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SUBJECT,



Tis Excellency the Right
o Honorable Governor in Council,

FoRrT SAINT GEORGE, :
MADRAS.

pLEase Yoo Exceriexcr:—

The undermentioned inhabitants of Tadpatri town, Anantapur District most humbly
nd respectfully beg leave to be allowed to approach Your Excellency with the memorial
containing the following facts and prayers for your merciful and sympathetic consideration ;
your memorialists feel hi aly grateful for the marked distinction with which you were pleased
bscen ’ prayers of your subjects in the course of your touring during
our memorialists have the pleasure to find in you a “ Peoples’
- a perfectly open mind to discussion of all the great questions
he n sts therefore earnestly pray that Yonr Excellency will give
2l L p: E%ﬂt’ﬂheanﬁg, and a calm consideration with your usual good will towards

the people that are committed to your care.

2. Your memorialists beg to submit that all the signatories to this representative
mahazar are the residents of Tadpatri town and that they have availed of this opportunity to

come forward with the prayer that the proposals contained in the Notification published in the
A of Anantapur Page 30 dated 1st February 1898 with regard to constituting

tb'del’ire for one.

: 3. Your memorialists beg to point out that what is called Tadpatri town is not one
series of compact buildings but comprised of several portions of detached clusters of houses such
as “The Reddy paliem,” “ the Turpu paliem)” “ the Kotta paliem” and ““ the Sunkulamma
paliem.” None of the above paliems is inhabited by any well-to-do classes of persons but
by agricultural ryots &. These ryots in general do not own decent houses. Small mud
walled hut-like houses with roofing put up with inferior sort of Jungle wood is all the abode

. of these ryot population. They are not at all in well-to-do circumstances. On the other |
hand they ar very impoverished condition. Ever since they were visited by the Famiine |

92 thes ~been a gradual deterioration in their circumstances. None of them were,
in fact, in'a position to lay by any portion of their income from the year 1892. What little
they conld realize every year was hardly enough for themselves and their dependents. To
crush’tbmrfwﬂier down there was the formidable Famine of 1897 which needs no descrip-
tion in detail. Many a ryot had to resort to Famine relief operations opened by yonr !
Government. For want of fodder the livestock owned by these ryots partly perished. -To
secure seed grain necessarv to sow portions of their fields at least they had to part with what

- little they possessed in the shape of native jewellery. This is one of the villages where kist
collections were postponed on account of the adversity of the season and consequent inability
of ryots to pay anything. The memorialists beg to assure Your Excellency that they have
not been in the least restored but on the other hand they have been struggling for their very

existenco. The other variety of class of people that lives in these paliems more especially in
Reddy paliem is the weaving class. = (Salaes and Thogatas). Even in ordinary times—nay
in good seasons—these are proverbial classes for their poverty. Had it not been for the
timely opening of the weavers’ depdt here and the issue of yarn in the shape of advances
not one of these weavers would have survived the effects of the last Famine; even now this
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general, are their chief customers on credit.
m are generally poverty-stricken and their resources lie in ‘the rent they get
Inams they hold. These Inams were a1] either left waste or yielded nothing last
0 nothing can immediately be expected from this class of customers,
Thirdly:—Some merchants

, used to trade in Mund; business,
of different kinds of grain, salt, sugar, jaggery &c. and di
y retail system. In this wa i

¥ Tadpatri was once the centre of

at a time when people of K
ira and Anantapur Talugs used to get commodities from T
of a nearer Railway Station. Times have since changed. T

ry important station all round
rts and imports direct from Madras,
hungry children.

 the medium of Tadpatri. This is how Tadpatri has
i ) it ief centres for commerce. Consequently there has
5. Now coming to pefa and its .d’w.“ :
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sposing of the same for
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Fourthly:—Some merchants tried their chances with grain trade.
; hing themselves all at once they went on importing grain largely
tch much market ¥8i gy market suddenly became dull and they were obliged to sell away the
ot less than 25 per cent. The foy merchants that used to go in for co
_;losaes during the year 1

896 on account of the unforeseen fluctnations in cotton rates.
 Was no cotton crop at all during the succeeding year (

1897) and so the loss they had
in 1896 still stands good against tkem.
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case of these unfortunate Mahamadans thuM
to the earnings of a male as they are by. ‘
owing to their “ gosha” system. The me:‘t
for the gratuitous relief afforded to them

About the Brahmins the less said the better. Not one Brahmin has a particular
his livelihood. The Brahmins who are the permanent residents of this place are
8 Porohits of the town or mere land holders.

