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Minutes of the Proceedings of an adjourned General Meeting of
the Municipal Commissioners for the City of Madras, held at
their Office Premises, No. 22, Errah Bauloo Chetty Street,
Black Town, on Friday, the 1st September 1899, at 5-18
p m., under the provisions of the City of Madras Municipal
Acts I and VII of 1884, 11 of 1892 and Il of 1899,

PresenT ;

R. E. Ellis, Esq., M. INST. C.E., Acling President.
M. R. Ry. P. M. Appasawmy Pillai Avargal.
M. R. Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal.
M. R. Ry. Salla Gurusawmy Chetty Garu.
M. R. Ry. M. Venkataramiah Chetty Garu.
M. R. Ry. P: M. Sivangn?udaliar Avargal. =412
Mahomed Sheriff Khan Bdhadur. )
J. DeCaster, Esq.
M. R. Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu.
e M. R. Ry. W. S. Venkataramanjulu Naidu Garu,
M. R. Ry. V, Masilamani Pillai Avargal.
M. R. Ry. M. K. Lakshmana Charriar Avargal,
Eardley Norton, Esq. ]
M. R. Ry. C. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu. -
y M. R. Ry. V. C. Desika Charriar Avargal. -
M. R: Ry. M. Punithavelu Mudaliar Avargal,

-

Water-Supply.

THE AcTING PRESIDENT SATD :—-The first business before the meeting is the resolution of Mr. Laksh-
manacharriar to raise a loan of five lakhs of rupees for the improvement of the water-supply of
the town. I will tell you to begin with, just how the matter stands. It dates asfar back as Decem-
ber 1895, when the Government approved of a scheme for improving the water-supply amounting to
6] lakbs. Subsequeunt to that there was a Committee formed of Commissioners who recommended
the drainage works in preference to the water-supply scheme. This Report was dated 6th Novem-
ber 1896, adopted by the Commissioners on the 18th November 1896 and submitted to Government
on the 19th November 1896, when it was promised that the proposals for water-supply would follow.
A Report was prepared by the Evgineer in January 1897, and came before the Commissioners in
March 1897, when it was deferred as the Commissioners wanted an estimate for pipes in every street
where none existed. The Acting Engineer submitted a proposal in May 1897, to cost 16lakhs. On
the 28th of June 1897, it was resolved that the estimate amounting to 16 lakhs was submitted to
Government for favourable consideration. The Government delayed passing orders pending the
submission of plans and an expression of the views of the Commissioners on the proposals of finan-
ciog the scheme. The plans have been under preparation, and the Government was addressed on
the 7th October 1898 that the matter was not being pressed as there seemed little chance of carry-
ing out the work until the drainage works were completed.

Mg. Venkarramial CHETTY :—I distinetly remember that our President was of opinion that

the extension of water-supply would not only interferewith drainage works but would be practically
unwholesome to the health of the City.

Tue Acring PresipENT :—That is also touched upon in the Administration Report. It is
pointed out that 8 millions gallons of water are brought into the Town daily while only 4 millions
gallons are removed and a large quantity of water remains in the Town.
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Mg, VeNRATRAMIAR CHETTY :—T
—That was the d
proposed to take up the water works scheme, anger the President had in view wh -

en we

Mg, M. K. Lageayaxa C
. g HARIAR :—8i g

Rupees is now in hand, there will b T smce the Drainage scheme i
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uted by day at

Sads ;153)'%81?9. t‘11;00&.‘000 for further extension of the wate ivisions,

in the Town where important d r-supply within
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supply. With these words, I beg to movewill::g: l:;ve been erected, but w}::rT:;vn. There are
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missioners to borrow fi v
M i ve lakbs of rupees for the improvement o:nt be asked to pormit the Com-
r. J. D’Caster seconded the proposition our water-supply,”
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:—1 skonld lik
ent to carry out the improvements in water su;p: TN sum of Rs. 500,000
2 y. . 9, is suffici-
Me. SivANGNANA MupaLis : ’ 5
R :—It was 16 lakh
s that ot
Tue AcTing PRESIDENT :—16 lakhs was th R
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Engineer to provide for pipes i
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wmatter under consideration and at onzuii a3 g c.ourse ethesmmate(.i ettt
scheme; but after due consideration th gendopty LR o it Vsl
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' 1ving a better

It was still thought that the
; water in som
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what the amount will come to. Tt is under contemplation fo preserve the tank from contaminati
and the matter is still not decided and is in correspondence with the Collector of Chin l: n:;m ('; "
Engineer has also been called upon to submit an estimate for putting a fence alon fhep cﬂ “1"
We cannot say what that may come to. Any how that is a thing which must be done gbeeau a’mfe ‘
asthe water which is now supplied to the Town is concerned it mast be preserved ﬁ-on’n eontml:fr 3ot' x
and a measure, such as this is absolutely necessary. With regard to the raising of the weirm: :Zu
tank, my friend has put it down at Rs. 25,000. Ido not know on what data he has bas (;, th _°
juformation. You will remember that sometime ago we advocated that the bnn(i of t: t’nlz
should be restored to its former level so that a larger quantity of water may be stored in t,h’ef o
But the Government then thought that it would be dangerous to raise the bund of l;hee t:.:t

