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PROCEEDINGS OF THE PLAGUE COMMISSIONER.

s
Reap —the following papers ;—

From Lieutenant-Colone] W. G. xIN Gy a3,

sioner for Madras to the Pla EB
1899, No. 88-8. gue Commissio

~ With referenep to your Proeeedings, No. 624, dated Tth N ovember 1898, in
vghmh. you e,(,)mmumeated to me your approval of the Collectors opinion that “ Observa-
tion circles shoul.d 10t be formed in the distriet of Cuddapah, T have the honour to
advise that the subject he re-considered. Tt seemg ; mprobable, consi dering the advance
made by plague on the M at the Cuddapah district cannot much longer
escape attack. itions, it ig improbable that anything would
be heard of the ¢ : Se till it had become firmly established in its
indigenous form, It ertainly unlike if in the remaining Ceded distriets
1t has been possible to establish & Observation eircleg without indueing popular
disturbance, that b C ropriate measures by the Revenue authorities,
it should not have

. - In the other Ceded districts there was 1o
want of misapprehension R oo ricts the .
e cven ! 3 anitar spectors
faced the position 2 ue authorities and sanitary insp

. o t be
remeribered that no oot Sympathy of the people. It mus

; X 00d caste—]g ans--have been sent for
Vork i sanitary inspectors distgets. rgely Brahmans——have been &

C.M., D.P.H., Sanitary Commis-
ner, Madras, dated 6th January

———————

7th January 1899,

pah for favour of very early remarks.
he south of Anantapur, and it appears

j C AP itise will be th
an unguarded frontjer. uddapah ; which otherwise wi

(Signed) 1, B BUCKLEY,

Plague Commissioner.
——

From H. 0. D, HARDIN G, Fsq., Actin \ : lague
Ll . g Collector of Cuddapah, to the Plagu
Commissi Madra * RS s
Gur, No. 3415, o Tshe. o Comp, Résampita, 21,4 January 1899, Ref. on

With reference to your endorsement, Ret, ' r 7th January
1899 (herewith returned )1 have the honoyr 1, rg;m(t l:;' fg\iﬁ;“?f 5 finted. 78

I have not been myself among the. threatened villaoes . lanapalle itself
since the seare in October when we had to abolish oy gﬁ?ﬂ?.ﬁgﬁtuﬁm ‘}nftl))uﬂd: hows
ever, at Christmas that the removal of the dreaded supervisors and gircle inspectors b
quieted the whole country, People had ints, were happily pursuing
their businesses and keeping pri 1

1 hem doing this 8¢
Madanapalle and now hear from the Plague officer that they fi::,d ;slert%;; pg’mised’
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keeping careful watch in all frontier villages. At the same time a case may como in
and they may say nothing about it and some SUpPervision is necessary ‘beyond what
is now given by the Plague officer himself and the ordinary revenue inspectors, [
object strongly to supervisors and circle inspectors for varous reasons. They are
ruinously expensive. They are strangers to the_ people, th.ey only excite fear and
opposition and will not be allowed to enter villages or inspect anything. I am
informed that the villagers have lost none of their objections to that and believe that
if we put a lot of strangers on to them again we shall merely revive the troubles about
inoculation and poisoned wells and so forth which are dying a natural death. If,
however, we employ revenue inspectorsfumen whom the people know well—we can get
a certain amount of observation due without causing harm. I have been doing this
as far as is consistent with these men’s ordinary duties. I would now suggest that
two revenue inspectors be detailed from ordinary duty for plague work. They may
be called special revenue inspectors—not plague ofﬁcerg——as the name plague officer is
by some, alone considered sufficient to cause death. They may be appointed one to
Madanapalle and one to Kadiri to patrol the frontier villages as circle inspectors and
they may be paid Rs. 40 only each, 7.c., the pay of a first-class revenue inspector from
Distriet Board funds. Various ignorant young men attraqted by' tl_le high pay offered
have been throwing up 15-rupees elerkships and after a brief training coming forward
as sanitary inspectors. I asked one .What he hafl really learnt of sanitary laws, and
he gravely observed that ke had studied earth, air, fire and water and knew all abou_t
them. A trained revenue inspector is worth six of these’rnw boys and some rudi-
ments of sanitation could be driven into him by a ten days’ course under th.e District
Medical Officer. I would thevefore suggest the appointment of two revenue inspectors.
on Rs. 40 each as circle inspectors for Madanapalle ar_xd Kadiri and not.hmg el'se.
Mr. Hawkes, Plague Officer, constantly patrols the frontier and has made f1:1ends with
all the people, so far indeed that some v1ll§gers are now asking to be moculated,.i
These revenue inspectors will work under ,h,lm. 1f plague becomes much worse on
the Vellore side, I would put one on at Px}eru or Vayalpad also. Itisa significant
comment on this system of circle observation that my one case of plague . oceurred
outside the threatened area, i.c., Vayalpad taluk, ‘where no scheme was. enrezi1 consildqred
necessary at all. No scheme can prevent occasional ‘straggler.s ggttl{xg throug ina
jungly country, and in my opinion we get far better protection t{)y inyiting and using
the friendly help of the villagers themselves than we,shg,ll get by imposing again a
scheme of expensive, distasteful, and not very useful sanitary inspection. . ‘

Lerrer——No. 25+, dated 27th January 1899,

From

L. E. BUCKLEY,; Fsq., 1.C.S,,
| Plague C'ommz'ssabngr,

Tae COLLECTOR or CUDDAPAH (A—L).

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Ref. on C. N 0.347-P. of 1898,
dealing with the question of protecting your district froAm' plstgue e

2. Under the circumstances reported by you, I agreo with you that local officers
already known to this people should be employed rather than v»san‘ltaryil‘nspecto;g,
I consider, however, that two men cannot do much good in 8o large an ared, and sho_uld
like to see seven men employed, one for cach cirele shown in the map forwarded b
you with your letter of 28th September.  You may call them what you will, but I
consider that they should draw the same pay und allowancesas officers hold‘lngrco‘rre‘.
spouding positions in other districts, | agree with you that 10 Supervisors are required
for the present, il = : : : :
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3. Plague is now in Kolar distriet and in Hindupur. In your letter of 28th
September Iyou say that farther measures may be required if Kolar district becomes
infected ; I have the honour to request that you will report if you now consider
any further measures necessary. 1t is also possible that an inspection station may be
required on the Hindupur road ; this question and the question of re-opening the road
inspection stations recently closed deserve consideration.

4. I note you say you have not been among the threatened villages since October ;
from the reports received in this office, this would seem to be a mistake for November.
I have the honour to suggest that your presence on the frontier will be likely to allay
any excitement which the introduction of the present scheme may arouse.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

éb & G,
9 .,z'vf‘ft/l@ ‘Lﬁ

Forr 8r. Grorasn, Personal Am%f '
27th January 1899, tor Plague Commissioner,

Copy to the Secretary to Government, Local and Municipal Department,
b »» Sanitary Commissioner.
. ,»  Surgeon-General,
o »  Collector of Nellore (A).
R i ¥ of Anantapur (A).
» ¥ of North Arcot (A).

Fxd. P, Beotharam,
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