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MADRAS ACT XNo. OF 1895.

An Act to repeal Mudras Regulation VI of 1831, and for other purposes.

WHERRAS it is expedient to provide more precisely for the sucression to certain here- Preamble.
ditary village offices in the Presidency of Madras; for the hearing apnd disposal of

_claims to such offices or the emoluments annexed thereto ; for the appointment of

persons to hold such offices and the control of the holders thercof ; and for certain
other purposes; It 18 hereby enacted as follows :— :

.1., (1) This Act may be called the Madras Hereditary Village Offices Act 1895 ; Title and
and it shall come into force from such date as may be notified by Government, b o

(2) Section & applies to the whole of the Presidency of Madras ; the rest of the
Act applies to the whoie of the said Presidency except the sch ! i
A aed in the Scheduled Districts Act, 1874, Y. Sx0cph 6  sohidsleq GiriRiets 8

9. (1) Madras Regulations I of 1806 and VI of 1831 are hereb aled : R
on and after the commencement of this Act, no portion of MadmzreReyg;?E:i‘;l:dX,-g% &5

of 1812 shall continue to apply to any local area which is not a Pel'manently-settled
proprictary estate. :
(2) From the preamble of Act XXIV of 1859 (An Act for the better rocula. Amendment

“tion of the Police within the territorics subject to the Presidency of Fort St. Georgl: g%mv
the words *‘ and improve the condition of the village police’? shall be omitted ; an : 3
for the definition of the word  Police” in section 1 of the same Act, shall be st’lbs‘i:
tuted the following clause, namely : — t

4 “The Worq ¢ Police’ shall include all persons appointed under this Act.”

- (8) Inm clause (¢) of the definition of the word ¢ Estate” in section 4 Amendment
Madras P.ropriétary Estates’ Village Service Act, 1594, after the word ¢ pal ai;:mﬂ,l,e of et Act
shall be inserted the words * or jéghir”; and, in sub-section (1) of section 15 of
the same Act, between the words ©among the ” and the words “holders of the

offices 7, shall be inserted the words ¢ families of the last ”.

3, This Act shall apply to the following elasses of villa offi 2
emoluments have been attached thereto :— i ooy g‘:ﬁcﬁs}{:
1) hereditary village offices in local areas to which the Madras Vi Lo aphie:

M Act, 1893, has been, or nay De, extended ; Village Cess

9) hereditary village offices to which the Madras Propriet: )

& Service Act, 1894, is extended ; prietary, Hstatos’ Village

3) other hereditary village offices in proprietary estates except (7)
(3) forming Class (4) below and (4), in ngrietary mm oﬁces
Regulation XXIX of 1802 remains in force, the office of vi o=
_ accountant j ae ' 2 il village
' (4) the hereditary offices of village artizans and vill: g pa g
LEAD following, namely :— age servants such as th@
(i) the village carpenter,
(i) the village blacksmith,
(iii) the village barber,
(iv) the village washerman,
(v) the village potter,
(vi) the village astrologer,
(vii) the village purohit or priest.
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Definitions. 4 In this Act, unless there is something repugnant in the subject or context,—
“ Emoluments ”’ means and includes—
(1) lands ;

(ii) assignments of revenue payable in respect of lands;

(111) fees in money or agricultural produce ;

(iv) money-salaries and all other kinds of remuneration ;
granted or continued in respect of, or annexed to, any office by the State.

« Proprietary estate” and ¢ Proprietor ’ mean, respectively, an Estate and
Proprietor as defined in the Madras Proprietary Estates’ Village Service Act, 1894, as
amended by this Act.
“Village” means any local area now recognized as a village or hereafter
declared by Government to be a village.
Emoluments 5. The emoluments of village offices, whether such offices be or be not here-
suacted ' ditary, and, in the scheduled districts as defined in the Scheduled Districts Act, 1874,

certain offices g]] such emoluments and other emoluments granted or continued in rémuneration for
inulienable

i the performance of duties connected with the collection of the revenue or the main-
liable to , tenance of order, shall not be liable to be trausferred or encumbered in any manner
atiacnmen

whatsoever, and it shall not be lawful for any Court to attach or sell such emolu-
ments or any portion thereof.

