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PMi-ngs ofa'Gener?al Meeting of the Munigipal Commissioners
for the City of Madras, held at their Office Premises No. 22,
Errah Bauloo Chetty Street, Black Town, on Monday the
27th September 1897,at 8 p. m., under the provisions of the

~ City of Madras Municipal Acts land VII of 1884 and II of 1892.

PrESENT

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir George Moore, K., C.LE, President,
H. Ormerod, Esq.

M. R. Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu,

M.R.Ry. Salla Gurusawmy Chetty Garu,

M.R.Ry. M. Venkataramiah Chetcy Garu.

M.R.Ry. P. M. Sivangnana Mudaliar Avargal.

The Hon’ble Mahomed Sheriff Khan Bahadur.

M.R.Ry. P. V. Kistnasawmy Chetty Garu.

M.R.Ry, N. Appusundaram Pillai Avargal.

M.R.Ry. C. 8. Theagaroya Mudaliar Avargal.

J. DeCaster, Esq.

M.R.Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu,

N. Subrahmanyam, Esq. 3

M. R. Ry. M. K, Lakshmanacharriar Avargal,

M. R. Ry. Rai Bahadur A. Dhanakoti Mudaliar Avargal,
R. F. Grant, Esq.

Surgeon Lieutenant-Colonel G. L. Walker.

M.R.Ry. Rao Bahadur V. Krishnama Chariyar Avargal,
M.R.Ry. C. Tirumalaiya Naidu Garu,

M. R. Ry. G. Subramania Iyer Avargal.

M.R.Ry. S. Subbiah Chetty Garu.

Surgeon- Lieutenant-Colonel J. Maitland.

M.R.Ry. P. Subramania Iyer Avargal.

Budget for 1897-98.

Tae PRESIDENT :—Gentlemen, we had better go on with business,. The first business
before the meeting is the G&. O., No. 1549 M, Mis., dated 7th J uly, 1897, r¢ Budget for 1897-98.
Government has sanctioned the extra timber Inspector, but would not sanction the increase to the pay
of Kanakapillais unless the present men are discharged and men better qualified are brought in.

The G. O. was recerded.

Exemption from License Fees.
Tue Presioent:—The next subject is the Endorsement N o. 858, dated 9th Angust, 1897,
of the Government of Madras on letter No. 1224 C., dated 7th July, 1897, from the Government of
' India, Military Department, re exemption of license fees on Gtovernment timber consigned to the
Madras Arsenal and the Gun Carriage Factory. The Government of Madras do not make any
remark but simply refer the question to the Commissioners. The question is whether the Com-
missioners can go beyond the Act. Undeér Bombay Municipal Act, the Government timber is
specially exempted from Town Duties ; but there is no such provision in our Act. Our Act simply
says that all timber is to be taxed. With regard to vehicles and animals, Government pro,.
are specially exempted.

>

It was proposed by Mr. J. De Caster, seconded by Mr. M. Venkataramiah Chetty and
carried  that the Commissioners do not see their way to exempt Government timber from payment
of liceuse tax under the provisions of section 341.”
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Proceedings of the Standing Committee.

Tue Presioext :—Now we come to, the Proceedings of the Standing Committee, dated 16th
1

and 27th August, and 3rd September, 1897 poeis
chariar, about building grants, - you want to say something, Mr. Krishnama-

P

Rao Bana ‘
puR V. KrisaxaMacHARIAR :—1 do want to say something, Sir, but I do not know -

whether this is the proper time for doing so.

Tue Prestoxt :——The Standing Committeo
" a9k Committee resol ; -
tor of Public Instruction that the building grants be tr.n.f'.‘ on htho : mmendation of the Direc-

