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I have the honor to report that we have suéceeded in reducing ﬂZ_ :
dose of Haffkine’s protective fluid against plague, from five cubic centimetres,
which is equivalent to about 75 minims, to 23 minims. The large dose makes
the fluid unwieldy to transport, and difficult to re-sterilise, and is irritating
and painful to the patient. We have found that when reduced iu the propor-
tion of from 75 to 2} the fluid is very thick and turbid, Mixed with equal
parts of glycerine it becomes clear, and the dose of this liquid is then m. 5.

9. Numerous experiments have been made in the temporary labor-
atory of the Hyderabad Madical School—at first under Dr. Mullunnah’s
direction and since the 7th of April under that of Dr. N. Evans—with the pro-.
phylactic fluid reduced in various proportions. Tt is'only necessary to state the
results of the final test. On the 24th of April eight healthy rabbits were
inoculated with a five minim dose each of the glycerinated reduced fluid
re-sterilised. On the 30th of April they were each inoculated with 1 c. c. of &
sub-culture of plague from Bombay, and at the same time a healthy rabbit,
No. 228 in the series, was inoculated with 1 c. ¢. of the same sub-culture as a
control experiment. No. 098, the control, died on the Gth instant of plague,

the eight protected rabbits, Nos. 918 to 226, are alive and well. i

3. The advantages of the small dose aro self evident. When inocu-
lated it causes @ minimum of pain and irritation. The bnlk of the fluid
s so much reduced that it can be carried about in glass tubes of the size of
ordinary test tubes.  After Glling the glass tubes their open ends ate sealed in*
the blowpipe flame, and the fluid is:then re-sterilised. The fluid is thus not

brought into contact with corks or stoppers after re-sterilisation, and there is
d for use the end

no possibility of its becoming conteminated. When required fo
of the tube is knocked off, and the tube can be employed again afterwards as

long as it will hold liguid. i
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