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HIS EXCELLENCY

THE RIGHT HON’BLE THE GOVERNOR
IN COUNCIL,

FORT St, GEORGE,

MADRAS.

(e

THE SECRETARY,
TO THE LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL

DEPARTMENT,
MADRAS,

The humble Memorial of the undersigned
rate-payers  residing in the Municipality

North Malabar, Cannanore,
Most Respectfully Showeth,

That the Memorialists most humbly beg to

W bring to the notice of Your Excellency in Coun-
| cil the following grievances regarding the impo-

gition and collection of heavy taxes based upon
the mere ground of expenses in the Cannanore
Municipality, notwithstanding the poor and mis.

| erable condition of the rate-payers, hoping
- Your Excl lency in Council will be graciously
| pleased to £ e them mto kind and merciful cop.

sideradion anc redress the same,

2. That the Municipal law was introduced
to the Cannanore Town since the year 1867,
heg the country was in g most flourishing and
prozg%us condition; that there were then a
full European Regiment and two Native Regi-

#iments besides the Sappers and Miners and an

Artillery in consequence of which, there was an
extensive trade here, the people had oceassion
to engage themselves in varioys trades and pro-
fessions, and she articles of grain ete. were
obtainable at a very low price. That although
it was provided in the Municipal Act then in
force, a tax not exceeding 71 per cent. on the
annual value of the property may be levied, yet
he then Municipal Councillors after a ecareful
ind prudent consideration thought it only just
) impose a tax at 5 per cent. and the tax wag
reordingly levied. That some years afterwards
8 tax was increased and levied at 7% per cent.,

' the simple reason, that the Municipality was

2 2 JUL 1898
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: Be _ﬁ;: ple food such as rice ote. is very much
“._s“,' ¢led in debts on accou.nt of over-ex- : "B increased and that as there is no prospect in
ithre and that it was conmdere_d that the - trade in consequence of poverty, the leading
ased rate will be levied ouly until the debts L - @ merchants of the Town abandoned their trade
fischarged ; that since then the increased ~and left the place. That in consideration of
{ wera collected and all the debts were '~ this poor and miserable position of the country,
ied off 'leaving a balance of about Rs. 10,000 ‘ -« B it would be evident the imposition of the increas-
odit of the Municipality ; that now it is. | ed tax would be qaite incompatible with the

h time for the Municipality to reduce tl?e S _ | well-being and prosperity of the people. That
; tax as it is apparent that the Municipa- T having regard to the above cirecumstances Your

e

B 110 longer a debtor, but on the other hand i - i . )l g Excellency in Council will find what would be
s a large balance at its disposal. That the A’D , Tt halda (’(’““/ L‘L"‘“ i 4 the miseries and hardships of the residents of

o of tax to 7} per ek, has lod tho people Conppnk Yo s o 3 2. 1330, 3 ‘ 4 the Municipality to pay a tax of 71 per cent.

great misery and hardships as they are un-
bo pay the tax, their moveable properties
distrained and sold by the Municipal antho-
and besides that those who possess neither
able property nor any other means to pay
tax are prosecuted criminally and sent to

“Jail to undergo imprisonment.

. That ona cosideration of the following
msbauces, Your Excellency in Couneil will
convinced that Cannanore was not in that
sperous position as it was since some years
but on the contrary it is now in a most fami-
condition. That the present poor and
erable condition is attributable only to the
s that there being only one Native Regiment
ead of the two stationed here, that of a fu!l
aropean Regiment only a single Company is
here and the other Regiments consisting of
ppers and Miners and Artillery were entirely
moved from here. That in consequenco of
& removal of the Regiments from this Town
, major portion of the residents were compel-
| to quit the place in search of some work or
de to various other countries but the few who
s compelled to remain here are exposed to
sery and starvation ; that almost all the bun-
ows are fallen down as there is no income for
, owner to keep them in proper repair, tl‘lat
ew that are in existencey are unoccupied
those which are occupied yield only a very
rent amountfing to Rs. 30, 20, 10 and 5
ad of 120, 100, 80 and 50 respectively;
¢ it is difficult to recover even this reduced
rent from theoccupants as they are unable to pay
- that there is no prospect whatever in trade
any other professiond that almost all the
hops and small buildings are closed and unoc-
"ed for want of demand fc:xL _the same and
bat some of the big houses !ké»parbly or wbo}ly
llen down, the owners being unable to main-
8in them in proper order. That the price of