Ra
Municipal s:bo.::n:“by" Krisuxamacuariar ;=1 bave to submit that there are: the so-called
T s et ?" lvcvh :e have been giving abont Rs. 10,000 a year, for the last 25 years.
from airéet guiters and e bave not got now a single school room, wholesome and healthy, away
gu and away from horse stables. These are the places where the risivg genera

is being educated. Infants particularly ave very budly treated. They have no separate room and

th i g
;m‘;.::;:‘:,?: ;‘nhw‘b’ "fm'onndmg., and I do not think auy instruction worth the name can be
ese conditions. I think we should get up model school houses instead of spending

a sum of Rs. 1,000 a year upon what is called house rent. I think 3 or 4 thousand rupees o yoar
large schools which are under our

support. We huve gone on spending money, as 1 have already said, for the last 2 years and 60
¢ T think it highly desireble to

mot see any sign of that continued progress which we ought to expect ,

raise the schools to a higher level of education. The only way todo it i to find decent buildings worthy
of our Municipality. Up in the Mofussil, where for some years [ worked, the provisions made for
school buildings are more wholesome than what we have got here. The present state of affairs is a
disgrace to all concerned and it is high time that we make an annual provision of three or four
thousand Rupees for building sunitable school-rooms on sites, healthy and wholesome, away from the
bustle and noise of the bazaar and all the vicious surroundings and free from the smell of the gutters
over which the pial schools are now located. Mr. G. Subramania Iyer who has just returned from
England may be able to give us some information as to the condition of Board schools there. The
School Masters are too poor to help themselves and we must give them some help. The matter has
been brought to the notice of the Director of Public Instruction throngh the kindness of our
President, and if there is an expression of opinion on the part of the Commissioners, I am sure that
some parallel action will be taken, At present we simply give away our money and the return is

very small.
Tak Presipest:—We are not on that point now. The question is about the transfer of

building grants to rent.
Rao Bauapur V. KRISENAMACHARTAR :—1If we have proper buildings we ean do something

But at present we waste public money withouta corresponding advantage.

in the way of education.
I shall be glad to propose “that the money be utilised for erecting

1f any gentleman would second me,

school buildings.”
Tur PresioeNt :—The question is whether the Standing Committee’s recommendation that

the building grant of Rs. 1,000 a year be transferved to rents is to be confirmed or not.
Rao Bamanur V. K RisiNAMACHARIAR :— I object to the transfer.
Me. M. VENkATARAMIAR Crerry i—If the matters stand as they are, will the Director of
Pablic Instruction use bis discretion in utilising them for rent ?
Tue Presipent :=—No.
Rao Bamavur V. Krisuxamacuariar :—Have you paid any house rent ?
Tue Presipent :—No.
Rao Bauapur V. KRISHNAMACHARIAR :—Then why should we give the School Masters an
extra allowance to be spent on their own houses or their friends ? by
Tue Presipeyt :— Hitherto we have transferred building grants to results gx';.nt..
Mg, M, Vexkararayian Cugrry :—Is our position altered by this transfer ?
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! Tae PresipeNt :—No. You must frame a resolution for discussing the matter any further.

Rao B.b‘idnr V. Krishnamachariar proposed, and Mr. (. Thirumalayya Naidu seconded
«¢hat the resolution No. 7 of the proceedings of 16th of August be not confiymed.”

Mg TreacarovA Currriar :— What is the reason of this resolution of the Standing Committee ?

Tug Presipext :—Becanse the Director of Pablic Instruction recommended it. The Asst.
Inspector of Schools complains that he cannot spend the money on buildings.

" Ruao Bamapur V. KrisuNAMACHARIAR :—When was this P

Tug PresippNt :—28th of July.
Rao Bauspvr V. KeisaxaMacHArIAR :—That is before we moved in the matter, I have got
a letter from the highest authority to say that if it was possible to go in for the ‘construction of

school-houses, ;
Tax Presioest :—That is not the point,

R0 Bauapur V. KrisHNAMACHARIAR ;—If you have no objection, I will move an addendum-—
that *“ the question be referred to the Director of Public Instruction for report.”

Tur PresipeNt :—The question has come from the Director of Public Instruction

Rao Bauapur V. KrisuNaMACHARIAR :—That is simply a stereotyped thing. My resoluti
will run in these terms: “ That resolution No. 7 of the proceedings of the Standing )(;on; ":,twn
dated 16th Augnst, be not confirmed but that the question of accommodation for schools b “;1 it
to the Director of Public Instruction.” I know that a circular is going round- to all the ?‘er'red
calling npon the educational officers to report as to how such Primary schools are to b oy
dated. They have just opened their eyes to the question and we also ought to go in ef ”i‘:’mmo'
struction of school-houses which is a legal step while payment of house-rent is nog s ]

