L R R | — ~—

) b‘ w-qnq‘j.‘-,.‘h_ i—rw ,.;.q ,,‘_‘.
; - ot Pl

=
LYY

l'\»‘} “"’_—‘. ‘ ’

‘f

L}

=
i

Datep /]~ 7 - 77

"' H"v-—. ~
W B N s sy

[Despatch Abstraet.) .

/u{rr-')u+~c7
Spoak- T Acgaec’




R R R R R SRR

" /.f Sé O.L“W, q)/ /f//

s Lot 1¢r¢4 Al S g,
/ s E: From
: )7: e é 6 %fi«./. 171/1!(0 'f

;‘"»:'.;‘ ¥ s
g il zyorde'g A ¢ /]M,c.eé—‘/ 4 Gt oy

Q(4.¢ -/1(1 6 /,Lﬁﬂl

Z %([lzxa ﬁ&y 7%4&@

Wins sidlinc ok als . ms from Wisan Sy G ““‘“‘”,"‘71, 4&747

4
i

Al

’
"
& o fﬁ‘. ‘.‘LL&-‘.““ f(awuqzxu Cen g 7_‘ a9

%W/‘wdv)q .74‘5 ‘ﬁf‘£ (s
L {ceenk ‘Z«‘u«.ac“'l“l,{ b die. as Dated 772550 25

ke « /{vﬁcnn.,( u.:/,‘g,,;,g- Received - 5 97
fra P, Registered -

-

K Bubreatie bt Lot o Enclosures .-+

la doe b Cloceese lio nclon aliendy Spare copies
5 ; B
e B a.‘;L.{ il ool fiztle 0fols SUBJ BT,
3 :‘ B e Lotae Stfw ek (TCeys u....% &/’ sz@/*ﬁ—o'z @w
L, «fﬁ Zeol 2bie : 33
Vicete, §341. frlrzet . /. f'% p b ceceal™ po don s mé.,,,,,/ Iy NS
’ ‘. ( e 0 7 v"
B e i -l i
- = £ /yayz-r fl} st »Am:opo( /la.&_ m
hackwany . Jho Ka. koo wo Lol F AN i, G z.,,;

4;\ Cdae 4/44/:’“»:‘1-0”1 )o’J-dl[fAL \

[
| Sk :




.

The Ghambexr of Gommerce,

i
MADRAS, 2nd May, 1899,

/. N

N R R G\ \11 | FE i o
C. E. P. VansAGNEW, ESQ,, SR gy
P A

CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,',
MADRAS. 4

.

3 (‘i‘m/ | .\
(,/w("“"/ﬂ ‘ .t‘.", X

THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,

LOCAL & MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT,

. OOTACAMUND.
Sig,

On the 1st November, 1897, the Madras Municipal Commissioners passed a Resolu-

tion in which they agreed to undertake the construction of a main for the Madras

Drainage Scheme at a cost of Rs. 12 lakhs, and in order to provide the necessary funds

they proposed, among other things, to increase the tax on timber imported into Madras

to the maximum under Section 341 of the Madras Municipal Act, viz., from Rs. 3 to

Rs. 5 per ton, or by upwards of 66 per cent. As the effect of this increase, in the

opinion of the Chamber, was calculated to have the direct contrary effect to that anti-

cipated, and as the trade was unable to bear it, it addressed the President of the Muni-

cipality deprecating the proposed increase. The Chamber remarked that it entertained

“no wish to thwart the Municipality in its laudable desire to obtain the funds required

for the very necessary sanitary and other improvements to the city,” and pointed out that

“timber imports cannot bear such crushing dues, and, as a consequence, the trade”

probably amounting to Rs. 20 lakhs yearly, “ will be diverted from Madras to Negapatam

or other ports, where no such obstacle exists,” In conclusion, the Chamber expressed

the hope that, with due regard for its own interests, the Madras Municipality would

. moderate very considerably the demands which it was proposed to make upon the timber

