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PROCEEDINGS OF THE PLAGUE COMMISSIONER

Reap—the following paper :—

G.0., Mis. No. 1459 P., dated 16th November 1898.
Read—the following papers :—

Fromsi;'gjthl;oEPéWORTH, Esq., 1.C8,, Acting Collector of the Nilgiris, to the
y overnment, Local and Municipal Department (through the

Plague Commissi
Cm‘{?’ e ssloner, Madras), dated Ootacamund, 5th October 1898, Ref. on

In response to official memorandam, dated Ist October 1898. T have the honour
: ’

to submit a detailed account of the m :
the prevention and suppression of plagezzms Sox b ey i et ging

2. Ootacamund.— A site has been sele m ta
L _ eer cted and a o 1 i
hand at once. This camp will be divided into (a) a hospiltalpcal;;b(():'t :t(;xﬁi)ectlz{ g:n:;
) ! o

The hospital is to afford accommodation for 20 beds. The

that the suspect and healthy camps will cont W to be reconsidered, but it is probable

i , ain eight L :
be of brick in mud, the climate necessitating tl:le e;iht,fl :‘tlzl;ea ;};t eﬁTa]h;e buildings will

The camp should be complete in a mon
: ‘ : th
been repaired and run up at the west end of th:ngxlzze:: ‘:h
cases of plague occur before the camp is built
These buildings could also be used

built in the camp become overcrowded at any time.

If the plague shows further signs of advancing westward from Bangalore, I shall

declare Ootacamund to be in imm;
81 et) sug. of the Pl Miic allr;nmment danger under Rule 5 of the rules on page

The Chairman will then entertain an additional staff of one Inspector; one peon

and one toty for each of the three circles int i

AR o which is divi
men to employ as Inspectors will, in my opinion bl: prtigit:o s:ll:i,‘s divided, The best
and for each of them Rs. 25 per men Y iers from Wellington,

. sem should be allotted. The existing s
Sanitary Inspectors would work in co- 2 . i e existing staff of
the benefit of their local knowltadge.coggﬁgqs with these men, so as to give them

more ext.ensgvg measures would be necessary, and I A e B g
ment my opinion that, in that case, each circle should be
sioned Military officer. If three officers could mnot be sua;
be placed under a single Military officer of the rank of
place of the Divisional Inspector contemplated by the rules.

I need hardly say that Ootacamund cannot be treated
ing as the ordinary municipality on the plains. It is
Eurcpean or Eurasian female inspector at Ootacamund in view of the

pay must be at least Rs. 50.

have a)ready expressed to Govern-
put under a young Commis-
d, the whole town should
captain who would take the

d on exacfly the same foot-
also eswnt!yal to employ a
well-to-do Muhammadans here.  Her special duty will be to inspect ﬁ%ﬁx:: 23:21:: ;

3. Coomoor.—A site has been selected for the usual triple camp. Unfortunately

the Municipality is so short of funds that it cannot earry out the nece : works
without help from Governmeat, The Distriot Medical Officer has beon sekoq to greca

¥

course of my approaching tour in the

mo to believe thut Kakanhalla and Gddalir are

:;M e o

B
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the building of the plague camp, and Governm nt has been asked for a loan of .
;%l;. 2e000’ to nﬁaet the cost of the sus’pect and healthy camps and certain other charges.
The c,amp is to be small, the hospital and suspect camps containing four beds each
and the healthy camp accommodation for twenty persons.

If it becomes necessary to declare Coonoor to be threat.ened, an additional
Inspector on Rs. 25, a peon and a toty will have to be entertained. The Inspector
chould be a soldier from Wellington, and, if plague breaks out, a Commissioned
Military officer should be placed in charge of the whole town as already recommended

to Government.

4. Kotagiri.—This is a very small place and is likely to escape for a long time.
It has been arranged that, if a case of plague occurs, it shall be removed to the
Contagious Diseases Ward near the hospital. This ward will hold two beds.

5. With regard to the protection of Wellington Cantonment, the matter is under

correspondence with the military authorities. £y
8. The district generally.—(1) A camp has been .nearly completed about three-
quarters of a mile down the Sigur Ghdt with t}}e special objeqt of protecting Ootaca-
mund and the plateau. The hospital will afford accommodation -fm"sh_:beenor«more
tients ; the suspect and healthy camps each consist of four huts with necessary
E:t'buil(iings. Inspection is to begin here almost at once. This camp is to be under
the superintendence of the (ivil Surgeon, Ootacamund, from which it is distant about
5 miles. | e
(2) A camp 18 being constructed at Kakanhalla at the frontier on thavand )
Jeading to Nanjangod in Mysore. The special object of this camp is to protect the §
South-Bast Wynaad. Inspection here will probably begin in the middle of the current

e Unhappily the locality is very feverish and it has therefore been decided to
abandon it during the hot weather “and _transfer the establishment to a camp close to
Gidaldr which will be taken in hand shortly,. .. (iw eauiio dlpgl Dig Dol 0l
The camp at Gudaldr will proteet ‘part of the Wynaad and also the Upper |