Tue Presiest :—The first thing we ought to do is to 1
g ght to do is to look after the sanitati i
and to make your children live before you teach them, gr- it

.Mn.. TuercAroyA Crerry :—T think thet if we attempt to provide buildings for about 140
schools, it will create a lot of difficulty, and an enormous sum of money will have to be expended

Mr. M, Vexkararamian Cuerry ;—We cannot gat a room under Rs, 500

Mr. G. SusraMANIA Tyer :—I think the change proposed by the Standing Committee is i
favour of improving the present condition of elementary institutionsin Madras. Rs lmoebm. %
paid away annually ¢n the buildings as rent is actually a flee bite in giving the:se c];i]d'l. b etltn g
accommodation. Instead of purchasing new houses or improving old ones l',:'f this mone el
away as house rent I think it will enable the Schoolmasters and Inspector; to provide :}' s gl:vo-n
with better accommodation. I think the change is more for the benefit of the element: )388 (‘)”
than otherwise. Apart from that the whole ,question of the connection of the l\lunia-]'.y ‘;'tUCuh.on
elementary education is one deserving of consideration. 1t is absolutely anomalous ntL lfa 1fvyuv'mh
that with 4 lakhs of people the whole charge of elementary education of the boys shounit; (;) b‘"’g“
by the Municipality to the extent of Rs. 10,000. There will be at Jeast 20,000 boys~I t,ie Wi :
subject of course to correction—and we pay only Rs. 10,000, This ano;nnlous ysta,te (:: e:ﬁo'n e
quires consideration at the hands of those who are interested in this matter. If the policy :" ": "[e‘
pursued and insisted upon that for the elementary education of the boys, the Municipa]i+- ,:; e,
responsible, I think the whole question deserves re-consideration. I quite endorse tlf:e 'I:Zma(?;e ,:
Rao Bahadur V. Krishnamachariar as to the miserable insanitary and absolutely dangeron s
modation which is now provided for elementary schools. I have seen schools placgd neit a:""f':'
gutter and boys actually sitting upon the silt thrown on the sides. Therefore I shonld quit; i
path.ise with Mr, Krishnamachariar's complaint that the accommodation for the element:r : styn;-
nef;mres consideration. But I do not think the present change recommended by the Stundi{) °C°° ;
mittee will improve the state of things in that direction. Somebody else must pay, if not the f& o’m'-
pality, for providing better accommodation for these schools whose present cond;tiou is scat:d:;:s:
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I quite sympathise with the proposal that the whole question of elementary education so far as it is
supported by the Municipality requires consideration. I hope an opportunity will soon be taken to

pring forward this question before proper authorities.

Rao Banapur V. KrisHNAMACHARIAR :—I simply want to make one remark. If you go in -

for ‘any change a8t all, let us go in for a structure or two every year which will be a model school-
Louse for imitation by well-to-do parents,

Surosox L. Cor. G I Watker :—This provision of* Rs. 1,000 under building grant has
never been spent under that head.

Tae Presipent :—Pardon me. You cannot speak to the resolution now as the proposer has
made the reply.
Tke original proposition was then lost.

Myr. Varadappah Naidu wished to have some information about the sale of certain lands at the
rate of Rs. 3,700 per ground while the sale of an adjoining ground was recommended at Rs. 3,000.

The President replied that the man to whom the land was proposed to be sold at Rs. 3,700
per ground had a pial which belonged to the Municipality and handed over to him under recent ruling
of the Court ; and for the loss sustained, the Standing Committee proposed to put the extra price on it.

The proceedings were then confirmed.

The Question of Labour Law.

Tar Prrsipext :—The next business is the resolution of which Mr. P. Subramania Iyer has

given notice.

Mg, P. Susramania Iven :—Gentlemen, I take the liberty of sending you a memorandum
setting forth the previous history of the subject and pointing out the necessity that exists for taking
some action in the matter. As far as 1 am concerned no additional remarks need be made by me:
Without some such provisions as the one I now propose the Sanitary Department cannot be
effectively supervised. The legislation that I propose is not a penal one; it merely gives us the
power which Bombay and Calcutta now have to insist upon people doing their duty and to give us
reasonable notice when they want to quit us so that we may replace their services in time. Therefore
I beg to propose: *“That, in view of the serious and increasing difficulties experienced by the
executive in exercising effectual control over the large establishment maintained for the proper and
efficient sanitation of the city, and in view of the danger that may result therefrom, the Commission-
ers earnestly request the Government of Madras to be pleased to pass an Act on the lines of the
Bombay Muzicipal Servants’ Act, No. V. of 1890.”

