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Iﬂdib making observations upon the preliminary uarrative of the — in India, and directing the
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information, i
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6OVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following extract from the Proeeedings of the Gove
rnme

Department of Revenue and Agriculture, dated the 3

No. 36-F—240°5._ nt of India, in the

0
Read— h December 1897,

Prelimi‘nary Narrative of the Famine
L.C.8., Deputy Secretary (Famine),

Weather and crop reports i
dated the lst Janlt)lary ISOJ&the iy

in India in 1896-97 b
to the Government of }'n'gi:V

0us provinces published in the Gazetto of Indi
1a,

i HOldemess’ ESq >

——

Resolution.— The famine, which s
g » Which since the close o .
tltfdg 2&3&?}1?: fIndlaa ;)sl now Vll’tua:lly at an end f:idl ggeal})las dgm t oeky. adioted.
distressed tract N Rako dhe apigiompe have, throughou:;uéh&nt . fere,
gt o S, (&nci more put the people into good heart, Ty, ¢ greater part of the
¥ nsity and of the area and population which it aff e calamity, in respect
not in respect of its duration, has been more severe ¢ eoted, though fortunately
ee}xll.tu;y,' and. probably than any other which Indian histo 7
w_tlltlz distress was acute or severe covered an aggregate an;y ?‘zurds. The tracts in
with a gopulatloq of 50,000,000, while distress of less intoe 270,000 square miles
amounted to famine, prevailed over a further area of 33 00(1)18 ty, but which still
b

population of 13,000,000. Thus the area through (oh ropogro miles, with g,
;'equlfled was two-and-a-half times that of the Uni%e(gulgix;wgh&g;r?ﬁfl operations were.
G(:r w; ](;se: relief they were undertaken fell only just short of double t% [ ulation
diﬁei B I:t::fl; seee];gl thtfare Waz probably no part of India in which theegol;eulahﬁz r
o i y irom the abnormally high prices which have obtained :l}nns:;

2. In coping with such a calamit
_ ) wmity the hands of the Gov
than at any previous period. Since the last famine of csgggélga:agz?usgo:ﬁ:

afflicted the country —that of 1877-78—the irrigated area in which erops are reason.

ably secure and for which returns exist has increa
watered from large works constructed by the Statesigoglysgeln)ertoez:g,x:irlll(}o?e s
ﬂhlfg ;gmlz fsvfhl:;llsl)og ggresﬂare v;'ateéed from smaller works under Government coﬁﬁ’
: _YyVVU miles of railway were open. In 1897 the mileage exce .
2(23,0?1‘(33 éd?;:i gv(;z}]imv%hlil:: ];chg r::iinpigsnce of dthfe past {ear has been moree:t%'iking :l(li::
. . passed from place to place i : '
ﬂgct?latlons of prices, and the manner in which thé) prices o? foi(inst:;f:: %daic: m‘:}gi
;a::: a gﬁneral 'lle‘al:'el throughout large tracts, in parts of which the harvests have
: esze lent. e scarcity prices which obtained over considerable areas during
ormer famines have, except for a very short time, over very limited tracts, and under
very exceptional circumstances, never even been approached on the prese;l’t occasion ;
and while the improvement of communications has probably operated to make higli
prices more general than they otherwise would have been, it has certainly done much
to diminish the intensity of distress where distress was most acute. The experience
of the past year has shown that the reserve of food stocks in India is, even when
preceding harvests have been unfavourable, larger than could have been foreseen ; and
the external help that has been afforded amounts to under 700,000 tons, of which

han any other famine of the

were exhaus

resources of other and more

of absolute abstention :
case of very limited areas of whi
serupulously observed throu
tion has been stronger now

not been thrown away ; an

organisation elab
con

it was to be

rovinces have be
defects which wil

well.