Villages may 6. (1) In any local area in which the Madras VilNIage Cess Act, 1893, is in force
be grosped oF 116 Board of Revenue may, subject to rules made in this behalf under section 20,

group or amalgamate any two or more villages or portions thereof so as to form a
single new village or divide any .v1llage into two or more villages and, thereupon, all
Bt of  hereditary village offices to which the said Act applies in the villages, portions of
ﬁ}'\_’:;‘i’f,‘,;gu;ﬂ villages or village grouped, amalgamated or divided as aforesaid, shall cease to exist
village offices. ynd new offices, which shall also be hereditary, shall be created for the new vill '
villages. In choosing persons to fill such new offices,
persons whom he may consider the best qualified from a
holders of the offices which hmlfa beenmaboﬁshed.
Reduetion of 2) If two or more village offices exist in any village i .
villago ofiess. Vﬂ[age(Cess Act, 1803, is in force, the Board of Reven. :ma;hlfﬂbt.git I’goadtfﬁs
approval of Government, direct that the number of such village oﬁices,shallj be reduces
and, thereupon, the Collector shall dispense with the services of the officers no lon
uired and shall retain those whom he may consider to be best qualified to disech ger
the duties of the remaining offices. oharge

Porwer of Col- 7. (L) The Collector may, of his own motion or on complaint and after 3

e i ers fine, suspend, dismiss or remove the holder of any of the off uiry,

in Govern-  ip gection 3, and suspend, dismiss or remove the holder of an

::5?;:;%“ Class (3) in the said section, for misconduct or for neglect of

tury estates.  pop.residence in the village or for any other sufficient caus
of his reasons for so doing in writing and furnish
officer concerned.

Proviso. Provided that, when a Village Munsif who is also the
suspended or removed under the Madras Village Courts Aet, 18

removal shall involve his suspension or removal from the office

age or
the Collector shall select the

mong the families of the last

ces forming (lass (1)
y of the offices forming
duty or incapacity or for
e and shall make a record
acopy of the same to the village

head of the village is
89, such suspension or
of head of the village.

Power of Tah- (2) A Tahsildar or Deputy Tahsildar may, of bis own motion or on }
;)‘Eéle‘:;"’:g . and after enquiry, fine the holder of any of the offices forming Class (1) inc:(::t%{)at:n;

siliar over  for any of the causes specified in gub-section (1) and in such amount as the Board of
i';‘tgj;’ﬁf“'“ Revenue may, by general or special order, prescribe. The provisions of sub-seetion

ment viliages. (1) in regard to the recording of reasons and the furnishing of copies shall apply to
proceedings taken under this sub-section. :

Power of pro- 8. A proprieter may, of his own motion or on complaint and after enquiry,

potorover  auspend, dismiss or remove the holder of any of the offices in his estate forming Class

village officers IISBG P : 1 s

in proprictary (3) in section 3, except the village accountant, the head of the village and the village

viliages. watchman or police-officer, for misconduct or for neglect of duty or incapacity or for
non-residence in the village or for any other sufficient cause and shall make a record

of his reasons for so doing in writing and furnish a copy of the same to the village
officer coneerned.
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: . ‘ollector by sub-section (1) of section 7 over the

e i pow-"eﬁ: C(;) noff(gggl ;):l‘r“:lil(l:g (Class (%) in section 3, except the offices of

- ke ]t ]ﬁa-ld of the village and village watchman or police-officer, shall not

village aPCountm]l = Eor reasons to be recorded in writing, the Collector is satisfied

b}? exgrmse%i):igtz?’cnncerned has neglected to exercise in an adequate manner the
that the pr

“Ti him by section 8. 2 2 :
powers conferred on : (:ant‘: oceurs in any of the village offices forming Class (1) in

g loé Y;‘}Tllelegoﬁe:t‘:) + sh?zll fill up the vacancy in accordance with the provisions of
section 3,

the following sub-sections.

(1) No person <hall be eligible for appointment who—

: le sex;
(a) 18 not of the_ ma ’ ori
E the age of majority ;
(ﬁ)) i};az ;0;}?;;‘;(1;?1% and Omentally capat,)le of discharging the duties of
the office ; ¥ . .
Jlified according to the educational test preseribed for the
(d) ha(?f?f!i](?: i(}lualxllgs?tioz by the Board of Revenue by rules made under
section 20 s : 7
. ioted by a Criminal Court of any oﬂepce which, in the
(e) ha”zlgz?gncg?‘t}fe Collector. disqualifies him for holding the office.

