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PROCEEDINGS OF THE PLAGUE COMMISSIONER,

Reap—the following paper :—

From R. H. SHIPLEY, Esq., Collector of Trichinopoly, to the Plague Com-
missioner, Madras, dated 26th October 1898, Ref. on C. No. 1024 B.G.

With reference to paragraph 2 of G.0., No. 1220 P., dated the 8rd instant, in
which it is said that Portland cement floors are hardly necessary for sheds in ,the
staff, segregation and health camps, I may mention that T have already suggested to
Lieutenant-Colonel W, O’Hara, the District Medical and Sanitary Officer, and Chair-
man, Municipal Council, Trichinopoly, the advisability of having a layer of quicklime
under the gravel-floor of these sheds. I have the honour to request that my sugges-
tions on the matter may be approved. *

Ref. on C. No. 786.

Forwarded to the Sanitary Commissio_nér for favour of opinion on the Collector's
proposals.

(Signed) M. HAMMICK,

27th Oclober 1898, Plague Commissioner,

——

From Surgeon-Licutenant-Colonel W. G. KING, M.B., C.M., D.P.H., Sanitary

Commissioner for Madras, to the Plague Commissioner, dated J
November 1898, No. 2,651,—8, » cdated Lgmore, lst

With reference to your endorsement, No. 786 of 27th October 1898, T have the
honour to inform you that in certain plague hospitals in the Bombay Presidency lavers
of lime were laid throughout the floors, ~Medical opinion at the present time inclines to
the belief that so long as the lime retains its alkalinity, it would rather add to the chances
of the life of the plague microbe. Obviouslyghowever, to give any decided opinion on
such a point, records of far more prolonged experiments than at present available would
be requisite—having regard to the various stages of change which lime would undergo
during exposure and disintegration. Personally, I should regard such a floor ¥
most objectionable, merely having regard to the one factor of dust likely to be raised
by the passing of persons over it ; such dust would certainly be inimical to patients
suffering from the condition of lungs found in plague. ‘When, however, it is pro-
posed to place the lime be]o_w gravel—eventhe. questionable utility of it seems to me
to disappear.  As a foundation for the gravel, it would prove most unsatisfactory, as
it must settle as it becomes disintegrated ; whilst seeing that the gravel if staiiled
must be removed, there can be no reason for hoping to limit the depth of staining by
a layer of lime, as, whether it act satisfactgri‘]y as a disinfectant or not, it would certainly
have to be removed #lso in so far as staining had occurred. 1f nothing better than
gravel for floors can be afforded, prompt removal of stained portions after disinfection
should alone be trusted to.
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2. There can be no doubt that, where funds will permit their use, floors formed
of concrete cement— plastered, will afford the maximum safety and comfort in plague
hospitals to all concerned.

B

Proceepixes—No. 534, dated 5th November 1898.

The Sanitary Commissioner’s letter is communicated to the Collector of
Trichinopoly with reference to his letter, No. 1024, dated 26th October 1898.

/V/Plaguc Commissioner,

To the Collector of Trichinopoly (A, F).
Copy to all other Collectors (A, F, G, II).
»»  the President, Municipal Commission, Madras.
»  the Surgeon-General.
»  the Samtary Commissioner.

Exd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangar.
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Plague Commissioner.
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