Engineers always change their opinion and the present Chief Engineer for Irrigation thought that
a

steps onght to be taken for storing a larger sheet of water in the Red Hills Tank and accordingl
mg y

a suggestion was made by the Chief Engineer for Irrigation that shutters should be put over th
weir of the tauks so that during the flood, water may be let out and just about the close fl:f the(;;‘oode
the shutters may he put in and thusa larger sheet of water may be preserved, This year ths
Pablic Works Department have actually been raising mound and necessarily there lfas be: :
a larger storage of water. The President has written to the Chief Engineer to give us ::
approximate estimate of the cost of putting the shutters over the weir, and I do not believe he has
received any reply. Probably the Government will goin for a large share of that expendi-
ture. Then my friend has put down one lakh of rupees for each of the two cisterns. One l;n the

and the other in the South. Until we completely finish the water-supply scheme, the
’

extreme North
use and it would be a waste of money because when
’

proposed expenditure may not be of much
diture of some lakhs of rupees, Wwe give ample water to the Town, these reservoirs

by a large expen
I think therefore it is rather in opportunity to go in for these 5 lakhs at the

would be of no use.
present moment, considering specially that we have got to facea very large amount in connection with

the drainage scheme. [ amn therefore not in favor of the proposition.

Mg. V. C. DESIKA CaAriAr :——Centle

r completing our drainag
11 all agree that the sufferings which bave been going on for a length of time

It is only when you are able to spend 16 lakhs the whole estimate
will be completed and everybody will have water. But when will that be. You say
the drainage scheme before you go in for the smallest extension
after time when we apply for extension of water-supply the execu.
tive naturally say that they have no fands. In the last budget, nothing was allotted for water;
Certainly many of you are aware that in some places at any rate there isa
ter-supply and time after time the Engineer’s Department prepared estimates
fands they were obliged to say that the work conld not be underfaken. So
concerned I submit that it is a matter of very urgent necessity. I
requested Mr. Loaue to come and inspect the water from a particular tap in Mylapore. The water
looked reddish like a solution of iron or some other substance. This remark equally applies to other
divisions. Some portions of pipes have already been cleaned and the cleaning of other pipes is abso-

ng to allow small extensions or not. If you do nndertak;,

Jutely necessary whether you are goi
this work this wounld not in any way delay the drainage scheme. You are going to borrow 12 lakhs
for the drainage scheme and two additional lakhs wounld not appreciably retard the progress of the

drainage scheme. I move as an amendment, that after the words ‘ permit the Commissioners'
add ¢ to raise a loav of Rs. 2,00,000 for cleaning the existing pipes and for further extensions for
which estimates have already been prepared but which for want of fands have not been carried out.” "

men, I do not for a moment doubt that we have to raise a

very large amount fo o scheme, but if we are to wait till then for our

water-supply, you wi
will continue nntil that.

that you must finance
of water-supply. Time

supply extension.
dire necessity for wa
but on account of want of
far as the cleaning of pipes is

Mr. Muzbernddin Sahib seconded the amendment.

Mr, Pracasa MUDALIAR .—How do you finance your scheme,.

Mg, Desiks CHARRIAR ,—By a loan.

Mg. PraGAsA MUDALIAR .—How do you propose to meet the sinking fund and interest on the

Joan. I do not fora moment deny that our pipes do require cleaning but you don’t tell us how you

propose to meet the expenditure and how you propose to repay the loan.
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t up to Government and the President stated that it was very necessary to entertain two
sanction should be granted, so that closer supervision might be exercised in
several divisions. On these representations the Government t.mnctioned their entel‘tai-n[flent in July
1895. You will have simply to covsider whether by the appointment of these two additional Super-
y increased expedition or efficiency in the work tarned out by them. We
ing how things were being managed. The Acting President will admit
e in as middlemen between the Engineer and the Overseer. Thereis a

