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denth %bﬁh gromis, togler el in tie goeli oountry. As noted
above, the evidence supporting the doctor's opinion is two-fold ; one
that the lungs were fully dilated, and the other that the nature of the
injuries shows that the child was alive at the time it sustained those
SRneR o o8 AR R e g g W
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9. The only test applied to determine whether the lungs were
dilatedor not was that known as the hydrostatic test'. The lungs and
the heart were placed together in a bowl of water. If the lungs had
not been dilated a.ta}l,_ the'mass would have sunk : if slightly dilated
it would have floated almost entirely submerged. As it was, 507 of the
whole mass was out of the water and this fact led the doctor to con-
clude that the lungs were fully dilated. ‘Taylor’ and ‘Hehir and
Gribble'", in their books on Medical Jurisprudence, state that if the
heart and lungs float there can be scarcely any doubt that the child
was born alive. In this case,not merely did they float but half of the
whole mass was above water. This showed a very high degree of
. g dilation. The only precaution that has to be taken in this test is to
" gafe-guard against the possibility of the cells being distended with
gases liberated by putrefaction. Putrefaction of the lungs and heart,
however, is almost inconsiderable until the rest of the body attains a
very high state of putrefaction. In this case the doctor noted dis-
coloration of the skin and slight puffiness of the flesh but no evidence
 of extensive putrefaction. Hs deposes that putrefaction of the lungs
- wsually commences about 24 hours after death but when he examined

" the corpse about 30 hours after death he was surprised to find no
. signs of decomposition at all in'the lungs. He deposes that thelungs
. wereelastic andspongy. Undilated Iungs,even if distended by air emp-
rsema, would be close-grained and inelastic. The witness conducted
his test further by catting eich lung into half a dozen pieces and

ssing each firmly under water. Putrefactive gases would thereby

.out and the piece of lung wouldsink unless dilated by respi-
on. No bubbles of gases escapedat alland half of the volume of the
piece of lung in each case floated above the surface of the water. The
witnbss, it is true, did not use pure water-at 60°F as would be necessary
in a delicate quantitative test but the density or buoyancy of the
water used-by him could not have differed materially from that of
' “He used soft water but if its density was slightly
)] presence of salts in solution, $his was compensated for
fact that the temperature was about 75° F., instead of 60° F. In
«case, slight differences in the densities of different kinds of water
1ld make no ;&preciable difference in a test which gave so positive
this did. WE TR

.  other indication that the child was born alive is that
uries- appear to have' been anfe-mortem. An experienced
oner can at once recognise an ante-mortem injury by the
5 0f ymosis, the effusion of blood, and the retraction and
s of the wounds. The Assessors are naturally
> ‘technical evidence of the ‘medical witness
child was dead when thrown into the
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Mr. 'V’5 2, Ntrayana Menon.
Arunagiri Mudali.
Rama Goundan.
Munuswami.
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