Plateau. Kakanhalla affords more efficient protection ; but is unin ; :

weather at which time, as the number. of :persong. BAssINE
district is comparatively small, there s not such urgent n
¢n the frombier. .- & Linode Tt 1 68
; V(P3)" Should plague occur in South-Fast Wiynaad, it will

for the protection of the Upper Plateau, to build aapamﬂ:m},,

Sl

whether other suitable localities for camps exist t'there
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estates. The planters are eager, and rightly so, that such itin
be appointed and I believe the plan to be far better and ch
district like this. 1 have also arranged with the District

that he shall instruct vaccinators in the process of inoculation,

(5) 1 have very little belief in eam
that if the plague approaches this district
wvade us. Both the Wynaad and the U

able paths over the hills and through the
them.

Endt. No. 162.
Submitted to Government.

2. Personally I am not in favour of the
it can possibly be avoided. The
certainly begin at once.

3. The use of vaccinators and even hospital assistants as inoculators is also
probably a step that should not be taken without consulting Dr. Bannerman.
Dr. King, this morning told me he thought selected Civil Apothecaries and Assistant

Surgeons might be allowed to inoculate, I doubt if he would recommend any officers
of lower grade.

4. The best chance for the Nilgiris and Wynaad -1

immediale segregation. This ought not to be difficult
undoubtedly #ie important measure.

ies in close observation and
- Immediate segregation is

(Signed) M. HAMMICK,
11tk October 1898. Plague Commaissioner,

—_——

From A. BUTTERWORTH, Esq., 1.C.S,, Acting Collector of the Nilgiris, to the

Plague Commissioner, Madras, dated Ootacamund, 8th October 1898, Ref. on
Cur. No. 1400.

I have to-day received from the Collector of Malabar a copy of telegram sent to
him on the 3rd instant by Government to the effect that plague has broken out in
Mysore city and district. This is the first intimation I have had of the fact.

2. In the ordinary course I should move you,
declare this district to be under observation ; but, if this is done, the elaborate rules
applicable to ordinary districts will come into operation and, considering the character
of this district and the paucity of its population, T think all that is needful can be
done without declaring the district to be under observation. The original rules on

pages 8—21 of the Plague Manual enable the Collector to provide camps, to compel
evacuation of houses, to destroy huts, to detain and

segregate people and generally to
do all that is feasible in such a district as this. arbic s PR 8 o

8. The course which I propdée to take is thérefore as follows :—

As already reported in my letter, dated 5th October 1898, R.C. No. 653,
inspection is beginning on the Sigur ghit and will shortly begin at Kakanhalla on the

as representing Government, to

frontier. The District Board Engineer has been requested to finish the Kakanhalla

camp without delay. :

In the centre of the Wynaad lies its onl important village, Gridalir, which
has a population of about 2,500, The District goard

to set in hand at ouce the construction of a camp near the point where the main roads

of the Wynaad converge. This hospital will be provided with a complete staff under
a hospital assistant, _ : !

et 3=

erating officers should
eaper than any other in a
Medical and Sanitary officer

Ps as a protective measure and am of opinion
y we shall owe it to chance that it does not
pper Plateau can be approached by innumer-
forests and there is no possibility of guarding

use of European Soldiers in towns where
y are not likely to have tact and complaints will almost

Engineer has been instructed

No. 767, 22xp qungnng 1898. o | 5

In addition, effort will be tx}l;ad‘?v to _obta?x_;ﬂ;t,; services of O;hmmt?lmg.ntlto .
isit each village and estate in the Wynaad for e purpose of inoculating people.
Flﬂ whole population of the Wynaad being only about 25,000, it should be possible,
if we only get the anti-toxin, to inoculate a considerable proportion of it in the course
of a few months. , Sr Sy bt
53 Buued SIS i .-«"j;” RO E : il
. EndtN0-234' 5% i ‘ st Lt S anniiy ;
The Plague Commissioner approves of the Collector’s proposal ls. Tt is at present
apparen(t’Iy i;%:nded by Government that-only Commissioned Medical officers should
“inoculate, but if the Collector has a man who can be properly trained for the »wqu
Government will probably allow him to operate in the Wynaad. Sraee e

~ (Signed)