great deal of division of responsibility. We cannot assign or fix the responsibility on either .the
Supervisor or the Overseer. As a matter of fact in 75 per cent. of the oase what tl.le Supervisor
reports is the information that he obtains from the Overseex:. Let us consider what ‘13 the proce-
dure adopted in the office. Suppose the President recexv.es a letter, he sends it on to the
Fpeineer who sends it through the office to the Supervnsor; . ?Vha.t does he do? He does
notama.ke any enquiries but sends it on to the Overseer of the Division, The. Overeee‘r makes. the
report and the Supervisor in the majority of cases says, “ forwar:ded .to th? Elfg}n.eer for mformt.l.t?o.n."
1n tue first place you will see there is a great deal of waste of tu.ne in this division of respensibility.
Instead of these people acting as middlemen between t'he E:{gmeer and the Overseers, the best
course would be that there should be an efficient office assmtant.m the office ?who ought t.o be solely an
offico assistant. These Saupervisors are not merely on?-door officials, but also 1.n-door officials who carry
on a lot of correspondence connected with the lngineer Department. This leads to a great deal of
buse. The best course will be that these people should have nothing whatever to do with the office or
:vith ;he carrying on of the correspondence. We havanlm.a.dy seen that the department requires an
efficient staff, and that things are not as they onght .bo be iy 'oﬂice.. It wou.ld be better that we
into the details and see what remedy can be applied and it is with the object of bettering the

= 1:' f the department, I bring this proposition forward. There is one other thing which
:;::cll:i:. Since the two additional Suapervisors were appointed, one was put entirely in charge of
the roads, that is, one man was to look after the roads from the furt.h'er end of the South to the
further end of the North. This of course is bot_: large an area. \ It is absolntel)T impossible for
any one man to carry on this extensive inspection at l.east efficiently. Tl.le Presu.ienb, when this
stion was made by the Engineer, stated at the time, that the experiment might be given a
su‘gge rs have now elapsed and we have all seen what the condition of the roads has been
trial; (90 Y od. T think @ radical change onght o be made in the staff—whether that menns
dnrmgdt-ltt‘sou‘or iu(,:rease, it does not signify much. I think it will be well to go into the working‘of
oad “‘; : ot and see what actually these people have to do—whether the work is too much for any
oy whether they bave mot got enongh to do. These are matters into which the
le to go. I hope that in this view this resolution will meet with your approval.

again sen
additional Supervisors,

visors there has been an
Lave receatly been consider
that these Sapervisors com

single man to do or

Committee will be ab
cua Gurusawyy Cuerry :— I beg to second the resolution and in doing so I may say

Mg, Sa : . - A
: Pragasa Madaliar do require cousideration. There is no doubt that there

t the observatious of M. 0 req |
tha rm to be effected. This resolution is a harmless one altogether. Asthe Committee's

missiouers to act upon the

is room for refo ) P
::port will be placed before the Commissioners, it will be left to the Com

recommendation of the Committee or not.‘

Tue Acrive Presioest :—I think what Mr. Pragasa Madaliar has stated is very sound. There
o doubt the enqniry to be made will do no harm but may do a considerable amount of good, 1f
ing but good can come out of it.

proposed that the mover of the resolution be added to the Com-

is 1
the question is gone into noth
Mr. Sivangnana Mudaliar,

mittee.

Mr. Muzheruddin Sahib seconded the amendment,

Mg Saria Gurusawmy CHETTY .—If Mr. Pragasa Mudaliar has no objection, there need be
uo amendment.

Mr. PrAGASA Mupaniag »—I have no objection, _

Mg, J. D'Caster :—I am nob going to speak in opposition to the resolution, All that the

lakions :;sk for can be got from the Presideut. He must have been watching the working of the

resolution to be able to give the information that we want. If after getting the report

t t and ought ; :
S . do not look all right, it will be time for to call for a Committee to go

from the President, things
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MiNvres of the P
ROOEEDINGS of s
the C17y of Mapgas, h an adjourned Gexgrar, M
on Friday the 1st S,Seetc; r:z ::,e;r fice Premises, No, ;;Tmf I;h:l Muxrorear, Coxmrssionzgs for
Municipal Acts I anq 899, at 5-15 r.x., under the wom. loo Chetty Street, Black T
of 1884, IT of 1892 and I of 1899, ©° 41008 of the City of Madray