(2) Th uccession shall devolve on a single heir according to the general custom
2. es : > 5 ¥

and rule of primogeniture governing succession to impartible zam{nddris
in Southern India. .

AR the mext heir is not qualified under sub-septxon ( l)3 the Collector
(&) 1eilreu appoint the person next in order of succession who is so qualified,
suf(ti iﬁpthe absence of any such person in the l_ine of succession, may

ipp:)int any person duly qualified under sub-section (1).
. has become vacant by the dismissal or suspension of the
(4) W}}eriz ﬁglggoefhe Uollector may direct that, until the death or return to
(f\itv of cuch last holder, the duties of the office shall be performed by

some person duly qualified under sub-section (1) who is not an undivided

Limitation of
power of Col-
lector over
ceitain officers
in proprietary
estates.

Rules to ha
ohgerved in
making ap-
pointments to
certain offices
in Govern-
ment villages,

General
qualifications
requisite in
all cases.

Primogeni-
ture to be
observed.

In certain
cases person
other than
dicect heir
may be ap-
pointed.

Temporary
disqualifica-
tion of heir in
certain cases.

member of the family of the dismissed or suspended officer ; provided

s+ who has been dismissed dies, or if the officer who

s Whenuzhgrﬁlﬂ(jgb(lii; while under suspension, the vacancy caused by

gszhbgi?xt; sﬂall be filled up in accordance with the provisions of sub-

: 2 and (3)-

gt . ::: w(ho) would otherwise be entitled to succeed to an office

(5) When the pe-lsthe Collector shall Tegister the minor as the heir of the last

Bl mmol(i oint some other person qualified under sub-section (1) to

b }?pl()iuties of the office until the person registered as heir, on

dlSC_ha}'get‘ 2 stv or within three years thereafter, is qualified under

atfaimng ma’JlO ntydischarge the duties of the office himself, when he

sub-section () te(il thereto. 1f the person registered as heir under this

shall be _ﬂPPg.l"s or if he remains disqualified under sub-section (1) for

sgb-se(;t;;f‘ls zlﬁ’t:a + attaining majority, the Collector shall fill up the
three

oo DG 88 provided in sub-sections (2) and ( 3). .
T caused by the resignation, dismissal, removal or suspension
(6) If a vacancy 1S ;

: d the Collector does not give the direction
of the holder of ;?s:(fiéi‘:;‘ti ), he shall fill up the vacancy in accordance
referred fo 10 su ns of this section as if it had been caused by the death
with the _provllﬂil Or . provided that, upon the expiry of the period of
of the sgnd holde ’fﬁ Eer who bas been suspended, or if, for any reason,
suspension o s been dismissed, removed or suspended is permitted
an officer who hfilg from which he has been dismissed, removed or
to resume the © O:m appointed to fill the vacancy caused by the said
sustﬁtsiie;h t(}i‘ilg‘:sal or removal shall cease to hold office.
susp )

Procedure
be adopted
where heir is
& winor.

Method of fill
ing up va-
cancy cansed
by resigna-
tion, dismis-
sul, rémoval
or suspension,
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Rnles to be
observed in

making up- Uaﬁ% (8) in scction 3, the proprietor shall fill up the vacancy in accordance with the I
powntments to Fo . 5 4
provisions of the following sub-scetions '

cortain offices
in proprietary

4
11, When a vacancy oceurs in a proprietary estate in any of the offices forming

