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No. 101 I., 24ta Janvary 1899,

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Irrigation.

Reap—the following papers : —
Memorandum No, 2 G., dated 4th March 1898.

From W. C. DEMORGAN, Esq., M.I.C.E.. Fxecutive Engineer, in charge I
%irdft’s to Gthlg Chief Engineer for lrrigi;tion, dated Waltair, 25th April 188998,
0. 185 G.D.

. With reference to your No. 2 G., dated 4th March 1898, I have the honour to
inform you that I have made enquiries regarding observance of G.0., No. 291 of 19th
March 1892, with the following result.

9. The Executive Engineer, Géddvari Eastern division, reports that the head-
works and delta sub-division officers frequently inspect boats, and that the lock super-
intendents do the same. He further states that the instructions contained in the
Government Order under reference are only carried out when an epidemic breaks out
in the district.

: 3. The Executive Engineer, Géddvari Western division, states that the records of
his otﬁpe show thaf. disinfectants have from time to time been issued to different locks
There is only one instance of a cholera case detected on a Rahdhari boat, and the boat:
was disinfected aceording to the rules laid down in the Government Ord’er.

4. The Executive Engineer, Géddvari Central division, reports that no suspected

cases of cholera or small-pox have been reported on any of the boats plying in his

division, and that sulphur and carbolic acid are kept at some of the locks;
4 cks
cholera medicines have been served to all the centres. 3 ‘also $igs

5. I doubt whether any real attention has been prid to the matter at all, and it
is very doubtful \yhether lock superintendents could be depended on to exel?cise tl:e
powers conferred in section 16 (ii) of the Canals and Ferries Act, 1890. Lock supe
intendents know little and care less about sanitation, and a 'vcr)z small douceur W(I;)uf(i
induce them to allow a boat to pass on, however serious the sickness on boar«i might be

6. If Rahdhari boats are to be inspected, it would, I submi _
the duty of inmspection in the hands ofp lnspéctors of r:uisanci?lz,tt:shzattig :;)up;? o
palities and unions. The Rahdhari boats could be inspected at stations v here tl ci-
unload cargo completely, e.g., Ellore, Palkole, Amalipur, Undi, Attile, &o The iinide
of a Rahdhari bo.ut; is so utterly filthy, that nothing short of uhloadin’o a.nd turni S; 5
over would get rid of the accumulation of refuse between the ribs il?l’d outer Sk‘-"’ 1t£
the boat. Moreover, in the absence of flush decks and drain holes, such accximulg:’. 0
is unavoin.lubklle. Ik ?()u(}')t whgtl}er any reform will be effected in e condition of thl;;;
ats ) 5y . . :
:)l(l):tt t:::flii‘ v(;rl))’urexl](:ot;.man it} and judging from the apathy of the native traveller,
7. With a view to preventing sickness, it woul s R ot
were the conveyance of hides and salt-fish f:)rbidé):ndoxl:ep:siip ::? lt)](;:t;lgh;‘ﬂlrectmn,
from some of these boats is absolutely poisonous. ¢ . o stenich
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From J. HANNAN, Esq. Superintending Engineer, 11 Circle, to the Chief
B enigincor for Irrigation, dated liezwada, 10th May 1595, No. 1414 K.

With reference to your memo. No. 2 G., dated 4th March 1898, T have the honour
to forward copy of reports received from Division officers, Kistna Kastern and Kistna

Western divisions. ; _ '

9. I am afraid that the rules are practically inoperative. The initiative rests with
the boat sarangs and they are not likely to declare any case of cholera or small-pox
which would result in the detention of their boats, even if they know the rules on the

subject, e ;
3. I think it would be well if the rules were P nted on the back of their
licenses. P !

ENCLOSURES.

From J. S. WILSON, Esq., Executive Engineer, Kistna Eastern Division, to the Superintending
' Eugineer, 11 Circle, dated 3rd May 1898, No. 89.

With reference to your No. 789 K.E., dated 18th March 1898, I have the honour to report
that special attention was ealled to the rules in the month of February last year, when there was
an epidemic of cholera in Bezwuda when copiesgvere circulated to all Sub-division officers, subordi-
nates and lock superintendents, who were ordered to reporb the oecurrence of any cases of contagious

disease.
“" In Bezwada itself the inspection of boats was delegated to the municipality who appointed

les and these were taken into

watchers. One or two boats, 1 believe, were dealt with under the ru
ly was under the Northern

the river for disinfection. (Lhis portion of the canal till recent
division). - y RS - 5 :
The only case which has come to my personal notice 1n the Eastern division was one which
occurred in a boat at Masulipatam ; in this ease, the matter was reported to the municipality and
the boat was disivfected under the supervision of a Medical officer. I happened to be at Masuli-
tam just after the boat had been cleaned, and found to my surprise that ths disinfection had
g:en carried out in the canal near the Sultanagaram undertunnel. 1 ordered the boat to be taken
below the tidal lock where it remained till the Medical officer sonsidered it safe. A certain quan-
tity of disinfectants, carbolic acid, sulphur, &c., and medicines, hav® been supplied to a number

" of places along the eanals when they will be available for use when required. A case of cholera

ocourred on the Ellore canal some time ago, when a mile cooly was attacked aw. - :\vo;ed, his
shed and personal property were disinfected with care under my orders, -

.
—

From W. C. LEWIS, Esq, Exccutive Engineer, Kistna Western Division, to the Superintending
Engineer, II Circle, dated 16th April 1898, No. 26 S.

1 have the honour to report that the lock superintendents have been supplied with disinfect-
ants, but no reports have been submitted to this office of any cases of cholera having occurred in
boats, I will make further inquiries into the subject.

5

From J. P. DAV_IDS@N,_ Esq., Executive Engineer, Chingleput division, to the
Superintending Engineer, V Circle, duted 1st April 1898, No. 2.

With reference to your endorsement, No. 135 C.N., dated 11th March 1898, on
Chief Engineer’s memo., No. 2 G. of 4th idem, enquiring to what extent the orders
of Government conveyed in G.0., No. 291 1., dated 19th March 1892, are being com-
plied with, I have the honour to report that on receipt of the Government Order, the
same was circulated to Sub-division officers, Overseers, wharf and toll superintendents
on the Buckmg}lam canal and their very careful attention drawn to the instruetions
contained therein as regards the inspection and disinfection of affected boats plying on
the Buckingham canal. They were also directed to report all cases of cholera to the
pearest Medical officer or subordinate, stop all infected boats, disinfect them and isolate
passengers.

2. The Collectors of Nellore and Chingleput were requested to render every
possible assistance to the canal staff in carrying out the above arrangements, and notices
in English and in the vernaculars were published in the Fort St. George, Chingleput
and Nellore District Gazettes to the effect that the public are warned that under section
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(Signed )
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