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Plague preventive measures in the North Arcot -
District.

x ,
Walaiapet lunicipality. f/ cases of plague have occurred

here up to date. Under G.0.N0.1985 M dated 18th November

1896 ,the minimum staff in thls lfunicipallity employed on

plague purposes should be 1 Divisional Inspector,l orderly,

4 circle Inspectors,l16 toties and 16 peona'in addition to

280 %A paad \i N 4 ' : ; i
& 2 >IN the ordinary staff of the lfunicipality. The full extra staff
‘ —— ( # & . )

however,consists of 4 lMunicipal circle Inspectors,l Divisiom =
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Inspector,4 totles and no peons. Pt Aol e
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2_ The ordinary lMunicipal staff has been decreased by

-

removing the only trained Sanitaf'y Inspector,and placing him

halts SEE

under the Plague Officer - leaving the ordinary care of tho
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town to two maistries or peons. There 1s a Plague Hospital
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provided to which the inhablitants have been invited to re-

sort. Having declined.t he invitation,they are treated by
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N i \ home se regation ", The guard per house consists of one '
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\' &\ = ‘ > 2. polioeman. Where,as rrgquently is the case, there is a ‘back
~ _ A 4 £ e -
’ y exit,1t 1s guarded by a ™ special oooly " on annap four per o
i : 3

day; there 1s no cooly prbvided for guarding the side walls
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of' baclyards bf houses, In the most recent case;on
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through the house to the bacl,not even a watchman on annas

four was to be found.

3_ Mourteen coolies are engaged for disinfection works

Beyond requiring them to wash thelr hands and feet before

going home,no precaution 1s takén with respect to them. M "

are provided with sandals dnstead of' shoes. Only three of

)
these_ are inoculated., On leaving work,they proceed to t.heir

own houses,without any precautlions as t.o clothing or thelr
persons. No speclal clothing 1s provided for their use. On

a case belng discovered,disinfection of the house 1s at once

commenced,and an opening is made in the roof. Perchloride of ¢

mercury solution is distributed from " lotahs " dipped by

mnd,on the plea that Chinese pumps are omwt, of order, The
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xpravont such occurrences. NoO precautions are taken as to

tion of rubbish,or of clothing during tﬁﬂ*

subsequent collec

person’s 1llness. / ” - 4
N Ranipett and W where 2‘ and L@ cases Mog-f

have ocourred,the same system of guardlm

plague respectively,
as in Walajapet 1s pursued,except that here the police are :fg

almost entirely replaced by daily cooly watchmen. Beyond 8
coolles for special disinfection work,no special staff 1is |

employed, if the Plague supervisor on the spot be exceptod.

excreta of patlents in this town are removed by the mna

The
dinary totlies of the
house to house and street to street for the healthy as woll

U nion in baskets,which are talken from

as well as the sick. No arrangement is made for clothing arh

special disposal of rubbish,nor for the receipt of sputa or

other discharges. In one pneumonlc case visited by myselr

and the Head Assistant Collector,the flies were wallkling over ;

crobes.
supposed to be burnt,but susplcious rags on the spot po

to this not belng the case, No enquiry had been made as

.'

The toll gates are z‘

the despatching of clothing to dhobles.
t iniecbed nor to secure

4;

not watbhed for persons passing ou
The grave yards —’wi

their taking a pass under Regulatlion 34.

not watched., I was informed,but forgot to verify the sta -

ment,that dead bodies are disposed of in the wed of the rl&f'

ver Palar. .
g ’-ér I have already expressed my opinion as to " home "‘;{
.if wilt /"’“"' regation " in para 5 of my notes dat ed X g
el "”’ ?47& Calliy COPCOTNINE VelloTe towns The Walajapet Council should be

i
(E4 %&““‘ﬂ s ,,,Qgrequired to at once give full effect to G.0.N0.1985 M dat.od.
L 18th November 1896 as b0 provision of staff,except that the

pe done without,the town being compali, 4

mounted orderlies might

N

rhe same principle should be followed 1in respect to Ranipet

Under Additional Regulation NO . 8 ,Ranipet
should

and Punganuls



The Divisional Imspector,as in
a trained Sanitary I

japet, should preferably have been
dist rict,local xnowledge has been de=

in dealing Wwith sanitary mat=-

tor; but,as in this
clared to be of greater value

;; ter than sanitary xnowledge ,I do not urge the point.

n Vellore,Tirupati nor Walajapet seem to
o the dictum. In Ranipet, it is

ned; yet Tirupati is the

Neither results 1

to have glven any force t
that totles cannot be obtal
ground for other Districts.
salaries of speclal plague Ofric;
Although Arcot.,Rl‘

pleaded
great recruiting

unsound policy to pay the

tbe afraid of the cost of totles.
within a short distance Gt;”

Tt seems to me

and ye
L
nipat,WalajapetAand Pun et o1

each other,the system of administration seems dirferentﬂ

the cpecial CIazue Africer’s work is apparently con=

Thus,
r,with his
”

3 fined %o walajapet.

