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Lake Reclamation Project at Ootacamund

PR ;Statmg that the Government has perused, with satisfaction, the report on the
mmplman of the —, and directing that the good services of the IV Pioneers in
connection with the pm;eet be brought to the notwe of the Lieutenant-General Com-

, m&mg the Forces.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

—_———

Buildings and Ro
Civil Works.ads'

Reap—the following paper :—
Reporr on the completion of the filling in of the Ootacamund Upper Lake

Estimate o gs.
,99,140

: 1899, though, owing to

. i P SV

some Rs. 500, bringing the total expenditulPe e:ssliosf. ‘go(;'lli ggobe dmll,e which will-kwes

excess of the estimate. This excess is covered by No. 419] (. or about Rs. 2,700 in

ment, of 23rd September 1898, C., Public Works Depart-
2. Reasons for savings and excesses on

The work was practically completed .
various réasons; there vemainad a fewpsm:H on 31st March

th i 5
given in the completion report, but hrof:ldl;r3 v:.n ous sub-heads of the estimates are

: : king considerab

has been spent on (a) filling up depressions i pracing  considera ly more money
repeatedly oceurred, and (3) altering tlile upper Il:)latihaidr ei(:jllallr‘l(:ec'l portion which have
owing to heavy land slips in the steep slope. proving 1t with its drainage

3. It will no doubt be necessary, for som
they occur in order to make the reZlaimed g?-oﬁ?gsgga?;:;e’ to fill up depressions as

ground has thoroughly settled, the centre ion wi and useful. - After the
portion near the Hobart school has been scP Oé‘gon Will have to be drained. A small

this land, which was previously a bog, is now so;zzdgv:i?n d2" pipes 20" 0" apart, and

4. The permanent level of the lower lake
ment 1’ 67, and 1 think the most conser\rati\lflt:”s t&?ﬁiﬁiﬂ by order of Govern-
appearance of the? lf’z,ke. /I would strongly urge that in g a,y it has spoilt the
lowered another 1" 0%or 1" 6, the main stream deepened a};fa:‘s D O
upper portion of the reclaimed ground well drained, = Theg ud the Hobart Park and
unless the lake is lowered, and I am convinced the e cannot be effectively done

healthy recreation ground until the sub-soil water is low%;:gﬂd will never be really a

5. The completion of this work at the time is ohj -
T4 Pionesra whi workad iF HRiEnn ] othes Workslir%};egz (ii:;le' to the assistance of the
October 1898. ginning of July 1897 to 1st

6. It is impossible for me to exaggerate the % . :
excellent effect this imported labour had on the logc(:ﬁd vork this regiment did and the

g labour in Oot
7._ With the exception of some Rs. 1,500 spent on mak?n Ot}?zaml‘(lln.d'. ;
for their barragks. th.e men worked at the same rates as those ivge t (})1 joit EItRIY
and they certainly did all the most difficult work. g'ven to the local labour,

8. I venture to request that the services of thig
brought to the special notice of Government. -

9. My particular thanks are due to Major Steve :
the greatez Il))art of the time, and to Captain HJolloway ;%ot};gn?;?;ggﬁdfmg }?ﬁicer for
ing time, also to Captain Swan, Lleqtenants Rice and Watson. To the rOrdt e remain-
tion and kindly tact and keenness displayed by these officers and ever r:a dy Co-opera-
rendered by the remaining officers, zboth' European and Native, T ascriba );I;issmtance
which undoubtedly attended this experiment of the employm,en $ of m'tl}'ta ¢ sll;%cess
under a Civil Engineer. Under similar circumstances, the TV Pioneer; lar;ythe fg;lslt‘

Jot of men I shall apply for, and T feel proud to think they will readily come to me

regiment at Ootacamund may be
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10. In addition to the above-named officers, I beg to bring prominently to notice
the services rendered by Subadar-Major _Muhammad Sullar. I feel sure Major
Stevens will not object to my describing him as the backbone of the regiment as far
as work is concerned. His slightest wish was law with the men on the work, and it
is no exaggeration to say ' that he was always on the work and that where he was
good work was done. I can give him no better praise than to express my wish that
we had a few men of his ealibre in the Public Works Department.

11. In addition to the lake work, the men were employed on laying main sewer,
altering the iron pipe sewer through the upper lake, building works, road work.
Some of these works were far from easy or pleasant, and there was never a grumble

heard.

12. T append a note by the Commanding Officer, IV Pioneer.s. The regiment was
treated absolutely on the piece- work system, and from a Public Works Department
point of view this is, 1 think, the only system thz?,t should be employed. Tasks must
be set daily and carefully checked. This is not difficult as there is lot of superinten-
dence available in the regiment. From the Public Works Department view also
teering is the better plan, as it ensures an anxiety to put the men on the work,

(Signed) J. F. SOMERS-EVE,

Executive Engineer.

volun

26th April 1899.

No. 268/W.

Copy submitted to the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department.

The difficulties attending the execution of large works on the hills have been
most successfully overcome by the employment of the IV Pioneers, whose cordial
co-operation hus enabled Mr. Eve to complete the filling in of the luke in a very

sutisfactory manner.

Caynp OOTACAMUND, (Signed) A. H. GARRETT,
14th May 1899. Suptg. Engineer, 1V Circle.

OrpEr —No. 1400 W, dated 1st June 1899. .

Government has perused this report with satisfaction.

2. The good services of the IV Pioneers, in connection with the Lake Reclama-
tion Project at Ootacamund, will be brought to the notice of the Lieutenant-General

Commanding the Forces.
(B NN

v Under Secretary to Government.

(True Extraet.)

To the Superintending Engineer, IV Circle.
Deputy Adjutant-General, Madras Command,
for the information of the Lieutenant-General
Commanding the Forces.
Local and Municipal Department, for communication
e to the Chairman, Municipal Council, Ootacamund.
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Exd. Md. Pabilwan,
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