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* Fairs and Festivals.
» Recording, with remarks, the report on t estival held at Tiruvannimalai, South
Arcot district, in Deoembex 1897. .
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From L. M. WYNCH, Fsq. Acting Collector of South A
Government, Local and Municipal Department (thrgﬁg‘g :}(;ethgaggtoretary to
missioner), dated Cuddalore, 8th J anuary 1898, No, 1§-Eng ttary Com-

I have the honour to submit in original the report of My, M
late Sub-Collector of this district, and now Acting Clt))l]ector o; Kuﬁiﬁmig f{haza, Khar_l’
gai festival of last year which took place at Tiruvanndmalai anq lésted fe i
November 1897 to 6th December 1897, . oo irom: 28th

2. The public health is reported to have heen very good. There
cases of cholera which were all imported cases. Prompt anq effecti
taken to prevent the disease spreading. Passengers alighting from ¢,
fully inspected this year to detect possible plague cases and the Aoer
Indian Railway very kindly made arrangements to facilitate such ing ti
two cases of theft are reported to have occurred. The police arras ection. (Qp]
excellent and reflect credit on Messrs. Hunt and Sandell, hut I L8 Were
Raza Khan reports that the number of constables detailed fur’ sanitary dut Uhammad
sufficient to guard the many sources of water-supply in the town Yy du
Medical and Sanitary Officer is of the same opinion.  Mr. Stuart reco
year that the total police force to be employed should be rajseq to g]g(l)ended last
number appears to be necessary. and this

3. Mr. Muhammad Raza Khan’s devotion to duty was again cons
occasion and the success which attended the arrangements made tq
public health is mainly attributable to his zeal and energy. . Thanksg
the Principal Medical officer of the South Indian Railway and hig gtq
rendered in the work of inspecting passengers arriving by trains,

were only five
Ve steps were
4108 were care.
1t of the Suuth

picuoug on thig
safegnarq the
are also dye tq
ft for assistance

—

ENcrosurzs,

From MUHAMMAD RAZA KHAN, Esq., Sub-Collector ond Tohit p _
Arcot, in charge of the late Triuvanndmalaj Karthigai (f)é:tiag ;igtlzt:ite of South
and Magistrate, South Arcot, dated Kurnool, 23rd December 1897 l(irooollector

)

I have the honour to report on the Ti 4malai K . A-1,
ave _ ¢ Liruvanngmalai Karthioai festi :
It commenced on the 28th ultimo and lasted for ten days. T&Ee e:gt:?; of this yegar,
tinued to be held for two days after the close of the festival. market, ¢op.

2. The gathering this year was larger than that of the .

put down at 80,000 as against 60,000 last year, The number il,iiog’tzzrband %ught. be
the ten days of the_ testival came to 29,017. Judging the magnitude ofyt}fal .dur_m

assembled from railway arrivals only, the current year ranks third am, e Pllgnn_ls
years since 1892 when this town Was connected by rail with the other I;gtthe Six
presidency ; the highest number imported, 39,642, oceurring in 1894 parts of the
portion of the pilgrims go round the sacred hill here on the last day of th Bfa large
I caused a census of the pilgrims to be taken at one of the toll-gates on ik eh?stlval,
on that day between 6-30 a.x. and 4 p.y., and this counting gave ng 5() 0()0e 111 road
This shows that the estimated number of the gathering may be takep asPIIgrlms,

mately correct. approxi.

{
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3. The weather throughout the festival was clear. The nights were however
very dewy. The clear weather accounts partly for the increase in the mumber of
pilgrims this year. There were some heavy showers of rain just before the commence-

ment of the festival.

4. The sanitary arrangements this year were made on the same elaborate scale ag
that sketched out by Dr. King and adopted in the last two years. A portion of the
additional sanitary staff commenced work ten days prior to the beginning of the festival.
This staff was gradually increased to the full sanctioned strength before the actual
commencement of the festival. The increased staff was kept up till five days after the
festival when it was gradually disbanded in five days. Thus the additional sanitary
staff worked this year for thirty days instead of twenty days as hlthqrto. The strength
of the staff during the full swing of the festival and for some time after it was 5
sanitary inspectors, 5 maistries, 18 peons, 126 toties and 85 sweepers. The tempo-
rary staff was provided with huts to live in. The inspectors were iUPDlShed with
ponies to work properly amidst the assembled crowds. The town and the hill eircuit
were divided into wards as in the last year and kept neatand tidy. Rubbish and night-
soil were duly carted to the depdt selected for the purpose. The town was lit up by
night as usual. The residents were made to whitewash their houses and clean their
backyards just prior to the festival. A very large extent of prickly-pear, &e.,
close to the town and in the cattle market was also removed. The food-supplies were
regularly examined and the numerous chattrams in the town daily visited to see that
wholesome articles were sold or distributed in those places. A number of ineinerators

were used to burn rubbish.

5. Seventy-two moveable tatti latrines. were put up and furnished with water-
pots, tarred receptacles and lights. Eaech latrine had a toty allotted to it, A latrine on
the medified Jewish system was provided in one of the fields used last year for the same
purpose. Thre inter-stational latrines provided last year by the railway company were
not opened this year, as they were, it is eaid, not availed of by the pilgrims.

6. All the tanks in the town were duly conserved and washing of eloths was
strictly prohibited in them all. Sign-boards were hung at each to indicate whether it
was a bathing tank, drinking-water tank or a closed tank. Washing was permitted
on banks provided with dhoby stones, and tin tubs outside a few selected tanks.
Unprotected wells were barricaded and closed. All sources of water-supply were
carefully guarded by the police and the municipal peons, The public tanks and wellg
and also the wells in the principal chattrams were regularly disinfected by the ecivil
apothecary and the chief sanitary inspector. The important bathing tank known as
Indrathirtham or Tyenkolam, in which all the pilgrims bathe first, was barricaded
as usual and the ingress and egress thereto duly regulated. Buthing within it was
permitted only after the pilgrims had taken a preliminary bath outside it,

7. The cattle market usuvally held here about the close of the festival was
attended by about 20,000 cattle against 25,000 last year. The decrease is probably
due to the enhanced rate of four annas per head of cattle levied this year as against
one anna per head last year. Almost all the cattle that arrived were sold, purchasers
for the same having come from all the southern distriets and from Ceylon. There was
plenty of grain and dry fodder and water for the cattlg. There was no cattle disease,
except two cases of foot and mouth disease. A stock mspector was present, the Cattle
Disease Act having been temporarily extended to this town., Five hospital pounds had
also been constructed for their isolation. Two large sheds for the use of the cattle
dealers and four other sheds for the police and the inspecting staff had also been
erected. The cattle lines were re-arranged this year at the suggestion of the Superin-
tendent of Police, and this admitted of easier supervision of the lines. A separate staff
of 12 maistries and 107 sweepers was engaged with 15 carts in keeping the market in
a sanitary condition,

8. The processions of the god were closed early every night at my instance. I
attended them in company with the Superinténdent of Police and his assistants, Messrs,
Hun* and Sandell.
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9. The police arrangements made were excellent. There were n i
heavy crimes except three cases of theft—one of them is reported to b: f‘iﬁzzd? o
is under trial before the Statjonary Sub-Magistrate, the property lost havi,n ﬂo}i;her
recovered, and the third relating to the loss of stamps is under pc;lice investigftio Ifen

With reference to paragraph 3 of the G.O., No. 563 M., dated -
on the festival report of the last year, the stren,gth of the pcilicetefgris t?oﬁ?e% 1897,
has been fixed by the Inspector-General at 3 inspectors, 15 head const: sl estival
905 constables. OF this number, 4 head constables and 50 constables p les, g
detailed for sanitary purposes. As these were found insufficient for the only were
of the many sources of water-supply in this town, it would be indeed a protection
tage if more men (say 2 more head constables and 20 constables) couﬁr f’t?et ::dvan(i
pare

‘for the purpose.