Government of this cou

eight crores of rupees;
Joans for the construction of wells,

otheragricultural purposes ;

of which a su
been supplemented
have been contribu :
Rs. 1,22,51,000 by Great Britain,
more than half came from Canada,
addition to valuable
been expended in t
accept public aid, in
diseased, in provi
dians, and (perhaps mos
in life to those who had
The good thus done has been incaleulable,

from the inarticulate millions who have benefited by it.
means exhaust the tale of private liberality. Large sums of money
ious parts of the world, especially to Missionary agencies, and
In this connection the cargo of grain
hed at the expense of the

tion lists by any
have been sent from vari
have been applied to the relief of distress.
contributed by charitable persons in America and despate

bstantial portion will n
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600,000 were rice from Burma. :
ted at an early stage of the scarcity ; and the Government of India

believe that the readiness with which the demand thus arising was supplied from the

ghout.

In parts of the country, however, the loc

favoured tracts, is due in no small measure to

al reserves

the policy

from interference with private enterprise, which, save in the
ch the circumstances were most exceptional, has been
Nor is it only in material respects that the posi-
than formerly. The experience of previous famines has

d the approach of scarcity found for the first time an

orated in readiness for the struggle, and the main principles on which
ducted laid down beforehand. The Famine Codes of the various
been subjected to the severest possible test; it has disclosed in them
1 now be corrected ; but on the whole they have borne the trial

3 In the relief of distress and the prevention of death from privation the
ntry have incurred a direct expenditure of between seven and
they have distributed about two crores more in the shape of
for the purchase of seed and bullocks, and for

and they have suspended over two crores of land revenue,

and Rs. 2,46,000 by Foreign countries,

gifts in kind, an aggregate of Rs. 1,65,56,000. The
he relief of distress which refused from honourable motives to
supplying additional comforts to the aged, the infirm, and the
ding for children whom famine has deprived of their natural guar-
t important and most valuable of all) in giving a fresh start
lost their means of livelihood in the struggle for existence.
and has ealled forth the deepest gratitude
Nor do the publie subserip-

ot be recovered. This public expenditure has
by private charity of the most splendid nature. Rupees 29,16,000
ted to the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund by India itself,
Rs. 11,23,000 by other British Colonies, of which

making, in
money has

Government of the United States deserves special mention. ~Gentlemen, both European

and Native, who d

erive their wealth from the land, have expended large sums in

assisting the cultivators of the estates in which they were interested ; and throughout

the country smaller people have exercised, according to th

which so honourably distinguishes the people of India.

been given at the expense ef Government to 834 million units.
wenitude, mistakes are inevitable.

eir means, that private charity
In all, relief for one day has
In operations of such

But the Government of India believe that they

were seldom serious, either in their nature or in their extent, and that in all cases
they were promptly detected and remedied.

4. No measures of relief, however perfect and extensive, can prevent privation
and distress at a time such as the past year has been ; and privation and distress, when
continued for long months together, must of necessity affect the death-roll

inereasing the susceptibility

hastening the

close. Some of the part :
and timorous forest tribes, habitually suspicious of Government 1n
long which enormous numbers of the

provinee in search of that employment
in some provinces the re-establishment
d or followed, as often in former famines,

passive

some are traversed by the great highways a

oover classes annually pass from provinee to
which the varying agricultural seasuns afford ;
of the normal Tainfall has been accompanie

decease of th

by a wave of malarial fever.

task of preserving
and the resources o

human life which

and weakening the power of resistance to dise

,if only by
ase, and by

ose whose natural term was in any case approaching its

s of India in which distrsss was most acute are inhabited by
terference ; -

But the Governor-General in Council believes that the

performed with conspicuous success.

has for nearly a twelvemonth taxed the energies
¢ the administration of almost every province in India, has been
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5. No mere expenditure of moﬁey however lavish, could ha
success, un1e§s.accor.npanied by untiring t’ievotion to duty on the partr): tmr:dhagi
with its administration. The functions of the Supreme Government have necessarily

been confined to providing the neces funds whe i
exhausted, and to exercising the most g:;?ral supervi whiiprg CT I M.

