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1 am dirscted Lo aeknowl adge the raceipt of your

lLatter No. D71, dated the 27th April last and anclosures, -
that the variation frem the normal ‘0f the Maares (SN

explaining

City mortality stat eaent POl ¢ od out in my letter ot the
4th March last Was prooably due to fever deaths being Yes=

turnad under the hsad of i el ol e cgusss® in the rear
last they should bz Lrasted as possible cases of plague.

2 This explanation apps

India to indicats that the system of dsath rsgistration : -l

the city of Maaras is dafsetive, and thal it would not

2o

enable tha sxislencs of an epidsmic tO be discovarad in

aarly stages Whsn li:asures of pravention might be
in euntrolling it. In a Maritime City this is a matter of 3

3 . . e 24
great imyon&ance‘kna I am To inquire Wheyher‘lnbthe oL LNLQRL S
of tha Governmsnt of Madras the prassib inei@asnt indicalsgs
2 nead for some jrprovaement in the systan of death regis-

tration now in force in the Cit¥.

S I am at the same time Lo state tor the inflorm- s Ukl

ation of the Gov:rnor in Council that'ths Caleutta Mant- :\.

eipal Bill which is mow under considsration contains two S

jeet of mortality registration

important clauses on the sub

whieh have no count arpert  in the dadras 0ity Municival 'Acta
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Department.

Date.

Office of Sanitary Commissioner,

Madras, 20th September 1899.

Lisut-Colt W.G.King,C.I.B.,M.B.,C.M.,D.P. H., . ). S.

banﬂtaly ﬁommigﬁl?ner for Madras,
y i |

T0 Crsradinds Wy bl R g d
The Secxetary %o GEGEIEEEEE, - ,
Local and Municipal Department.
gir,

With reference to Endorssment NO. 718 dated 6th
July 1899, 4 have the honowr %o state that, it is probable
tpe number of deapha is reported with fair agcuracglin the
City of Madra§~owipg to the fact that all burning and burdal
glfumds are licgnsed and pquasg‘gggrdsﬂ.ﬂhgre,Qersons have

eport$,these guards provide

neglected to lpkex?gforpﬁﬁégn,yppn which the Municipality
can proceed to prosecute, As far as I understand such: prose~,
cutions for‘faélpredar? ?grg,qu more. reliance is placed
upon deaths belng diﬁgqvefad.by‘ghﬁ.uuniciyglithbﬂ such . |
e B 11 8 M the proyisign $hat persons vess

ponsible shall thaﬁSelves malge reports-a. fm,t, Jpeinted out in.

i '\"' L &5a0

my Inspection Notes on ;ﬁ‘?f’&-ﬁi%;ﬂhﬁ&mﬁvﬁm’? 1894,

i gt ]

2. It sesms to mg ‘that there 1s no good ground why proposal

(b) contalned ln SOVSAIRERT LD AUEEIR AT HSE-PUIN Rushould

not be brought into force. Under Sectdon 399 of ithe City af

Madras Munioipal Act,1t 1s demanded that a desth shail be |

SRR

raported
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reported within twenty~four hours, Theys % he —
80n con-

nected with caste or religlon why,before Proceeding 4
O the

purial or burning ground,this registration of death i
oulq

not be accomplished by ong or othear of the

e i L ity

Pe;'BOHS- ment1 Oned

in that Section. A certificate from the Registrap NS
2]
F; death had been duly rexistersd,would form the necessary ay

thority for the disposal of the corpse. The certificate

L would be given solely by the authorized Registrar.

= 8. Such a ruling ought to commend itself to the Pub~-
"\
” 13‘; as’ @ necessary protection against murder,sven if it dig

l
n;t\é&g protection against infectious diseases. Tt would
;1d tr}nm arical strictness of registration,but it certainly
would not aid’ 'bhg correctness of nomenclature of diseases
causing death-it being obvious that the Registrar would stéll

have to depend upon informatioch Supplied by th"é'public that

made false declaration so freely during’ the i‘;lcident mentioned.

