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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers ;:—
G.0., Mis. No. 2608, Revenue, dated 15th July 1899.

Aszstracr.—Transferring, with remarks,

to the Legislative Devart .
tenants of the Salem mitta complaining of se & b et & memarial from She

veral irregularities on the part of the Mittadarni.

ENcrosurg.

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue
4th May 1899.

Read —the following papers :—

(Land Revenue), Mis. No. 1452, dated

Endorsement of the Acting Under Seeretary to Government, R Depar
ment, Mis. No. 3641, dated 7th September 1898, on letter efiggluew.?ai}
LeFanu, Esq, Collector of Salem, to the Seeretary to the Commissioners
of Land Revenue, dated 29th May 1898, No. 2300.

2o

Reference thereon, No. 1082, dated 26th September 1898.

From the Acting Collector and District Magistrate of Salem. d ted 2 '
1899, No. 734, & , dated 25th March

Resolution—Mis. No. 14562, dated 4th May 1899.

In its endorsement, Mis. No. 3641, dated the 7th September 1898

called for “a full and clear report on the allegations”’ IeJon’tt‘:tined ignith(io‘ll]fgﬁlx:)]:i{ﬁ
presented by the tenants of the Salem mitta complaining of several irregularities on
the part of Mrs. J. Foulkes, the proprietrix of the estate. The Collector of Salem, to
whom the memorial was referred in Board’s Reference No. 1082, dated the 26th
September 1898, having reported in his letter last read above, the results of the
enquiry instituted by the Head-quarters Deputy Collector, the Board now proceeds
to deal seriatim with the several points raised in the memorial.

2. Paragraphs 1—8 of the memorial contain an aecount of th
the Salem district and of the Salem mitta and call for no remarks.

3. In paragraph 9, the memorialists allege that formerly while the proprietrix
Mrs. J. Foulkes, was absent from Salem and was living with her husband (the B
Thomas Foulkes) in other districts, the agents appointed to manage the affairs of the
mitta revised the assessments, re-surveyed the lands, ereated improper accounts show-
ing increased revenue and abused the provisions of Madras Act VIII of 1865, while
the mittadarni paid no heed to the representations then made to her. The Deputy Col-
lector states that these allegations are very vague and that the memorialists have
expressed their inability to mention specific cases of irregularities committed during
the period referred to, unless they are furnished with copies of the paimash and
pattukat accounts of the mitta. On the other hand, the Rev. T. Foulkes who holds
a power of attorney on behaf of Mrs. J. Foulkes has deposed before the I'eputy Col-
lector that the agents employed by the proprietrix were respectable men and that no
complaints about them were made to him or to Mrs. Foulkes at the time. It appears
that the Collector has eamctioned the grant to the memorialists of copies of the
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unts above referred to, but the Board counsiders _that it _Would' serve no usecful
a?lcro)ose to institute further enquiries into these allegations which refer to a compara-
givelly remote period. . . :

4. In paragraph 10 of the m.emorlal,. the memorialists allegg that several irregu-
larities were committed by the mittadarni after she had settled in the mitta with the
Rev. T. Foulkes and assumed the management herself.

(1) It is stated that patta lands were surveyed and that the excess areas

d therein were assigned to the pattadars on an addltlopal rent or dlsposeq of_by
foun The Rev. T. Foulkes admits the practice of ordering the survey of indivi-

& :‘“"“""""'m“'ﬁal:i holdings by the karnams or other subordinate officers of the mitta, whenever it
u

L4

ained excess areas, but he says that the excesses found in
b repoxs*téedogh?ﬁeth:grgg;t were always added to the rZspeotive patta lands with a
4 cotul'rent thereon and that they were never sold. He also denies that a general
gt ar if the mitta was ever conducted. The Collector deprecates the imposition by
:ﬁ:vx?i,ttadarni of an additional rent with reference solely to the resul.ts of the: survey
of isolated holdings made by the karnams and other'ofljlcers of the m1§ta_, seeing that
these persons have had no training in survey and that in many cases it is not impro-
bable that they started the procecdings out of personal spite. The foard doies not Sﬁe
what can be done by Government to rectify these irregularities. kpparent y', s?s the
result of the ignorance of the 1ena}1ts, the measurements of 'the arnams were not
ntested in revenue or civil courts in cases where they were incorrect. .
i (2) It is next alleged that the mittadarni has grante(ﬁ for pltlrposes of cultiva-
: d ; s. either by sale or on patta, to the great inconvenience of
zf: e%gﬁfi?é f]:)(;'rjvrﬁ}‘);]: li)e’neﬁ’c they were intended. The Deputy Collector considers
that this allegation is not wholly without foundation and adds that the karﬁams of
Ammapet have specified some cascs of assignmeut in which it is said that the landa;v
assigned formed part of village-site, cattle-stand, burning-ground, &e. The Deputy
Oollector however points out that the accounts of the mitta as at present maintained
and the fact of the lands not having been surveyed pree}ude the poss1b1htyFOf lt;(ny
clear evidence being adduced in support of this allegation. Thti Bez._ - d'm} (eis
contends that the lands referred to as having been assigned for cultivation (eil Jollne :
but never formed part of communal porambokes and that they were granted only on
the recommendation of the karnams. The Board observes that Government has
already in its order No. 909, Revenue, dated the 4th November 1897, recognised the
necessity for resorting to legislation in order to protect communal lands in proprietary
e f{;o)mAe I%fﬁ'?hglzg?ﬁon made in paragraph 10 of the memorial is that the
mittada(x"ni has been levying taxes on earth, sand, stone, &e., removed from tanks,
- ver-beds and stony porambokes in the mitta. It appears that seigniorage at so much
e t.load was levied some years ago on sand and stones removed and that the
a2 Oas afterwards discontinued. A fee, however, still continues to be levied on
practlcekwa from porambokes and Mr. Foulkes himself produced an agreement under
ear'th ta ?t[;i; ot‘fers have been allowed by the mittadarni to take clay from thg, beds
L ta kg in the mitta on condition of their giving her annually 15,000 tiles or
of gepiais 0 5 The Collector considers that in a large town like Salem where potters
Rs..22—-8-i i rofit from the sale of pots, there is no reason .Why the mittadarni
fonse .t irfevp a foe from them, the removal of earth not being for the bond jide
fil;?llllégti;l (1)1seeof'v agriculturists. The Board concurs in this view.

