscience clause in schools for Europeans,” and makes attendance at
religious instruction in such schools entirely optional, will Government be pleased to
take into consideration the desirability of enacting a similar clause for the benefit of

‘.___,-‘ {
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the pupils of the Hindu, Muhamnfadan, Parsi, and other religious denominations,-

attending institutions in which religious instruction is given ? .
-

XII. With reference to Revenue Board’s Proceedings, No. 308 (Land Rev-
enue), dated the 16th November 1898, prgmulgating certain rules for calculating the
capitalized value of all permanent ‘periodical payments to or by Government, under
which in the case of such dues payable fo Government the capitalized value shall
be not less than thirty times the annuity, but which in the case of dues payable by

Government shall nof be more than twenty times the a‘hnuity, will Government be -

lehsed to move the Goverument of India in view to placing both the cases on &
footing of equality ? . !

XIIIL. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether the accretions to the
river margins formed by the action of the current are under the control of the Public
Works Department or the Revenue Department ?

(3) Ts Government aware that such lands formed as Padugai on the margins
of the Cauvery and its branches have been dealt with by the Public Works Department

- without refercnce to the Revenue Department, and leased out for the rearing of

bamboo and other shady growths, which affect’injuriously the cultivation and crops
of the adjoining landholders ?

H ‘.-.

e

L




3

(¢) Where the land is scooped out by the action of the current of a river at
1D one point, and formed at another, does not Government think that the owner of the
.. _ ¥ , former land has a reasonable claim to the lafter ?

. , (d) If Government is not in possession of the required information, will it
3 o i 2 be pleased to direct a general enquiry into the matter, and call for a report on such
. . . 5 cases in the villages of Alavandipuram, Tenampadugai, Papanasam, and Govindagudy,
. &e., in the taluk of Kumbakénam ? “‘«’j

XIV. Will Government be pleased to state the circumstances in which Y . < o/ - \ :
Director of Public Instruction has thought fit to refuse recognition to the Mzhant’'sd —° ‘
Hindu Union School at Vellore ? . |

=

: _ g , XV. (a) Has the attention of Government-been drawn to the views expressed |
. ' | 3 \ by Dr. Miller in the Christian College Mugazine of July 1898, on the Lower Secondary /J)' 1Y
} » Examination, in which he says, among others, that ¢ from the very beginning of a i
%""/ boy’s training both pupils and their teachers are almost irresistibly induced to give
i . exclusive attention not to the intelligent reception of knowledge, not to the develop- \
f ment of mental power jor the formation of healthy mental habits, but to the filling
: the memory with what is likely to pay in an examination, in other words, to crani-
. ; ming,” and that the existing ovil state of matters ¢ cannot be radically cured so long
) : ] g as boys are driven to a public examination at an age when its effects upon their
‘ mental attitude and upon the whole development of both intellect and character can
hardly, in the very nature of the case, be é.ess than fatal 7’ ? ‘
(b) In view_of the weight attaching to the opinion of such an eminent

educational authority%which is generally concurred in by the people at large, will
Government be pleased to state whether the question is engaging its attention, and

. - whether it proposes to apply a remedy to the evils pointed out ?
XVI. (a) With reference to my question. No. VIII asked at the meeting of / [ 1 = =
the Council on the lst February 1898, and the reply to it, and in view of the fact e
_that the number of deaths from small-pox in 1896 in the Presidency was so large as
9,410, in which no district enjoyed entire immunity, will Government be pleased to ad
\

state whether the recommendation of Surgeon-Major W. B. Bannerman to appoint
two Assistant Inspectors of Vaccination  to inspect the verification work of the
deputies, and so impose a wholesome restraint on the dishonest practices which at
present prevail to too large an extent in the department” will be taken into favourable
consideration at an early date ? :

, (%) If the recommendation referred to in clause (a) of this question has nof
been received yet, will Government be pleased to call for a report upon suggestion?

_XVIL In view of the inability expressed by the |Municipal Councils and
TLocal Boards to start schools on their own account for the education of deaf-mutes and /-
blind persons from want of funds in response to the circular issued to them in March &

f 1898 by the Director of Public Instruction, will Government be pleased to take into
! consideration the desirability of establishing such; institutions in some central locality
. ' [ | | at its own cost ? :
 XVIIL (a) With reference to G.O., No. 680, Revenue, dated the 14th Nov-
ember 1898, and the Revenue Board’s Proceedings No. 351, dated the 20th December
1898 (Land Revenue), will Government be pleased to state the circumstances under
*  which it has been found necessary to transfer the power to issue distraint. Tnotices A
No. I under Madras Act II of 1864, hitherto exercised by the Tahsildars,to village :
headmen ?
() If Goverhment has decided to try the experiment of the change, will it
be pleased to call for reports from the Distriet officers at the close of the current
fasli as to the way in which the new procedure has been working ?