The more firequent use of Sect,ibn'402,which deals with !‘er%—.

glving of false information as“to the cause of death to a
Reg,istrar’ ouzht to 'be''possibla,and would form a usaeful check,
" 44 To sacurse cozrect-nomenciatul;é,tﬁe px‘épOSal (a) in
the parasraph Jusﬁ’ quoted must be consideréd. It huat ét ‘once
| 5 o ; |
pbe evident that the term “medical attenda‘t" as applied to the
town ‘of Madras would cov(;r vydﬁefls, b’al'bers, hakeems,andqua- §
lified medidal mensranzing from Hospital Assistants to those

holding ‘British registrable qualifications and d;greéé;

Certainly

Q

it

certainly no approach to accuracy could be secured by re-~
quiring the average @gydeensto give certificates. Statements

+o the effect thab the patientsdiediof "too much heat™, "woo
much bile', or wtoo mueh wind™ in the body would not matéri-
ally add the classificationiof diseases. Hence, this demand
can, be applicable only. e, the class that could yiseld infor-
mation of uﬂility. This would necessitate the introduction

of an Act for the/Begistration. of qualified medical practi- "
tioners. Such an éct would 1nvglvewbhe|!ormationﬁor a Medi=

cal Gouneil to adviselas to registration and removal from

the Registers The-natural sequel of this Act would bs t‘:l}aﬁ b
none but qualified registeredwpraetittonérﬂfﬁould;lé?;116wed‘

to give cewvtificates of death,that wguna'nﬁve the dame vali=’

i¥ 1

dity as the authorized Registrar in parnitting ‘disposal of

"‘T‘ - y A

the cOIPASEe - i,osu Yne 1 d asu. L)
{ i
B. Bub it must be vemenbered ‘the Bulk of the popula~

N

tion are at.this period atbended by . vydeens ‘and uakids‘ 'rh‘.tx

consideration some years back mads we sliggest to' Gwﬂw’t‘

F 5 ‘ -h e :‘ a
that, whidst, unmm be impossible xeo W an ‘Untvérsal’ |

o
rule, gﬁgcmmp mmmm Mﬁ#mcﬁlﬁ ﬁ‘éi‘h
‘f
T cal ,g,w,w Mﬂ‘g“mwm’ mmw &sqﬂﬁfim‘“
nadlcglalcg.lmlmmﬂm be m“a‘, &mufih eHCR To-

£1t for, wab;azwgﬁ mméﬁm*l‘pr‘éieﬁ&a tdz*rglam«asg
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diagnosed diseases would find g Place in:

correctly: S

tionelﬂmtio" Phey would bear bub a swmall ratio 4o S ¢
total , bat: they would )111 the course: of years P SVeT: Bdded =
by dnez easing dncrements.iNoextra trouble would deVolve ..
upon . the publicjand very ldttle upon the Registrari The:teu:,
tal of deaths would necessarily be unaffected,but they woula
pe divided into twWo great: class-s-medically.diagnosed,and not
mad_i,oal_l.& diagnosed casess; In calcutta and Bombay,it is pos<
siple the nmb&r of dulynqualified medical practitioners ds’
80 xxeat as to influence the:total result of reglstratdon

‘ 1

¢ without attempting such distimction in classification of
5
statigbicsjbut this da certainly nob the case In Madrasy "'

611, . Mhilst therefove I think suzgestion:(b) should be’

introduced without delay-and ought to:be of advantage,it secms

’t.o me before suxgestion (a) can be of any use,it would be '
neqﬁea‘gp,{'y, to pass a M-dical Registration Aet-taking care notr"
to, ferbid, the pyacties qf/,éuﬂaw practitiondrs~thus dx~'"
cluding vy daens and hakims=but: o srrive at the' désired end

\
by demandife that, all;practitichers;using desTunatiohs that "

vespeak. a qualification) by & regognized” Bubopean @ Tndian

school, or Uniyersdty) shall: be registeredy  that'stch Péepis~ '
' -

tered practitioners

death in case they havemedically atbendsd on-deménd by the

Re;gistral',

of yadrag lwncm,‘l mt'fg& 247 1(8) of the Distdict Municipal

PR S PR R =N LA - t Y

! R

shall uive ,mit.hbutf-afem;éak'biﬂeawsi&r’@" B

or by the pepson responsible under Bection 899 City

- B

; ;a;‘f B,

1 &

Act.- Certain legal privileges could eadily be woven into

such an Act that would make this condition acceptable O

Medical practitionars. I consider the adoption of this course

desirable ’but not essential at the present stage of develop—

ment.
7 An alternative safeguard however offers itself,
namely,the compulsory notification of infectious diseases as

a part of Municipal law, irraspective of the applicability or i
A

Revulations under the Bpidemic Diseases Act. A clause to m il

extent might well w the indefinite term “medical at-
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