194 October 1898. e

= v et e sl
£ TR e aue SRS SR LT SRAE L

 Order—Mis. No. 1459 P., dated 16th Novemberlsés &
. Recorded with the remark that Government acoep
- Commissioner. e il ¥

i
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i ilgiris, tothe
. YWORTH, Esq., I.C.S. Aetmg pollecmr of the Nilgiris, Pt
Fromsi}ftg;‘{fl)@ommmeﬁt, Eo’cal and Municipal Department (through the = ' |
Plague Commissioner, Madras), dated Ootacamund, 5th October‘18,\98, Ref. on
Cur. No. 653. ;

: morandum, dated 1st October 1898, I have the honour o
to su%lxlnf: ip?ll;::iltgdog—;ﬂn?zf the 1meas’m'efs taken or to be takel? in t]us distriet for =
: i ression of plague. .
s 2 P}' evenz::-n an:dsf—PX site has geen selected and a camp is about to be taken in
2. Oo amrzll\hi; camp will be divided into (@) & hospital camp, () a suspect camp
i eopks onc(:1.lth camp. The hospital is to afford accommodation for 20 beds. The 5
and (¢) af, hﬁ tger pagés of the camp have now to be reconsidered, but it is probable e
s . detall; 0 tsee?zt and healthy camps will eontain eight huts each. '1;11? h:nld_mgs wﬂ] : ;
géagftbii:; iI; mud, the climate necessitating the use of ‘such‘ matey, o
The camp should be complete in a month anil a]:nean?]?;:’o b e e
b aired and run up at the west end pf,vt%le‘ lake 80“1:1(1“5 Bbm‘%i“‘g
6 l.f:)fp Jague occur before the camp 18 b_u}lt, they co Fopi s gt;eg
Thes obu{)lc?ii‘;s could also be used as an addltl_onnl hospital, should
ghi?;?in the camp become overcrqwdgd at any tm.u?. e he
g, If o, ‘ﬁdgue shows further signs of advancing estward

PROCEEDINGS OF THE PLAGUE COMMISSIONER.

_Beap-—the following paper :—
" A - y
g 4 460, Mis. No. 1459 P., dated 16t November 1898,
5/ Read—the following PaPelj/!-—

7
™ From A. BUTTERW §
o\ / Plugue Commissionr, Magas, oy Gt Collector of the Nilgies, o the

: Z in imminent danger under Rule
, ‘ ' Ootacamund to be in Imminen : s
/ Oiic Nk T40b , dated Ootacamund, 8th October 1898, Ref. on Bl et. seq. of the Plague Mannal.l , Lon bl
o e R e Chairman willthen entertain an additional staff o
/ Ve to-day received from th . o s h of the three ecircles int :
/ him on the 3rd instant by Governng;()l:scfﬁ: of Malabar g copy of telegram sent to and one - for each of the hrec e

/ Mysore city and diftrict. This is the first intinf:tl;ie:; ;hﬁgvglﬁudeo? ::]sleb;:(ien %, 1
/ 5 2. t11:1 t(lllga t:irdtmmy course I shoulq move you, as representing Gover;lment, e

/ are 115 1strict to bg ux:lder qbservatmn; but, if this is done, the elaborate rul
// :Fﬂﬁ:b dfs tt:l (;rdlngrzh;hstnc?: w%l come into operation and, oonsi’derfn; ihe clmraor t::
an aucity of it i . x
/ done without declaring I:;he diystl'iet :0 Pb;)ep‘;]z?::)o{ think allthat 18 !le‘edfnl can be

7 ages 821 of the Plague Manual enable the Collery % The o i
7 evacuation of hou_ses, to destroy huts, to detain an d‘:‘; T to provide eamps/to compel

do all that is feasible in such a distriot as this, gregate people and generally to

3. The course which T Propose to take is th
eref "

¥ As already reported in SRS A

: A8 ly 1 my lgtter, dated 5t October 6
inspection is beginning on the 8 hat ¢ ; r 1898, R.C. No. 653,
frontier: Tho District Board Enggnxrx égera}t::snge:;n rseh(')lrtly begin at Kakanhalla on the -
camp without delay. Quested to finish tne Kakanhalla
In the centre of the W PR g B ¥
¥ has a population of about 2',‘50({11?3&3%::;::1 Wf""‘f& Giidalr, which
t(; s;elt 1€V hand at ouce the construction of g camp near the point l;vher b:;: me‘mﬁ’a
of the Wynaad converge. Thig bospital will pe provided with e $tile main md =
a hospital assistant, ' st et i Vith a complete staff m“ﬂﬁ"

s Taspoctors wil, iy opiair

mﬂer a sin
ivisional

1

cannot

In addition, effort will bR s ok ; Ty
visit each village and estato in mfwt&?;ﬁ“}‘;,‘b&e’e’““ of & hospital assistant
The whole population of the Wyﬂla&‘bein’g 5 ,Mnrpose of inoculating peo
Of a 16y monthdrassd 0N o o

T o WJ\:X bi¥ --).\‘. i~k N%‘ .ki-‘w 4

The Plague Commissioner approves of the Call,
apparently intended by Government that only Con
nocule but if. U hﬂs-ﬂ.

who
Government w :
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patients ;'the suspect apd healthy camps each consist of four huts with necessary
out-buildings. Inspection is to begin here almost at once. This eamp is to be under

the superintendence of the Civil Surgeon, Ootacamund, from which it is distant about
5 miles.