10. The public health was very good. Five
‘ ( ] i cases ;
ftihe third festival day ; three of .these proved fatal, andofhghoéefa were imported on
ve pilgrims who came from Tinnevelly »id Trichinopol y()e onged fo a batoh of
ﬁ;ﬁ&i}ffﬁ:‘%}mg Wltilh th(’a il.sease by rail and detained byyt.he ’v&ed‘of Ithem who was
ion on the Is 7as 1 by

infected person was picked wstant, was in; a convalescent Stage. Th o

better, he managed tp up quite insensible on the hj]] I ¢ one remainin
e had’on o iesiu geeﬁ:;f:ttzo;n Zhe cholera shed by night ;?:bd.t h 0 sooner he goig
3 i . ported to have ¢ ; o ! . ] no
miles from Tiruvanndmalai. There were :wzfz)ngfzzg e Tirukkdy?fl)f?lzfasltdqtmug
cases of sudden d £ Sl 29

were not well understood, Th 7
ekl i ; | ese were treated g lci ' eatl wh
estroy promptly the oo, poisons ;rl;ilélzl(;ust (i;zses, and al] Zze(;g:;ﬂes
opted. Two ch y
olera shedy

‘with out-houses for staff 1
: and kitche
accommodation of pl i 2 and. tyoish .
-assistants to treat fhaglile patlent:s s kept 1oad edsT e et e
e Y occur. One of these hospital age; attend to pl, 0spital
] amp assisted us in the R assistants who wags not
g » : Ob required ip

“the festival and heartil
! y helped me t ;
made on the lines indicated b 0 Perfect the el 2o
y Dr. King. Dy Ol aborate sanita oughout
2 . 1ver, the 8 Yy a:I'I‘angemenm

Physician, with four medical

A bordinat : u

festival and took up the t;:k of ates, remaineq h, perintend; i

: ; ; of conditet; : ere for ng Rail

to detect epidemics, if any. The (:iI;olrl; ti)l}g:d(]l: letl_{ the exam?n[:t(;)iztnthef Whole Of“;?le
railw . 01 the pj :

the nearest stations on either si
’ er side of Ti . Way carrig,
it, and the passengers were examj ruvannamalai wh 8€S were |
amined as they loft ], en the trajng ocked up 5
e carri Proceeded toyg
i rds

i i i
nspections, and I am perfectly satisfied that n age. L
0 inconvenionge of anas Present at thege

by the examination to the

passengers ; th il

Dr. Marsden was present at some of éhes:yinzgigé ly submitteq Y XInd wag caygeq
ons, '

with a head constable and six extra constableg ailwa i
Was present at the ply fp°llee inspector

11. The d Wl
year,l e tanksazggrvgjllzh:oﬁlllg 1}?;?': pt:demic Spreading wag
: een eas; ve
E«?ﬁ z’h‘i;:atsogviﬁcéiﬁh ?1}:0191"4 prevailed ip ?:ililsytgﬁﬂlted by inze%:gat' As in Jagt
Wab hatdally tmrorts dgintg &me of the festiva] At Sat a place aboutP :
iR g, DR x: zown at an early stage ‘1f0h a Criticg] jun
permises (where they werg f Py Segregation anq ¢ oL the festiyg) wh
fairly proved, I think, th t‘?und)., coupled with the te thorough disinfen the crowds
indicated by Dr. Kiae cory Pite of disadvang i Sanitary gy, ection of the
y Dr. King could sufficiently o, ee]:ggi’ such sanif, aITgements, Risie
€ Spread of angements
th as

experience of this year may be tak
e en as g : :
Lee in his endorsement on the festiva] repol:'fPIYmg the craeiy b ® disease. T}

dated 9th April 1896 of 1 :
this disease gunng th’eai;swzo ;?:v?ﬁicaey of these ailg'fnemb()died in Gl'gqulred by Dr.
by me as kindly advised by Dr lo]lg years w Sements, 1pe No. 700 L,
plague. ;

g supports thi Ar arrangen, munity from,
0 cases of

o
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12. The cost of the festival arrangem i :
the plague sheds put up, and the receip%s ineltlltli lsiai};ogﬁ f:;-kifi? SRe e fhad et
booth collections and sale-proceeds, &e., would certainly be not bel?vs’ ﬁ:rg,s;ggfi TH

13. Although I am fully alive to the defects and difficulties in the actual
carrying out of these arrangements, yet the conduct of the festival this year may be
pronounced a successful one, notwithstanding the occurrence of few cholera cases
which were not of local origin, they were very speedily detected and eradicated

without being allowed to spread.
to Messrs. Hunt and Sandell for

14. T have in conclusion to offer my best thanks
the very admirable police arrangements
O. Krishnaswamy Iyer, Tahsildar .(zm excellent officer)- made for preserving order and peace, to
e Surgeon-Major Marsden for his valuable

(1)
nd Muhammad Khan, Police : Ly
help and advice to me anent the sanitation

(2) V. Rungaswamy Iyer,
(3) Koomarswamy Pillai a

Inspectors.
4) Moothuswamy Pillai, Civil Apothecary. s
Eﬁ) Koman Meno}x’l and joseph, Hospital Assistants. of the tOWD, and lastly to the _marglnally
(6) Venkat Bao, Railway Police Inspector. _ named officers who have heartily co-oper-
Naidu and Arinigiri Moodely, Municipal s
ated with me to produce the good results

(7) Appaswami
Councillors. )
achieved. My thanks are also due to

Captain Shelly, R.E., and Dr. Oliver for their ready co-operation in the matter of the

inspection of pilgrims, for providing a very large shed at the station at a cost of Rs. 500
ing the pilgrims and for information of arrivals and departures

for accommodating
furnished to me.

15. The usual tabular report of the local medical officer with Dr. Marsden’s
endorsement received by me rather late is herein ¢nclosed.
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Epidemics.

, South Arcot d
glad to say that th
llent and the res;ultte;ss

28th November to 7th December 1897.
Conservancy.

S. MUTHUSWAMY, PILLAY
)

No. 3098.

Forwarded to the Sub-Collector, South Arcot,.
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{ il GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From L. M. WYNCH, Esq., Acting Collector of South Arcot, to the Secretary to
Government, Local and Municipal Department (through the Sanitary Com-
i ” missioner), dated Cuddalore, 8th January 1898, No. 18-Eng.