e

S v

XIX. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the suggestion
~ made by Diwan Bahadur R. Raghunatha Row Avergal in the columns of the Madras « .. {
Mail, dated the 11th instant, on the subject of Police torture ”’ ? s

: (b)) Will Government be pleased to take into consideration the desirability
ofliopting his suggestion and forming a separate scction of the Police for the custody
of under-trial prisoners as distinguished from a detective and prosecuting séction
in view to minimizing the evils frequently complained of regarding extortions of
confessions by the Police ? "
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GOVERNMENT OF FORT ST. GEORGE .

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

With the permission of Iis Excellency the President, the Hon’ble M.R.Ry.
P. RarnasapEaPATI Prirar will ask the following questions at the ensuing
meeting of the Council to be held on the 9th day of March 1899 : —

Local and Municipal Department.

XX. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the proportions or the mode in
which the plague charges are now being distributed among Provincial, Local and
Muniecipal funds? ’

(b)) What kinds of charge e now borne by the Provinc¢ial funds, and
what by the Local Boards and Munic ‘ities, and also what proportion to the total

cost the charges from the Provincia’ ‘ ‘bear?

XXI. Will Government be - to state what arrangements have been
made for the supply of serum for , culation, and whether sufficient supplies
are available for use 1n the affect’ 4 and those adjoining them ?

XXII. (¢) Whether inc ~ “10ns are being performed in the plague-affected

municipalities of Walajapet, Vell ce, Véniyamb4di, Tirupati and Bellary, &e., and in
the affected districts of Anantapur, Bellary, Kurnool, North .Arcot, and Salenr ?

(3) Will Government be "pleased to place at the disposal of the Press
statistics of the uninoculated persons, attacks and deaths among them, and of the once
and twice inocumlated, attacks and deaths among them, respectively, in the places
and tracts referred to in clause (@) of this question ?

-
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GOVERNMENT OF FORT ST. GEORGE

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

With the permission of His Excellency the President, the Hon'ble M.R.Ry.

C. VIzavaRAGHAVACHARIAR will ask the following questions at the ensuing

meeting of the Council to be held on the 9th day of March 1899 :—

XXIII. Will the Government be pleased to state—

() When a special officer was last appointed to revise the District Manuals
and how long he was on the special duty ?

(6) What was the original allotment of money made in this behalf and what
was the actual amount expended ?

(c) How many District Manuals have been revised by the special officer
and how many manuals so revised have been printed and issued ?

(d) Whether, in view of the importance of issuing District Manuals revised
up 'to date, it intends to take any and what steps to complete the work for which the
special officer was appointed ?

XXIV. Is it a fact that the annual import of the Bombay light salt into
this Presidency is gradually increasing and becoming more popular with the con-
sumers than the s1lt manufactured in this Presidency ? If so, will the Government
be pleased to consider the desirability of revising the rules relating to the manu-
facture and sale of salt so as to create facilities for the production of light salt in
this Presidency ? Will it be pleased to state further what other steps it deems
necessary to] take, in view to make the competition of the Madras salt with Bombay
salt more successful in future and to protect the salt revenue ?

XXYV. Will the Government,be pleased to state whether it is now in a position
to say what steps it intends to take in view to give effect to the recommendations of
Mr. Nicholson, I.C.S., regarding establishment of agricultural banks ?

XXVI. In view of the general complaint that the state of management of the
Hindu religious and charitable endowment is very unsatisfactory and in view of the
fact that the question of fresh legislation on the subject has been long occupying the
attention of the Government and the public, will the Government be pleased to consider
the desirability of early passing a suitable law in reference to this matter ?

XXVIL (a) Is it a fact that ome or two more vacancies may be sho:tly
expected to occur in the Madras High Court in consequence of other Judges than
Mr. Justice Davies going home on furlough ?

(6) What is the present state of file of arrears of cases in the High Court? 1Is
it a fact that the rate of disposal and outturn of work in the High Court are gradually
becoming greater than in previous years ?

(¢) Will the Government be pleased to take advantage of this opportunity to
consider what should be the full permanent complement of Judges, whether five or six ?

(d) 1f the Government thinks it necessary that the High Court should continue
to consist of six Judges, will it be pleased to consider the desirability of appointing
an Indian to the sixth judgeship[and further to consider whether it would not be
in the advancement of justice to provide for two Judges of the High Court, an Indian
and Englishman, visiting from time to time the District and Subordinate Courts and

~hearing cases in such centres in the mofussal as may be convenient ? ’7
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XXVIIL (a) In reference to the sequestration of the Laccadive Islands in
1876 under the orders of the Government of india, is it a fact that the Islands were to
remain in the occupation of the British Government until the arrears of tribute due-
from the Raja were cleared off ?

