MISCELLANEOUS.

l;‘-‘@;;‘-—.v-;-l;.':;; e ————————— T —————— T R —

{"1
1 1\4;

- e — S5 T VW A T A AR I\ S 55
s e T

[Despatch Abstract.)




1

PAPERS.

€.0. No. | Department.

P

-

FURTHER PAPERS.

ol
Date, G.0. | * No.

s |

Department.

o
1o




BACK PAPERS.

G.0. No. Department. | Dae

1

HIS EXCELLENCY
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

SR ARTHUR ELIBANK HAVELOCK 6 C M: 6
| GOVERNOR OF MADRAS:

! i g Theetchathar, S. Strimula Theetchathar and

@.0. No. | Department. \ Date. | . » others, Stanickars of Sri Sabanayakar Temple
\ | : & - : of Chidambaram.

Most Respectfully showeth: — |
1. That the said Sabanayakar Temple is an ancient shrine largely rggp,ted
to by miliions of pilgrims from all parts of India, and elséwhere;

1I. That for that tem
publicly possessed and us

That however the presant Elephant, which has been a gift to the tempie
;s taxed by the Municipality of Chidambaram for the

ple there have long since been Elephants which were

beibg ed by the temple tax free, :

III.

by the Zamindhar of Ramnad,
first half year of 1897;

~ 1V. That upon the memorialists depositing the taxed amount and appealing

to the Municipality for the remission of the tax, the Municipality have asked memo-

r?alish for the opinion of the Advocate General on the legal point of the taxability

or otherwise of the Chidambaram temple Elephant;

V. That the Memorialists  obtained and produced the opinion of the advocate
ab issue and that even after doing so the Municipal Chairman
same confirmed the said Tax; withont heeding all

e AN T N ST

General on the point
with a strong disregard for the

ST

our reasons. ;
VvI. That as for the fircal condition of ,the temple to bear the tax, it need
ﬁardly be submitted, that the temple has neither lands mnor funds nor any other ostetn-
gible source of revenue like so many other t.emples .of Southern. India, and that its
|y means Of up-keep so as to fiv in with its ancient and wide-spread renown and
oneystige has been nothing but its Theetchathars who attach themselves to the
gtronag’e of gentlemen and carry on the gras.at. temple pooja and festival by tha
wlms got by thems and thus maintain ils position.

VII, That besides the cruelty of the taxation ibs anomaly will become all
the more apparent if your Excellency should consider that ever since thei'r inauguration
in Chidambaram in 1872, the Municipality did not tax Elephants, publicly possessed
and used Dby the pagoda of Chidambaram; since and before that date; that having
taxed the Elephant of the Temple for the former half year of 1896, the tax was remit-

: sts that, thereafter there was no taxing at all for the second

ted by the memoriali : axing :
balf year of 1896, and that the question having been whimsically raked up this year
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agaii, the memorialists appealed to the Municipality
whereupon they have made the disposal in question
opinion of the Advocate General, thus showing by th
of their own ground;‘

having deposited the taxed amount
asking the memorialists for the
emselves, how uncertain they are
't ‘

VIII That everything in Connection with this

T temple has been mentioned in
the south Arcot District Mannua! from page 400 to 408 published by Mr. Garistion.

1X That the xixemo;ialisté herewith attach for Hig Excellencies perusal and Consi-
deration copies of:— :

(1) The Municipal Councils reply to the

(2) The op“inion of the advocate General,

The memorialists therefore most humbly pray that your excellenc mﬁ be graciousl
pleased to annul the tax for ever on the reasong stated herein g0 ’thnt’ it g:ll] no{
again be levied in future,

For which act of Kindness n;d favour the me
Date D e —11898;

Chidambaram,

memorialists appeal petitions,

morialists ever pray,
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