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245 26th January 1899,

When plague convalescents cease to be a source of infectiqn.

¥

Communicating to the Agent, South Indian Railway, and all Collectors the opinion of tha
Sanitary Commissioner as to —,




:

PROCEEDINGS OF THE PLAGUE COMMISSI()NER

Reap—the following papers : —

From the Agent, South Indian Railway, to the PJ omimice :
dated T, ichinopoly, Tth Decomber 1598, B, Na.a1g§1§3§f§' 505k, xMadras

I have the honour to forward a cop of letter No. 561. :
Superintending Physician and ¢ 4 Wit kii d?y i?;;)ﬁl:h;feco-?}?a{ly,s
opinion as to the period which should elapse after recovery from plg W;) Ry

atient can be considered free of infection. er’s remark E 8gue before g
Jesirable that some restrictions be
mixing with the general public,

Ref, on C. No. 2047.

Forwarded to the Sanitary Commissioner for opinion. The remarks of ¢ ;
Thomson, quoted on page 21, Volume I, Nathan, are to the effect that (?oz(l)val(;:gggltlsl
are not a source of infection when once their temperature has become norma].

(Bigned) L. E. BUCKLEY,
12th December 1898. Plague Commissioner.

sioner
January

From Lieuti%Colonel W. G. KING, M.B., C.M., D.P.H., L.M.S,, Sanitary Commis-

Madras, to the Plague Commissioner, Madras, dated Bellary, 12th
899, No. 125-8.

‘[ Reference—Your reference on C. No. 2047, dated 12th December 1898.]

- I have the honour to state that I consider putting trust in the statement referred
to in actual practice would be premature. It is necessary, at all times; to veceive the
statements of bacteriologists with caution. The seience is youn
orking are still far from perfect.

f great value, bt {&, ative evidence need by no means b
Cégfhl _Thomson,"I M.8., may be absolutely correct, but they demand extension
. fore*;;;?hej? can be trusted by the sanitarian, For example, it would be necessary to

| select cases which*have been so ill as to show by bacteriological examination that the

bacilli have passed into the blood (usually a fatal result ensues) and have appeared

as shown by Dr. Srinivasa Rao, the Mysore bacteriologist, in the urine and foeces’
and then prove their disappearance synchronously with the return to normal tem.
v Further, it being granted, as apparently it is by recognition of the

“jcatarrhal dysenteric or choleraic” form, that infection can oceur by ingestion. it
would be necessary to ascertain whether did auto-infection occur, the bacilli wm’ﬂd

b

pass through the intestines of a convalescent causing a recurring attack or ooylq pass

: ~ through without producin :
* Klein showed that after subcutameous injec- g4n infective or ng £ an attack ip

; _that i : n-infective condition, *
g& ﬁf’; : bacilli lived and thrived in ‘the T4 took ‘many years t, ascertain that ap
dase . _apparently healthy person who hag resided
in an infected locality may convey choleraic bacillj in hig inteetines, and that the

intestinal discharges of convalescents contained them up to ten days,and that the urine

»

oring i sam'm‘ | :fl? vyt uch rndﬂi‘”   1'11 vi
g ?: ﬁ&?@eﬂlﬁatureand;ina well :zondu_cted hospital, would be probably as
o f1 - otients‘ passing through the acute sm§es as of convalescents, The absoluteness
trp%o 1?1%}1 the disappearance of plague bacilli is stated to occur with a fall of tem-
mﬁmﬁe must, I think, especially be received with caution, in the absence of very
g:tended clinical and bacteriological examination.

2. You will find the subject now discussed referred to at page 47 of the minutes
of proceedings of the Sanitary Commissioner for the first quarter of 1898. It being
held by Kitasato (the original discoverer of the bacillus) that the microbe could be
found in the patient six weeks after the attack, caused me to ask for the opinion
of M. Haffkine on the subject. I at the same time ascertained the Bombay practice. '
The opinion held by Major Dymock, IL.M.S.—a good a“tho}'lty,‘* as thaf, before -
discharge from hospital, whifét one month from date of subs:ldem} f symptoms or
one week after complete healing of a bubo was actually enforced, six weeks would be
preferable. M. Haffkine gave it as his opinion that one month would probably suffice
in practice, : gyt i

3. 1 hold that until further observations confirm the statements of Captain
Thomson, it would be unwise to do otherwise than conform with the practice I have
indicated. _ 3

4. Finding that Medical officers were inclined to discharge patients prematurely,
on 21st November last, I asked the Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras
to issue a standing order to all Medieal officers requiring them to grant certificates
when discharging patients showing that they had detained them ome month from
subsidence of symptoms, and one week after healing of any bubo, To this was
added a certificate stating that all clothing and property of the dischar ged person had
been disinfected under the personal superintendence of the Medi l officer signing
this special portion of the document, e

From the Agent, South Indian Railway, dated Trichinopoly, 23rd January 1899,
No. 1563/43—215. S

s

Procerpings—No. 245, dated 26th January 1899,

The Sanitary Commissioner’s letter is communicated to the Agent, South Indian
Railway, and all Collectors for information. - : : ISR

To the Agent, South Indian Railway, -
other Railway Administrations.
all Collectors (A-—1),
the Sanitary Commissioner. e
t}l:e Surgaon-Gﬁxeml. ]
the President, Municipal Commission, Madras,
the Deputy Adjutant-General, Madras Command. / :
General Officers Commanding Distriots, -
the Becretary to Government, Looal and Municipal Department.

Exd. A. F. Eocleston.
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