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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From R. NATHAN, Esq., Under Secretary to the Government of India, Home
department (Public), to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras,
dated Caleutta, 29th November 1899, No. 2782.

Referring to the correspondence ending with your letter No. 7, dated the
31st January 1899, I am directed to forward, for the information of the Governor
in Council, a copy of the despatches
noted in the margin, relative to the
working of the regulations made under
section 1, sub-section (4), of the Indian
Councils Act, 1892, for the nomination
of Members to the Legislative Counecil of
His Excellency the Governor of Madras.

From the Government of India, to the Secretary
of State, No. 42, dated the 6th July 1899.
From the Secretary of State, to the Government
of India, No. 111, dated the 7th September

1899.

ENcLOSURES,

Dasparca from the Government of India, Home department (Public), to Her Majesty’
Secretary of State for India, dated Simla, 6th July 1899, No. 42. b

We have the honour to refer to Your Lordship’s Public despatch No. 137, dated the 15th
September 1898, in which an inquiry was made whether, in our opinion and in that of the local
Governments, the working of the regulations made under the Indian Councils Act, 1892, section
1, sub-section 4, for the nomination of additional members to the Imperial and local Legislative
Councils had been satisfactory, or whether they called for any amendment in order to out
fully the intentions of _the legislation of 1892. In particular Your Lordship desired to {now
whether the repregeptatmn. of all important classes had been adequately secured, and whether, as
alleged by the British Indian Association of Bengal, the tendency of the regulations was to give
undue preponderance in the councils to the professional classes, and especially to the legal profes-
sion, and, if so, in what manner a more even balance of representation, whereby the influential

Jandholding class might receive a proportion of nominations corresponding more closely to their
importance in the community, might be attained.

2. We have consulted the local Governments concerned on the subject and forward copy of
their replies for Your Lordship’s information.

3. The Government of Madras are of opinion that in that presidency all important classes
are, as far as possible, represented in the Legislative Council, that undue reponderance has not
been given to the professional classes, including the legal profession, and that a more even balance
of representation whereby the landholding classes should be given further nominations is un-
necessary. 'The Governor in Council believes that no better representatives of the rural classes
than vakils (who spring from and have intimate relations with them) can be found; and be

considers that the existing regulations have worked well, and that they eall for no material
amendment.

_ 4. The Government of Bombay admit that in that presidency the mufassal municipalities
and district local boards have been invariably represented by various High Court pleaders,
but they do not consider that any attempt to obtain a more extended representation of the rural
classes would be likely to achieve the object in view or lead to more intelligent discussion of any
measures brought before the Couneil. )l‘h'e Governor in Couneil is of opinion that the existing:
regulations have worked as well as could have been anticipated ; and be has no. alterations to
suggest in them, or in the rules connected with them.

i
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5. So far as Bengal is concerned, we received, about the same time as Your Lordship’s
despateh of the 15th September, a communication from the local Government, dated the 8th
October 1893, forwarding a representation from the British Indian Association. In that letter
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor pointed out that, in his opinion, the existing provision iu

paragraph 1IT of the Bengal Council regula-

" epide Home department notification No. 359, dated the $iong® to give one of the three seats at his dis-

17th March 1893, communicated to the Secretary of Btate

with Public despatch No. 9, dated 22nd idem. posal ordinarily to a representative of the

zamindars of Bengal was 1nsufficient. To give
the landholders of Bengal definitely the right to a seat, Sir John Woodburn proposed to take
one of the two seats from the mufassal municipalities, and, to effect this, he suggested certain
alterations in paragraphs 1I and IL1 of the regulations of the Bengal Legislative Council, which
will be found detailed in paragraph 9 of the letter from the local Government above referred to.
After considering Your Lordship’s despatch of the 15th September last, Sir John Woodburn has
no further remarks to offer on the subject.

6. The Government of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh states that the intention that
all important classes should be represented on the Council has in those provinees been given
effect to in as satisfactory manner as could be ex pected, and His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor
does not consider that any modification of the existing system is called for.

7. After carefully considering the replies of the local Governments we have arrived at the
conclusion that the existing system need not be modified at present, except as regards Bengal in
the manner proposed by His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor. 1f Your Lordship in Couneil
will approve, we shall issue the necessary orders for the modification of the rules of the Bengal
Legislative Council.

8. In regard to the nomination of persons to the Imperial Legislative Council nove of the
local Governments consulted have made any remarks. We find, however, that all important
classes are duly represented on this Council, and we do not therefore consider that any change in
the existing system is necessary.

