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Agreeing with the Board of Revenue in cons
sidering that the complaints received from certain
ryots of Goomsur and Surada taluks regarding
over-reservation of forests and strict enforcement
of Forest rules are quite unfounded,
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again G.0., dated Tth November 1894, Mis. No. 4299, Revenue.

b : _Assrracr.—Forwarding two petitions from Ganjim complaining against forest reservation,
LR to the Collector of Ganjam for report through the Conservator and the Board of Revenue.

P

Reap—also the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), dated
14th March 1895, Forest No. 330, Mis. :—

Read—the following letter from 0. J. WEIR, Esq., Acting Collector of Ganjdm, to
the Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated 19th January

1895, Tour C. No. 14-Ver. :—

As directed in G.O., dated Tth November 1894, No. 4299, Revenue, I have the
honour to submit my report on the two petitions herewith enclosed from the ryots of
Goomsur, which were presented to His Excellency the Governor on the occasion of his
recent visit to this district.

9. In paragraphs 5-8 of the printed petition, the petitioners complain of the
hardships they suffer at the hands of the Forest Department. It is, I think, unneces-
gary to discuss the statements in paragraphs 5 and 6. The Forest Act and the rules
thereunder were brought into operation throughout the Presidency after due deliber-
ation, and there were no good reasons for treating the ordinary ryots of Goomsur in
‘ any exceptional manner.

A : \ As regards paragraph 7, first paragraph, it is true that prosecutions under the

; Forest Act are fairly numerous in Goomsur, but this is only to be expected in a taluk
where there are so many forests, and where the ryots as a body endeavour to evade
! ) provisions of the Act and rules framed thereunder. ‘

No cases have come under my notice in which accused persons have been con-
victed on insnfficient evidence and the sentences passed have certainly not erred on
%;’F " the score of severity.

3. In paragraph 7 (a-m), the memorialists formulate their requests and they
amount simply to a demand that they should be supplied free with all forest produce.
The petition, it must be remembered, emanates from the ordinary ryots of Goomsur
who are certainly quite as well off as their fellows elsewhere, and there is no reason

| why they should not pay for the produce of our reserves.
! The revised rules under section 26 of the Forest Act, published in Fort St. George
‘ Gazetle of 21st August 1894, grant the Goomsur ryots as well as all others all the
ﬁ : privileges they can reasonably expect consistent with the continuance of forest
conservancy.

Al ' i
‘ : For the Khonds and poorer Uriyas living in the wilder villages, special conces-
sions have, on my recommendation, been sanctioned by the Board of Revenue and 4
Government—uide G.0., dated 12th July 1894, No. 2703, embodied in Board’s Pro-
ceedings, dated 15th August 1894, Forest No. 1060, Mis., and Board’s Proceedings
dated Sth August 1894, Forest No. 1025, Mis. '
4. Some of the requests require more particular notice,
As to paragraph 7 (f) it 1s to be noted that the Khonds are allowed stunted sil
fit for ploughs at the rate of 2 annas each.
The complaints in paragraphs k and [ are frivolous ; quarrying in the extensive
unreserved lands for bond fide domestic purposes is absolutely unrestricted.
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As to 7 (m), for head-loads one day is allowed and for cart-loads two to three days
are allowed. The District Forest-officer considers this sufficient ; he will be instructed
to extend the time if good cause is shown.

9. As regards the statement in paragraph 8, the District Forest-officer writes :—

“ This statement is incorrect. The unoccupied area of Goomsur is 880,537 acres,

325,416
acres have been proposed as reserved forests, leaving 555,091 acres unreserved. Of this
unreserved area if we take 100,000 acres as waste land with no jungle and another 100,000
acres as illicit cultivation, we still have over 350,000 acres of unreserved forest. I do not

think this figure overestimated ; In fact the area of unreserve in Goo
I have still proposals for further reservation to send in.’’

I need only add that I believe the estimat
tion excessive.

As the Board are aware, the District Forest-officer and Forest Settlement
have orders, in case they consider in any portion of the taluy
been proposed for reservation, to see that this is remedied.