I have the honour to submit in original the report of Mr. Muhammad Raza Khan,
late Sub-Collector of this district, and now Acting Collector of Kurnool, on the Karthi-
gai festival of last year which took place af Tiruvanndmalai and lasted from 28th
November 1897 to 6th December 1897.

:

y 9. The public health is reported to have been very good. There were only five
? cases of cholera which were all imported cases. Prompt and effecfive steps were
( 3 taken to prevent the disease spreading. Passengers alighting from trains were care-
‘ fully inspected this year to detect possible plague cases and the Agent of the Svuth
Indian Railway very kindly made arrangements to facilitate §uch inspection. Only

‘ : two cases of theft are reported to have occurred. The police arrangements were o

- excellent and reflect credit on Messrs. Hunt and Sandell, but Mr. Muhammad
i Raza Khan reports that the number of constables detailed for sanitary duty was not

: sufficient to guard the many sources of water-supply in the town and the District

{ : Medical and Sanitary Officer is of the same opinion. Mr. Stuart recommended last
B year that the total police force to be employed should be raised to 250 and this s
E number appears to be necessary.
’ 4 8. Mr. Muhammad Raza Khan’s devotion to duty was again conspicuous on this ,
( occasion and the success which attended the arrangements made to safeguard the=

: public health is mainly attributable to his zeal and energy. Thanks are also due to ,/
I thie Principal Medical officer of the South Indian Railway and his staff for assistance *

rendered in the work of inspecting passengers arriving by trains. .
'y B
i ENCLOSURES.
From MUHAMMAD RAZA KHAN, Esq., Sub-Collector and Joint Magistrate of South

b 4/ g Arcot, in charge of the late Triuvanndmalai Karthigai festival, to the Collector
; : and Magistrate, South Arcot, dated Kurnool, 23rd December 1897, No. A-1.

I have the honour to report on the Tiruvanndmalai Karthigai festival of this year.
' ‘ ¥ It commenced on the 28th ultimo and lasted for ten days. The cattle market con-
; ik tinued to be held for two days after the close of the festival.

2. The gathering this year was larger than that of the last year and might be
put down at 80,000 as against 60,000 last year. The number imported by rail during
the ten days of the festival came to 29,017. Judging the magnitude of the pilgrims
assembled from railway arrivals only, the current year ranks third among the six
years since 1892 when this town was connected by rail with the other parts of the
presidency ; the highest number imported, 39,642, occurring in 1894. As a large
portion of the pilgrims go round the sacred hill here on the last day of the festival,
I caused a census of the pilgrims to be taken at one of the toll-gates on the hill road
on that day between 6-30 A.M. and 4 p.x1., and this counting gave us 50,000 pilgrims,
This shows that the estimated| number of the gathering may be taken as approxi-
mately correct. \
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3. The weather throughout"the festival was'clear. The nights were however .

very dewy. The clear weather accounts partly for the increase in the number of
pilgrims this year. There were some heavy showers of rain just before the commence-
ment of the festival.

4. The sanitary arrangements this year were made on the same elaborate scale as
that sketched out by Dr. King and adopted in the last two years. A portion of the
additional sanitary staff commenced work ten days prior to the beginning of the festival.
This staff was gradually increased to the full sanctioned strength before the actual
commencement-of the festival.  The increased staff was kept up till five days after the
festival when it was gradually disbanded in five days. Thus the additional sanitary
staff worked this year for thirty days instead of twenty days as hitherto. The strength
of the staff during the full swing of the festival and for some time after it was 5
ganitary inspectors, 5 maistries, 18 peons, 126 toties and 85 sweepers. The tempo-
rary staff was provided with huts to live in. The inspectors were furnished with
ponies to work properly amidst the assembled crowds. The town and the hill cireuit
were divided info wards as in the last year and kept neatand tidy. Rubbish and night-
goil were duly carted to the dep6t selected for the purpose. The town was lit up by
night as usual. The residents were made to whitewash their houses and clean their
backyards just prior to the festival. A very large extent of prickly-pear, &e.,
close to the town and in the cattle market was also removed. The food-supplies were
regularly examined and the numerous chattrams in the town daily visited to see that
wholesome articles were sold or distributed in those places. A number of incinerators

were used to burn rubbish.

5. Seventy-two moveable tatti latrines were put up and furnished with water-
pots, tarred receptacles and lights. Lach latrine had a toty allotted to it. A latrine on
the modified Jewish system was provided in one of the fields used last year for the same
purpose. The inter-stational latrines provided last year by the railway company were
not opened this year, as they were, it is said, not availed of by the pilgrims.

6. All the tanks in the town were duly conserved and washing of cloths was
strictly prohibited in them all. Sign-boards were hung at each to indicate whether it
was a bathing tank, drinking-water tank or a closed tank. Washing was permitted
on banks provided with dhoby stones, and tin tubs outside a few selected tanks.
Unprotected wells were barricaded and closed. All sources of water-supply were
carefully guarded by the police and the municipal peons. The public tanks and wells
and also the wells in the principal chattrams were regularly disinfected by the eivil
apothecary and the chief sanitary inspector. The important bathing tank known as
Indrathirtham or Iyenkolam, in which all the pilgrims bathe first, was barricaded
as usual and the ingress and egress thereto duly regulated. Bathing within it was
permitted only after the pilgrims had taken a preliminary bath outside it. !

7. The cattle market usually held here about the close of the festival was
attended by about 20,000 cattle against 25,000 last year. The decrease is probably
due to the enhanced rate of four annas per head of cattle levied this year as against
one anna per head last year. Almost all the cattle that arrived were sold, purchasers

for the same having come from all the southern districts and from Ceylon. There was

plenty of grain and dry fodder and water for the cattle. There was no cattle disease,
except two cases of foot and mouth disease. A stock inspector was present, the Cattle
Disease Act having been temporarily extended to this town. Five hospital pounds had
also been constructed for their isolation. Two large sheds for the use of the cattle
dealers and four other sheds for the police and the inspecting staff had also been
erected. The cattle lines were re-arranged this year at the suggestion of the Superin-
teadent of Police, and thistadmitted of easier supervision of the lines. A separate staff
of 12 maistries and 107 sweepers was engaged with 15 carts in keeping the market in

a sanitary condition.

8. The processions of the god were closed early every might at my instance. I
attended them in company with the Superintendent of Police and his assistants, Messrs.

Hunt and Sandell.
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9. The police arrangements made were excellc .. There were no accidents nor
heavy crimes except three cases of theft—one of tuem is reported to be false, another
is under trial before the Stationary Sub-Magistrate, the property lost having been
recovered, and the third relating to the loss of stamps is under police investigation.

With reference to paragraph 3 of the G.O., No. 563 M., dated 18th March 1897,
on the festival report of the last year, the strength of the police force for the festival
has been fixed by the Inspector-General at 2 inspectors, 15 head constables, and
205 constables. Of this number, 4 head constables and 50 constables only were
detailed for sanitary purposes. As these were found insufficient for the protection
of the many sources of water-supply in this town, it would be indeed a great advan-
tage if more men (say 2 more head constables and 20 constables) could be spared

for the purpose.