morial it is alleged that the Jarugumalai hills in

5'. Inb I{?);ag?;p(golvlél?rftzgzt r:xfd are illegally enjoyed by the mittadarni, that the

the mitta be - an%arin d and mango trecs at the foot of the hills and does not allow the
latter g'r‘{i:tss’ cattle to graze there as in former days. The qulector states that tl_m
memoria ¢ the ownership of the hills is being separately investigated and that he will
question o :al report on this subject when submitting his reply to G.O., Mis. No. 793,
et sPieﬁlth Fgl())ruary 1898, in which Government ordered the preparation of a set
dated the op i Maniadi For;st Act for the reservation of the hills in question as
of I:ulef{’f ﬁm the mittadarni. With regard to the alleged' curtailment of the grazing
deiB:r!'ﬂegeg' it appears that the question was once adjudicated upon by the District
Mrunsif and that on appeal the District Court eventually passed a decree, in the terms
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0se portions thereof  whi

hglve for cultivation.” Th:eethe}:re

haﬁlthe tenants have alwavs been.
8 as have not been cultivated

tenants’ cattle.

o R(je'v.II'lr.P;:;i%ZEb letlff the memorial, it is alleged tha
B kL T I*goulk:s management of 'the estate, under g ’
dismissed the registered kaA ) SO Seven, or eight, years ago, the RPOW oy attorney
R T A e e Arnams and appointed in their st,ead everend gentleman
trees grown by the tenantglflllégf E-eiﬂeparate tree-tax of double thgli::la;tas on ey
removal of karnams and a it e OWe €Ot on patta lands. A et g
ks 5 ppointment of gum - 48 regards the alleged
enquiry that the statement is true onlv i nmsiefas e uty Collector h i
patti having been corvieted in nly In a single case. The karna 0; o found 5
BB R A a eriminal case, Rev, Foulk a m of Komarasami-
: pay a gumasta who h es admits that he appoi
resigned th . : 0 however ppointed
intr%ductios ggsg([adg;:i Regulation XXX of 1802 v:}?iziars subsequently to have
s Act 11 of 1894, the proprietor hadwﬁ?) uéof(gtce Pprior to the
FaEY ubt, no power to

case of incapacity of the heirs of the preceding karnam

Mmeéuvy'~=anly by a suit i ..
gularinies sy ey 2 Swit 1n the civil courts. Now th
Feelinal 33 : at Madras Act I of
1894 has

been introduced in perman: niy-settled estates, there i ibili
larities recurring and the Boardxﬁf;é notes that WheI? 1:h20ng Ss.l-blhty of such irregu-
Service fund is constituted in the district under ssction 28 of%ﬂet?’t aie V@llage
the mitta karnams will be disbursed therefrom instead of being pa?d [:J ,ttgm S{lla“es to
As regards the imposition of the tree-tax of which the memorialis%’s imt e 1
Deputy Collector states that it is levied in aceordance with the custo co;n plain, the
and that this custom has been upheld by the High Court. It appearsmtk(») tthe e
trees are charged at a certain rate per head, but in cases where the trees are in slscattered
constitute topes, double the land tax is levied, the payment covering b 131 clumps or
and the trees. As the result of an error or defect in the High COurgg 0 2 the land
the subject, the mittadarni levied for a time double the land tax for 77 . i
in other words, charged three times the land assessment for the ty e Urees alone or
together. The mistake however, it is reported, was subsequently r tiees and the land
Court on revision. Y rectified by the High
7. In the course of the enquiry into the questi
Deputy Collector has found tha(tl', th}; Rev. Fouﬁ:le?t}ll(:; 1(1):’5 %he levy of tree-tax, the
the amount of the tree-tax. The Collector states that he will E:ie'n paying land-cess on
separately. 18pose of this question
8. In paragraph 13 of the memorial, it is o
the mitta are out of repair, (2) that tank’-beds :l}ge%;do(gg }Zhat th‘? Irrigation sources in
the connivance of the mittadarni, the tenants of the K = cllltl.vatmn, (3) that with
taking vYater from the channel feeding. the Muk lj annankurichi mitta have been
Gikintihiti the B}IPP?’ of 46 Tntter and (4] that G aneri tank and have thus been
Bt ailiced Ty the feamntsutir s eesll ;)n lEank-bed porambokes which
husbandry are now sold by the mittadarni. g ploughs and other implements of

9. Th .
2 o P legflpglgt &Oilector who inspected some of the irrigation sou
proper: semedy. for the tey were out of reapair but in the present state of tr};ces oajhe
Chapter IX of the Madr‘nan{s seems to lie ip the eiwil courts. The Board 1:! ttaw fhe
lectors to take cogniza i f and Bill contains important provisions empow otes that
Wtk feghd t6 b o nee ((i) cases in which landlords neglect to repair irr? tie ring Col-
himself admits the ect(;n allegation in paragraph 13 of the memorial %‘{a Oanorks.
tion which is occasﬁfa cllee of letting out tank-beds for pumpkin and Oucumgv. l;)lu}kes
?iueg‘:tion, namely, tl?:t {hgogveatlg gl‘;‘;)ei;m_l;ent. g%however o wtfl;}fe ttll]}r:‘i

arni 2 ' 18 surreptition i : -
'8 connivance by the tenants of Kannankull?ichi, Vill{ilgl :rb:ggav:l;? :}l;: ?;1 ttg;
urt.
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uestions the right of the tenants to cut the trees on tank-beds for the
ultural implements and states that withered and blown down trees
mittadarni but that no living trees are cut and sold.

allegation, he q
manufacture of agric
are sold on behalf of the

10. The Deputy Collector states in conclusion that the affairs of the mitta have
not been managed as satisfactorily as they should have been and expresses hope that it
will be managed better in future by Mr. R. Fisher into whose hands it has recently

passed.

11. In paragraph 9 of its endorsement under reply, Government has called for an

explanation of the delay of two years which occurred in the disposal of the present
memorial in the Collector's office. Mr. Clegg, the present Acting Collector, states that
the memorial was received in his office on the 20th August 1896 and was forwarded
the next day to the Head-quarters Deputy Collector for report as to whether the
signatories were aware of the contents of the petition. After making a reference to
the Tahsildar, the Deputy Collector eventually answered the Collector’s query in the
affirmative in his endorsement, dated the 30th June 1897, but at the same time sug-
gested the deputation of a special survey officer in order to see if communal porambokes
really fetrix for cultivation purposes as alleged in the

had been assigned by the proprie
memorial. Mr. Mounsey, however, thought that no such deputation was necessary
and recorded the papers on the 7th July 1897. The result was that the memorial was
detained in the Collector’s office till May 1898 ; when the memorialists having presented
a further petition praying for the transmission of their former memorial to Government,
it was accordingly forwarded with Mr. LeFanu’s letter, dated the 29th May 1898,
No. 2300. Mr. Mounsey appears to have thought it unnecessary to send on the pre-
sent memorial to Government as the question of protecting communal porambokes
from encroachment was already before Government in the Legislative Department and
the complaint about the levy of tree

-tax had been reported on to Government by Mr.
G. Stokes in his endorsement No. 47917, dated the 2Tth October 1895, on a similar
memorial from the tenants of the mitta. » * «

(True Extract.)

