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Plague Observation Circles and Inspection Stations in the
Bellary District.

Sanctioning the proposals of the Collector of Bellary to abolish certain observation oizol_es‘-
and road frontier inspection stations.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following paper:—
G.0., No. 1499 P., dated 16th October 1899,

ABsTRACT.—A pproving the arrangements made by the Qoll ] ¢ :
with the abolition of observation circles in group I ; aid r:qggstiesgoi ifxf ?oellzr{) r;nwﬁoztxlt:ectxohn
Alér group of circles is any longer required. P ether the

—

Reap—also the following paper :(—

From Licutenant-Colonel W. G. KING, wm.p, car., pra. LM :
Commissioner for Madras, to the ’Seoret’ary to Gover’rlmént;,s"l,iﬁlt:;£
Municipal Department, dated Madras, 26th October 1899, No, 2665-8.

With reference to Bellary Collector’s letter No. 2854-P., dated 16th instant
I have the honour to state that I agree with the proposals made in his suggestion (a)’
In regard to suggestion (4), I would advise deferring action till the end of N ovember.
As to suggestion (¢), I advise the full staff be retained so long as the district is
“ under observation”. It is impossible to guard villages that are too large for
administration by village headmen and too small for munieipalities, by any other

system than the cheap mode employed of retaining special men for their sanitary care. -

During the last epidemic of plague, Anantapur district suffered severely by neglecting
the care of union towns until too late. I agree with suggestion (d).

——

Excrosugre.

From E. A. ELWIN y Esq., Acting Collector of Bellary, to the Secretary to Govern-
ment, Local and -Munieipal Department (through the Sanitary Commissioner
for Madras), dated 16th October 1899, Ref. on C. No. 2854-P.

Adverting to G.O., No. 878 P., dated 12th June 1899, I have the honour to
submit the following suggestions for the further reduction of expenditure on plague

preventive measures :—

Suggestion (a).—The abolition of the inner of the two rows of circles alluded to
in paragraph 4 of the Government Order,

In the outer row of circles contiguous to the Tungabhadra river the observation
staff is, no doubt, of use in keeping the local authorities up to their duty of issuing
passports and in arresting under Additional Regulation 7 the progress of such persons
as have failed to take out passports on arrival from the Bombay Presidency and the
infected portions of the IHyderabad State ; but in the inner row there is at present
little or no work for the staff. Circles 22 to 31 which form the inner row of the
circles in observation groups II to VI may be closed at once, This will enable me to
dispense with the services of two supervisors and five inspectors. Circles 18 to 21
in observation groups VII and VIII may be closed as soon as the plague subsides
in Davangere and other places in the Mysore Province situated close to the Harpana-
halli taluk. .

Suggestion (b).—The ubolition of observation group IX which was formed a year
ago under additional regulation 22 to protect the country situated within a radius of
20 miles round Guntakal
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There was indigenous plague in several villages of this group last season, and T
3 apprehended that, with the heavy rains which were expected and actually’ fell in
September, there might be a recrudescence of the disease. My fears not having been
3 realized and Guntakal and the neighbourhood being free from plague, I consider that
5 the group may now be closed and the services of the supervisor and his three inspectors
g dispensed with.
4 Suggestion (¢).—The abolition of the assistant plague inspectors working in the
= Local Fund union villages except at a few important places, such as Hospet, Kampli,
o Kosigi and Siruguppa.
¥ The Head Assistant Collector reports that in the smaller unions these men have
“}? really no work to do, and I am inclined to agree with him. The services of about six
assistant plague inspectors can thus be dispensed with.
Suggestion (d).—The closing from the middle of December till, at all events, next

June of the nine road frontier inspection stations that are still working on the banks
of the Tungabhadra and the abolition of the road frontier inspection station at Dugga-
vatti in the Harpanahalli taluk as soon as the plague subsides in Davangere, ete.

The Tungabhadra falls rapidly towards the end of November, and by the middle
of December is usually not more than waist deep: the ferry boats cease plying and
passengers cross at whatever point they please and the inspection stations no longer
serve the purpose for which they were established. “When the stations are closed, the
sheds may be left in charge of watchers as at certain stations on the Mysore frontier
closed under paragraph 2 of the Government Order quoted at the beginning of this

letter.,

Onper—No. 1572 P., dated 31st October 1899.
The Collector’s proposals are sanctioned.

(True Extract.)
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for Ag. Secrc%@"to Government,
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Collector of Bel]ar:y (A--F).
Ranitary Commissioner.

econ-General.
%ﬁgndd Department.
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Exd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangar.
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