<«

7" 10. The public health was very good. Five cases of cholera were imported on

| the third festival day ; three of these proved fatal, and they belonged to a batch of
il five pilgrims who came from Tinnevelly vié¢ Trichinopoly. One of them who was
;} found travelling with the disease by rail and detained by the Medical officers at the
W railway station on the 1st instant, i# in a convalescent stage. The one remaining
% infected person was picked up quite insensible on the hill road. No sooner he got

! better, he managed to escape from the cholera shed by night with the hospital clothing
1 he had on. He is since reported to have committed suicide at Tirukkdyildr, a station 20
b | miles from Tiruvanndmalai. There were two other cases of sudden death whose causes
' were not well understood. These were treated as suspicious cases, and all necessary
E precautions to destroy promptly the cholera poison were adopted. Two cholera sheds

I with out-houses for staff and kitchen and two sheds with out-houses, &ec., for the
i{ accommodation of plague patients were kept ready. There were three extra hospital

: assistants to treat the cholera-stricken patients and to attend to plague cases, should
i they unfortunately occur. One of these hospital assistants who was not required in

‘ the plague camp assisted us in the inspection of passengers imported by rail. The .
District Medical and Sanitary Officer Surgeon-Major Marsden was present throughout -
the festival and heartily helped me to perfect the elaborate sanitary arrangements
' made on the lines indicated by Dr. King. Dr. Oliver, the Superintending Railway |
f . Physician, with four medical subordinates, remained here for almost the whole of the
M festival and took up the task of conducting quietly the examination of the pilgrims
i § to detect epidemics, if any. The doors of the railway carriages were locked up at
Aar the nearest stations on either side of Tiruvanndmalai when the trains proceeded towards
| Hl - it,and the passengers were examined as they left the carriage. I was present at these
Ny inspections, and I am perfectly satisfied that no inconvenience of any kind was caused
i by the examination to the passengers; they willingly submitted themselves to it.
':;, B Dr. Marsden was present at some of these inspections. A railway police inspector
' with a head constable and six extra constables was present at the platform to preserve
order.

P s

11. The danger of the cholera epidemic spreading was very great. As in last
year, the tanks and wells could have been easily polluted by infected persons, as the
supply was deficient. Cholera prevailed in this taluk at a place about twelve miles
from this town during the time of the festival. At such a.critical juncture cholera
was actually imported into the town at an early stage of the festival when the crowds
were gathering. Their prompt segregation and the thorough disinfection of the
permises (where they were found), coupled with the other sanitary arrangements, have
fairly proved, I think, that in spite of disadvantages, such sanitary arrangements 28
indicated by Dr. King could sufficiently check the spread of the disease. The
experience of this year may be taken as supplying the crucial test required by Dr.
Lee in his endorsement on the festival report of 1895 embodied in G.0., No. 700 L.,
dated 9th April 1896, as to the efficacy of these arrangements. The immunity from
this disease during the two previous years when similar arrangements were adopted
by me as kindly advised by Dr. King supports this view. There were no cases of
plague.
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12. The cost of the festival arrangements is about Rs. 3,200 including that of
the plague sheds put up, and the receipts in the shape of market fees, cart-stand fees,
booth collections and sale-proceeds, &c., would certainly be not below Rs. 4,700.

13. Although I am fully alive to the defects and difficulties in the actual
carrying out of these arrangements, yet the conduct of the festival this year may be
pronounced a successful one, notwithstanding the occurrence of few cholera cases
which were not of local origin, they were very speedily detected and eradicated
without being allowed to spread.

14. I have in conclusion to offer my best thanks to Messrs. Hunt and Sandell for
the very admirable police arrangements
a) C. KrishnaswamyIIyer, Tahsildar S(a% ;;ce{lexxt:ﬁicer). made for preserving order and peace, fo
9) V. Rungaswamy Iyer, Stationary Sub-Magistrate. . .
23; Koomagwamyyl’lllai’ and Muhammad Khan, Police SuTgGOIl-MaJPr Marsden for his va'lua’?le
B help and advice to me anent the sanitation
4) Moothuswamy Fillai, C1vi othecary. '
((5)) Koman Menon and J’osepl}, Hpospital Assistants. of the town, and lastly to the .margmally
(6) Venkat Rao, Railway Police Inspector. .. . named officers who have heartily co-oper-
(7) Appaswami Naidu and Arinigiri Moodely, Municipal A itk T
Councillor's ' ated with me to produce the good results
. achieved. My thanks are also due to
Captain Shelly, R.E., and Dr. Oliver for their ready co-operation in the matter of the
inspection of pilgrims, for providing a very large shed at the station at a cost of Re. 500
for accommodating the pilgrims and for information of arrivals and departures
furnished to me.

14. The usual tabular report of the local medical officer with Dr. Marsden’s
endorsement received by me rather late is herein enclosed. .
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S. MUTHUSWAMY, PILLAY

28th November to 7th December 1897.

No.{

Reporr on the Karthigai festival held at Tiruvannimala
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Forwarded to the Sub-Collector, South Arcot.
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3. The assistance rendered by the Superintending Physician, South Indian Rail-
way, #nd his staff of subordinates, in inspecting all the railway passengers, was
invaluable.

4. The number of police constables deputed for sanitary duties was inadequate
and should be doubled next year. At least twenty men are nceded to guard the
« Iyenkolam” bathing tank alone, and every source of water-supply should be more
effectually guarded. /

5. The permanent water-supply arrangements for the town and for the cattle
market recommended last year, as well as the construction of permanent isolation *
sheds with cemented floors, should be carried out 2s soon 2s possible.

SourH ARCcor, (Signed)  J. C. MARSDEN, Surgn.-Major,
164k December 1897. District Medl. and Sany. Officer.

No.f242-8.

Forwarded to Government.

2. The arrangements were made with care and were evidently carried out by
Mr. Raza Khan with the zeal and energy shown by him on two former occasions.
The result achieved by that officer (aided on this occasion by the District Sanitary
Officer) is most creditable. The fact that cholera was imported, but did not spread to
the pilgrims, shows that the measures taken were prompt and efficient. This now
makes the third year that cholera has not been spread from this festival to other parts
of the Presidency. A comparison of conditions in 1894 and the succeeding year
(G.0., No. 700 L., dated 9th April 1896) ought to go to prove that, if lives have
any monetary value in this country, the expenditure of Rs. 3,200 was an effort of
well-directed economy.

Forr St. GEORGE, (Signed)  W. G. KING, Surgn.-Lieut.-Col.,
2nd February 1898. Sanitary Commissioner for Madras.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL, DEPARTMENT

\
Reap—the following paper :—

From L. M. WYNCH, Esq., Actin
; 12 Collector of Sout
Government, Local and Municipal Departmel(llt1 (}ihﬁiog Qe Secretary fo
missioner), dated Cuddalore, 8th January 1898, N, 1§ Ethe Sanitary Com-
) . e I]g.

