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TO

THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,

)y

- TBCATAND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS,
v, HHRD FORT SAINT GEORGE.
\ st The humble petition of P. Palani Chettiar,
residing at Jayarama Chetty Street,
Vellore.

Most RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH,

That your petitioner has presented twO petitions to the Collector of North
Arcot District regarding the election of & Municipal Councillor for the C. ‘Ward
of the Vellore Municipality, held, on the 15th December 1897, in respect of the

yacancy created by the petitioner’s term of office having expired.

9. That the Collector, it would appear on the orders of the Government,
made the necessary scrutiny of the fballot papers concerned, and, took down the
evidence of certain persons on the 15th and the 16th instant.

3. That the petitioner respectfully begs to impeach the propriety of the
taking of evidence, when the rules about the validating of votes, are so Very

- peremptory and do not admib of any supplementing of the actual facts that arise

at the election, by the subsequent taking of ovidence, as to the intention or
otherwise of the voters.

4. There is n0 procedure in the Blection Rules, empowering the Collector to
cure the defects of ballot papers by extraneous evidence.

5. That oral evidence is further valueless seeing the lapse of time between
the date of election and that of the enquiry-

6. The petitioner respectfully begs to refer to G. 0., No. 1185 Mis. L. and
Municipal dated 23rd October 1888 in support of the dictum, that, of the ballot
papers Nos. 37 and 26, only one vote can be valid. .

7. That the petitioner respectfully submits that a reference, to paras 6 7 and

| 8 of his petition dated 17-12-97, and paras 2 and 3 of his petition, dated

11-1-98, and a perusal of the ballot papers, under reference, printed specimens
of which are herewith submitted, will sufficiently convince your honor as to the
validity of the grounds of the objections of the petitioner (copies of the petitiors

are herewith submitted.)

8. That the decision of the Chairman that the two candidates (including
the petitioner) got equal number of votes is untenable in the light of the circum-
stances that appear upot the face of the records and that the Chairman ought to
have held that the petitioner got the largest number of votes.

’

9. That in the interests of justice it is very desirable that you will be pleased
to send for the original ballot papers under reference for your honor’s imspec-

tion and gerutiny.
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Under the above circumstances your petitioner respecﬁfully i
h be (Iileclared to have obtained the largest mumber of votes and fo be
e may |

duly elected. Your petitioner in conclusion respectfully prays that the
ks 1

ent, in deciding the claims of the rival candidates will also be plea:sed
Soo Z el::?he f’act of your petitioner’s Municipal experience of about e e
a

consideration, the other candidate being quite a novice, never before this having
been on the Council. . |
For which act of kindness Your humble petitioner, shall, as in duty

bound, ever praye

VELLORE, Ny 5 ? M

98. :
25¢h March 18 Signature of P. Palam Chetty,

Periathanam Jayarama Ohetty’s“Sf/re?t,
 Wellore.
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THE COLLECTOR OF
' NORTH ARCOT,
CHITTOOR.

Most HoNogED SIB,
o The humble petition of P. Palani Chetly
a resident of Jayarama Chetty Street,
Vellore, respectfully showeth.

That your petitioner has been a Municipal Councillor for about 12 years
and has always been re-elected after the expiry of every 3 years and that he
last ceased to be Councillor on the 10th November 1897.

9. That, for the election held on the 15th instant he was again nominated
by two qualiﬁed electors for re-election, the other candidate being one T. Nara-
yanasamy Reddiar.

3. That, at the close of the ballot votes were counted in the presence of

Rev. Mr. Chamberlin, Rev. Mr. Kidd and the Chairman, with the result thatb

‘both your petitioner and the other candidate are said to have obtained 92 votes
'y S ~_“ o AL * el

* 4. That on being asked to cast lots they both declined to do so.

5. That in connection With the result of the election, your petitioner, res-
pectfully begs to state that for reasons hereunder given he believes that he
ought to have been rightly elected.

6. One Govindaraja Mudaliar of Mariamman Covil street (vide vote
No. 232) simply by an oversight scored out the profession of candidate No. 2
instead of continuing the line to the name alsoin the ballot paper. Some
Councillors appear to have been of opinion that judging from the manner in
which the man had gcored oub three-fourths of the line, it was clear he meant
to vote for your petitioner and that he ought to be given the benefit of it. The
Chairman finding the rules silent on the point rejected the vote. If your honor
were to send for this voter and enquire of him personally it can be ascertained
that he meant to vote for your petitioner only as he is an intimate friend of his.
Tf this vote is counted in your petitioner’s favour your petitioner obtains 93 votes.