Suraeox Lt.-Col, Maitland seconded the proposition.

Suraeoy Lr.-Cor. G. L. WALKER :—I think this would be an extremely beneficial act and
I beg to support the resolution.

Mg, M. VENAKATARAMIAH CHETTY :—Are the papers connected with this circulated ?

Tue PresipenT :—No. But everything is found in the memorandum.

Mg. M. Vexkataramiau Cugrry :—That may be a special pleading of my learned friend.

Tur PresipeNT :—As far as I can see there is nothing in this bundle of papers that is not

. contained in this memorandum. It was a committee who recommended it and the Government did
not entertain it.

Mg. S. Gurusawnmy Crerry :—1I should like to know whether the Municipality is not going
to take up private scavenging. If the scavenging cess is not to be imposed, what is the use of pass-
ing an Act like this.

Tug Presipent:—That is a question on which everybody must form his own opinion. The
(Commissioners threw out the scavenging cess, the imposition of which the Government recom-
mended and thereupon the Government threw out the labonr law.

Mg. S. Gurvsawny Cuerry :—If scavengers arenot to be our men, why should we pass this
law.
Tar Presioest :—There are our own scavengers and our own coolies.

iR S o e
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Mg. 8. Gurusawny Caerry :—From past experience have you found any necessi

ing an Act like this ? ssity for pasg-
Tgr PRESIDENT :—Y es,
Mg. S. Sussiar Cuerry :—1 propose “ that the question be deferred.”

morning I received the memorandum of the mover and as it is a serious matter I
should be allowed for the Commissioners togo through it.

It was only thig

tlliﬂk some ti

In the meantime the ik
a

with the subject may be circulated. papers conuecteq

Tue Presipent :— Everything is in the memorandum.

Mg. G. Susramania Iver:—T agree with Mr. Subbiah Chetty in requesting you to g
some time. The facts bearing upon this subject have not had the benefit of comm:nts of ;»eSIVe u's
ble critics. I do not know if this memo, had the approval of the President and the other Oﬁiczonm;
the Corporation who have got the duty of exacting the task. Will you, Sir, as President. o rs o

the benefit of your views ? » 8lve us

Tae PresipENT :—My views are quoted in the memorandum.

Mgz. G. SuBrAMANIA IvER :—I think the Commissioners would like to hear your vie
this question. Although the President of Bombay is in favour of thig legislation, T think the Ws' on
question that is referred to. Te 18 a

PresipeNT interrupting :—Are you going into the question ? If you wish it to be deferred
there is no necessity for arguing it.

Mg. G. SuBrAMANIA IvER :—I am merely giving reasons for seconding Mr. Subbiah Chetty

cwr  Tue Presipent:—There is no use of arguing the question now unless you are going t
: : N 0
dispose of it at the present meeting. ‘ €

Mg. G. SuBrAMANIA I¥ER: —I would not detain you long, Sir, I see you are rather pressed
for time. ,

Tue Presipent :—Not at all. I will stay here till 8 o’clock. >
Mg. G. SupraMANIA Iver :—Otherwise I could wot understand your desire to make my
speech cut short.

Tur Presient :—I wanted you only to stick to the point.

Mg. G. SusraMANIA IYER :—Our legislation might have the effect of frightening the people
in taking Municipal service. That is an important point which requires consideration. If the effect
of this legislation will be to frighten the people I think the remedy will be worse than the disease.
I should like to have some more time given to the Commissioners to consider the question, so
that on future occasions we may discuss it with greater deliberation. We shall be glad to have
your views upon the question, Sir, Mr. President.

Tue Presipent :—I have given them.

Mz. P. SusraAMANIA IvER :—The memo. contains the remarks of the President as given in
the latest Administration Report.

Mg. G. SuBrAMANIA IvER :—I am asking the President, Sir, and not you.