I have the honour to submit in original th
late Sub-Collector of this district, and D§W Actir?gr %ﬁgc‘éﬁrﬁg' e thammag Raza Khan
¢

gai festival of last year which took pl : Kurnool, on th i
November 1897 to 6th December 189’{ ace at Tiravannimala; and h;sted f:ogaggi;ll;

2. The public health is reported to have b
cases of cholera which were all imported cas::.n Pr
taken to prevent the disease spreading. Passenger.

excellent and reflect credit on Messrs Hunt a
; nd Sandell
Raza Khan reports that the number of constables detailed ?or, s};zgtagr duty
was not

sufficient to guard the many sources of water-supply i
Medical and Sanitary Officer is of the same opin?(?lg it Jstrint

3 Mr. Stuart
year that the total police force to be empl e oeommended lagt
number appears to be necessary. mployed should be raised to 250 and thig

3. Mr. Muhammad Raza Khan’s devotion to dut i :
occasion and the success which attended the a(r)'razg};nv;a:t: gﬁd: otn e on i
public health is mainly attributable to his zeal ang energy., Thanko safeguard the
the Principal Medical officer of the South Indian Railway o also due o

rendered in the work of inspecting passengers arriving by tr:inn(i o assistance

e

ENcLosURES.

From MUHAMMAD RAZA KHAN, Esq., Sub-Collector and Joint Ma

Arcot, in charge of the late Triuvanndmalai Karthioa; i
] ¢ th
and Magistrate, South Arcot, dated Kurnool, 23rd1%a;c£;181%£ ligg;hfq Coilleetor
y NO. A-],

I have the honour to report on the Tira i ioai festi

It commenced on the 28th ﬂltimo and lastggnaimgsldg;? m’r‘ﬁ: festival of this year,
tinued to be held for two days after the close of the festival ¢ cattle market oop.

. 2. The gathering this year was larger than th . :
put down at 80,000 as against 60,000 lasfyear. Theaggfn%g ilxax;Stoyte?ir and might he
the ten days of the festival came to 29,017, Judging the ma Ii’tl' de by rail durin
assembled from railway arrivals only, the current year rank%nthlilr; of the pilgrimg
years since 1892 when this town was connected by rail with the thamong the six
presidency ; the highest number imported, 39,642, occurring in 1%9 fr parts of the
portion of the pilgrims go round the sacred hill here on the ﬁtst e As g large
I caused a census of the pilgrims to be taken at one of the toll-gatesy s festival,
%1}1] .thatl;l da;; l;;ltv:egllll 6-32 A.l\:. ;nd 4 IE;M., and this counting gave ug 5%110%)12)0;1111 road

18 shows tha e estimated number of £ i ? rims,
mately correct. e gothering may be taken ag aP%roxg-

gistrate of South

S T o
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3. The weather throughout the festival was clear. The nights were however
very dewy. The clear weather accounts partly for the increase in the number of
pilgrims this year. There were some heavy showers of rain just before the commence-

ment of the festival.

4. The sanitary arrangements this year were made on the same elaborate scale as
that sketched out by Dr. King and adopted in the last two years. A portion of the
additional sanitary staff commenced work ten days prior to the beginning of the festival.
This staff was gradually increased to the full sanctioned strength before the actual
commencement of the festival. The increased staft was kept up till five days after the
festival when it was gradually disbanded in five days. Thus the additional sanitary
staff worked this year for thirty days instead of twenty days as hitherto. The strength
of the staff during the full swing of the festival. and for some time after it was 5
sanitary inspectors, 5 maistries, 18 peons, 126 toties and 85 sweepers. The tempo-
rary staff was provided with huts to live in. The inspectors were furnished with
ponies to work properly amidst the assembled crowds. The town and the hill circuit
were divided into wards asin the last year and kept neat and tidy. Rubbish and night-
soil were duly carted to the dep6t selected for the purpose. The town was lit up by
night as usual. The residents were made to whitewash their houses and clean their
backyards just prior to the festival. A very large extent of prickly-pear, &e.,
close to the town and in the cattle market was also removed. The food-supplies were
regularly examined and the numerous chattrams in the town daily visited to see that
wholesome articles were sold or distributed in those places. A number of incinerators

were used to burn rubbish.

5. Seventy-two moveable tatti latrines. were put up and furnished with water-
pots, tarred receptacles and lights. -Each latrine had a toty allotted to it. A latrine on
the modified Jewish system was provided in one of the fields used last year for the same
purpose. The inter-stational latrines provided last year by the railway company were
not opened this year, as they were, it is said, not availed of by the pilgrims.

6. All the tanks in the town were duly conserved and washing of cloths was
strictly prohibited in them all. Sign-boards were hung at each to indicate whether it
was a bathing tank, drinking-water tank or a closed tank. Washing was permitted
on banks provided with dhoby stones, and tin tubs outside a few selected tanks.
Unprotected wells were barricaded and closed. All sources of water-supply were
carefully guarded by the police and the municipal peons. The public tanks and wells
and also the wells in the principal chattrams were regularly disinfected by the eivil
apothecary and the chief sanitary inspector. The important bathing tank known as
Indrathirtham or Iyenkolam, in which all the pilgrims bathe first, was barricaded
as usual and the ingress and egress thereto duly regulated. Bathing within it was
permitted only after the pilgrims had taken a preliminary bath outside it.

7. The cattle market usually held here about the close of the festival was
attended by about 20,000 cattle against 25,000 last year. The decrease is probably
due to the enhanced rate of four annas per head of cattle levied this year as against
one anna per head last year. Almost all the cattle that arrived were sold, purchasers
for the same having come from all the southern distriets and from Ceylon. There was
plenty of grain and dry fodder and water for the cattlg. There was no cattle disease,
except two cases of foot and mouth disease. A stock inspector was present, the Cattle
Disease Act having been temporarily extended to this town. Five hospital pounds had
also been constructed for their isolation. Two large sheds for the use of the cattle
dealers and four other sheds for the police and the inspecting staff had also been
erected. The cattle lines were re-arranged this year at the suggestion of the Superin-
tendent of Police, and this admitted of easier supervision of the lines. A separate staff
of 12 maistries and 107 sweepers was engaged with 15 carts in keeping the market in
a sanitary condition, '

8. The processions of the god were closed early every night at my instance. I
attended them in company with the Superintendent of Police and his assistants, Messrs.
Hunt and Sandell.
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9. The police arrangements made were o
[ xcellent.
heavy erimes except three cases of theft—one oefetlf:rfl 18
1s under trial before the Stationary Sub-Magistrate, th
recovered, and the third relating to the loss of staml,)s ’ise

There were no age
ccidents n
reported to be false, anoch:
Property lost having been
under police investigation,

With reference to paragraph 3 of the

on the festival report of theglas% year, the gl"eor;, glo. f56}?
has been fixed by the Inspector-General at Sg{ it
205 constables. Of this number, 4 head constab]
detailed for sanitary purposes. As these were found i
of the many sources of water-supply in this town, it
tage if more men (say 2 more head constables al,ad 20
for the purpose.