(Signed) LIONEL DAVIDSON,
Acling Secrelary.

o Government, Revenue Department,

To the Secretary ¢
and letter addressed to Government returned.

with memorial

Translation of the memorial from the tenants of Salem Mitta.

We, the undersigned ryots of the Salem mitta in the Salem taluk of the Salem

district, respectfully beg to submit as follows :—

1. When the Salem district was under the rule of Hyder Ali and Tippu Sultan,
the Nabobs of Seringapatam in Mysore, before the year 1791, there was no proper
gettlement of the land revenue, and_ a tax at the rate_ of two to four fanams per
plough was levied in some parts, while in scme others it was fixed at one-fourth of
the produce of the lands. As proper agents were not appointed for the collection of
these taxes, the ryots had to suffer under various difficulties caused by the many

the way of their progress.

impediments thrown in
2. In the year 1791, the tract of country.ex.tending from Hosur in the north to
\ the borders of Trichinopoly in the south, and from the

Anjalam and Pulenjari on i
] J borders of Salem in the east, was given over

river Cauvery in the west to the outer bo
by Tippu to the British Government and it was then named the Sankagiri Subah.

3. In the year 1792, Messrs.
for the administration of the Sanka,
from the ryots according
grain thus collected 1s stil

for use,

Munro, MacLeod, Reade, and Cream were appointed
giri Subah. They collected the arrears of tax due
to the old arrangement, and the unspent portion of the
1 to be found in the Sankagiri fort in a state quite unfit

i e o IR e S
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4. In 1793, the aforesaid gentlemen gave the nam istri
Sankagiri Subah, and in 1791, divided it into fourteen talﬁkgf foﬂi?tu?iigliizo ttxgg
divisions of Baramal and Point Ghit, corresponding to the Pl"esent Hoatr c(’iivision of
the Sub-Collector and the Collector’s division. In 1795, the Baramal division was
assigned to Messrs. Reade and Cream, and the Point Ghat division to Messrs. Munro
and MacLeod. After surveying the lands and classif ying them as wet cirv and
garden, they fixed the assessment according to the fertility of the soil, and also the
proper tree-tax on tamarind trees, etc., standing on the unassessed waste lands, used
by the ryots for the pasturage of their cattle. They also fixed a tope assessme’mt at
double the estimated land-tax on trees grown or betel-gardens raised on portions of
the unassessed samudayam lands set apart for comm P
lands used as cattle-stands and the Government poramboke lands by
and in the year 1797, granted to the ryots pattas, tenable for five y

5. In 1800, all the lands in the district were ins
extent of lands in all the villages and hamlets in each
the accounts were signed and sealed. = As soon as the t
Istimrar regulations, securing the rights of the tenants
a low and permanent assessment in favour of the ancie
their descendants, were passed with a view to ensure peace and prosperity to the ryots
of the district. In 1802, mittas were established at places where there wers no
polliems, for the convenience and comfort of the ryots, and persons competent to
protect the poor ryots were appointed as mittadars, the charges of their village
establishments being borne by Government. The land-tax was imposed only on
(1) cultivated lands, (2, Podukal lands (assessed lands, cultivated by the ryots, but
subsequently relinquished by them owing to their inability to cultivate them, and
left waste) and (3) cultivable waste lands in each village, and the revenue was
realised from the mittadars after allowing them a discount of 15 per cent. A large
extent of Podukal waste lands was granted free of tax to the mittadars for the sole
pentfit of the ryots, and a sannad containing fifteen paras was granted to the
mittadars in 1803 with a view to make both the ryots and the mittadars prosperous.
These facts will be clear from voramn 1 of the sannad.

6. For sixteen years the mittadars, wno were first appointed, treated the rvots
in strict accordance with the terms of the sannad. After this, Mr. Munro, to whom
the ryots represented their grievances against the unbearable treatment aceorded to
them by the descendants of the original mittadars, proceeded to England for the
purpose and communicated them to the Honourable Members of Parliament, who
deputed him as the Governor of the Madras Presidency. Knowing the cruel acts of
the mittadars, Mr. Munro directed Mr. Cockburn, the Collector of Salem, in the year
1819, to sell many ef the mittas by public auction with reference to a paragraph in
the Cabuliat muchilka, given by the mittadars to Government, and to purchase all
the lands on behalf of Government without giving them to others, Subsequently
these lands were given to the ryots on cowle pattas, and advances of loans were made
to them during the last thirty years. Now the ryots are being protected by reducing
the excessive taxes on dry and wet lands, by granting remissions for failure of the

crops during unfavourable seasons, and by granting loans at a low rate of interest tor
the improvement of the lands under cultivation.

7. The Salem mitta was originally assigned to Chengulvaraya Chettiar, and on
his death its management passed into the hands of his wife, Nainammal, as he had no
male issue. When the mitta was attached for arrears of revenue, amounting to
Rs. 12,000, due to Government, an agreement and sale-deed were entered into in
April 1836 between Mr. Fisher and Nainammal, according to which the latter was to
pay the former the above-mentioned arrears of revenue and the former was to see to
the maintenance of her family and the management of her affairs permanently without
failure. 'I'he mitta was then registered in the name of Mr. Fisher.

8. In the year 1836, when Mr. Fisher was registered as the mittadar of Salem,
the lands in the occupation of the ryots were surveyed and cowles, etc., were granted
to them, and topes and betel gardens on such portions of Government poramboke
lands by the side of rivers and cattle-stand poramboke lands were assessed at double
the estimated tax on land according to the old arrangement, and a favourable tree-tax

the side of rivers,
ears,

pected, and in 1801, the total
taluk was determined, and all
erm of five years was over, the
from the Zamindars and fixing
nt Poligars and Zamindars and

unal purposes, the unassessed 3
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posed on scattered trees. The ryots were given pattas accordingly and

wast irtzd to some extent. These facts will be clear from the records during the time
prote ]

isher was managing the mitta.