The Head Assistant Ccollecto
L)
but one observatlion carcle in

Head°Quartera at Ranipet ,has
nfined to Head=-

his charge,tnitatxﬁhousupatvtomrqpho is co

Quarter at Rﬁnipe&,has charge of three circles. It seems 0
hese places would be be= %

=

34
"
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me that tshe system pursued in t

"

nefited by the appointment of a single officer on plague

charge of the whole area,including cirles ro nw;;
n 10 miles radius. The citﬁgi

duty to the

? the areas named,for not less tha

cles should be " preventive circles " of & miles dlameters.

4 then be made,s0 that the'or-"~?;

e Complete arrangements shoul
gervancy starf and plant in thi

places as the District Sanitary officer may conald
rd for maintaining olennlf

s area,in such

dinary con
er ne-

cessary,be brought up to a standa
: ness by use of sufficlent plant'menial
5%{ nitary std&ff, and that for epidemlc purposes,
3 ' localitées, th-e organization 1aid down 1in 4.0.N0,1985 M da=
¢ vbe required as the minimum. All ¢rni|’{
tched and deaths be traced. Rog'u;:

i yards ghould be carefully wa
d be fully enforced,and be worked in con juncié

water sources I'ea .

ted 18th November 189
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1ation 54 shoul

n with the circle observation gystem.

n should be disinfected.
Dhobies

tio

gonably regarded as open to pollutio




.;”-'haos should be aupervisod.
ghould be supervined on the same princépl/es. o
s of plague have ocourred e
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ur happened to
ud walls
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thelr materdal wa

The area aiiouod ig far
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arrangament,the

cessarily have

4 cause
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P rovéded and no place 1
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The Plague i1 o8

golut@ly unfit

all respects cor=
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The only

w mud huts " in
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of plague patlen
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cholera: be vaizen into account;

purposes of a Plague Hosfh
pital.
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provision for v

ow in each wall me
r any person or

wind

rurther A Ccomn
ta,unless

necessary connecbed wl

shed used for

he adjuining
unf'it for the

g is pqually

b
bub,bhi



K;
&

:

%
.
i
i

¥

-
Hospital.
‘! The pilg rim awel

the great points of dangers

1ings in this town necessarily are
For purposes of the annual fes-
ti val,all pilgrim houses have had formerly painted upon

them the number of persons that might be accommodated within

them,as ascertdined by m easurement allowing %00 cubic feet

per head in rooms with doors and windows,and 200 cublc feet

in verandahs. These numbers have now been re'oyed by the in-

hapibnnts. They gshould be renewed,and two sets of figures

be made; in black should be registered the number of the Tre-

in red the number of pilgrims that might be

This would ald detection of the

gident family,

accommodat, ed in addltion.

arrival of st Aarangers. Tn several of the houses visited the

latrines and pack premises used by the householders and pil-

grims were in a decldedl. ¥y f1ilthy state. ¥ar more stringent

action is necessary by the municipality in enforcing prompt

removal of night -so0il, and of rubbish. T-he houses in which

pl-ague had occurred were visited. These had been imperfect-

1y disinfectd, and no arrangement. had been made for the ad=-

mission of 1ght and air. Full directions were given to the

staffl.
7} A passp.-ort officer 1s gstationed at renigunta, and

another at pirupatl Baste At Renigunta,the 0 fficer com=

pl-ains that the Rallway 5t aff will not allow him to see

the t1 ckets of the arrivals for purposes of ascertalning

whether) they have come from infected areas. He 1s entirely

dependent upoe-n thelr bringing to him such cases a8 they

choose. This 1s a small but. important matter that could be

paslly arranged.

Y/, lo arrangements exisb for examining pllgrims aB
Upper Tirupati. Hence 1¢, would be an easy matter for an epl-

demic to st ary in the nidst of the damp, insanitary, and

111 ventil at-ed pillgrim dwelllngs there vith out informa=
tio N reaching Lower pipupatd, till much mischief had been
qorie. I hav p for years adyv ocated the P lacing here of

ated Sanltary Inspectoxr or Hospltal As=-
sistant

aither a Cer tific




Lo,idr Pipupati should be wa
oth er duty wouldd surfice.
Registration. T he Regl strar of births and deaths is fond

of entering causes of deat
rmissible in the case of Municipalitles.

h under " all other causes ., No

guch entry is pe

care should be taken to stéte in as exact terms as possible 3

ause of death;
d be consult-ed by the Reglstrar.

the real ¢ where there 1s doubt,the Hospital

Assistant shoul

Lieut=Colonel, I.M«Se

Sanltary commissioner for lMadras.
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