M., dated 18th March
‘ h 189
e police force for the festinti

10. The public health was very good. Five

the thl.I'd .festxval day ; three of chsg proved fatalca:(:ioihzh bel

five pilgrims who came from Tinnevelly vid Tric};inopol yOe °18ed to a batch of
found travelling with the disease by rail and detained byyt.he 1&1 edpf them who wag
?allway station on th_e I'st instant, was inja convalescent sta 8 edical officers at the
infected person was picked up quite insensible on the hill r§a<i S remaining
better, he managed_to escape from the cholera shed by night With.th O Sooner he got
he had on. He is since reported to have committed suicide at Tirukk?ﬁ h_0§p1tal clothing
miles from Tiruvanndmalai. There were two other cases of sudden dyllur, b eyl
were not well understood. These were treated as suspicious cases o whosa causos
precautions to destroy promptly the cholera poison were adopted 4 and all necessary
with out-hoqses for staff and. kitchen and two sheds with out:ho Wwo cholera gheds
accommodation of plague patients were kept ready. There were thuses, &e., for the
assistants to treat the cholera-stricken patients and to attend to 1 Biimntic
they unfortunately occur. One of these hospital assistants who };Vague o
th.e p}ague camp assmted. us in the inspection of paséengers impo %:Sdnot required in
District Medical and Sanitary Officer Surgeon-Major Marsden Wag I're by rail. The
the festival and heartily helped me to perfect the elaborate It) o o throughout
made on the lines indicated by Dr. King. Dr. Oliver, the 8 it LTangements

Physician, with four medical subordinates, remained h uperintending Roilya
festival and took up the task of conductin’g quietly tlfgeezfz(:r.n?}lrzfi?nthoef ‘tv}imle.lof the
¢ pilgrimg

to detect epidemics, if any. The doors of i i

!;he nearest stations on eith};r side of Tiruvanrtl}z;il:l?il zi%nc:}féliﬁs s tooked up at
it, and the passengers were examined as they left the carriage Ins oo lowans
inspections, and I am perfectly satisfied that no inconvenience of :: : ]I(JII' 2 ab Ghese
by the examination to the passengers; they willingly submitted St’h nd was cauged
Dyt.hMa;sizne Wa:a gfeseng at SOTe of these inspections, A railway f’ﬁ?&l&v{f to it.
with a head constable and six ex Spe
b ra constables was present at the platform to prle)s::‘(,’;

olera were imported on

11. The danger of the cholera epidemic s i

year, the tanks and wells could have pbeen easig?cﬁiﬁ%egaﬁ V;irfy %rgat'
supply was deficient. Cholera prevailed in this taluk at a glace ecbe per
from this town during the time of the festival. At such a criticil o

was actually imported into the town at an early stage of the festival J lilncture cholera
were gathering. Their prompt segregation and the thorough disYV fen .the crowds
permises (where they were found), coupled with the other sanitary g lntection of the
fairly proved, I think, that in spite of disadvantages, such san;l;y;.r Trangements, haye
1ndlca.ted by Dr.. King could sufficiently check the spread of 1?’h?lrr;l.ngements as
experience of this year may be taken as supplying the crucial test € disease. The
Lee in his endprsement on the festival report of 1895 embodied in GrI'e(luwed by Dr.,
da]:ed .9th April 1896, as to the efficacy of these arrangements. Th 0., N 0. 700 7
Ehls dlseasltz_ ddulnngdt}_le awg pxl'c)aviolu{s; years when similar arraﬂgemegtlsmvagmtﬁ from
v me as kindly advise r. King supports this vi e adopted
Plyague- y g supports this view. There were 1o easgs.of.

As in last
sons, as the
welve mileg

A SIS
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festival arrangements is about Rs. k3,200 including that of
up. and the receipts in the shape of market fees, cart-stand fees
lt)};gtgla(la%ﬁgcililsgss 51:1«11; saﬁ’e-proceeds, &c.lj would certaipnly be not below Rs. 4,700. :
18. Although I-am fully alive to the defects and difficulties in the actual
carrying out of these arrangements, yet the conduct of the festival this year may be
pronounced a successful ong,.notwwhstandlng the occurrence of few cholera cases
which were not of local origin, they were very speedily detected and eradicated
withouat being allowed to spread. :

14. I have in conclusion to offer my best thanks to Messrs. Hunt and Sandell for
the very admirable police arrangements

wamy Iyer, Tahsildar (an excellent officer). made for reserving order and peace. to
e Stati Sub-Magistrate . 8 » )
B it Thas, | Surgeon-Major Marsden for his valuable

d Mubammad Khan, Police k Luak
Pillai. Civil Apoth help and advice to me anent the sanitation
th illai, Civil Apothecary. g
((;; ngg;a:sﬁzl?o}z’l and J’oseph, Hpospital Assistants. of the tOWD, and lastly to the margmally

(6) Venkat Bao, Ifa,gway *;01;09 e S IEIR named officers who have heartily co-oper-
i 00 ) .
s e o s o o g 4 P¥  ated with me to produce the good results

{ipragree: achieved. =My thanks are also due to
Captain Shelly, R.E., and Dr. Oliver for their ready co-operation in the matter of the
inspection of pilgrims, for providing a very large shed at the station at a cost of Rs. 500
for accommodating the pilgrims and for information of arrivals and departures
furnished to me.

15. The usual tabular report of the local medical officer with Dr. Marsden’s
endorsement received by me rather late is herein enclosed.

12. The cost of the

(1) C. Krishnas

(2) V. Rungaswa y

(8) Koomarswamy Pillai an
Inspectors.
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satisfactory. There was no outbreak of infectious disease and the few cases of cholera

et, from

ri

lai, South Arcot dist

28th November to 7th December 1897.

Rerort on the Karthigai festival held at Tiruvanngma

that occurred were imported ones ; the prompt measures taken for their segregation and

for disinfection, &e., prevented any spread of the disease.

3. The assistance rendered by the Superintending Physician, South Indian

Railway, and his staff of subordinates, in inspecting all the railway passengers, was

invaluable. ;
4. The number of police constables deputed for sanitary duties was inadequate

|U0TY
~BPUOUIUI0NOY]

At least twenty men are needed to guard the

and should be doubled next year.
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S. MUTHUSWAMY, PILLAY
Civil Apoth

(Signed)

TIRUVANNAMALAT,
12tk December 1897.

No. 3098.

Forwarded to the Sub-Collector, South Arcot
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPATL DEPARTMENT.

——

Reap—the following paper :—

From L. M. WYNCH, Esq,, Acting Collector of South Arcot, to the Secreta
Government, Local and Municipal Department (throug

ry to
missioner), dated Cuddalore, 8th January 1898 No. 18

h the Sanitary Com-
-Eng.

2. The public health is reported to have heen very good. There were only five
cases of cholera which were all imported cages, P ive steps” were
taken to prevent the disease spreadmg: Passengers alighting from trg;
fully inspected this year to detect possible plague cases and the Agent of the South
Indian Railway very kindly made arrangements to facilitate gycl mspection. (Op]
two cases of theft are repprted to have oceurred. The police arrangements were
excellent and reflect credit on Messrs. Hunt and Sandell, byt Mr. Muhammad
Raza Khan reports that the number of constables detailed fop sanitary duty was not
sufficient to guard the many sources of Water-supply in the town and the District
Medical and Sanitary Qﬁicer 18 of the same opinion. My, Stuart recommended lagt
year that the total police force to be employed should be raised to 950 and this
number appears to be necessary.