that gﬁtr";‘;en the mitta was transferred to and registered in the name of h‘i.s dal,xght.er,
. J. Foulkes, the present mittadarni of Salem, in accord;u;ce with Mr. Fisher’s will,

rs. J. t érso,rls were not appointed to look after the affairs of the mitta, and as she
competent p with the Rev. Thomas Foulkes (Chaplain), while he was employed in
o hlvclll?gtricts the agents appointed by the mittadarni subjected the ryots to many
severi;l. 1Sb al’cering the settled rates of taxes in several ways, by_preparmg irrosnlinn
har:)l:nltgs b; furnishing the mittadarni with accounts showing increase of revenue
ace , DY

‘and by abusing the provisions of Act VILI of 1865. We represented these matters
(A1

P P SR

e
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to Mrs. Foulkes at the time both in person and by petitions, but she did not attend
o MTS.

t all. : . .
i th(;I(I)l a'When the Rev. Thomas Foulkes retired on pension, the mittadarni returned

; amilv and began to manage the affairs of the mitta personally.
. menn X:ﬁtlzairsezggé?t k;ixed bgy Government on the lands in the occupation of the
. PETISD been altered by her without paying any regard to what had been done
ryots d.l and to the paimash accounts ; unassessed lands belonging to Government,
s y'illa e-sites, cattle-stands, immemorial waste, river-banks and tank-beds,
rehy 'itghout an’y referer-e to Government, assessed and assigned on pattas to
Livpe bienf Vfle . the lands ¢* «hie ryots on which the assessment bad been settled have
L gl ,S(:a od, the ryots nave been prevented from entering on them on the ground
oy ’e'su“fsg in extent ha? _cen discovered, and the lands have been sold to them
o Otx f]h on pattas bearing assessment, the pattas of such of the lands as were
s 4 granl? i eI‘)cccss and not purchased by the ryots have .been issued 1n her own
found.toh " n0r4 Jotters, who from time immemorial were taking clay from tank-beds,
oy {)(: Pol-o}iibited trom doing so and deprived of their calling by the mittadarni
st hurl'lnP commenced to carry on the trade in earthenware vessels, have entered
iz lteged aeveement with the mittadarui to pay her Rs. 22-8-0 per annum for
el . flgls 1 to take clay from the unassessed tank-beds,and a tax has been imposed
i Otw etakin sand from the Government river-beds, and on all poor persons who
o gt vin g&xtones in rocky poramboke lands of Government. She has subjected
ey quta m;hang other difficulties and losses and obtained decrees against them after
R £ vag'ious kinds. 'The records thus prepared by the mittadarni have been
f_lhng_ mmoR v appeal case No. 17 of 1891 in the District Court of Salem, and if
filed in xsumlin‘;i gi“el()lpby competent revenue authorities, a large amount of profit due
:heGsre \a;x?ufx(i;zt and Local Funds, which now lies concealed, will be brought to light.

0 bov

i the Olungu register and the Tullacheethu (title-deed)
- I’it:ﬂtlh:: tif:nﬁxllzru hill, which belongs to Government and lies to the
i .m;l Jitta. does not form part of the mitta. The large profit derived from
e :il oth:er produce of this hill is being appropriated by the local boards and
i ﬁn t being paid to Government. Further, the Jarugu hill and the uneven
others Witk ,f uf ot. which had been for a long time used for the pasturage of cattle,
e 1; (l)ar:ad ty be forest reserves, and tamarind and mango trees are being
LS e ok Some years ago, the mittadarni prohibited the grazing of cattle on
planted tlilere-(;;;nded for their pasturage, but though a suit was instituted against
oraml()lotli: lrohihition was set aside, she has paid no heed to it. .
her an p ioht vears ago, the mittadarni executed a power of attorney in
¥e. S",evell }f rsigld ghe Rev?. Thomas Foulkes, for managing the affairs of the
o < l‘u ver six;ce he assumed the management of the mitta, he has been
N h ‘dshi to the ryots in various ways. He has removed the registered
e grea';l aljlla gs and appointed accountants in their stead without any reference
karnams of eta Vla , g o them only half the fixed pay of the karnams and thus effecting
to (}oyernmen A Eh Dhalf to the mitta. Ile bas caused the occupied lands of the
ot it nd has increased the taxes, alleging that there has been an
-0 their extent. He has actually trebled the land-tax and entered the amount
e g mtt for the assessed lands in the occupation of the ryots on which trees and
in the pa a}?éen rown by them at their own expense and labour, saying that he has
togf&; agoeubled 138{19 estimated land-tax as in the case of trees, topes and betel-gardens
m

ryots to be remeasured a
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on poramboke lands, which were originally unassessed. e has also filed summary
suits in some cases, .and attached the occupied lands in some others and he has
personally appeared in the courts and given evidence in the summa;v suits, ete

instituted by him from time to time. Itis fair to lmpose {ree-tax on ftrees ;',owin;
upon unassessed lands, which the ryots wish to have, ~ But he is levying theg tax og

trees, ete., planted by the ryots on their assessed lands. This is quite against the
sannad granted for the mitta. =

13. The sources of irrigation are in a state of disrepair, the unassessed tank-bed
lands in the mitta belonging to Government have been assigned to others in various
ways, and taxes, ete., are being collected thereon, M oreover, the supply of water to the
Mukkaneri tank in the Salem mitta, which is fed by a chanuel from the Garudapatéh »
anikat, has been considerably diminished by the mittadarni allowipe the ryots of thg
Kannankurichi mitta to irrigate their lands by constructing a sluice in thz?t channel
though the assessment payable on the portion of the land of the Palappatti village i[i
the Kannankurichi mitta, through which the channel passes, had been fcnlitted( i The
trees on the tank-bed poramboke in the Salem mitta, which were used for making
ploughs and other implements of husbandry, have been sold and alienated, ;

14. As the cattle-stand and other poramboke lands belonging to Government
included in the ayakat of the villages in the Salem mitta, have been assizned fox
cultivation with a view to realise a revenue thereon, the ryots have been put ?0 great
difficulty in protecting their cattle. These lands should, according to the old arl‘au‘;e-
ment, be ordered to be given over for the use of the ryots. b 3

15. If the mittadarni of Salem is allowed to levy tree-tax in the mitt
to the decisions of the Court, regarding which opinions differ,
profit of Rs. 15,000 per annum and the Government cannot get even a pie thereby.
We, the poor ryots, are generally running into debt, being unable to pay the reason-
able taxes owing to failure of rains in these days. In this mitta, pattas for pay-
ment of tree-tax are being tendered in hundreds every day, The other mittadars in
the district have also in the same manner begun to impose tree-tax by degrees. and
this will result in a great loss to the ryots. Before we and the other rg‘ots incur such
loss, we pray that the Government will be pleased to appoint a Collector well-ac-
quainted with revenue work as a Commissioner to find out from the records of the

mittadarni and the depositions of the ryots, how far she has violated the conditions of
the sannad and to render justice to us.