upon which relief was administered. ~ Upon ‘the heads of the Provincial Govern-

ments and their advisers devolved the heavy responsibilit :

k : : y of watching the pulse of
local distress, of instantly adopting measures varied t i : sy
and of holdixig an even balance between the ¢ 0 fuit the varying conditions,

laims of th f
of public economy. The Governor-General in Counciled:snirzztutzatrz;?;n'the .
cordially the mauner in which that responsibility has been discha

sense of duty which has animated those upon whom it fell. - o o0 Shetons

U oo 4 Upon the Divisi
District officers, working in concert with the local officers cI:f theel’nllrlliso}o%;lo:nh,d
Medical, Police, Forest and other departments, has lain’ the task of earrying into

effect the scheme of relief, the success of which was mainly depen. their
watchful and active care. It is these officers and their a};sistgnts‘,ielllctlrgggln and
Native, Civil, Military and non-official, who have most literally borne the burden and
heat of the day; and some indeed have sacrificed their own lives in the successful
effort to save the lives of others. There are many also who hold no official Pposition
who have laboured with assiduity and self-devotion to save life and relieve suffering.
All have done their duty nobly under the most trying circumstances ;. andnﬁf.
Excellency in Council desires publicly to express his admiration of the manner
in which their fight to save life has ‘been conducted. It will be found that the

customary means of rewarding merit have not been overlooked, but the number of

those who can be thus individually distinguished is necessarily small. The knowledge
that they have done their duty and have earned the gratitude of the poor and helpless
will remain with all who have done good service in the struggle, and His Excellency
in Couneil is anxious to add this recognition of their work, which he is sure that
public opinion will emphatically and universally endorse.

6. Finally, the Governor-General in Council desires to express his admiration of
the manner in which the people of the country have endured the calamity. When
prices rose at the first approach of scarcity, there were a fow unimportant cases of
local disturbance ; and the amount of petty crime has mo doubt been generally
increased by the prevalence of famine. But, as a whole, the inhabitants of the traets
affected have endured the suffering which no efforts either of public or of private
charity could do more than mitigate, with a patience and a fortitude that are beyond
all praise. The marvellous power of recuperation which the population of Indi
possess has often been the subject of remark ; and His Excellency in Council
earnestly hopes that, within the next few years, favourable seasons will have restored

the people to prosperity, and have obliterated at any rate all material traces of what
they suffered during the famine of 1897.

Order. — Ordered that

T mBoml;:y Y T peoomtrl  gopies of the above Resolution
s Bangas » e o be forwarded to the Loeal
of North-Western. . g. orl¥ s
” Pvhibbl it Giadh, w +  Ajmer..  Governments and Administra
»  of Punjab. Merwara. tions noted in the margin
i of Burma. Resident at Hyderabad.

for information.

Ordered also, that copies be forwarded to the Finance, Public Works, Home and
Foreign Departments for information. ,

Ordered also, that a copy be published in the Gazeite of India for general

information.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) ~ DENZIL IBBETSON,
- Becy. to the Government of India.

+ 1. February 1898.
i ;Sblgéf ' Communicated to the Departments
e ‘ ~ of the Secretariat, the Board of Revenue,

the Superintendent, Madras Survey and

: information.
e dras Command, for 1 o
mmbe ge, ;i;lished in the Fort St. George and all Distriet
be re-

jation. e, f
AU (True Extract.)

’

7 ¥

‘ & Ag. Under Secretary to Government.

of Narr;tive.t. i
copy of Narrative. .

forks Bol he Secretariat) (K. (% UL 5 ::,Ej.i,f ’
"f Revenue (Revenue Se(titlzmqnz,l hrprer ¥
; jﬂﬁ"" 5 Band, Toomapat E:ao copies of Narrative. .~
i J" ‘." 'v e,With

| I"f Lot .,(I,.andolzg?ol;ﬂy )Qf »1;Ta.rrative.
» - (Separate Revenue).
Q#{,;;iﬁtehaé;t, Mgdras A A
4 ; 3 t-General ras C 5
s o nmh?::mmént Press, Madras.
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