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Mmufhﬁmhm,

Khosroo Lodge,Nesbid Lane,

Mazgaon,Bombay.

Dear Sir,
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ear 1896/97,Mr.Hankin,whose special share of work on the Bubonic Pla-

e Research Committee was to trace the plague microbes in natufe,has,

or over 12 months,worked upon different objects and materials taken

from most infected places,and tried a large number of methods for detet -

ng the plague microbes there,without having in a single instance suc-

seeded in demonstrating satisfactorily the probability - of plague micro

sbes being present therejand it is absolutely certain that in the few
ases which he very kindly submitted to my examination,and where he be-

wved to have hit upon microbes of a suspicious nature,those were not

ague microbes.
In the former publications of Dr.Yersin,from China,there is

5 statement of his having detected plague microles in the soil and flied

in Bombay as to the manner in whiech he ascer-—

fhen questioned,however,

ained the plague nature of the microbes there detected,he was unable

‘to give a satisfactory replys

There are up to now only two pathogenic microbes which have

been identified in nature,outside the patient’s body,with a conclusive :

@ount of certainty. These are: the pacillus of anthrax detected by

ves where anthrax cattle nad been buried;

psteur on the surface of gra

and'ﬂicolaiers tetanus bacillus,detected in horse dung and garden s01il

x‘lta sato.

As to the identity of the microbes found in water and food
2 and typhoid, though
M‘-& N

tuff,and believed to have been microbes of choler
many occasions, in none,up

these discoveries have been announced on very

o0 now,was the result found to be beyond dlspute. In all the four in-

Iy

cesses of examination 8re required, last-

mw<,

stanceb however,compllcated pro

ing,as regards time,for at least a few days.

Tt is possiple that by a method,which almost unavoidably must

“ind itself amongst those enumerated by Dr.Lawrie(staining; microscopic

ngmination;inoculating into rats, into rabbits;cultivating in sterile

edia),the plague microbe will indeed be identified In naturejand this

efforts in that direction;but for a considerable

@aboratory is making
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