If you are pleased to permit us to name the Commissioner we wish for, we beg
to state that if the Hon’ble Mr. Crole or Mr. LeFanu, the present members of the
Board of Revenue, be appointed as Commissioner, we trust that justice will be obtained
by us.

We earnestly request that the Government will not think lightly of the sorrow

of the ryots consequent on the hardship caused to them by the imposition of the tree-
tax.

a according
she will get a large

‘We therefore respectfully beg to request that our sufferings and losses may be
removed and that we may be protected.

OrpEr—No. 107, Legislative, dated 18th October 1899.

The memorial will be translated into English and the translation with the Board’s
report communicated to the Seleet Committee on the Madras Tenancy Bill.

(True Extract.)

M. HAMMICK,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Select Committee on the Madras Tenancy Bill.

Evd. P. Baetharam.
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7 Revenue Cepartnent.
@j' v s
PROCEFDINGS OF THE MADRAS COVERNVENT
o= * -
X%

Read again 6.0. No.3e41 Mis. dated 7t} Septerber '9g
referring to' the Foard of Revenye for report Petiticn frop
the ryots of Salern ¥ittah, corplaining against tre izrposition

of additional taxes &c.:by tbe ¥ittadarni of Salenm,

Read also Proceedings of the Board of Revenuye Land
Reverue, No. 1452 Mig, dated 4th May 1899, subritting to Go

fvernrent ‘a report on the rerorial presented by the tenarnts ot
of the Saler mitta. ‘ M,—EQ

)
ORDEK tbe:eon No.ﬁﬁbb ¥is.  dated

The investigation of the Petitioners’ corplaints has

not disclosed ‘that-any ‘aption on the part of Government jg .
called for,:
their individual griévances fror time to tive before the Pro- .
per authorities.

2,7 The merorial withk the Board's report thereon "ill be
transferred to the Legislative Departwent for informétion with
reference to the Tenaney or Lang Eill now under consideratiop.

3. The Covetnment concurs in the oPiﬂion expressed ip

the concluding sentence of the Foard's Resalution "hich ‘shoyl g

be communicated ‘to ¥r.Mounsey.

(True extract)

; - R
/ // ,/fséL/LuL£>4t/4g>t~“'
Ag.Secretary to Government.-

To the Foard of Revenue, Lang everue,
Legislative Dept. with ¥emorial and Foard'sg repor;-

’ s

N Public Departmert.
Endt. to petitioners.(paraf1 and 2 only)
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the following papers :——

» evenue, dated 15t July 1899,
with remarks, to the Legistative Department g memorial from the
Plaining of severa] irregalayities on the part of the Mittadarni.

—

ENCLOSURE.
Proceedings of the Board of Revenne d R : 452
4th May 1899, (Tan evenue), Mis. No. 1452,

Read —the following papers :—

Endorsement of the Acting Under Secretar

i y to Govemment, Revenue Depart-
ment, Mis. No. 3641, dated 7th September 189 1 W.J. H.
LeFa,nu, Esq , Collector of gopan. P ) On letter from

lem to the See ta t th 'ssionets
of Land Revenue, dated 29¢p May’ 1898, NG 2;;:) Of‘y o the Commi

dated

Reference thereon, No, 1082, dateq 26th September 1898,

dated 25th M arch

September 1898, Goy
"’ contained ip the
it of several irregularities on
Proprietrix of the estate. The Collector of Salem, to
8 Reference No. 1082, dateq the 26th
September 1898, having ' the results of the
enquiry instituted by the Head-qqarters Deputy Collector, the Board
to deal seriatim with the sey ised i i

NOW proceeds
2. Paragraphs 1—8 of the memorial ¢
the Salem district and of the

ernment

whom the memorial was refe

ontain an account of the
Salem mittg and eall for no remarks.

3. In paragraph 9, the memorialists alloge th?,t.forme_rly while the Proprietrix,
Mrs. J, Foulkes, was absent from Salem and was 117mg with her husband (the Rey.
Thomas Foulkes) in other distriets, the agents appointed to Tanage the affairs of the
mitta revised the assessments, re-suryeyed the lands, createqd Improper accounts show-
ing increased revenue and abused the provisions of Madras Act V] of 1865, while
the mittadarni paid no heed to the representations then made to her, The pepnty Col-
allegations are very vague and that the memorialists have
expressed their inability to mention specific cases of }'rregula.rltles committed durip
the period referred to, unless they are furnished with eopies of the Paimash anq

lkes who holds

early hj story of

pattukat accounts of the mitta.
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1 seful
. iders that it would serve no u
but the Board consi ; _ SRl
. above_trtefefrzigh;: ,euquiries into these allegations which re P
to institute
purpose

. a1: o ) | irregu-
tively remote S 10 of the memorial, the memorialists g;}l(iio?n tglaét xsnei:f;a with ztbhe
4. In paragral_)& q b(;f the mittadarni after she 1}flad settle
laritie,; %Z’:lﬁ:;n ;llld :ssumed the management herself.
Rev. T.