3. Mr. Muhammad Raza Khan’s devotion ¢
occasion and the success Wl_lich attendeq the arrangements made to
public health is mainly attributable to his zeal and energy. Thankg
the Principal Medical qﬂicer qf the South Induu} Railway and hig sta
rendered in the work of inspecting passengers arriving by traing,

0 duty was again conspicuous on thig

safeguard the
are also due to
ft for assistance

—

ENcrosurgg,

UHAMMAD RAZA KHAN, Fsq., Sub-Collector and Joint Magist
From MArcot, in charge of the late Triuvanndmala; Karthigaj agistrate of South

festival, to th
and Magistrate, South Arcot, dated Kurnool, 28y 0 the Collector

d December 1897, No. A-1
I have the honour to report on the Tiruvanngmalaj Kart

i higai festival of th; i
It commenced on the 28th ultimo and lasted for tep days. The cattle marklgt}:;axf.
tinued to be held for two days after the close of the festival,

2. The gathering this_a year was larger than that of the last ear and might be
put down at %0,000 as against 60,000 last year. The number impox}"ted by rail (%uring
the ten days of the festival came to 29,017, J udging the magnitude of the pilgrims
assembled from railway arrivals only, the current year ranks thi W i A

ears since 1892 when this town was connected by rail with the ot
yresidency; the highest number imported, 39,642, occurring in 1894 As a large
portion of the pilgrims go round the sacred hill here on the Iast day of the festival,
f caused a census of the pilgrims to be taken at one of the toll-gate
on that day between 6-30 A.x. and 4 ».u., and this

counting gave us 50

This shows that the estimated number of the gathering may be tak
mately correct.

€D as approxi.

et

e

8 on the hil] roaq -
s000 pilgrims, -

W,

=54 ‘v'{&;e&sinl,:}ik&m:%;; :
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3. The weather throughout the festival Yasfcleaéﬁ. .']ll‘?:e;;ieg?rtls tgeerzuﬁ?&iv?)xf-

' ather accounts partly for the mcrease .

vf)lr 4 'deswt}lrl.is )’rl‘el:mi CI?I‘alZeIZewere some heavy showers of rain just before the commence
pilgrim ,

ment of the festival.

i il r were made on the same 'elabom’ge scale as
b sam;cakl)’y g:alixgie;?rerfatSdth;zo};)iZ(l in the_last two years. A EOI}‘;IO? Otf' ézl:le
that gitotched ou );aﬂ commenced work ten days prior to the beginning of t teh es 1t -
i sanltaryg lly increased to the full sanctioned strength before e{ ac ?h
- liend glt?ath]éafeystival. The increased staff was kept up till ﬁvq glaysla tex"t 1re
commencement o s gradually disbanded in five days. Thus the addltlg‘ria S:Pl :tg
i gi{:'or thirty days instead of twenty days as hlthe_rto. e streng :
staff worked thls_yealjche full swing of the festival_ and for some time aft’}a‘ll'1 ltt Waso_
of the staff dltrl“g 5 maistries, 18 peons, 126 toties and 85 sweeper? T }? deI:in)th
e LA 5 ided with huts to live in. The inspectors were urn1ﬁ._ﬁ> i
A i prOVlrl amidst the assembled crowds. The town and th«lal 1 d01'l:}111t-
pomefl_t‘(r)igzzr%cng OVIV);I'd}; as in the last year and kehpt neatand turilsh : tI({)lleElbl:V aiu;it !1111; b
b tas ; ot »“/. r the purpose. ‘ g }
soil were duly cal;ﬁd t:e:il(lieeftesp(;:esgl(;;?i‘i i?) whitgwagh their houses. anld clean t?zelr
b usu_al.t ':r to the festival. A very large extent of prick Y'p(ff‘lr, eer.é
backyards just pri d in the cattle market was also removed. The fopd-SRPP tod th i
S i{land the numerous chattrams in the town daily \*151'(; L to see t a
relgullarlx};eeﬁfileliz were sold or distributed in those places. A number of incinerators
eso ,
:svrgx(‘)e used to burn rubbish.

i i ere put up and furnished with water-
o s s 1m(:;?la?ilghtts%tti@it}fﬁiihl Bt i r bttt 0:ii): K looin ot
Py Gted recepta;c esstem was provided in one of the fields used last year for the same
the “.‘()dlherq},Je?nts i--?trational latrines provided last year by the railway company were
pu?:)?;edlth?su}l‘eir, as they were, it is eaid, not availed of by the pilgrims.
no

i vere duly conserved and washing of cloths was
: ek t‘h?t tgl%llisttllrélflh:lllfowéligv::;)?)ards{vere hung at each to ipdjcate wheth_er it
PosLTnE k1 drinking-water tank or a closed tank.' Washing was permitted
i b s %nd, with dhoby stones, and tin tubs outside a few selected tanks.
g0, banks prov 1;3 Wm"e barricaded and closed. All sources of w:ater-supply were
SEpe ‘gedsb the police and the municipal peons. The public tanks and wells
el iy ell 15171 the principal chattrams were regularly disinfected by the civil
e We}f hief sanitary inspector. The 1mPortant bathing tank knqwn as
et et eIcenkolum in which all the pilgrims bathe first, was barricaded
Indrathlrt-hamtlor in);fe:s and egress thereto duly regulated. Buthing within it was
i us'l;%idaél];dly 'l:fterotht; pilgrims had taken a preliminary bath outside it.
permi

here about the close of the festival s was
e Gatﬂf 21(;]?)];)1{(;3 tce:éfluealflz}éa?;sltd 25,000 last year. The decrease is proba'bl};
bt s d rate of four annas per head of cattle levied this year as agains
it enhance] ;’a ar. Almost all the cattle that arrived were sold, purchasers
i o hea_d e 131;2 fI:OIIl all the southern distriets and from Ceylon. Thex.'e was
for the same 'hawndg (f i fodder and water for the cattl?. There was no eattlfle] dlgez;:ia,
it g anf f:grt and mouth disease. A stock inspector was present, t ed ah 3
SEEPL Lwo Casos b been temporarily extended to this town. Five hospital If)o;u}:l ] tfl
e havmgt d for their isolation. Two large sheds for the use o ]e elz)t e
i eonstruct% r sheds for the police and the inspecting staff had also een
i fouré)l fines were re-arranged this year at the suggestion of the Superlné
e R ed this admitted of easier supervision of the lines. A separat](; sta
t(;nil;nrtx:ifsg(iglseg,n?ln107 sweepers was engaged with 16 carts in keeping the market in
(i
a sanitary condition. i ;
i closed early every night at my instance. I
tt ?l;ad'rtllllzgrfrf if)sxﬁ);:n;fv:ﬁz tgl;)g S‘Yg:rintendent o%r Policyf; and his assistants, Messrs,
atten
Hunt and Sandell.