7. Again one Rangasamy Mudali of Vythia: Chetty Street (vide vote No. 41)
retained the name of both candidates simply drawing a line over the heading of
name of candidate. This vote ought to be invalidated; on the other hand

candidate No. 2 will get 91 votes only.

8. Again one Chinna Venkatasamy of Chunnamkara street scored out both

? Qénames in the ballot paper (vide vote No. 65.) When the votes were checked, the
W' Polling officer’s initials were found across one line. When questioned the

/ S/u Polling officer seems to have stated that it was his belief that the voter
/\ { intended to vote for candidate No. 2 although both the names were scored oub
considering the noise about the place and confusion of the voters as the election



2

proceeded, it is not safe to rely on the Polling O

: Hoe : i

it would be safer to invalidate the vote on theg grouig ih::h:)f :1: et
Olh names were

geored out. If your honor decides to invalidate thi
will get only 90 votes. | ate this vote, then candidate No, 2

9, If your honor were to agree on thes i .
he claims that he ought to ha.vegbeen decla:efle:;}tf om;; : Wlth.your petitioner,
given the benefit of vote No. 232 for reasons mentiongrdEf e e
No. 41 and 65 had been invalidated for reasons mentionu(; % Kmgogine bt
the result of the election would have stood thus : — B Do 0 e

Petitioner 93 votes

The other Candidate ... S | ) B Ty

10. Your petitionef prays therefore that

: your homnor g
plea§ed to, look into the three voting papers namely No. 41, ;a‘yangz g;-acxously
Chairman’s endorsement on the latter and decide the matter in the i and the
allegations set out supra. e light of the

Your petitioner begs to remain,
Most Honored Sir,
Your most obedient and humble servant
bl

VELLORE,
17th December 1897. }

(True copy.)

) <5 e R

e

Cé VELLORE, }
11th January 1898.

0

THE COLLECTOR OF
NORTH ARCOT,

CHITTOOR.

Most HoNORED STR,
The humble petition of P Palani Chettiar
residing at P. Jayarame Chetty Street,

Vellore, respectfully showeth.

In continuation of petition dated the 19th December last, your petitioner
also begs to bring the following circumstances in connection with the Mnnicipal
election held on the 15th December last for your kind and favorable consideration.

9. Since the aforesaid petition your petitioner has learned that in two other
cases the votes should have been invalidated against the rival candidate instead
of which they have been counted in his favor. One V. BEswarappa Mudaliar and
his brother Durasamy Mudaliar are entitled to a joint vote as voter No. 9
Bswarappa Mudaliar came and gave his vote on ballot paper 5. Eswarappa
Mudaliar had another vote as No. 4. When Durasamy Mudaliar joint voter on
No. 5. came and wanted to give his vote, he had no right to do so, but he was
allowed to vote for No. 4 which stands in the name of Eswarappa Mudaliar only.
Your petitioner therefore urges that the No. 5 for which Eswarappa Mudaliar

“ yoted should be taken into account and No. 4 should have been rejected. To

admit the two votes a correction has been made by altering No. 5 into 4.

3. Again one Arunaghiri Chettiar was entitled to vote as No. 37. The said
Arunaghiri Chettiar and his brother Manicka Chettiar are entitled to vote jointly
as No. 26. Manicka Chettiar did not come at all. Arunaghiri Chettiar voted
twice on vote Nos. 37 and 96 in favour of the rival candidate though he was in-

formed by the Chairman that he was entitled to vote only once.

4. By the wrongful inclusion of Nos. 41 and 45 and by double votes being

given on Nos. 5 and 26 and also by oxclusion of No. 232 the other candidate
‘1. Narayanasamy Reddiar was shown as having obtained an equal number of
votes with your petitioner, whereas as a matter of fact he has 5 votes less than
your petitioner.

5. Under these circumstances your petitioner respectfully prays that your
Lonor will be pleased to thoroughly investigate the matter by referring to the
pallot papers and voters’ register against th numbers mentioned (viz.) 41, 65,
939, 5, 4, 26 and 37 and declare your petitioner as rightly elected.

For which act of kindness and charity your petitioner shall as in duty
bound pray for your honor’s long life and prosperity.

Your petitioner begs to remain
Most Honored Sir,
Your most obedient and humble servant ..

/

(True copy)

I

Sigwd) -2 P AL
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