d and that the excess areas
; tta lands were surveyed disposed of b
(1) It is stated fh‘zt tl())athz pattadars on an addltlol.l‘di I'lelllg (;Il‘er:XIT) of in diviyi
found therein were asmgﬁl;s admits the practice of ordermfo SRS e
gale. The Rev. T. Fl;ounams or other subordinate officers t(l)1 g telahis ésses fond oo
dual holdings by the kar tained excess areas, but he says o105 bt ihndl Bith s
was reported that they cgn were always added to the Iﬁipoalso i Hidk g st
the course of the surv dythat they were never sold. egroonion tha s Kok by
geparate rent thereon - er conducted. The Collect;(ir1 GZP the results of the survey
suIr)vey of the mitta Wasd(.;c\f nal rent with reference solely to of the mitta, secing that
the mittadarni of an ?fldl 11? the karnams and other Ofﬁcell'zany cases it is not impro-
of isolated holdulgdshm:i1 1?0 tiaining in survey and tha.lt :;nite Pk Tl it i
these persons have ha he proceedings out of persona Pl 1 ties. Apparently, as the
bable that they staﬁte(}}g:irlnment to rectify these 1r;':1%1[11t21'10f tile B b s
r
hat can be dgne ,y f the tenants, the measu S —— :
x‘zasult of the ignorance 2vil courts in cases whqre they W:el'd for purposes of cultlva-.
ontested in revenue Oll.lc- ed that the mittadarni has .gra;n Tt Al L e
c (2) It is next "‘l‘) (kgs either by sale or on Patta',r ho Bepie Uit it e
tion commuqal poralﬁ :e %éneﬁt they were mtendeq. :laaddi il s Eitvama of
the community fpr who t wholly without _foundathn anhjeh'it is said that the lands
that this allegution ilgezlmsome cascs of 38818"'"3“% mnglg ground, &e. The Deputy
it h: ec g site, cattle-stand, bur \g- . maintained
Ammapet have 5p t of village-site, ca f the mitta as at present mai
ioned formed part t the accounts o ssibility of any
?]s:;l%gteor Bowe ver Pomtisogztthl?;ving been surv(?yed11 Pr:fil(;f z "G]l?llfeplg,ev. T.}Foulkes
and the fact of the o lduced in support of this alleg el for cultivation adjoined,
lear evidence being ac ferred to as having been assilgli they were granted only on
5 tends that the lands re mmunal porambokes and tha esythat Ghvermirsnt | ki
f)mtl: never formed part ot flo karnams. The Board‘ observ L 18, rostgniond. iy
tlile recommendz:itmnNof gt(); Revenue, datedtthe 41;1:0? gg;%unal Y &S in proprietary
saiPre er INO. s . in order to pro
already in its or ting to legislation in .
ity for resorting orial is th'. the
E:tftizl f};om en%??hﬁi2§£ion made in parfltlgrapgld ls(i0 .“Jne 4 :’ n;zzove d b tanke;;
a 3, ke, STFI
(3) A thir levying taxes on earth, sand, ars that seigniorage at so muc
. i has been levy in the mitta. It appe d and that the
mittadarni orambokes in d and stones removed and th:
iver-beds and stony p: ars ago on san : i to be levied on
;ta‘;ezal;:-l"ad A ‘e‘ﬁe‘ﬁi"éﬁﬁtﬁi‘;ﬁ. s 9 howerer, ;:Ll(lhfg:;‘:;e:gmment SR
s fterwards Mr. Foulkes himself pra f the beds
ractice was a mbokes and Mr. he mittadarni to take clav from ;
ken from pora allowed by the mittad 11y*15,000 tiles or
::gghtgertain P(?ttilif h;?&: ?)?lneondition of. thelfaxg-;:?ogwgeliiignéla; S W,h o potters.s
in tanks in the iders that in a larg hy the mittadarni
of ce;;af;-o. The Colleetotrhgﬁ:ie of pots, there is ?':h ;c:,)atsolx)z ei:g 3fror the bondi side
gjﬁve a large profit fr(f)mm them, the removal of 'eathis view
i levf_v aZrif:sltlfl?ists. The Board concurs in
domestic use o

T that the Jarugumalai hills in
rial it is alleged ittadarni, that the
Bl aresTamnk L okie, BIAGEUA yrog gt Ay le tho
. long 0 (0 trees at the foo llector stetes that the
the mitta be d and mango trees days. The Collector ;
tamarin in former day s - d and that he will
latter gI‘O_WS, ttle to graze there as 1 ot arately investigated an L .
i : i §5 .5opat . 0., Mis. No. 793
memorialists’ ca hip of the hills is be : his reply to G.O., J ’
2 the ownership o : hen submitting ¥ fa set
qne]:n:,ns;:eial report on thl; gu}geﬁl‘;h Government qrder(;d ttI}:: I};E?ﬁa‘i';’lt’;ﬁ e‘; 1{5iiias
damﬁ the 16tht£ebﬁad?;t: %orést Act for the tl}'fse:ﬁ:tglgg Ocurtailment of the grazingt
< nder the ; : egard to the S by the Distric
?df;sl;le?ﬁly the mlt'fadﬁ‘*r}?l't thvglg}:wztgn Was onee ad]udlca;:g augz:ree,yin i
ﬁﬁﬁlegeg, ¥ RPPearsP;e:l the District Court eventually passed :
unsif and that on a :
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of a deed of compromise under which the tenants were allowed to graze their cattle
free of charge on the hills with the exception of those portions thereof “ which the
zamindarni has already given and will in future give for cultivation.” The Rev.
Foulkes has deposed before the Deputy Collector that the tenants have always been
allowed to graze their cattle on such portions of the hills as have not been cultivated
or where young plants do not grow. The Deputy Collector and the Collector there-
fore point out that the memorialists have no cause for complaint, the mittadarnj being
strictly within her rights in closing the cultivated portions of the hills against the
tenants’ cattle.

6. In paragraph 12 of the memorial, it is alleged that after the assumption by
the Rev. T. Foulkes of the management of the estate, under g Power of attorney
executed by Mrs. J. Foulkes, some seven or eight years ‘ago, the Reverend gentleman
dismissed the registered karnams and appointed in their stead gumastas on half-pay
and that he has been levying a separate tree-tax of double the land assessment on
trees grown by the tenants at their OWD cost on patta lands. Ag regards the alleged
removal of karnams and appointment of gumastas the Deputy Collector has found on
enquiry that the statement is true only in a single case. The karnam of Komarasami-
patti having been corvicted in a criminal case, Rev., Foulkes admits that he appointed
for the place on half-pay a gumasta who however appears subsequently to have
resigned the post. Under Regulation XXX of 1802 which was in foree prior to the

_ introduction of Madras Act II of 1894, the proprietor had, no doubt, no power to

remove a karnam of his own accord ; nor could he appoint a stranger except in the
case of incapacity of the heirs of the preceding karnam, but the remedy for such irre-
gularities lay only by a suit in the civil courts. Now that Madras Act IT of 1894 has
been introduced in permanently-settled estates, there is no possibility of such irregu-
larities recurring and the Board also notes that when the Proprietary Estates Village
Service fund is constituted in the district under section 28 of the Act, the salaries to
the mitta karnams will be disbursed therefrom instead of being paid by the mittadarni.
As regards the imposition of the tree-tax of which the memorialists complain, the
Deputy Collector states that it is levied in accordance with the custom of the mitta
and that this custom has been upheld by the High Court. It appears that scattered
trees are charged at a certain rate per head, but in cases where the trees are in clumps or
constitute topes, double the land tax is levied, the payment covering hoth the land
and the trees. As the result of an error or defect in the High Court’s judgment on
the subject, the mittadarni levied for a time double the land tax for the Zrees alone or
in other words, charged three times the land assessment for the trees and the land
together. The mistake however, it is reported, was subsequently rectified by the High
Court on revision.

7. In the course of the enquiry into the question of the levy of tree-tax, the
Deputy Collector has found that the Reyv, Foulkes has not, been paying land-cess on
the amount of the tree-tax. The Collector states that he will dispose of this question
separately.