L
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9. The police arrangements made were excellent. There were no accidents nor -

heavy crimes except three cases of theft—one of them is reported to be fals
is under trial before the Stationary Sub-Magistrate, the property lost ha:i’nznolg:nr
recovered, and the third relating to the loss of stamps is under police investigation

With reference to paragraph 3 of the G.0., No. 563 M. :
on the festival report of the last year, the stren,gth of the po,li(iztigréeg t?oﬁ?lrc? 1t8'97’
has been fixed by the Inspector-General at 3 inspectors, 15 head Lobay ‘SI estival
205 constables. Of this number, 4 head constables and7 50 eons’cableg~ s IBS, and
detailed for sanitary purposes. As these were found insufficient for the only were
of the many sources of water-supply in this town, it would be indeed a reI:"cOt%Ctmn
tage if more men (say 2 more head constables and 20 constables) eoul% % G
for the purpose. e spared

10. The public health was very good. Five cases of ch
the third festival day ; three of these proved fatal, and they
five pilgrims who came from Tinnevelly vié Trichinopoly.,
found travelling with the disease by rail and detained I1’oyythe %eedﬁgfalt};%m Wid wae
railway station on the Ist instant, was in a convalescent stage. The on AT
infected person was picked up quite insensible on the hill road. N, S0 g i ruiIE
better, he managed to escape from the cholera shed by night with the hog 9;“;1’ lhe got
he had on. He is since reported to have committed suicide at Tirukkd ilﬁgl a 1;c ch1£1g
miles from Tiruvanndmalai. There were two other cases of sudden deyath ’ fllls ation 20
were not well understood. These were treated as suspicious cases and ;Vll i i
precautions to destroy promptly the cholera poison were adopted. ’Two ch 1necessary
with out-houses for staff and kitchen and two sheds with out-houses &0 era sheds
accommodation of plague patients were kept ready. There were thres s t0.> hfor the
assistants to treat the cholera-stricken patients and to attend to plagie éi ra hospital
they unfortunately occur. One of these hospital assistants who was not ases, g?houl.d
the plague camp assisted us in the inspection of passengers imported b req_llllred in
District Medical and Sanitary Officer Surgeon-Major Marsden was preantyt]rlal . The
the festival and heartily helped me to perfect the elaborate sanitar a roughout
made on the lines indicated by Dr. King. Dr. Oliver, the Superintg’ndi;mn%{emems
Physician, with four medical subordinates, remained here for almost the WE ; allway
festival and took up the task of conducting quietly the examination of th ole lof the
to detect epidemics, if any. The doors of the railway carriages were Io ‘;{P& grims
the nearest stations on either side of Tiruvanngmalai when the trajng proceedc det up at
it, and the passengers were examined as they left the carriage. T wag pres exel ¢ ‘;Wﬁrds
inspections, and I am perfectly satisfied that no inconvenience of any kind w e
by the examination to the passengers; they willingly submitted themselvws i
Dr. Marsden was present a;c some of these inspections, A railway police es to it
with a head constable and six extra constables was present at the platform ¢ 1nspector
order. 0 preserve

olera were imported on
belonged to a bateh of

11. The danger of the cholera epidemic spreading was very great
year, the tanks and wells could have been easily polluted by infected I;er
supply was deficient. Cholera prevailed in this taluk at a place about ¢
from this town during the time of the festival. At such a eritica]
was actually imported into the town at an early stage of the festival
were gathexl'ling. hThelr plf'ompg) segregl'a(‘;ion I;md the thorough di

ermises (where they were found), coupled with the other sanita o
?airly pro(ved, I think, that in spite of disadvantages, such san%g;r:?&iﬂzﬁs, have
indicated by Dr. King could sufficiently check the spread of the disgas ents ag
experience of this year may be taken as supplying the crucial test re 8. The
Lee in his endorsement on the festival report of 1895 embodied in G Oq
dated 9th April 1896, as to the efficacy of these arrangements. The iy
this disease during the two previous years when similar
by me as kindly advised by Dr. King supports this vie

plague.

As in lagt
Sons, as the
ut twelve mileg
Juncture cholerg
when the crowds
sinfection of t}e

» No. 700 L,
mmunity fropy
arrangements were adopted
w. There were no cases of

uired by D,
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12. The cost of the festival arrangements is about Rs. 3,200 including that of
the plague sheds put up, and the receipts in the shape of market fees, cart-stand fees,
booth collections and sale-proceeds, &ec., would certainly be not below Rs. 4,700.

18. Although I am fully alive to the defects and diﬂigulties : in the actual
carrying out of these arrangements, yet the_ conduct of the festival this year may be
pronounced a successful one, notwithstanding the occurrence of few cholera cases
which were not of local origin, they were very speedily detected and eradicated
without being allowed to spread.

14. I have in conclusion to offer my best thanks to Messrs, Hunt and Sandell for

the very admirable police arrangements
(1) C. Krishnaswamy Iyerét’:l‘:psildars(ag_gf:eili:;\:t:fﬁcer)- made for preserving order and peace, to .
((g)) Kgfﬁéﬁ:;?ym{ﬁ and Mohammad Khan, Police Surgeon-Major Marsden for his valuable
B it Ak help and advice to me anent the sanitation
{g; %ggﬁ;sﬁ:;no}; and J’osepl_l, Hospital Assistants. of the tOWIl, and laStly to the ma'rgmauy
(6) Venkat ao, Railway Police Inspoctor. .. named officers who have heartily co-oper-
;s 4 O BRI P ated with me to produce the good results
achieved. My thanks are also due to
Captain Shelly, R.E., and Dr. Oliver for their ready co-operation in the matter of the
inspection of pilgrims, for providing a very large shed at the station at a cost of Rs. 500
for accommodating the pilgrims and for information of arrivals and departures
furnished to me.

15. The usual tabular report of the local medical officer with Dr. Marsden’s

endorsement received by me rather late is herein enclosed.
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the prompt measures taken for their segregation and

here was no outhreak of infectious disease and the few cases of cholera
d any spread of the disease.
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festival held at T
28th November to 7th Dec
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RzrorT on the Karth

for disinfection, &c., prevente

anitary duties was inadequate
men are needed to guard the

ding Physician, South Indian
all the railway passengers, was

es deputed for s
At least twenty

3. The assistance rendered by the Superinten
Railway, and his staff of subordinates, in inspecting
invaluable.

4. The number of police constabl

and should be doubled next year.
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This now

that cholera has not been spread from this festival to other parts
referred in the Judicial Depart-

struction of permanent”isolation
J. C. MARSDEN, Surgn.-Major,
District Medl. and Sany- Officer.
lera was imported, but did not spread to
W. G. KING, Surgn.-Lieut.-Col.,
Sanitary Commissioner for Madras.
letter regarding the insufficiency

neil is drawn to the suggestions of the.
graph 5 of his endorsement.

rrangements for the town and for the cattle
ith care and were evidently carried out by

y shown by him on two former occasions.
aided on this occasion by the District Sanitary
1896) ought to go to prove that, if lives have

of conditions in 1894 and the succeeding year
the expenditure of Rs. 3,200 was an effort of

otes with pleasure the testimony borne by the Collector to
by the gentlemen named in paragraphs 2 and 3 of his letter.
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for Ag. Secretary to Government.

Collector of South Arcot.

Sanitary Board.

”»

To the Chairman, Municipal Council, Tiruvannimalai.
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