6. As regards the second petition from K, Appayya and others of the Kullada
Mitta, their request to admit their goats to forests of iptions i
impossible one, but on the subject of grazing it may be remarked that the Present rules
are’; free in all unreserved forests ; in the reserve As. 4 for buffaloes
cows, bullocks; goats and sheep are excluded from all reserved forests.

In Goomsur, out of 35 blocks, area 828,716 acres, 16 blocks,* area 90,513 acres,

are closed to grazing,

We have therefore nineteen blocks of
238,203 acres reserved forests open to
grazing on payment and I have already shown that there is a very large area of
unreserve on which free grazing is allowed.

7. Turning now to paragraph 9 of the printed petition, the facts correctly stated
are as follows ;:—

msur is very large and

e of the extent of unauthorized cultiva-

-officer
k an excessive extent has

* To be quite accurate seven whole blocks and
portions of nine blocks,

“ Bince the construction of the Russellkonda reservo; r, the Boringa nalla has been connected
therewith and reservoir’s water can be and has been let down it to the villages in question,
The assessment on the irrigated lands has been therefore brought under a first-class source of

irrigation and the taram assessment has, consequently, in accordance with the orders of the
Board and Government, been raised.”

In the pattas issued at the time of settlement of the Goomsur taluk, a notice
was entered that this would be done and the ryots have no cause for complaint.

The same remarks apply to paragraph 10, but the statement that an additional
Rs. 2 an acre has been levied is incorrect ; the land having come under first-class
group of irrigation, the assessment has been raised to Rs. 5-8-0 per acre.

8. In paragraph 11, the petitioners complain of the heavy rates of penal assesse
ment levied for poramboke cultivation. _ The petitioners, if dissatisfied, had the right
of appeal ; in so far as they have done 80, I have found that the heavy rates imposed were
called for in consequence either of the obstinacy of the encroachers or the grave public
inconvenience caused by the encroachment.

I enclose, for the information of the Board, copy of letter No. R.C. 199-Rev. of
1894, dated 21st December 1894, from the General Charge Deputy Collector, in which
he deals with the statements made in paragraphs 9—11 in detail.

v —

Excrosurg.

From M.R.Ry. B. NARAYANAMOORTY PANTULU Garu, General Deputy Collector,
Goomsur, to the Collector of Ganjdm, dated Russellkonda, 21st December 1894,
R.C. No. 199-Rev. of 1894.

i to your endorsement, R.C. No. 1792-Forest of 1894, dated 16th November
last Xi‘ﬁ:eifc?ﬁ::d G?’O., No. 4299, Mis., dated 7th instant, I have the honour to report ss
follows,
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: tition received with the Government Order under
ith the question o(; I\);;xt?:ﬁ-dta?f under the Rushikulya project and theyl 1fseenfl to
reference deal with the g sn by one who has not understpod the subject and are therefore
ha've be'en evidently Wrt]}tt;(«tn 1{ lot of villages are namgd in the'se parqgraphs, but almgst all
misleading to a great exg?:n. of three, are Governnient v1llag§s. There is no w_atexil-talf sepa-
of them, with the ex.ce};hl delta districts of Géddvari and Kistna on wet lands in tf; ehboveru-
rately so charged I?.S 13. tP?Ct T'he assessment itself varies according to tvht‘) ratg of the grmﬁp
ment villages oLt 0y lsm'ou'sour‘ce which irrigates them is classed. The | omngai nalla
under whlc.h the lrn.gah 9 of the petitivn was (-]a,,q§ed in the III. Group c}urlng seét. em?nt.
St A R Ol 0 hichest class of land under 1t was a?cordlngly Rs. d-,8-0. ut a t_er
The rate per acre for the highes he old Boranga nalla, which is now absorbed in the reservoir,
the completion of n!xe Eeszr;'gl:‘;rtigzt?on source. 'I'he whole project is classed. under I GrQ_up,
is no longer l-qcogmzed a ler it are subjected to the rate of assessment prescribed for the first
and the lands irrigate ”’;‘cie of land whose irrigation source was classed as III Group, third
group: Accordl.ngly]’ {i“:ld which was assessed at Rs. 3-8-0 has become an acre of land, whose
class or taram "t.s‘nl’ 5 d I Group, first class or taram of soil, and is assesse(.i at Rs. 5-8-0 in
irrigatiou source 13 ¢ ai)se eedings "No. 5926, Mis., dated 16th October 1893, communicated
pursuance of Boa,rdé '1:]00 1783-Ver. of 1893, dated 4th December last, and in accordance with
with your foot-note ol -g;lnained The enhanced rate is due to the improvement of irrigation
bhe justytotions thorers. be questioned if this kind of procedure, viz., to revise the rates of
gource. lu may, vhol;vevet',ir o(g the last settlement duration is consistent with equity and prin-
assessment betore t ‘?‘:;f;io); But this was anticipated and grappled with during the last
Pl SETguy admmlsl uot;xﬁ(.mt,ion reserving this right, viz., to revise rates, Whgn the project
B Al gbel:el:as duly promulgated. There is therefore nothing unjust in this revision
water was avallable,