8. In paragraph 13 of the memorial, it is alleged (1) that the irrigation sources in
the mitta are out of repair, (2) that tank-beds are lot out for enltivation, (3) that with

husbandry are now sold by the mittadarni.

9. The Deputy Collector who inspected some of the irrigation ‘sources of the
mitta bas found that they were out of reapair but in the present state of the layw the
proper remedy for the tenants seems to lie in the eivil courts. 'The Board notes that
Chapter IX of the Madras Land Bill “ contains important provisions empowering Col-
lectors to take cognizance of cases in which landlords neglect to repair irrigation works,

With regard to the second allegation in paragraph 13 of the memorial Rev. Foulkes

himself admits the practice of letting out tank-beds for pumpkin and cucumber cultiva-
tion which is occasionally done by Government, He however denies 7a #oto the third
allegation, namely, that the water-supply is surreptitiously diverted with the mitta~

darni’s connivance by the tepants of Kannankurichl, while as regards the fourth
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: tions the right of the tenants to cut the trees on tank-beds for the
a,]lega;c lg:lu’ril ifq:;s*i:;ultuml im%lements and states that withered and blown down trees
;I;,znsl:)]?i on behalf of the mittadarni but that no living trees are cut and sold.

ty Collector states in conclusion that the affairs of the mitta hax:e

blﬂ. zgiafr):f 12llsysa’cisfactom'ly as they should have been and expresses hope that it

nqltl ﬁ:“manac,;’d better in future by Mr. R. Fisher into whose hands it has recently
wi 8e -

passed.
f its endorsement under reply, Government has called for an
1 ua.tigg g? 1§§:a§2111.2)'00f two years which occurred in the_ disposal of the present
explanz 1 in the Collector’s office. Mr. Clegg, the present Acting Collector, states that
e rial was received in his office on the 20th August 1896 and was forwarded
the mel?o(i‘ to the Head-quarters Deputy Collector for report as to whether the
ik o a\);,vere aware of the contents of the petition. After making a reference to
mgnat(;l l'eﬁ]ar the Deputy Collector eventually aunswered the Collector’s query in the
i ?1 in, his endorsement, dated the 30th June 1897, b_ut at the same time sug-
amm&atjlnvede utation of a special survey officer in order to see if communal porambokes
geSte' . g begn assigned by the proprietrix for cultivation purposes as alleged in the
really 2 al Mr Mounse}’ however, thought that no such deputation was necessary
e m(i d the papers or’l the 7th July 1897. The result was that the memorial was
s 0the C(?llgctor’s office till May 1898 ; when the memonahst.s having presented
datarsed n tition praying for the transmission of their former memonrial to Government,
B tutiag i ldin 1P ; f?orwarded with Mr. LeFanu’s letter, dated the 29th May 1898,
e aCCOII‘\J : gl\founsey appears to have thought it unnecessary to send on the pre-
Ne. 2300. 11 .to Government as the question of protecting _communal porambokes
g mem(m%ment was already before Government in the Legislative Department and
f;;om‘ eﬁcig?r?t about the levy of tree-tax had been reported on to Gpvel;nment by Mr.
16 .esttg)’kg’s in his endorsement No. 4797, dated the 27th Oetol:er 1895, on 8 similar

memorial from the tenants of the mitta. *
(True Extract.)

(Signed) LIONEL DAVIDSON,
Acting Secretary,

t, Revenue Department,
e Se:viifvaeg)og;;(:?;l lf;t;sr addressed to Government returned.

Translation of the memorial from the tenants of Salem Mitta.

We, the undersigned ryots of the Salem mitta in the Salem taluk of the Salem
)

istrict, respectfully beg to submit as follows :— !
dJStnl ,thn the Salem district was under the rule of Hyder Ali and Tippu Sultan,
i f Seringapatam in Mysore, before the year 1791, there was no proper
0 Napeoa g the land revenue, and a tax at the rate of two to four fanams per
settlement of {| ?1 in some parts, while in scme others it was fixed at one—four_'th of
plough was I%VE; o b int pr,opel' agents were not appointed for the collection of
the Pr(;dugg othe iyots had to suffer under various difficulties caused by the many
;gf:di;:nt; thrown in the way of their progress. } 5
! ct of eountry extending from Hosur in the north to
 $uidd tﬁ%{fﬁ%ﬁ ]éihfhzmborders of T};ichinopoly in the south, and from the
Anjalam anr in the west to the outer borders of Salem in the east, was given over
l};g%ig;:vti Zhe British Government and it was then named the Sankagiri Subah,

' ear 1792, Messrs. Munro, MacLeod, Reade, and Cream were appointed
f ﬂ?(; :‘;lmgl;?s{::tgon of ,the Sankagiri Sl’lbah. They collected the arrears of tax due
fggm the ryots according to the old arrangement, and the unspent portion of the
grain thus collected is still to be found in the Sankagiri fort in a state quite unfit

for use.
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4. In 1793, the aforesaid gentlemen gave the mame of Salem distriet to the
Sankagiri Subah, and in 1791, divided it into fourteen taluks, constituting the two
divisions of Baramal and Point Ghit, corresponding to the present Hosur division of
the - Sub-Collector and the Collector’s division. In 1795, the Baramal division was
assigned to Messrs. Reade and Cream, and the Point Ghit division to Messrs. Munro
and MacLeod. After surveying the lands and classifying them as wet, dry and

- garden, they fixed the assessment according to the fertility of the soil, and also the

proper tree-tax on tamarind trees, ete., standing on the unassessed waste lands, used
by the ryots for the pasturage of their cattle. They also fixed a tope assessment at
double the estimated land-tax on trees grown or betel-gardens raised on portions of
the unassessed samudayam lands set apart for communal purposes, the unassessed
lands used as cattle-stands and the Government poramboke lands by the side of rivers,
and in the year 1797, granted to the ryots pattas, tenable for five years.

5, In 1800, all the Jands in the district were inspected, and in 1801, the total
extent of lands in all the villages and hamlets in each taluk was determined, and all
the accounts were signed and sealed. As soon as the term of five years was over, the
Istimrar regulations, securing the rights of the tenants from the Zamindars and tixing
a low and permanent assessment in favour of the ancient Poligars and Zamindars and
their descendants, were passed with a view to ensure peace and prosperity to the ryots
of the district, In 1802, mittas were established at places where there were no
polliems, for the convemence and comfort of the ryots, and persons ecompetent to
protect the poor ryots were appointed as mittadars, the charges of their village
establishments being borne by Government. The land-tax was imposed only on
(1) cultivated lands, (2, Podukal lands (assessed lands, cultivated by the ryots, but
subsequently relinquished by them owing to their inability to cultivate them, and
left waste) and (3) cultivable waste lands in. each village, and the revenue was
realiscd from the mittadars after allowing them a discount of 15 por cent. A large
extent of Podukal waste lands was granted free of tax to the mittadars for the sole
benefit of the ryots, and a sannad containing fifteen paras was granted to the
mittadars in 1803 with a view to make both the ryots and the mittadars prosperous.
These facts will be clear from column 1 of the sannad.

