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Council, Ootacamund, and the Jaghirdar of Arni are liable to he

taxed under the powers conferred by Section 63 uf;pko Madras Distriect
Municipalities Act, 1884, as amended by the Act ITIT of 1897. There
seems no doubt that the lands in question come within the words of

sub-section (3) (a) as being "lands not oceupied by bulldings and noe-

appurtenant to any building or attached thereto for use therewith as

a 8&11'({011 or' pieasure-grounda or 10y the pastur age O0I animals kept for

private use". The question is

s, are they exempted from the tax by the

proviso"that no tax shall be levied under this sub-section upon lands

used solely for agricultural purposes"?

2. It is to be observed that only lands used solely for agricultural

purposes are to be exempt.

” MR | : oy By
"Agriculture" is defined in Websteér's Dictionary (1891 edition)
- 3
as "the art or science of cultivafgmp the ground, including the -

harvesting of crops and the rearThg magacgement of live stock"; =

whilst "tillage" which is given as a pynonym for "agriculture” is =

defined as the oyerat(On, Practice oé@hrt of tilling o¥ Preparing =

'y (A v . S ] :‘~‘ + 3 3 s
lard for seed and keeping the ground in a proper state for the growth

of crops"® The meaning of the

word "agriculture" is not defined in
the Agricultural Holdings Act, 1883 (46 & 47 Vietoria C.61). It seems
to me, however, that the word connotes the.periodical sowing or -

Plantingy and gathering in of crops; €&nd I cannot see how land used

for the cqltlvation of Chinchona, blue gum. or other trees can be =

said to be land used solely for agricultural purposes. As regards the

tea and coffee plants, it has been Held that & lease of a coffee -
garden ig not an agricultural lease within the meaning of Section 117
of the Transfer of Py perty Act, 1882, (see I.L.R.17 Madras p.98),-
ny dplnion lands used as tea or Coffee gardens are not used
for agricultural purposes within the meéaning of Section 63 of
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of g?owing vegetab1es would be lands,

’”umrket garden for tﬁ% purpofe
se’}ror agricultural purposes within the meaning of the sﬁg_ o
i B s x ‘ ;

: ",ei,ction. : 1 | . : ,
LA o W <
oo N - not é(ere what proportio¥ (it any) of the 1ands in.

"'ion s devoted to growing vegetables &c., but speaking
)

”generally, ; am of opinion that the lands described as“lands un +

'approprlated to buildings which are cultivated with chinchona,'-

1ue guﬁkMelanoyion, acacia, tea, corfee, grass, vegetablea, shrubs '

:f all kinds as well as forest plantatione and shola 1ande"— are

g exempt from’taxatiOn under Section 63 of the Act ; i do not

‘hink it was even the intention of the Legislature that such 1anda

should be exempt, and I do not think the Courts would construe -f

Section 63 as creatingiany such exemption.

-C. Arnold White.

Advocate General.
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