esbates.
f,i:ﬁ?:?;iﬁm,. (1) No person shall be eligible for appoiutment who—
iy ey in (@) is not of the male sex .
(0) has not atiained the sge of majority ; . r
() is not physically and meutally capable of discharging the duties of i
the office, 3 v,
tI:::t?frs?l‘:. @ Thec sl‘)llcci(s,si(l)ln Sh;g] devolve in aceordance with the law or eustom appli-
cossion to'be cable to the office in e : :h this Act comes ;
observed. it i question at the date ou which this ?
i’.‘.ﬁ?ﬁ.ﬂ’.’:‘m (3) Where the next heir is not qualified under sub-section (1), the pmpljigtqr
sl shall Aappoint the person next in order of suceession who is so qualified,
may be up- and, in the absence of any such person in the line of succession, may
l:mm' ‘ 4 W appownt any person duly qualified under sub-section (1).
Qﬁ;&f;" (+) hen the. person who would vtherwise be entitled to succeed to an office
where keir 18 & minor, the proprietor shall register the minor as the heir of ghe
=y last holder and appoint some other person qualified under sub-section
(1) to perform the duties of the office until the person registered 88}};"‘
18 qualified under sub-section (1) to discharge the duties of the o rg
himself, when he shall be appointed thercto.  If the person r.eg!:teril .
as heir under this sub-section dies, or if, on attaining majotli: v, e
proves to be disqualified under clause (¢) of sub-section (|,,)’ ' 3123 )
3 _pnetor shall fill up the vacancy as provided in sub-sections (..l)lf:in 1 b
oo 12, The successi 1 : 0 section 3 shall devolve
villige arti- = ¥ o ssion fo Vlllage Ofﬁces forming Class (-}) 1n sec . 2
zans, law or 11 acchdgnca with the law o et L blcnthcrcto 2% the date on which this
cwomofsue- Act comes fnto foree, om. applica
observed. o d
relating to 13. (1) Any person may sue before the Collector for any of the \’11]31ge offices ?{:ﬂrﬁﬁm |:
suits for ~ fpecified m section 3 or for recovery of the emoluments of any such office, on the M-
:g;ﬁ?'e:y“o, %’;’;‘ln{l that l}e is entitled under sub-section (2) or (3) of section 10 of the Madras m‘d"';d
ml;rme..t! 10 Pnetary L_States! Village Service Act, 1894, or under sub-section (2) or (3) of section ﬁ oiml”&
try as bei % ;rs“b'se"t“’n (2) or 13) of section 11 or section 12 of this Act, as the case may be,
the 81‘111:@“00: office and enjoy such emoluments ; or, being a minor, may sué before
- st be registered us Leirof the last holder of any such office.
i Provisos :— .
imw. (1) No suit shail be entertained for a mere declaratory decree. ;‘
Procedure i Ve |
S 2 Whgli;ione of the facts in issue in a snit is whether the emoluments of the I
%o nature of of (;:nxn:;!“ of h!_ld or of an assignment of revenue payable in respect $
e only the = nd_lector shall decide the claim on the assumption that 4
Sl Tl()t'u\)ai,t}t;th ‘gnment constitutes the emoluments ; but such decision
; ~ for ‘reeom‘-]‘ (,ft:?“ of ?he claimant to institute a suit in a Civil Co
et LR R AR T Ol
caimantis  this section for ajly %hggdr f"m the completion of the trial of a suit preferred under

meligitlefor 0 the Collector that the clhim:; the recovery of the emoluments of auy office, it appears

of sectiv t is not eligible for appointment under sub-section (L)
mﬂc{iﬁn“(’l‘;'o}“e : roprietary E?states’ Viﬁm Scrvice Act, 1894, or under Moo
ey all p:::t::g et sub-section (1) of section 11 of this Act, as the ¢4 _
14, (1) No st et Fejecting the plaint, 1
be entertained wh‘i:ﬁ ﬁ:::d Mm'- : a Collector under the last preceding °°°ﬁ°nu:?(l,f
action anising, whether syl M‘w‘m“( three years from the date of tti‘hei:: s

case of a person who, by reason of minority, Wwas disquali-
umf:gl;t to sue for such office or for the recovery of the
o the date of his attining majority.

Aet XTIV of
1882, gection
617,

Act XIV of
18K ™
,:'2. section

5
(2) No application for the execution of a docree or order passed under this Act Liwitation of
shsll be entertained, if made after the expiration of one year from the date of such which exeon
decree or order. ;lrngrg:fdg;o
;r:rapplied
(3) Decrees or orders passed under Madras Regulation VI of 1831 may be Fxecntion of

executed under the provisions of this Act ; provided that no application for the execu- ordors prssed
under hegua-

tion of such decree or order shall be entertained, if made either af.ter _the expiration of It i
three years from the date of such decree or order or after the expiration of one year 1ssi

from the commencement of this Act.