of rates. SEER O Sl ; :
g i 10 of the petition is identical with that mentlom_ad in
A -3 mdeil;lntmvléi?c]hnlpifg i:l}z:]cussed in pgragraph 2 supra. The Loharkhandi, the
paragraph 9 regﬁ ; Bu%unadi are the old irrigation sources und they are now supplemented by
Mahanadi and & e‘] which is a part of the project. The right of Government to revise rates
the Mahanadi caual, s of lands irrigable under it is also unquestionable as above explained.
iy tbe;:uiea‘ ear that they were taxed twice for water taken, but it is only a
e bA; nhg Ff;oux'c,e is permanently improved they had to pay a higher rate and

2. Paragraphs 9 and 10 of th

of asses
The petitioners m
misrepreisl;entatlon.
that is all. | . | |
2 ; o ulisayi, Bolladi and Chottaboro—thglr case is quite
it I"egﬂrgs :ht?vvz)n::;k“vlvlgiisandpifey w{;re therefore made to pay fo,",‘t- They have,
different. The ritl set up a false plea and have denied their l}ablltby. They appealed to
Bl the reasons for eharging woro fully explained in the Tahsildur s arzi No. 1988, dated
%’Z?ha,?gl;h&gef Ssubminted with this office endorsement, No. 1705, dated 31st August 1894,

is di rom the above. The inamdar Vasudeva Pattajoshi
& e c? Sﬁdozggztzzb:r%l::tdﬁex:;: fent:itled to the water of the Lpharkhandi.free. of
Mahapatro o S ﬂdid A idvance a claim for it when Mr. Higgens published a notification
charge. PV nor afterwards, to my knowledge. Even if he had put in the same, I doubt
invitig the same, de out a proper case for him. Under such circumstances, the charge made
o cunid e B oetly jostidoblo—vide Tahaildar's veports No. 2108, dated 25th July 1894
ondh}\SI wlzlg%i ]?iftzl;i lsty()cnobet 1894, submitted in original with my letter, No. 1551, dated
and INO. IEy

9th October last.

: : d to in paragraph 11 of the petition, the petitioners make
}?- ﬁigef:’;f; f;::g’ a‘;‘g,i?;i }eif’;fieto ?J,;cﬂe d%’ll;‘ing the last jamabandi in the way of pro-
much O

ibitory assessment— )
hibitory In one case only 200 rates were imposed, the whole amount being Rs. 87-8-0.
(@) In on ase only 100 rates were imposed, the whole amount being Rs. 6-4-0,
(b) In one c se only 80 rates were imposed, the whole amount being Rs. 5.
Efl )) iﬁ 2:33(:; i % 0 to 70 rates were imposed, the whole amount being Rs. 32 and not

exceedin%' its. ?xh;azzg g)(l)1 i: %s(;a.rates were imposed, not exceeding Rs. 21 in any one case, the
(e) Ins

whole an})o 11111(;5}:59?3%652033(; 50 rates were imposed, not exceeding Rs. 25 in any one case, the
(f) In

whole amount being Rs. 273.

: led against and you have confirmed my order—vide

P Srri cage; f]%'Oso ;::fles_ 9,8%1:36{?6“ ofg189:'1, dated 27th August last. The ryot con-

your Proceedings, . b;,a'ulslf)i Mahapatro of Mandarai, bas presented a second applez}l to t'};e

cerned, Basudeva Pa djthe Tahsildar’s report No. 3402, dated 11th instant, expsag‘l:mg i 3

Board ?f k:::ev]::g ::bmibted with this office endorsement, C. No. 166-Rev. of 1894, date
ecircumstances,

12th idem.
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8. The second case in which 100 rates were imposed was also appealed against and my
explanation regarding the same is to be found in- this office letter, R.C.P. No. 209-Rev. of
1894, dated 12th instant.