(2) Is it a fact that, under the terms of the said orders of the Government of
India, the Islands were to be restored to the Raja on the condition of his engaging to
accept and continue the system of fiscal and judicial administration that the British
Government might introduce during its occupation ?

(¢) Is it a fact that the Secretary of State for India directed the restoration of
the Islands to the Raja about the middle of the year 1895 ? -

(d) Is it a fact that, agreeably to the terms of the order of sequestration of the
Government of India and of the despatch of the Secretary of State for India directing
restoration, the Raja expressed, in August 1895, his willingness to continue the
system of administration introduced in the Islands by the British Government ?

{(e) Will the Government be pleased to state the circumstances under which
it has been found necessary to defer the restoration of the Islands to the Raja as
dirccted by the Secretary of State for India and further to state the time within which
the restoration may be expected ?

XXIX. (a) Has the attention of the Government been called to the articles
that appeared in 7%e Madras Standard in its issues of the 23rd merning, and of the
26th and 27th evenings of February last regarding the Madras Law College ?

(8) Are the statements made therein substantially true ?

(¢) Is it a fact that the Principal of the College threatened to inflict the
punishment of summary and immediate dismissal on such of the students ashe sus-
pected to be guilty of furnishing information to the Press respecting the irregular-
attendance of himself and his assistants at the College ?

(d) Isit a fact that he told the students that he had given the informants a rope
which they might take wherever they |liked and which was sufficient to hang them ?

(e) Is it a fact that he further told his students that giving information to the
Press would make the staff of professors vindictive towards the students ?

(f) Isit a fact that the Principal of the Law College has issued an order
prohibiting Press reporters from entering the College ?

{g) Is it a fact that the Principal and his assistants attend the Law College
{ate, occasionally on account of business in the High Court ?

(&) TIs it a fact that the Principal threatened the students to the effect that”
communication with the Press would entail the more rigorous enforcing of the rules
regarding their attendance in the College and the granting of term certificates to
them ?

(#) Isit a fact that the Principal recently refused, for a time, to grant term
certificates to certain students appearing for the next F. L. Examination on theground
that they did not do well in the College examination and, if so, is his action in

- accordance with the rules ?

(/) In view to report upon the state of affairs regarding the Law College and
to submit & scheme for placing the institution on a proper and satisfactory working
basis, will the Governmen? be pleased to appointa Committee, or take such other
steps as may be deemed necessary ?

_ XXX. (a) Has the attention of the Government been called to the article
published in 7%e Madras Times in its evening issue of the 17th February last under
the heading ‘‘ A tale of a devotee—A regrettable incident ’?

.(b) Is it a fact that the devotee mentioned in the article was arrested under
a non-bailable warrant ?

(¢c) Is it a fact that the offence of which he was accused was hurt, a
bailable offence ?

(d) Is it a fact that the man was released on bail on being produced und
the warrant before the Mdyavaram Magistrate who had issued the vgal?rant ? 2]

(¢) Will the Government be pleased to direct an enquiry why the Magi
of M4yavaram did not provide in the warrant for the releaseqof S;he ilan ona%l:itlmg g
the officer executing the warrant ? y
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GOVERNMENT OF FORT ST. GLORGE.

LEGISLATIVEDEPARTMENT.

With the permission of His Excellency tho President, the Hon’ble At
LG will ask the following questions at the ensuing
eting of él:e Council to be held on the 9th day ef March 1899.

XXX| (#) Will Government be pleased to statc which of the listed appoint-
ments declared open to the Provincial Service are now permanently held by members

of that service ?

b) Will Government be pleased. to state approximately when the claims of
the members of the Indian Civil Service will be satisfied with regard to ome of the
Under Sceretaryships to Government ?

XXXIP Will Government be pleased to state how many, and what, appoiat-
ments not reserved to the Indian Civil Serviee are now held in this Presidency by
members of that service ?

XXXII/ (a) Isit a fact that Hen when they are at head-quarters, District

Collectors in some districts, do not attend office but transact business and dispose of

appeals and other matters of judicial nature at their residence ?

(4) Has this practice been brought to the mnotice of Government and doee
it meet with its approval ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state what instructions, if any, it has
issuedjto District Collectors in the above matter and place the same on the table ?

XXX, Will Government be pleased to obtain and place on the table a state-
ment showing the number of suits decided during 1897, by the Bench Courts consti-
tuted under section 9 of Act I of 1889 and if the information for preparing such a
statement is not availabe, will Government be pleased to issue instructions that such
information should be obtained'and embodied in future in the Adm‘unistration Report
on Civil Justice in the Presidency ? :

XXXIV. Will Governmert be pleased to state when the scheme to reorganize
the class of Delta Superintendents in the Department of Public Works is likely to be

brought into force ?