(1) In cases in which the decree or @
against, the periods of limitation prescribed in sub
from the termination of the appeal. T

istri llector may transfer to his own file any suit on the file P :
s i ot of idivision of the district or from the file of one i, ﬁg",ﬂ"{;‘”

fficer in charge 1€ ;
glfxc?zﬂi[ti;e;)ufhgt 'cc>(f3ranother gr to the file of an Assistant or Deputy Collector not in ‘'ran-fers of
charge of a division, for disposal. B

16. (1) The trial of suits under this Act shall be regulated by rules made by the Procedure to

Board of Revenue under seetion 20 and by the following provisions :— in trying

suits.
: i f the suit and the same shall be Date of hear.
l) A daie Shan be ﬁxed .fOI‘ the heanng g v 3 . ing to be fixed
( got;ﬁei t1:0 the parties who shall be entitled to be heard in person or and partics to
(ii) Theypafges Shall be entitled to produce witnesses and to demand that Witnessos
any person whose evidence they require shall be summoned as a G " P
witness or that any person shall be summoned to produce a document, summoned.
“and the officer trying the suit shall comply with such demand, unless,
for reasons to be recorded, he considers it unnecessary to do so;
(iii) The officer trying the suit shall record, 1n l{lsl own hand an;d }:n lljecord of
English, a memorandum containing the material averments of the rocaedinge.
parties, the material portions of the evidence, his decision and the

reasons therefor. ;

(2) Every person to whom a summons 18

3 bey the same. o
legally bound to obey nits under this Act may provide for payment D

e '
17, Decrees sd orders passed s ect to such rules as may be prescribed by the eusts and

: : and subj : ; ‘
gl suals soonting o #Ie S lscit:iilobnaQO andlshall be executed in accordance with rules to shll be

executed was appealed Limitation
cree or order sought to be exe PP L g

-sections (2) and (3) shall commence prefery

Power of Dis-

% R et Ouligi%ion to
issued under this section shall be e
mons, - .
Decrees may

Board of Revenue under sec gl Roett et
. the suid section. according to
of Revenue under rulss winded
be made by the Board Bt Boerdo:"" .
Revenne.

In certain
cuses, ollee-
tor may refer

: i o i this Act or of an appeal
' the hearing of a 51.11t under this . _
18, (1) 11, befor;efr d::;é]gin a suit under this Act, or if, in the excf:miltxon of oy e
against a dgcree or or upgﬁ‘m of law or usage having the force of law, er of t G:i c:)]t‘l- Qoretion.of .
any such decree, any que hich constraction may affect the merits, arises, and the of Revenue
struiotion of 8 doonmetl T 1 or executing the decree entertains reasonable doubt on

officer trying the suit or apped ‘on the application of any of the

[ L 's own motion or on ' % e
such quc(aistlon, heaxzz,e ,(:igzro?ft}ﬁlésf:cis of the case and the point on which doubt is
parties, draw up

ision of the Board of Revenue and
i L statement for the decision 0
entertained and refer such s

: : id decision is communicated to him. ;
shall stay further proceedings untx,ls }t;gf] Sill; any of the par B Rl s Rt b
’ >

’ d transmit a copy of its judmhent.to
i a‘:'zxmi’ the said officer shall, m? Teceipt

Procedurs to
be followed
in ease of
such refer-

his agcnt f ce was made, % o f th i, ence.
the officer by whom the re eren ' in conformity with the decision of the said
thereof, prbc);od to dl:p:::off’ftg;? gcsfsitlm'df the said Board shall not be contested Pﬁ"ﬁ'ﬁf} ot
A rrectn . evenne
iy e t{re :?le under this Act. bt
in any appeal ] : s et pqay o
Ceals made under Madras Regulation VI of 1831 g:istgomlof

appeals pend-
ing at com-
mencement of
this Act.

19, All suits brought and dpphis Act, be heard and disposed of as if they had

ft
ter the commencemen 0
;h;:}:l,parfef;rred under this Act
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m:ri‘ ::m '20. The_ Bqard of Revenue may, with the approval of Government and after
make rules © Previous publication, make rules not inconsistent with this Act or with the Madras

zz;bcﬁrcu‘;in Proprietary Estates’ Village Service Act, 1894, in regard to the following matters :—

(1) the division, grouping and amalgamation of villages ;
(i1) the holding of “enquiries under sections 6, 7 and 8 and the hearing of
appeals under section 23 -
(iii) the educational qualifications required of the hol
forming Class (1) in section 3 :
(iv) the procedure to be. followed in disposing of suits an

lers of the village offices

e assigned to the holders of the
section 3 and the method of their
payment ;

