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Ssnsutate the basia of mndd.' ‘injurious
not only to the individusls, but also to the |
Presidency at large,

There are, however, much wider interests |
at stake in the choice of g Smgeon.().“,ﬂ'
In the Presidency Town alone there are no
!'f"‘s than fourteen hos;;it;mlu and dispensaries,
These include some of the most highly
organised hospitals in India, and the great
state of excellence to which the General
Hospital, the Government Mnternity and
Ophthalmic Hospitals, and the Lunatic
Asylum have been brought, has on several
oceasions won the highest praise from the
Surgeon-General with the Government of
India, who has indeed gone so far as to
hold up these institutions for the emu.
lation of the other [’rcxidum‘y Towns,
Around each aud every one of these Presi-
deacy Town institutions there gather a
number of questions whose evolution has
been the growth of years, and has been de-
termioed by a variety of diverse considera-
tions, not the least of which las been the
purse-length of the Local Government.
These threads it will be no easy task for
& stranger to the Presidency to pick up,
however able he may be. Then, again,
there are the 450 odd hospitals  and
dispensaries in the mofussil to be consider-
ed, with their anoual tally of more than
four million cases treated. They constitute
& very Bethesda, and one with peculiaritios
especially its own  The language, the cus-
toms, the prejudices of the people, and the
very climate are different from those in
other parts of India, and even vary widely in
different parts of the Prosidon: y. Take, for
instance, Tinnevelly, swayed by Christian
Missionary influence and contrast its people
with thoss of Uanjam, or ¢ mpare agaio the
churacteristios of the people of the Eastern
and Weatern Coasta budy the climate of
the hill tracts of Vizagapatam and of
other portions of the sane Distriet, and
compare them with those of Bellary, of
Madura, or of & number of other Districts we
might mention, and one fluds n surfeit of
contrasts, Wa are conscions that we have
but skimmod the surface of & groat subject,
nnd of one in which a well informed Surgeon-
General must bo deeply vorsed, Our aim has
been to show that if the Sargeon-General
Madras is to be of
that use to Government which he should be,
he must perforce be u man woll versed in all
that belongs to the South of India ; he must
have an edueation that will not come in 4
day even to the very ablest ; ko must have
gone through the mill, and learomogd line
upon line, precept upon procopt, those los
sous that are learned fo no other way. He
must be of Madras, Madrasai, in sympathetic
touch with ita rulers, with the officers and
subordinates who will Lave to se

with the Governmont of

rve under
h"n' and };u{l)‘, but not le st with the sick
be - their colour, status
they mny

. There is another imp»r ant point to con.
sider. The post of Surgeon Goneral is rightly
regarded na the % Plum™ of thb local branch
of the LM.S.; it is the highest Appoint.
ment 1 that Serviee which it isin the
power of the Laeal Government to recom -
mend ous of jtg oflicors for, Iy this
hnxwur:‘.blu iti )

who has served the Local Clavar

L

or prejudices what

will be falt by the ether Sorvanta of that
Government as a hardship. There Aro at
the preseat timo three officors whose claime
for the post stand high, viz, Coloels
McGaxy, Brsctam, and Braxvoor, Wa
have no wiak to say a single word 1o the dis.
parsgement of either Colonel McGany or
Colonel Sixcran, but we must ja all fair
poss point out that these two officors have
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