XXXV/ In view of the fact that in the construction of the Madras Railway
n provision has been made at important stations for latrine accommodation for first
- nd second-class Indian passengers and also for refreshment rooms for all classes of
ludian passengers, will Government be pleased to take mecessary steps for providing
ench accommodation for the. convenience and comfort of Indian passengers on the
Dezwada-Madras and East Coast Railways recently opened for through traffic ?

XXXVI/ (a) With reference to the answer of Government to question No.
XXX at the meeting of the Council held on 1st February 1898, that the reason why
{he enhanced water-rate of five rupees an acre was imposed on lands held on zamin-
dari or imam tenure in Gddévari and Kistna districts, was that “they were on
the whole more favourably circumstanced ”’ than the neighbouring ryotwari lands,
cxempted in some instances from the enhanced rate, will Government be pleased
to state what it means by their being * more favoradly circumstanced.”

- () Isita fact that there are several lands in the said districts held on
samindaii or inam temure that deserve to be exempted from the enhanced rate but

D, A, 3
{ N LL-{;
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for the circumstance that they were favourably assessed at the time of the permanent
settlement or at the enfranchisement of inams, and has Government made any enquiry
into the matter ?
(¢) If Government is not in a position to answer the above in the affirmative,

will Government be pleased to order an enquiry whether there are any zamindari or
inam lands that deserve to be exempted from the enhanced rate ?

XXXVII! (¢) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the following
resolution passed at the Kistna District Conference [in June 1897 and what orders
have been passed thereon :—

«“ XXI. That this Conference re-affirms the Resolution XIII of Gudivada Conference,
and while expressing the satisfaction and thankfulness of the people of a very small number of
villages in which a four-rupee rate has been levied as before in consideration of the poverty of
the soil and other circumstances in those villages, regrets that a complete examination has not
yet been made of a very large number of other villages containin similarly poor soil to a greater
or less extent and requests that the lower rate of assessment may be levied on all lands of inferior
quality in every village.”

(b)) Will Government be pleased to state how many villages in the Kistna
district have been exempted from the enhanced rate and place on the table a list of
such villages ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether an examination of the
lands in the Kistna district was made by any officer of Government, whether a
report of such examination was submitted to Government and whether Government
passed orders thereon ?

(d) Will Government be pleased to place on the table the report and order

7 Lc- of Govw thereori in thf said matter? A A Pads ST
= fortte M
XXTF o XXXVII. Will the Government l;‘;ipleased to lay onthe Council table papers
2 ,.—trelating to the several proposals made by the local Muhammadan Educational Board

as regards Muhammadan education and the action taken by Government thereon ?

‘ 7<Lv XXXIX: Will the Government be pleased to direct the more extensive

i. nomination of Muhammadans as members of the Village Punchayats, Local Boards
and Municipal Councils, seeing that the majority of the electors belong to the other
communities ?

XL{ From the General Administration Report for 1896-97 it appears that out
of 6,308 Muhammadans in the Public Service 5,348 are employed in the Police
department. If the latter number includes any constables, head constables and station-
house officers, will the Government be pleased to state the number in each class ?

XLII Will the Government be pleased to state what check is exercised in the
matter of securing a proper consideration of the claims of Muhammadans in the
subordinate branches of service ? ,

XLII/ Will the Government be pleased to reserve a certain proportion of
appointments for qualified Muhammadans in each branch of service as the system
appears to have been introduced Eith success/in the Bengal Presidency ?

“ : XLII. Will the Government be pleased to consider the desirability of
. appointing a Muhammadan for the post of the Inspector-General of Registration,
it when the next vacancy occurs, sceing that the appointment has been successively held

\' by representative of the other communities ?

XLIV. Is it a fact that on the representation of the Muhammadan population
of Trichinopoly the Government was pleased to assure them that their claims for a
proper representation on the local Municipal Counecil will be borne in mind and
allowed two nominated seats to them ? If so, will the Government be pleased to state
whether this number has been kept up? In consideration of the large number of
Muhammadan population in this town, will the Government be pleased to always
reserve two nominated seats as requested by them ?

XLV/{ (a) Will the Government be pleased to state the circumstances which
have lefd to t?he system of commutation of Carnatie stipends of small value which is
now in force :

(6) Will the Government be pleased to reconsider its order as regards

commutation after calling for a special report from the Paymaster, Carnatic Stivends.
as to the effect which that system has produced on the Car{atic fa;ni}y? &
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