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lime-wash must be regarded as a work of supe&’rgéﬁon. It might thersfore we_ll.bé
discontinued—otherwise than in instances where the local authorities ale of opinion
that it would be of special advantage to hand over a disinfected house to the tenant,
in an attractive condition.

2. It seems to me that the correct place for lime-washing of _houses is not asa
method of disinfection, but of improving the general sanitary condition of housgs_ before
the arrival of an epidemic. Lime-washing has an effect upon organic impurities on
walls that is of value in deereasing the chances of a favourable nidus for microbes, but
the act of white-washing includes a general clean/up and airing of a house which is of

eater moment. When such action is taken, n’ot_ with ;-eference to a solitary house
ere and there, but to a whole town, or large section of it, the::e can be no doubt of
its being possible to look for important sanitary results.. Whilst upon this subject,
therefore, I would advise your reminding Collectors of the power given under section
186 of the Madras Distriet Munieipalities Act. I.'rowded that no farce is enacted—
itsbeing frequent for inhabitants to attempt to satisfy an order by splattering a little.
whitewash on the outside of a house—I believe the enforcement of the order in
municipal towns suffering frgm, or threatened with, plague, would be a most judicious
measure. , v

Proceepines—No. 272, dated 1st March 1899.

The papers read above are communicated to all Collectors and tﬁq President,
Madras Municipal Commission, for information and guidance. .,
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Personal Assistant,
for Plague Commissioner,

To all Collectors (A—L).
» the President, Municipal Commission, Madras.
Copy to the Sanitary Commissioner.
i Surgeon-General.
Secretary to Government, Local and Municipal Department,
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