(2) A camp is being constructed at Kakankalla at the frontier on the road
leading to Nanjangod in Mysore. The special object of this camp is to protect the
South-BEast Wynaad. Inspection here will probably begin in the middle of the current
month.

Unhappily the locality is very feverish and it has therefore been decided to
abandon it during the hot weather and transfer the establishment to a camp close to
Gudaldr which will be taken in hand shortly.

The camp at Gudalir will protect part of the W and also the Upper
Plateau. Kakanhalla affords more efficient protection ; but is uninhabitable in the hot
weather at which time, as the number of persons passing from Mysore into this
district is comparatively small, there is not such urgent necessity for protection rights
on the frontier.

(3) Should plague occur in South-East Wynaad, it will probably be necessary,
for the protection of the Upper Plateau, to build a camp on the Gddalir ghat. In the
course of my approaching tour in the Wynaad, I shall also make enquiries as to
whether other suitable localities for camps exist there. My present information leads

- me to believe that Kakanhalla and Guddaldr are the only places where they would be

useful.
(4) If plague spreads westward through Mysore, it will probably be. necessary

to declare this district to be under observation, but I do not propose to follow strictly o]
the rules relative to districts under observation. The plague rules may be suitable
for ordinary distriets, but they are not well fitted for application to the N il@%; Here

we have two towns, one or two petty villages and a pumber of minute hamlets
scattered over a considerable area of mountain and forest. The towns will make their
own arrangements. . To protect the villages and hamlets it would, in my opinion, be
absurd to employ the elaborate ambulance and cordon staffs preseribed by the rules or
to partition the district into observation circles of five miles radius each under an
Inspector. The cost would be great and the results altogether disproportionate.
Before the cumbrous ambulance staff had reached a remote hamlet, the place would
generally, I should say, have beep decimated or deserted and in fact, nearly every-
ghere, the ambulance staff could find no places to put up in on its march or at its
estination.

I propose then, when the district is declared under observation, to divide it into
such circles as I think expedient, and to ‘place in each a hgspital assistant with a
supply of serum and with instructions to travel aboutin his oir£e to inoculate all who
are willing, giving particular attention to the large gangs of coolies employed on—
estates. The planters are eager, and rightly so, that such itinerating officers should
be appointed and I believe the plan to be far better and cheaper than any othst in
district like this. I have also arranged with the District Medical and Sanitary - officer
that he shall instruct vaccinators in the process of inoculation. ;

(5) I have very little bel§e£ in eamps as a protective measure and am of opinion
that if the plague approaches this district, we shall owe it to chance that it does not
invade us.  Both the Wynaad and the Upper Plateau can be approached by innumer-
:}tl)le‘paths over the hillsand through the forests and there is no possibility of guarding

em. i

——

Endt. No. 162.
Submitted to Government.

2. Personally I am not in favour of the use of European Soldiers in towns where
it can possibly be avoided. They are not likely to have tact and complaints will almost
certainly begin at once. , il

. No. 767, 22xp Noveuser 1898. 5

3. The use of vaccinators and even hospi.tal assistants as inoculators is also
probably a step that should not be taken without consulting Dr. Bannerman.
Dr. King, this morning told me he thought selected Civil Apothecaries and Assistant
Surgeons might be allowed to inoculate. I doubt if he would recommend any officers '
of lower grade. el b

4. The best chance for the Nilgiris and Wynaad lies in close observation and
immediate segregation. This ought not to be difficult. /Zmmediate segregation is
undoubtedly #ze important measure, ¥

(Signed)

&

{ .2‘" j A

- i i b\

Order—Mis. No. 1459 P., dated 16th November 1898. . Wi
Recorded with the remark that Government accepts the views of the Plague

M. HAMMICK, :
Commissioner. M

112k October 1898.

Commissioner.

(True Extract.)

(Sfgued)  H TREWENHEERE,
: - Secretary to Government.

To the Collector of the Nilgiris.
»  Plague Commissioner.

ProceepiNes—No. 767, dated 22nd November 1898.
| Recorded.
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