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sl.m'\l George Hamilton,
43 Secretary of State for India.

nce of the above subject is my excuse for approach-
letter and with my appeal.

in this step is evidenced by the contents of the
Dr. Hans Buchner, President of the Hygienic In-
it the University of Munich—a physiologist of acknow-

[} }‘ 4 l\ p
: ﬂi’f letter Your Lordship will, I trust, be induced to peruse
»g pamphlet, when probably Her Majesty’'s Government will
 Royal Commission in India or other delegates to institute
periment. {

ess to say more in order to impress Your Lordship with the great
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taction in the suppression of the plague (and cholera) in_India,
er tropical countries ; and while supplicating  Her Majesty’s Gov-
rthe suggested trial, I beg to subscribe myself—

Your Lordship’s most obedient Servant,

C. GopDFREY GUMPELS.

K,

'Road, Beckenham, Kent,

T T T T

6th February 1899.
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M‘ 4 i'rfrvm Dg. Hans BUuCHNER, Professor at, and President of the Hygienic
1k ' Institute of, the University of Munich.
28th January 1899.
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$ our esteemed letter of the 24th instant, and hasten to
" inform you that you could not have applied to any one who is more convinced
" of the correctness of your views than | am, as 1 have, eversince 1890, brought
~ forward evidence of the fact that the natural power of resistance of the organism
-~ against bacteria depends directly uzon the emount of its mineral constituents.

The first proof of this 1 published in the * Archiv far Hygiene "—volume
X, 189o—in an article entitled * Investigation on the bacteria-destroying
effects of the blood and blood-serum . and have already at that date shown
that the bacteria-kiling power cf the normal blood-serum—upon which the
natoral protective powvers of the organism against bacteria_chiefly depend—1s
lowered and ultimately destroyed in proportion as the mineral constituents
especially sodium-chloride are withdrawn from the serum.

Later on,in 1893, I continued these researches on the important office of
the (neutral) salts in relation to the bacterium-destroying protective _sub”sta.nces
of the serum, to which latter 1 gave (in 1_891) the name of “Alexins ” ; and
added the second proof that the bacterium-killing qua}htxes of blood-serum—-after
having been made ineffective through the abstraction of common salt—could
be restored again by the restitution of the lost mm_erals, especm{ly common salt,
By same post I send youa copy of the dissertation of 1893, in which I bave

marked passages on pages 138, 189, 142, 174-6, to attract your attention.

I duly received y
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 These s estalsed e ot e sence of mineral s

, ortance for the natural resisting
* tion; and that it would be dangerous to decrease their a

The influenceof this diminution appess o besome ca
destructive action of water on the cells and on the xm ective serum (Schu

h g
I
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P e

stofie), which action is in itself always harmful. An organism deficient ,.3 |

salt may be compared to one, which contains an ‘abnormal ;gnanit;‘z:;f
and possesses, like this latter, a dimi shed resisting power against. e it

It was naturally suggestive to apply these scientific results for practical
purposes. But, wl?en considering tgese possibilities, I was always induced to.
think that the low price of common salt in our countries gave every one the
opportunity of supplying himself with the quantity he needed, and that any
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housands of human beings
ne thousand per week) to the
€2 ﬁ" preventing and curing the

ATCTREY ,
 has been, is, and will be engaged in
on on the ways and means, which now
‘proved unsuccessful in suppressing the

G

‘ ﬁi}smn to Europe, will be fully occupied
arranging and classifying the truly bewildering
wum probability of producing, out of all the collected
luable proposition for the prevention and cure of

amount, beyond the body's necessity, is, as you correctly state, escreted by the : § e

kidneys. ‘ ' Tl ;,ﬁf qQ ,__lgfé- of employing sodium-chloride, as suggested
You are quite right in stating that this does not apply to India, where, 1 de the B 18 (1t presenit Royal Commission,

with the high salt-tax and among a people who— rtly through poverty, partly henc «d‘ﬁ submission of my appeal to that Commission