4. That the present collection of taxes on

arts, profession, trades and callings, as mention.
ed in Schedule A ; on vehicles and animals as

: . per Schedule B, and on distraint as per Schedule

G; are made in the maximum, except the toll
mentioned in Schedule D which is only coilected
to the extent of £ of the maximum amount for |

vehicles and animals entering the Munieipal |
it

1limits.
5. That Your Excellency’s memorialists beg

| | to bring togthe notice of Your Excellency in

3t that the tax imposed upon land
since the year 1867 for some years
er cent. on the annual value, al-

& though the state of the country then, was in a
-1 far better and moro _ prosperous condition when
“§ compared with the present state and that it

would be only just to reduce the tax instead of

increasing it. A _
6. The principle staple food of the people

viz Tice etc. werd available at a much more

| cheaper rate than at present and there was also

timely and abundant rain ang existence of
epidemic diseases was seldom found but on the
contrary since some years the price of the articles

M of food is increased; that the trade and other

professions have greatly fallen down, the salary

" Jand wages of the working classes of people
dbave been fixed on a very low scale and that

there are very few persons who are able to en-
gage the services of the poor coolies for private
purposes. That there is not sufficient rain and
even if it rains, it does not rain in proper time
to meet the requirements of the cultivation and
standing trees, thereby the prosperity of the

& "‘un'try 18 very much affected. That the people
~ i the Municipality are very much reduced to

;,} bverty on account of the heavy Municipal
Ixes imposed upon them being unable to pay

they had no other alternative thap to sell

WPRTRE Er



R gage almost all their moveable and
veable properties at a very low price to
the heavy demand on account of the Muni-

1 that under these circumstances Your
cy’s memorialists most humbly and
lly beg Your Excellency in Council
e pleased to take their fervent prayer into
ul consideration and to redress their
s in the following matters to the ex-
after songht for.
- The memorialists may be totally ex-
pted from the tax on land and buildings, if
 wholly, at least, it may be reduced to 3 or
el r centum
=
on arts, trades, professions etc. as mentioned
hedule A, may be totally exempted from.
~ (¢) That the tax on animals and vehicles
18 mentioned in Schedule B, may be reduced
1alf the amount therein stated. '
~ (d) That the distraint fee mentioned in
chedule G, may be reduced to half the amount
nd lastly the registration fee of the carts and
other vehicles not on springs, to Rs 2 per annum.
8 EXPENDITURE.

“expenses under the various heads may be cur-
ailed in proportion to the income.

£ 2. GRANT I._ Public works. ..As there is a
~ moiety of Toll Collection in balance the expen-
es for maintaining the roads may be reduced..
(@) The expenses in connection with the
buildings may be reduced in as much as it does
ot require any particular establishment, the
_conservancy staff being utilized for the purpose
3 is now done.

' 8. GRANT IT. Municipal Schools and
 GRANT III-Hospital. The expendialre
these heads can® bevedudsd. '
__Vaccination.—As already proposed Ly
ernment the works of Registration of,deaths
and births, if carried out by vaccination staff,
the expenditure under this head can be reduced.
~ (b) Conservancy.—The establishment un-
der this head may be proportionately reduced.
The expense for private scavenging being in
excess of the income, a reduction proportion-
\te to the income can be conveniently effected.
"~ 4 GRANT 1V.—The lamp posts are fixed at
slaces where they are not required; the expen-
in conneetion with it may thereby be redu-

a——

That the tax mentioned in classes 7 to

The memorialists humbly submit that the .

|

5
‘ ) The oxpenses under Chatram, Slacgh-
house, and market can be conveniently re-
duced.
e 5. GQRANT V_Supervision and Management.
5 , - The Government should take into special con-
.} sideration in regard to these expenses.

6" The Municipality being divided into
~ wards each ward may be placed under the Super.
wvision of Ward-councillors and if necessary g
Vice-Chairman may be appointed so as to relieve
the Chairman of a portion of his work. Henco
the expenses in connection with this may be
conveniently reduced.

For which Act of justice and benevolence
| the memorialists shall as in duty bound.
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