. Both as a Prohit and a land-holder
Brahmin is yet poor. As land-holders they had very little or no income whatever
he year 1897.

Official year Tax Official year. Tax.

Rs. 995 1893—94 Rs. 1104

| 942 1894—95 , 1107

form of village relief the results would have . :: o feo j’ 1o

pray Your Excellency to pardon and panse s 994 1896—97 5 1419

l;lasses will have the bones to bear the m » 904 150607 )

7. The present condition of the ,

cannot be denied that the Komali class

bove statement Your Excellency will be pleased to observe that year after
dy increase in the amount of house tax. This is not owing to the corres-

the number of houses as will be seen from the appended table. Then it

fession consists in trading in wmm ,‘
it may be said that those who havess
Leen able to collect their interest nf |

iy
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has to be considered whether it is due to the improvements affected on each house, It is:
even so. Then the only reason why tax was raised should have been because the Talu

Board or the Union willed so. In evidence of this there are records to show that almost every year
a number of appeals were preferred against the unreasonable and heavy taxation by the

Panchayat which were formally disposed of by the Taluk Board. It was not long ago that
your memorialists submitted a monstorous memorial tothe Madras Government seeking

redress against the arbitrary way in which tax on all the houses was raised by the altera-
tion of the maximum value of the buildings. That mahazar discloses the intensity of the
feeling which your memorialists have been entertaining ever since the tax was raised. The
constitution of this town into a Municipality and consequent imposition of additional taxes
especially at a time when the stress of the seasonis being felt as a standing circumstance

will be indeed very cruel.

10. The following statement will in one view disclose the number of houses under

each class during the last five years.
Year. = 1st class. 2nd class. 3rd class. 4th class. 5th class. 6th class. Total.

1893—94 46 42 128 301 560 1117 2194
1894—95 45 45 124 310 554 1125 2203
1895—96 90 14 215 376 645 895 2235
1896—97 84 28 218 378 697 907 2812
1897—98 84 46 197 382 691 883 - 2283

From the above Your Excellency will be pleased to observe that the sudden rise in
the number of first class houses during the year 1895-1896 is simply due to the resolution
passed by the Taluk Board to raise each succeeding class to the one above it. The consider-
able fall in the number of the 2nd class of houses is also noticeable. The reduction in the
number of each succeeding class has tended to increase the namber under the preceding
classes. Thus tax on houses was abnormally raised and your memorialists are already
sufficiently burdened.

11. The subjoined statement will show the principle upon which ta.x is assessed and
collected and the amount of tax on each class of house.

Description. 7 Class. Tax collected. PRemarks.
Houses of the value of Rs. 1,000 and 1st 3-12-0 ;

upwards. .
Houses of the value of Rs. 700 & below 1000.  2nd 2- 4-0
2 400 700. 3rd 1- 8-0
= 900 © ,, 400.  4th 0-12-0
2 10075 1900, Bl 0- 6-0
¥ 15 e 0- 3-0