. : R Rl ‘ .+ trade, the burden on which was already considerable,

Since then, the tax on timber has remained at the old figure, viz. Rs. 3
per ton; but the Chamber has now learned that under G. 0., No. 191, M. Mis,,
dated the 14th February, 1899—which does not appear to have been published
in the Zort St. George Gazette—the tax is to be raised to Rs. 5 per ton as

% Hrom the 1st instant. The Municipal Notice containing this Order, though dated
‘the 14th March, was pot furnished to those chiefly interested in the timber trade
until the 24th idem, which, the Chamber submits, is a notice altogether insuffi-
cient to permit of arrangements being made to meet the altered ecircumstances of the
case, especially as the greater part of the trade is conducted on the * arrival” principle,
In consequence of this, the retail dealers are likely to sustain heavy losses. The
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Tbhe Ehamber Of Gommnuerce,

MADRAS, 2nd May, 1899,

C. E. P. VaxsAGNEW, ESQ.,

CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
MADRAS.

THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,

LOCAL & MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT,

OOTACAMUND.
SiIg,

On the 1st November, 1897, the Madras Municipal Commissioners passed a Resolu-
tion in which they agreed to undertake the construction of a main for the Madras
Drainage Scheme at a cost of Rs. 12 lakhs, and in order to provide the necessary funds
they proposed, among other things, to increase the tax on timber imported into Madras
to the maximum under Section 341 of the Madras Municipal Act, viz., from Rs. 3 to
Rs. 5 per ton, or by upwards of 66 per cent. As the effect of this increase, in the
opinion of the Chamber, was calculated to have the direct contrary effect to that anti-
cipated, and as the trade was unable to bear it, it addressed the President of the Muni-
cipality deprecating the proposed increase. The Chamber remarked that it entertained
“no wish to thwart the Municipality in its laudable desire to obtain the funds required
‘for the very necessary sanitary and other improvements to the city,” and pointed out that
“timber imports cannot bear such crushing dues, and, as a consequence, the trade”
probably amounting to Rs. 20 lakhs yearly, ““ will be diverted from Madras to Negapatam
or other ports, where no such obstacle exists,” In conclusion, the Chamber expressed
the hope that, with due regard for its own interests, the Madras Municipality would
moderate very considerably the demands which it was proposed to make upon the timber
trade, the burden on which was already considerable,

Since then, the tax on timber has remained at the old figure, viz. Rs. 3
per ton; but the Chamber has now learned that under G. 0., No. 191, M. Mis,,
dated the 14th February, 1899—which does not appear to have been published
in the Fort St. George Gazette—the tax is to be raised to Rs. 5 per ton as
from the 1st instant. The Municipal Notice containing this Order, though dated
the 14th March, was pot furnished to those chiefly interested in the timber trade
until the 24th idem, which, the Chamber submits, is a notice altogether insuffi-
cient to permit of arrangements being made to meet the altered circumstances of the
case, especially as the greater part of the trade is conducted on the * arrival” principle.
In consequence of this, the retail dealers are likely to sustain heavy losses, The
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Chamber, therefore, submits that it would only be equitable to exempt from the
enhanced tax all contracts *“ to arrive” outstanding at the date of the receipt, by the
firms interested, of the Municipal Notice above referred to.

~ But the Chamber is opposed to any increase of taxation on timber, as prices
~ are at present on a very high level, and the trade in teak is almost at a stand-
- still; consequently, anything which tends to still further raise the price is to be
~ deprecated. 'The Chamber is convinced that the enhanced tax will defeat the object
~ which the Commissioners have in view, for Negapatam alfeady takes a large quantity
of timber, and with 8o large: an aim before- it as-the aequisition of the timber trade
of Madras, it would not be slow to take the steps necessary to obviate any short-
comings and dmdmhgnmd&mhich it may at present labour.

Under all the circumstances of the case, the Chamber trusts that the Madras
Government will rescind the G, 0. in question, or at all events rednce the tax very
considerably. If, however, this is deemed impossible, then the Chamber begs to request

that preferential treatment be afforded to. shipments. - against orders alveady booked
before the 24th March. ' b

-1 have the hononr_to be,
' Sir,

Your most obedient servant, :
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