Drsparca from Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India, to His Excellency the Right
Honourable the Governor-General of India in Couneil, dated London, 7th September 1849,
No, 111 (Public).

1 have considered in Council the letter from Your Excellency’s Government, No. 42
(Publie), dated the 6th July 1899, in which you report your opinion that, except in Bengal, it
is unnecessary at present to modify the existing system for securing the representation of all
important classes of the population in the Legislative Councils. The proposals made for Bengal
involve the transfer of one seat, now allotted to mufassal municipalities, to be filled on the
recommendation of © such association or associations of landholders as the Lieutenant-Governor
may from time to time rescribe,” and are stated in detail in paragraph 9 of the Bengal Govern-
ment’s letter No. 1469-A. D., dated the 8th October 1898.

2. I approve this modification of the regulations for Bengal.

OrpEr—No. 130, Legislative, dated 13th December 1899.
Recorded.

(True Extract.)

H. TREMENHEERE,

Secretary to Govermment.

Bxd. V, Rumachendra Bao.
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BACK PAPERS.

; @.0.

No. Department. | Date.

FURTHER PAPERS.

G.0.

No. l Department. ‘ Date.

No. 42 OF 189q.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. U AN

HOME DEPARTMENT.

PUBLI.C.

To THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD GEORGE FRANCIS HAMILTON,
Her Majesty's Secretary of State Jor India,

Stmla, the 6th Fuly 1599.

My LORD,

WE have the honour to refer to Your Lordship’s Public Despatch
No. 137, dated the 15th September 1898, in which an inquiry was made whether
in our opinion and in that of the Local Governments, the working of the Regu:
lations made under the Indian Councils Act, 1892, section 1, sub-section 4, for
the nomination of Additional Members to the Imperial and Local Legislative
Councils had been satisfactory, or whether they called for any amendr%ent in
order to carry out fully the intentions of the legislation of 1892, In particular
Your Lordship desired to know whether the representation of all important
classes had been adequately secured, and whether, as alleged by the British
Indian Association of Bengal, the tendency of the Regulations was to give
undue prelponderance in the Councils to the professional classes, and especially
to the legal profession, and, if so, in what manner a more even balance of
representation, whereby the influential landholding class might receive a propor-
tion of nominations corresponding more closely to their importance in the com-
munity, might be attained.

2. We have consulted the Local Governments concerned on the subject
and forward copy of their replies for Your Lordship’s information.

3. The Government of Madras are of opinion that in that Presidency all
important classes are, as far as possible, represented in the Legislative Council
that undue preponderance has not been given to the professional Classes,,
including the legal profession, and that a more even balance of representation
whereby the landholding classes should be given further nominations is un-
necessary. The Governor in Council believes that no better representatives of
the rural classes than Vakils (who spring from and have intimate relations with

them) can be found ; and he considers that the existing Regulations have worked

well, and that they call for no material amendment.

4. The Government of Bombay admit that in that Presidency the Mufassal
Municipalities and District Local Boards have been invariably represented by
various High Court Pleaders, but they do not consider that any attempt to
obtain a more extended representation of the rural classes would be likely to
achieve the object in view or lead to more intelligent discussion of any measures
brought before the Council. The Governor in Council is of opinion that the
existing regulations have worked as well as could have been anticipated ; and
he has no alterations to suggest in them, or in the rules connected with them.
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5. So far as Bengal is concerned, we received, about the same time as Your
Lordship’s Despatch of the 1 5th September, 2 communication from the Local
Government, dated the 8th October 1898, forwarding a representation from the
British Indian Association. In that letter His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor
pointed out that, in his opinion, the existing provision in paragraph I1II of the Bengal
Council Regulations* to give one of the
three seats at his disposal ordinarily to a re.
presentative of the zamindars of Bengal was
insufficient. - To give the landholders of
Bengal definitely the right to a seat, Sir John Woodburn proposed to take one of
the two seats from the Mufassal Municipalities, and, to effect this, he suggested
certain alterations in paragraphs II and III of the Regulations of the Bengal
Legislative Council, which will be found detailed in paragraph g of the letter from
the Local Government above referred to. After considering Your Lordship’s

Despatch of the 1sth September last, Sir John Woodburn has no further
remarks to offer on the subject.

6. The Government of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh states that
the intention that all important classes should be represented on the Council has
1 inces been given effect to in as satisfactory manner as could be
expected, and His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor does not consider that any

modification of the existing system is called for.