(vii) the duties of the holders of the village offices forming Classes { 1) and (3)

in section 3, and the descriptions and forms of 1 ) .
to be kept b,y them ; P of the accounts and registers

(viii) the custody, production and transfer
kept by the i
: section 3 ; : G
(ix) the publication of administration reports under the Madras Village Cess

fn(:it,tiissgi’cth;e Madras Proprietary Estateg’ Village Service Act, 1894,

(x) argér‘(‘)it&e.r matters calculated to enhance the efficiency of the village

Jurisdiction ¢ 21. No Civil Court shall have aut

orisdic uthority to take into consideration or decide an
b claim to succeed to any of the offices Specified in section 3 op any question (;(: ts th}(:
burzed Ezlt)e tzrszr}r)l?;x;::izfl t(hle) irtpolument; of any such office or, exeept as provided in proviso

e Section 13, any claim to recover the emoluments of any such
Proviso Provided that

weri if, in any suit j ti :
Givil (.:r;:tgs pleaded before the Coll’ector that a R 1nstituted under thig Act, the defendant has
. suit, on the ground that no emolume

of Revenue 11 respect of which the suit is brought and i

;E;Ej):’;f‘h" such suit, 'the.appellate authority l?as ’d

jurisdiction. may, within six monthg from the dat
Cl;’ll Court to set aside such appellate d
only.

h Plea, the defendant
> ree, Institute a suit in a
ecree on the said ground ang on that ground

Nothing in 29, Nothing herein contained shall affoet isi
18 Ael t ‘
;’r‘e ovs ® . oAt of 1864 or the Provisions of Madra(;cAe}tleIIgO;fls‘]Og]gGOf s

ion 52 of Madras
emolnments 10 sub-section (1) of section 6 or, except as provided

s o ? Shall be de o
as arrears of  Fight to any village office, emed to create or confer an hereditary
revenue or to

affect office

which is not

now here-

ditary.

Sppesl 23. (1) From every order

inst ord Passed by a Collector : -
or decres of ITOM every decree o order passed b ¥ : under section § or ‘s

Collector.  an appeal shall lie, within one month
or decree was passed by the District
mounths, to the Board of Revenue,

Th isi Ao
or the Bourd of Revenue, gy (o g mz. ;11(2?1:];1;1;)1‘1)8&%%:111}, of the District Collector
Second appeal Provided that, in reg ect of the off
oy A s g, e i shallplie, withmoth(:-(;: t:lf] ;::;lds of the village anq village aceount-

the decision on appeal of the Djgty; in o220 the Board of Revenue, against

ts preferred y : :
age officer under section 7,p nder section 13 and

in cases of dismissal of a vill

0 D
Madras Ack
11 of 1894,
~ b

Act XV of
1877.
Madras Act
1I of 1894.

Madras Af_”

IV of 1893

and ITof

1894.

Madras Regd~

Iation V1 of

1831, Sec. 9+

(=

P

L
|

a Tahsildar or Deputy Tahsildar under sub- :gl';li’g:i e

2) From every order passed by rder passed by a proprietor under section 8, of Tahsildar,

v gt every 0 soist be final.  Reputy
section (2) of section 7, and from th,'}t’o the Collector whose decision shall 55?33&’,?’

an appeal shall lie, within one mon

d 1 in th 1 Disposal of

P il unde: this Act 1n the Capf}c'lty & &,

lr)eesihge Oﬂicel'crw hO passed the deCISlOD ggisﬁ:; Wilo
i ha“. rePOrt the fact to the Boar ket

. inet 1n another capaCLty’ he s : ; hs Bll de orign

Wh[{ich 1ns"appealed hagall)l'lsttrig; (d)?)llector, as the case may be, ar(llde :heagspepeao ha b1 ¥

Of evei ?}())r t(l)lets;aid i?oard or District COlleCtOl‘ and the or P d n appea

diSpOSO( 0. y

i mseae :ions of sections 5 and 12 of the Indian Limitation Act, 1877, so
, The provisions

far as2 ?hey relate to suits, a}.)peals%oi:ntie

to suits, appeals, or applications

eal 1s
If the officer to whom an app
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