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THE GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL,
FORT SAINT GEORGE,
MADRAS.

, The humble memorial of (1) Shaik Hassan Sahib, (2) Syed
\ Uswff Sahib and (3) Maghdum Rowther, Managers appoint-
ed by the people and Trustees of the Jamia Musjid,
- Tinnevelly, on behalf of the Muhammadan inhabitants
of the Tinnevelly Town, the Metropolis of the

Tinnevelly District.

Mar It Prease Your ExceLLENCY,

That the memorialists and their forefathers have, from time immemorial,
that is, for upwards of 700 years, been intering the remains of their dead bodies
in the premises of the Jamia Musjid, in Tinnevelly town, which the Government, under
the influence of the Municipality, at present wants to remove to a distant locality which
is likely to work great hardship on the poor memorialists.

2. The question about the removal of the cemetry to a different site on account
of its proximity to the Arungunkulam channel was started 8 years ago in the time of
Tremenhere Esquire, the then Colletor, who being fully convinced of the privations and
anxieties to which the memorialists will be subjected by the transfer, passed an order
to the effect that the memorialists might bury the corpses at a distance of 20 feet
from the bed of the said channel which flows close by the mosque in question, to
which the memorialists gave a ready consent, the proposal not at all interfering with
the principles ot the Moslim faith in respect of burials.

3. Though the question at hand was so amicably brought to & close at that
time, now, to the great surprise of the memorialists, they are given to undertand that
the present Collector, Higgens Esquire, has asked the Municipality to get the consent

’of the memorialists to remove the cemetry to a distance of more than 2 miles where
/[ no mosque is located and thus forced the poor Muhammadans to give their consentto a

proposal wich is quite opposed to the principles of their faith, setting aside the golden
arrangement made by Mr. Tremenhere. Further the new site selected for the burial
ground is entirely unfit for Muslim burials as it is full of rocks hidden underneath the
grourd within a depth of 2 feet from the surface, as examined by the Assistant Surgeon;

\ tor, it is submitted that a grave to a depth of 5 feet should be dug out for the Muham -

; madan burials in accordance with the Islamic requirements.

4. Your Excellency is well aware that there are no cemetries belonging to the
J ' Mahamadans in the whole of India without a mosque; for, it is a strict belief of the
'Muslims that a cemetry without a mosque is a body without a soul. The reasons why

the cemetry should lie hard by the mosque are as follows:— : i
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(a) The intefed relics are firmly believed to enjoy felicity in paradise when

those that worship in the mosque do come out and perform ceremonies such as Fathia

and Darooth five times every day.

(b) There is another belief amongst the Muslims that the souls of the de-
ceased likewise enjoy happiness when the calls or the preludes to prayer are uttered
within hearing distance of the cemetry.

(c) If the cemetry were separated from the mosque and located at a distance
where no facility about water and certain other things exist§, there would be a great
hardship and inconvenience on the part of the poor memorialists before performing the

preliminary ablutions and prayers for the dead.

(d) Above all, to carry the dead bodies to a cemetry at a distance of 2 miles
and more from the Islamic quarters is an inconceivable difficulty and at once expensive,

especially to the poor and Fakirs.

5. Further we beg to approach your Excellency to urge as a secondary de-
fence to the point at issue that the river Tampurapurani, which is the longest river in
this District, is being rendered impure and filthy on either sides of it with the burnt
of Hindu dead boies at a regular interval of a mile orsofrom Papanasam

remains
Similarly the other two or more rivers that flow in the District are

to Pinnakayal.

likewise rendered impure against all sanitary principles. In addition to the abovemen- |

tioned facts the stagnant waters of the tanks of the District such as Kadamba &c are
also rendered unclean, in the same way.

6. Entering deeply into the subject, we beg to represent to your Excellency,
that the streamlet which flows close to the mosque in question is 20 yards in breadth
and about 4 miles in length, whereas the aforesaid river is § mile and 70 miles in
breadth and length respectively. Further the portion of the canal which is supposed
to be rendered impure by the Muhamadan cemetry covers only a space of 50 yards;
while the remaining portion of the same canal is the repositary of all the flowings of
the drainage and cess-pools of the town and it is therefore too much to believe that
the channel is in any way rendered more unfit by the proximity of the cemetry.

7. Last year, the memorialists sent in a petition to the District Magistrate
bearing upon the subject in hand, to which he replied that the Government will try
their best to make all gh€possible convenience. But now the memorialists, to their great
astonishment, come across the order in the pages of the District Gazette supplement
which authorizes the Head Quarters Deputy Collector to buy a certain locality for the
cemetry at a distance of 2 miles and more, in spite of repeated protests.

Under these circumstances, the poor memorialists, profoundly pray that your

\' Excellency may be graciouly pleased, either to confirm the orders of the District

|| trines of Muslim faith.

Collector Tremenheke Esquire or to provide a place at a short distance as proposed by
| the Government recently and thus save them from a great deviation from the rigid doc-

Shaik Hassan Sahib, (&7~ e

Syed Usuff Sahib. -~ PRSP

Maghdum Rowther. - M
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8. The site obJected Lo by uthe petvitioners has sirnce been
v 5 ' ;
> given uy and anovher site nearer to the town has been select-

ead aund arrangemenus are being made for acquiring iwg,

5 9/
15uh, January 1899, ; ? ? j

l"or Ag..Collector,
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