‘ ﬁst‘?ﬁdb]& delay and most probable ultimate suppres-

subject ;

sufficient of that mineral substance which imparts the power qf resistin ;ﬂfeﬁ' ] B
tious diseases. And this applies in a special degree to vegetarians, as Iro essor &Qed experiment' is recommerded by two authorities,

Bunge (lehrbuch der Physiologischen Chemie) has shown. ' $iii ? ion in the sciences of Epidemiology and Bacteriology
That such a deficiency of common salt—when it does exist—can be very ' Q;y any member of the medical profession ;
} 2 3 3ARA

harmful, and must essentially increase the pre-disposition for infection, ) consider, 8 not necessary to submit the question before another

through habit * (ignorance) ”—do not useit, the human body does not receive %j
;

4%, e, -t Tt %
i

not mean to say, that for example, experiments should be made with sodium- s, with advantage, be referred to-the Indian Executive Govern-

sulphate, since 1 am convinced that sodium-chloride is the most suitable for
the human organism. I only wish to pointthis out in order to indicate that
sodium-chloride must not be looked vpon asa specific against the plague.

In conclusion, dear Sir, I do not hesitate to give my full support to the
practical experiment as suggested by you. 1 consider it to have a stron
scientific basis ; and that itis, for this very reason, urgently demanded, be
besides perfectly harmless. 1 should hence feel highly gratified were
British or Indian Government to decide to accede to your request and institu ; and carrying into effect so simple and inexpensive an expeiiment,
an experiment of distributing common-salt among the members of a co nmi of the most momentous questions of mankind depends.

in which plague has broken out. : | ' . ‘hope ope that the importance of the subject will induce Her Majesty’s

o¥ in accordance with my experiments, ascertain. And the possibility of such I toi) hat nio valid reasom cant possibly be

‘g“ ) deficiency of common salt, which I'did not think probable for Europeans, T '?iqt'l‘f:he B exlperiment' ybber i Zu
must admit as possible for the inhabitants of India. 1 it 1 iidEe * s (LTSt .

e L ; ¢ iigiy i i 1148 latter requires more an administrative than a medical

P | I must, however, add that, according to my inquiries, common salt is by no PESTE T wito cficct ;

S & means alone capable of performing the important office assigned tothe alkali- i : 3 e !

;’ salts in the human body, but that other mineral salts are equally effective I do ] e the question would find its best solution in India, and

Indian officials ;

5 ]

‘‘‘‘‘

-

very weel’s delay consigns thousands of human beings to the
§ and that hence immediate steps should be taken, not only for
ity's sake, but also to prevent those, with whom the decision of

e matter rests, from being indicted for manslaughter asa
;' ; nsequence of their criminal neglect.

ignorance, prejudice or callous indifference can stand in the

] B g\,; ! il . . . .
R ' g1t o ian Cov ent t t » the suggested trial without
B R. . : 41 il : ise the Indian Covernment to institute t gge D
g ! DR. HANS BUCHNER, 94 fi:"”i.{ . I shall be happy to furnish any number of copies of the treatise
= eE 52 : 4 » # 1S e il '_.‘,_V -
X 5}_; Professor der Universitat. . ;J#}! ,.; ;}m““@d-:
a . b $lE 1 ‘ T e SHALEE
d Vorstand des Hygienischen Institutes der f; ;i it
i ST, L i
i E Universitit Minchen. ;;frg? ]L&i H
- ~ i AR it
& ? — i - _::;-»‘,‘§*: k%;g“’ :
il - AT LSRR 1
S = Dated * Troutbeck,”” Elm Road, Beckenham, (ke 18th March 1899. giii
: _5“5 From—C. GoDFREY GUMPELS, Esq., : ‘ SRsLItEits 5@%}’ ‘g !
B ',: To—The Under Secretary of State for India. F320 458 ¢5§ ¢ 5; :
g I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, in mﬁg i hi 13
3 é you inform me that the (completed) copy of my treatise on the prevention of %ﬁf :
g * plague is retained at your office to await the return of the Plague Commission LSkl
3 from India. (it ; M I G. C. Press, Simla.—No, 613 H. D.=3r-509-=245.
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