Q
i PrEsENT ;
R. i y
’; MRy M. Appr. OB, Acting Prosident |
'3 M.R.Ry. Salla ¢ agasa Mudaliar Avargal ; "
f M.R.Ry. M. ;3 urusawmy Chetty Garn. X
| MR R}-P ‘Jlegl;ratammjab Cb;:f.y Garn. i d
i Mahomed s}zpﬁﬁ'gﬂf"m; ar Avargal. k
| et ::tzingzizz Sahil Bahadur. g
f ' M.R.Ry. V. Varada pa Naidn Garn. =
| M.R.Ry. W. S. Venkataramanjulu Naidu Gara. - :
| M.R.Ry. V, Masilamani Pillai Avargal. ) ‘
| M.R.Ry. M. K. Lakshmana Charriar Avargal. A
I‘ FEardley Norton, Esq.
| M.R.Ry. C. Tirumalayya Naidu Garn.
M.R.Ry. V. C. Desika Chariar Avargal.
| M.R.Ry. M. Punithavelu Mudaliar Avargal.
No. 1. s
Pharri al dings of the Standing Committes dated 21st July
{ MREy M F. Lakah?a:im of whm{;:hAhvemﬁd Proc:a”:;yﬂ £ui 18th August, Resolutions Nos. 3 (i-vi)
"moved the following resolution of 17th Marchland 2 of 26th May 1899.
given notice— 26 it the Commissioners | e proceedings dated 21st "J nly,. 4th_and 18th
chat Government 1o o0, o B improvement of our August. 1899 were recorded, excepting item 10 of
i t,,,“’.},’:::”.}:{;ply.'' 91st July re diversion of St. Thomé h Road,
f | Mr. J. DeCaster seconded. be deferred and papers circulated.
o | e ‘this, Sk mendment, MRBy. N %Dmddin Ttens 3 (i-vi) of 17th March and 2 of 26th MBY
| Chasriar Avargal proposed and Mir Muzherad®n | 499 were recorded.
J Sahib Bahadur seconded— < P No. 4.
} . . ‘ it the Commissioners @ -
, ?1' , ‘ « That :h{eoinfh% g‘"ffi’z,o%?% for cleaning the existing Statement of Receipts and Disbursements from
o g further extension for which estimates have April to July 1899.
bt o anbte;m' pared but for want of funds have not been ?
'; 31’“‘13 ou,‘..km Recorded. o
¥y i Garn pro- it
5 RRy. M. Venkataramiah Chetty
,,o,ed“ and Mr. Eardley Norton sccondsd— Pragress Report of works for June and July 1899
- i
i ] | ««'That this subject be adjourned till the next General | Recorded.
,.f } ,. I”ﬁns'" NO. 6.
) ¥ j M.RRy. M. K. Lakshmana Charriar Avarg
i / e i moved thye following resolution of which he had
o "2 MR.Ry. B. N Pr 8 M";dﬂ‘;;‘irh%“rfﬁ given notice— .
$ moved the following reso ution of which he Tt the Manicipal Iosmps be 1t il 8 o.x. insteed of 12
: given notice— i e in the night as at present ; that provision be mdsow b:rorhhg!&
.. i ot sing of Moo, ¥, Yo | ey i om0 1600
i = N ekataramanjalu Naidu, P. M. Sivangoana Mudaliar e : . ded
f 1 - “th the President be appointed to enquire into and report | 3y g Ry C. Tirumalayya Naidu Garn seconded.
I i ‘"1 hether there has been any material improvement in Proposed by M.R.Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar
‘ fully e of the P. W. Department by the appointment e ded by M.R.Ry. Salla Gure-
| o the working o esporvisors &nco 1695-06 ; whother their | Avargal and_eaoon?o® BF T
' ; -, Setention and continuance is in any vay | bzntggrmal:fo the | gawmy Chetty Garn— ¥k
4 ‘ Lk Ly su easures . ; circulated,
I | @ My, b e 8 RS oo | Tt ho bt o vl ot PR Sl
: o S W. Department in relation o roads, lighting, &o. :;‘:m 'ﬁ“pﬁ mby M.E.Ry. M. K. Lakshmana Charriar
| "' ' MRRy. Salla Gurusawmy Chetty Gara | Avargal.”
' | seconded. : Mada- Carried.
! Proposed by M.R.Ry. P. M. Sivangnana Mu R E ELLIS
J ; jar Avargal— President, Munici Commisston.
J' hfmt IEB.B)'- R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal's name 4. ¥
' J te added ” T
. der. Office, Madras,
This was accepted by proposer and secon Mumé‘;g:mw Py

'! » ﬁL /
} ] Carried.
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_gg;}m- MUNICIPALITY OF MADRAS,
A —2 .
Gt No. & 4 Geuernl Department, \y
& A T NN
Waddyas, 7 ODIMM ,8_(7. r‘;
From 1 "_
vt A €
Tue Hox'pe Ligvr.-Con. SIR GEORGE MOORE, Kr., ¢: 1. E,, m?
President, Municipal Comvii 188107
To
The Secretary to overnment,
Local and Municipal Department,
For_St. Georse.
Sik, IS v ;
U\/ﬂ EE THILIIRIDAL P'[
Uulil & [4UIMUINRL LLTL.
Enclosure:s (,, s acabadiVN A 11?.‘---‘- : i .
-
I have the honour to submit herewith for -
the information of Government full proceedings as also
a copy of abstract proceedings of an ad journed General
Meeting of the Commissioners held on 1st September
1899.
I have the honour to be,
8ir,
Your most obedient servant, 1
ém Lt.-Cols io o
-~ L = -
President, Munl.Commn.
(P
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