& The third case is an instance of the obstinate spirit of an Oriya ryot. The individual
concerned had encroached upon a common foot-path to the exclusion and annoyance of the
whole village. He was charged 32 rates in fasli 1302, and warned to recede from it. He
having persisted he was charged 80 rates at the last jamabandi. He did not, however, appeal
against this order. :

10. As regards the other cases, I have to state that the grievance is not a general one.
It is confined to a few villages, and to some obstinate ryots, encroaching upon channel beds,
public paths, burial grounds and other porambokes, whose occupation was found to be most
objectionable. Almost all of these are old cases, and rates imposed on previous occasions not

S e

having produced desired effect, doubled rates were imposed. Among these obstinate ryots,

Basudeva Pattajoshi Mahapatro is conspicuous. I could not decipher many of the signatures
to the petition, but supposing they are all genuine, I do not think any other person wanted this
particular paragraph 11 to be put in there except Basudeva Pattajoshi Mahapatro, who made
himself the mouthpiece of the people and got the petition drafted.

11. The petition goes further to say that the collection of these heavy rates has been
attended with great oppression on the part of underlings of the Revenue department. 1 am
glad to state here that it is in this year alone that there was far less necessity for resorting to
coercion, as will be seen from the accompanying comparative statement showing the service of
process for collection of arrears on the whole. As regards the collection of prohibitory rates
of assessment, I may say that there was hardly any necessity to proceed even against personal
property although there is no arrear outstanding against Goomsur, a fact which, I believe, has
already attracted your notice. It is therefore for the Government to see if there was any
oppression in the matter of collections as alleged by the petitioners.

Endorsement by the Conservator of Forests, Northern Circle, dated 21st J anuary
1894, No. 2028.

In forwarding has the honour to remark that as the Collector has answered the
questions so fully it seems unnecessary to go into details further.

It must be remembered that Goomsur is our main forest tract in the Ganjdm
district, and that conservancy was never really attempted till after the passing of the
Forest Act. Itis inevitable that restriction must be felt here, as in other distriets,
where conservancy is found to be more than a name. As regards closure against
grazing, the District Forest-officer will be asked to pay particular attention to anv
complaints, and, if necessary, open parts of the closed areas if it is found that real
hardship exists ; it often happens that there is real local hardship when a rounded
block is suddenly reserved as a whole. It may happen also that sheep may possibly he
admitted to certain tracts from which they are excluded without injury to the forests.

Resolution—dated 14th March 1895, Forest No. 330, Mis.

In the letter read above, the Collector of Ganjdm reports on two petitions pre-
sented to His Kxcellency the (overnor by certain ryots and shepherds of the Goomsur
taluk and of Kullada Mitta during his last visit to that district.

2. After alluding to the numerous forest prosecutions and the heavy fines imposed
by the Magistracy on questionable evidence, the royts pray for permission to take
certain forest produce required for agricultural and domestic purposes from the
reserves free of charge. They also complain of the insufficiency of the period allowed
in the forest permits for removal of forest produce, and of the reservation of “eyer
bit of available forest land.” 4

3. The Collector reports that no cases have come under his notice in which
accused persons were convicted on insufficient evidence, while the sentences assed
have certainly not erred on the score of severity. Prosecutions are, he admits Pfairl
numerous, but this is only what might be expected in a taluk where there are so many
forests and where the ryots as a body endeavour to evade the law. The petitioners
are the ordinary ryots of (Yoomsur who are as well off as their fellows elsewhere, and
the Board agrees with the Collector that there is no reason why they should not be

A I A i e s
e,
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made to pay for the produce of the reserves. Special concessions have b 1
under G.0., No. 2703, Mis., dated 12th July 1894, to the Khonds and p(ii)l:' ?)c}»giwzg
who inhabit the more remote villages on the borders of the Maliahs, .