®Vide Home Department Notification No, 359,
dated the 17th March 1893, communicated to the
Secretary of State with Public Despatch No. o,
dated 22nd idem.

7. After carefully considering the replies of the Local Governments we
have arrived at the conclusion that the existing system need not be modified at
present, except as regards Bengal in the manner proposed by His Honour the
Lieutenant-Governor, If Your Lordship in Council will approve, we - shall issue

the necessary orders for the modification of the rules of the Bengal Legislative
Council.

8. In regard to the nomination of persons to the Imperial Legislative
Council none of the Local Governments consulted have made any remarks.
We find, however, that all important classes are duly represented on this Council,

and we do not therefore consider that any change in the existing system is
necessary,

We have the honour to be,
Mv Lorp,
Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servants,
CURZON OF KEDLESTON.
W. S. A. LOCKHART.
E. H. H. COLLEN.
C. M. RIVAZ.
C. E. DAWKINS.
T. RALEIGH.
R. GARDIN.ER.
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LIST OF ENCLOSURES.

1. Letter from the Government of Bengal, No. 1469-A. D., dated the 8th October
1898, and enclosure,

2, Letter from the Government of Bengal, No, 1825-A.D., dated the 26th October
1898, and enclosure,
. Letter to the Governments of Madras Bombay and the North-Western Provinces
s gnd Oudh, Nos. 22082210, dated ’the 8th November 1898,
4. Letter to the Government of Bengal, No. 2211, dated the 8th November 18q8.

5. Letter from the Government of the North-Western Provinces™and Oudh, No.
16, dated the 7th January 1899,

6. Letter from the Government of Madras, No, 7
1899, and enclosure.

7. Letter from the Government of Bengal, No, 1662-A,, dated the 11th March
1899.

8. Letter from the Government of Bombay, No,
1899:

dated the 3ist January

113, dated the 1ath April
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. | : ik
HOME DEPARTMENT. l Inp1a OFFICE; (
London, the 7th September 1899, i ‘ ‘\“\
PUBLIC, -
————a ‘ .P ublic s lI-’L
i No. 111.
P C— aaﬁ‘“"‘"“ : s
: To His Ezcellency the Right Honourable the GOVERNOR 1
| GENERAL of India in Council. e
|
: My Lorb, / E
, f ;
5 | I mavE considered in Council the letter from Your Excellency’s { !
El Government, No. 42 (Public), dated the 6th July 1899, in which you report
| your opinion that, except in Bengal, it is unnecessary at present to modify the ’
s existing system for securing the representation of all important classes of the
NO. 42, DATED SiMLA, THE 6Th JuLy 1899 : population in the Legislative Councils. The proposals made for Bengal involve i
" the transfer of one seat, now allotted to Mufassal Municipalities, to be filled on !
the recommendation of “such Association or Associations of landholders as the t
Lieutenant-Governor may from time to time prescribe,” and are stated in detail !
! in paragraph 9 of the Bengal Government’s letter No. 1469-A. D., dated the ;‘
: 8th October 1898. f
“ 2. I approve this modification of the Regulations for Bengal. ‘ ;
§
’{ I have the honour to be, E
(Copy.) | My Lorb, 3
Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servant,
: GEORGE HAMILTON.
LETTER TO HER MAJESTY'S SECRETARY OF |
STATE FOR INDIA. i
SUBJECT. i M
b S AL pm— G. 1. Cs P. 0.~No. 856 H. D.=~29-11.99.~130.—P, M. M,

Replies to His Lordship’s Public Despatch
No. 137, dated the 15th September 1898, re-
1 garding the working of the Regulations for the n
‘ : nomination of Additional Members of the Legis-

lative Co ncils. P

G, C. Presp, Simla=No, 1034 H, D, ==1+7-99,~16,

E-ie:;\ e e S “*QE‘M;,_




£

LA

v § g 1

No. 2702 .

.

: ; ‘ _ ar g
' 1 G&EF OLCP.EC’&
.R. NATHAN, Esq., = %
' : < ~+ LEC (849 &
Under Secretary to the Government of India, Z <
A 9,)4/ &
. MENT of W

i
—

9l u_;;,“,huru..,,w,

1
£

Home Department.
Public.

L

[

"!‘ ¢g< a2

e §

s SR T ;.;..'
e f:\-“‘&té‘..r_\‘u_'&c MR RS a1

N
ATty
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BEmnnrNG to the correspondence ending with your letter No. Fites
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