Tue PresipENT :—When the question eomes np for discussion I will state what I have to
state. '

Rao Banapur V. KriSHNAMACHARIAR also expressed his fear as to the effect of the proposed
legislation upon the people who could neither read nor write, It was very important that the pre-
sent President should give them advice as to the practicability of controlling the scavengers, &c.,
who form a particular class or union, with any advantage by means of legislation.

The amendment to defer the question was put to the vote and carried.

The meeting then terminated.

THOMPSON AND CO., PRINTERS, MADRAS,
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g f the Pnbm»mes of a GuNFRAL MEETI
Mmgﬁ:):n, held at their Office Premises, No.
27th Septe

the
X:tzdiaz;xd. 1I of 1884 and II of 1892.

«a of the Montcrear. Coxurssionrs for the Criry of
992, Errah Bauloo Chetty Street, Black Town, on
mber 1897, at 5 P.x., under the provisions of the Oity of Madras Municipal

PRESENT :

<

H. Ormerod, Esq.
M.R.Ry. Gurusawmy Chetty
; M.R.Ry. M. Venkataramiah
Ry. P. M. Sivangnana
he Hon’ble Mahomed
.R.Ry.

Ry.
Ry.
oCaster, Esq.

=228

N. Appusundaram Pillai

B
CEEE

ubrahmanyam, Esq.

0t oo
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F. Grant, Esq. :

urgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel e L
.R.Ry
R.Ry
.R.Ry.
ky.
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S. Subbiah Chetty Garu.

ErEEEE

R
R

No. 1.

6.0., No. 1549 M. Mis., dated Tth July 1897,
re budget for 1897-98. ; :

- Recorded.
No. 2.

FEndorsement No. 858, dated 9th August 1897, of
the Government of Madras on letter No. 1224 C., dated
Tth July 1897, from the Government of India, Military

~ Department, re cxemption of license fees on Government
timber consigned to the Madras Arsenal and the Gun
Carriage Factory.

Proposed by Mr. J. DeCaster and seconded by

M.R.Ry. M. -enkatva.mia.h Chetty Garu—

« That the Commissioners do not see their way to exempt
Government timber under the provisions of section 341"

Carried.
No.3. ®

Proceedings of the Standing Commitice, dated 16th
and 27th August and 3rd September 1897.

Proposed by M.R.Ry. Rao Bahadur V. Krish-
pama Chariar Avargsl and seconded by M.R.Ry.

0. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu—
«That resolution No. 7 of 16th August 1897 be not

Tieutenant-Colonel Sir George Moore, Xt., C.
M.R.Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.

‘R.Ry. M. K. Lakshmanacharriar Avargal.
Ry. Rai Bahadur A. Dhanakoti Mudal

LE., President.

Garu.

Chetty Garu.
Mudaliar Avargal,
Sheriff Khan Bahadur.
P. V. Kistnasawmy Chetty Garu.

Avargal.

0. 8. Theagaraya Mudaliar Avargal.
Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu.

iar Avargal.

Walker.

. Rao Bahadur V. Krishnama Chariyar Avargal.
. C. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu.
G. Subramania Iyer Avargal.

: u.rg:eon-Lieutenantfcolonel J. Maitland.
Ry. P. SBubramania lyer Avargal.

The resolution, on being put to the meéting, was

lost.
The proceedings were recorded.

No. 4.

M.R.Ry. P. Subramania Iyer Avargal moved
the following resolution of which be had given
notice—

.« That, in view of the serious and increasing difficulties
experienced by the executive in exercising effectual control
over the large establishment maintained for the preper and
efficient sanitation of the city, and in view of the danger
that may result therefrom, the Commissioners earnestly
request the Government of Madras to be pleased to pass an
Act on the lines of the Bombay Municipal Servants’ Act
No. V of 1890.”

Surgeon - Lieutenant - Colonel J. Maitland
seconded.

Proposed by M.R.Ry. 8. Subbiah Chetty Garu
and seconded by M.R.Ry. G. Subramania Iyer
Avargal—

¢ That the question be deferred.’”

Carried.

The meeting terminated.

G. M. J. MOORE, Lieut.-Col.,
President, Municipal Commission.

Municipal Office, Madras,

confirmed ; but that the question of accommodation for
schools be referred to the Director of Public Lnstruction.’”

September 1897.

MADRAS : PRINTED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT, GOVERNMENT PRIAS
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