4. The time allowed in permits can be extended on sufficient cause bei wn
- . P ng sh
and the Collector has instructed the District Forest-officer to do this, i

5. As regards the complaint of over-reservation, it is observed that the arill b
unreserved lands available for free grazing and for free removal of small timber and
fuel for agricultural and domestic purposes is about 40 per cent. of the total unoceupied
area of the taluk. The Forest Settlement-officer and District officer have l?ee
specially instructed in G.O., No. 2703, Mis., dated 12th July 1894, to see that s;ufﬁlf
cient margin for extension of cultivation is left in proposing areas fo’r reservation,

6. The prayer of the shepherds of the Kullada Mitta that their goats should be
admitted into forests of all descriptions is, as the Collector points out inadmissible
Nineteen out of the 35 blocks of reserved forests in the Goomsur taluk are open to
grazing on payment in addition to the large areas over which grazing is free. The
Conservator states that the District Forest-officer will be asked to pay particular
attention to any complaints that may be made and in cases of real hardship to open
parts of the closed areas. He adds that sheep may possibly be admitted to certain
tracts from which they are at present excluded without injury to the forests.

This should be done wherever possible, and later on it may be found practicable
to modify the restrictions now placed on the admission of goats. Proposals to this end
recently submitted by the Conservator, Central Circle, have been referred to the
Conservator of other Circles for remarks and their replies are awaited. .

7. Paragraph 7 of the Collector’s report deals with the complaints contained in
paragraphs 9 ef seq. of the petition from the ryots of Goomsur which relate to the im-
position of additional water-rate on lands formerly irrigated by certain rivers but now
supplied with water from the Russellkonda reservoir and the Rushikulya canal and to
the imposition of excessive rates of assessment on lands occupied without permission
These complaints are fully dealt with in the Deputy Collector’s report which forms an
enclosure to the Collector’s letter. The increase in the assessment levied is due to the
change in the classification of the irrigation source consequent upon the completion of
the Rushikulya project.

8. Only two appeals were preferred to the Board against the imposition in fasli
1303 of prohibitory assessment for unauthorized occupation of poramboke lands. In
one case the Board saw no reason to interfere and in the other, viz., the first case
referred to by the Deputy Collector, the charge was reduced from 200 times to 10 times
the assessment with a warning that if the occupation was not abandoned, the charge
appealed against would be re-imposed in fasli 1304.

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) L. M. WYNCH,
Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
with two petitions, in original, and copy of the Deputy Collector’s
letter, R.C. No. 199, dated 21st December 1894,
Copy to the Collector of Ganjam.
% y» Conservator of Forests, Northern Circle,

Reap—also letter from the Collector of Ganjdm, to the Secretary to Government
Revenue Department, dated Chatrapur, 12th March 1895, F. No, 2692 2

ABnsTracT.—Stating, in reply to a reminder from the Revenue Department, that the report
called for in G.0., No. 4299, dated 7th November 1894, was submitted through the Conservator
on 19th January 1895.
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dated 23rd April 1895, No. 223, Revenue.

ORDER

The Government agrees with the

Forest No. 95. )
Board of Revenue.

2. The following endorsement will
be given to the petitioners : —

““ The Government has received a report from the Collector of Ganjdm and sees no reason
to interfere.”
(True Extract.)

3

Ag. Secretary to Government,

To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue).
s+ the Petitioners (endorsement in paragraph 2).
» the Legislative Department, with reterence to the reply
given by His Excellency to question No, IV put by the
Hon’ble N. Subba Kao Pantulu at the Legislative
Council Meeting held on 18th March 189%.
s» the Editor’s Table,

Exd. 0. M. Brissom,

80 Copies.

B

When given for copying __

When copied i
189

When.es@mined,

4

™ When signed ___
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Overrnr No.

Excrosvrss 1o Q. No

ORrDER oF GOVERNMENT o o P

LeTTER OF GIOVERNMENT.

BTATEMENT WITH DITTO,

PAPERS NOT FILED UP, BEING®MEANT FOR DESPATCH
IN ORIGINAL.

S —

N.B,—
A m= Oopy in full,
B == Not to be copied.
P =x Oopy abstract only,
Q = Copy heading only.




	Image00009
	Image00010
	Image00011
	Image00012
	Image00013
	Image00014