12. Your memorialists beg to submit that the collection of tax at the above rates is being
bitterly complained against and as such it is no wonder that your memorialist should plead
their inability to bear either any alteration in the rate or in the principle so as to increase the

amount of taxation on houses. Your memorialists reasonably suppose that municipal adminis--

tration will not content itself with the present amount of house tax realized. They know also
that Municipality cannot afford to do it for the simple reason that the estimated expenditure
under the would be Municipality has been laid down as over Rs. 9500. Your memorialists
are further aware of the fact that taxes under other heads also will be introduced. This is
what has been frightening them a geat deal. Tax on arts will be the 1st item to be intro-
duced under section 53 of Act IV of 1884 as amended by Madras Act ITI of 1897. Under
this head tax on profession, trades and callings also will be included according to schedule A
of the above Act. The majority of your memorialists will be brought under some class or
the other and taxed in pursuance of the general provisions of that schedule. If for want of
a substantial living by one profession and calling any of your memorialists happens to adopt
any other profession also he will and must be charged for all the professions he adopts and
the callings he holds although it may be that the income of all the several professions put
together will not quite restore him t6 his former position lost by him on account of frequent
visitations of famines and the inevitable losses. It will be that many of those that come
under this head will be the owners of housés also and as such liable to pay house tax. To

%

esent rates in the present circumstances is being felt by your memo-

sssing it will be to your memorialists to pay increased house tax plus

, rts and professions. The miserable weavers above described and some
classes also will come under the category of “artizans”—and be taxed. Surely

y hard to tax this class of your memorialists especially this year. Tax on

ut springs under section 85 and tax on animals under section 77 will be the

taxes. Under this head all one bullock cart owners (poor Mahamadaus) and

mes some he or she buffaloes are indispensible for an agricultural ryot. Cattle dung
manure is everything for a ryot. To cart manure to fields outside the town ryots have very
~ often to pass the gates of the Municipal town paying tolls. Even for taking a license for

~ the whole or half an year he has to pay the fee for the license which withoat difficulty he

cannot do. To secure manure for his ficlds each ryot has to maintain a certain number of
cattle according to his means and circumstances. If these cattle are to be paid for there can
be no severer hardship imaginable especially in the present miserable condition. An estimate
of Rs. 4000 is put down as tax on arts. This is indeed a large sum when compared with the
arts &c. that are carried on in this town. The fact of income tax having been reduced in the
case of some of your memorialists during this year is in evidence to show that the local autho-
rities are fully aware of the real state of things existing here. It is not without enquiry,
strici serutiny of accounts, and thorough satisfaction of evidence that the tax is ever

reduced at all.

13. Your memorialists have the information that the Collector of this District had
written to Your Excellency’s Government to postpone the constitution of Tadpatri into a
Municipality until some better times. When compared with the results of the last year this
year is no doubt better. But if the results of this year are compared with those of any of
the previous years of plenty they are not as good at least.

% 4 Your memorialists respectfully beg to point out that it is an unfortunate cir-
cumstance that Tadpatri should have been the first in this district within the view of the
Government for the introduction of a Muuicipality while there are better towns like Gooty and
Hindapur. Properly speaking Gooty should be tried first and Tadpatri next. No doubt
Municipality was once experimented upon at Gooty but it proved a failure. But since then
both Gooty Town and the Railway premises near the station have undergone marvellous
improvements. Of late many additional buildings have sprang up near the Railway station
and those with the town will no doubt become a good Muanicipal town. This your memorialists
do not suggest because it is now their turn to answer. But your,memorialists trust that the
important and responsible officials of the District will also agree with them if a reference

be made to them about this.

15. In conclusion your memorialists most hambly pray that this memorial may be
considered as the joint objection appeal made by all the inhabitants of Tadpatri town under
clause 3 of section 4 of Act IV of 1884 and the same may, if Your Excellency considers
necessary, be forwarded to the District Collector (or authorities) for remarks before Your
Excellency proceeds to finally dispose of this memorial. Your Excellency memorialists crave
for your sympathy and mercy to pardon them for reiterating their request of not giving effect
to the notification published at page 30 of the District Gezette of Anantapur dated Ist February
1898 before personally hearing the objections of a deputation of some of the respectable
gentlemen of the place before the ,Collector of the District. Your memorialists further pray
that the District Collector may be requested to proceed to Tadpatri, hear the objections of the
people, see the town and its condition perscnally and then to submit this memorial to Your
Excellency with his own remarks.

For this act of justice Your Excellency’s memorialists most respectfully and loyally beg

to remain.
Your most humble servants,

TADPATRI, }
-7 = February 1598,
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