6. For sixteen years the mittadars, who were first appointed, treated the ryets
in strict accordance with the terms of the sannad. After this, Mr. Munro, to whom
the ryo's represented their grievances against the unbearable treatment accorded to
them by the descendants of the original mittadars, proceeded to England for the
purpose and communicated them to the Honourable Members of Parliament, who
deputed him as the Governor of the Madras Presidency. Knowing the cruel acts of
the mittadars, Mr, Munro directed Mr. Cockburn, the Collector of Salem, in the year
1819, to sell many of the mittas by public auction with reference to a paragraph in
the Cabuliat muchilka, given by the mittadars to Government, and to purchase all
the lands on behalf of Government without giving them to others. Subsequently
these lands were given to the ryots on cowle pattas, and advances of loans were anade
to them during the last thirty years. Now the ryots are being protected by reducing
the excessive taxes on dry and wet lands, by granting remissions for failure of the
crops during unfavourable seasons, and by granting loans at a low rate of interest tor
the improvement of the lands under cultivation.

7. The Salem mitta was originally assigned to Chengulvaraya Chettiar, and on
his death its management passed into the hands of his wife, Nainammal. as he I}ad no
male issue. When the mitta was attached for arrears of revenue, amounting to
Rs. 12,000, due to Government, an agreement and. sale-deed were entered into in
April 1836 between Mr. Fisher and Nainammal, according to which the latter was to
pay the former the above-mentioned arrears of revenue and the former was to see to
the maintenance of her family and the management of her affairs permanently without
failure. 'L'he mitta was then registered in the name of Mr. Fisher.

8. In the ycar 1836, when Mr. Fisher was registered as the mittadar of Salem,
the lands in the oceupation of the ryots were surveyed and cowles, ete., were grauted

to them, and topes and betel gardens on such portions of Government poramboke
lands by the side of rivers and cattle-stand poramboke lands were assessed at double

the estimated tax on land according to the old arrangement, and a favourable tree-tax
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was imposed on scattered trees. The ryots were given pattas accordingly and
protected to some extent. _'I hese fac!s will be clear from the records during the time
that Mr. Fisher was managing the mitta.

9. When the mitta was transferred to and registered in the name of ki

Mrs. J. Foulkes, the present mittadarni of Salem, in accordance with Mr. i?l'liZ}(li;}’]sg }::i(i;.,
competent persons were not appointed to look after the affairs of the mitta, and as shc;
was living with the Rev. I'homas Foulkes (Chaplain), while he was e;xlployed n -
several districts, the agents appointed by the mittadarni subjected the ryots to many
hordships by altering the settled rates of taxes in several ways, by preparing irregular
o8 ‘s, by furnishing the mittadarni with accounts showing increase (c;f revenue
and b, -using the provisions of Act VIII of 1855. 'We represented these matters
to Mrs. roulkes at the time both in person and by petitions, but she did not attend
to them at all.

10. When the Rev. Thomas Foulkes retired on pension, the mittadarni returned
to Salem with her family and began to manage the affairs of the mitta personally
The permanent assessmeut fixed by Government on the lands in the occupation of the
ryots has been altered by Ler without paying amy regard to what had been done
preViOUSIY and to the paimash accounts ; unassessed lands belonging to Government
such as, village-sites, cattle-stands, mmemorial waste, river-banks and tank-beds.
have been, without any reference to Government, assessed and assigned on pattas to
ryots after sule ; the lands of the ryots on which the assessment had been settled have
been re-surveyed, the ryots have been prevented from entering on them on the ground
that an excess in extent had been discovered, and the lands have been sold to them
and granted on pattas bearing asscssment, the pattas of such of the lands as were
found to be in excess and not purchased by the ryots have been issued in her own
name ; the poor potters, who from time immemorial were taking clay from tank-beds
having been prohibited from doing so and deprived of their calling by the mittadarni
herself having ecommenced to carry on the trade in earthenware vessels, have entered
into a registered agreement with the mittadarni to pay her Rs. 22-8-() per annum for
being allowed to take clay from the unassessed tank-beds, and a tax has been imposed
on all carts taking sand from the Government river-beds, and on all 00T persons who
live by quarrying stones iq rocky poramboke lands of Government. She has subjeeted
the ryots to many other difficulties and losses and obtained decrees against them after
filing suits of various kinds. = The records thus prepared by the mittadarni have been
filed in summary appeal case No. 17 of 1891 in the District Court of Salem, and if
these are scrutinised by competent revenue authorities, a large amount of préﬁt due

to Government and Local Funds, whieh now lies concealed; will be brought to light,

11. 1t will be seen from the Olungu register and the Tullachecthy (title-deed)
of the mitta that the Jarugu hill, which belongs to Government and lies to the
south of the mitta, does not form part of the mitta. The large vrofit derived Frof
the forest and other produce of 'this hill is being appropriated by &@ local boards and
others® without being paid to Government. = Further, the Jarugu hill and the uneven
valleys at its foot, which had been for a long time used for the pasturage of cattle
have been declared t5 be forest reserves, and tamarind and mango trees are being
plantéd thereon. Some years ago, the mittadarni prohibited the grazing of 'cattle on
porambokes’ intended for their pasturage, but though'a suit' was’ instituted against
her and the prohibition was set aside, she has paid no heed to it.

12. Seven or eight ycars ago, the mittadarni executed a power of attorney in
favour of her husband, the Rev. Thomas Foulkes, for managing the affairs of the
Salem mitta. lKver since he assumed the management of the mitta, he has been
causing great hardship to the ryots in various ways. He has removed the registered

e

~ karnams of the villages and appointed accountants in their stead without any reference

to Goovernment, paying them only half the fixed pay of the karnams and thus effectin

a saving of the other half to the mitta. Me has caused the occupied lands of the
ryots to be remeasured and has inereased the taxes, alleging that there has been an
excess in their extent. He has actually trebled the land-tax and entered the amount
in the pattas for the assessed lands in the occupation of the ryots on which trees and
topes have been grown by them at their own expense and labour, saying that he has
merely doubled the estimated land-tax as in the case of trees, topes and betel-gardens
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