


BACK PAPHRS

Date.
Local & Munl (189) Department.
CURRENT No.
4
bate S
From , |
L. V. (GFlleerr ;
Order |, ’ » M />-7X
/m i el {«‘/ ~m ry m;m @ b
W o ik e mw@% g PN Winrcuatie 5

Received
Registered :

Enclosures .

' Spare copies

SUBJECT,
L Meels Fhe






PR gt

B ¢

2
Marsaya Ibrahim Saheb and seconded by M. R. Ry. Murthi

5. Proposed by

Chettiar Avargal,
¢ That a memorial embodying the above grievances be submitted to

through the Collector of Salem with a request to the latter to support
with his kind recommendation.”

Government
these prayers
Carried unanimously-

6. Proposed by Chaylabbay
Muhammad Hyder Saheb,
« That a Sub-Committee
txtubed for the purpose of carrying out
1. Methakar Zynul Abedeen Saheb.
9. Methakar Ahmed Saheb.
3. N. Shumshuddin Saheb.
4. Rasool Khan Saheb.
5. M. R. Ry. Thovannay Cundasawmi Chebhar Avargal.
6. Banghi Sahebju Saheb.
7. Marsaya Ibrahim Saheb-
8. Chaylabbay Ibrahim Saheb.
9 M. R. Ry. Muthuveray Murugappa Chettiar Avargal.
10, Mukkuthanni Mohdin Saheb. | :
‘ 11. Meerlabbay Abdul Karim Saheb.
12. Thirupathur Khader Saheb.
| 13. M. R. By. Kothandarama Chettiar Avargal. 3
| M8 B By Chith Chettiar Avargal:
" 15. Naivasal Jaffer Saheb. ‘
'X 16. Kose Khassim Saheb.
d by Rasool Khan Saheb and seconded by Bangln Sahebju

Ibrahim Saheb and seconded by Sadekh

consisting of the following gentlemen be cons-
the aforesaid Resolution.

7. Propose
Sahib,

« That a copy of these Proceedmgs be submmed to Govemment along

with the memorial.” » S
T'he meeting terminated at 6-30 2. 1 with a voto of thanks to the

Chairman.
(ngned in Tamil. )

VANIYAMBABI, ) - e bl
L METHAKABA ZYNUL ABEDEEN SAHEB,
19th July 1898. ey,



" the Municipality directly or with any personal
© stances, Hohas, as amatter of necessity,
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His Excellency the Right Honorable Sir Arthur
Elibank Havelock 6. C. M. G.6G.C.LE,
Governor of Fort St, George, Madras,

(Through the Collector of Salem.)

The humble memorial of the rate-payers of the
Vaniyambadi Municipality, Salem District.

RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH :~—
That Your Excellency’s humble memorialists beg to embrace this opportunity of
British Government has conferred upon

acknowledging the manifold blessings which the benign
them of which the institution of Local Self-Government is one, and to give expression to their

sentiments of gratitute for the liberality and sympathy which characterize Your Excellency’s
Government in dealing with matters relating to Local Self-Government and the deep considera-
tion Your Excellency has been bestowing thereon.

9. Your Excellency is aware thab this town of Vaniyambadi has been gradually increas-
ing in population, mercantile influence and prosperity since it Was constituted -into a Municipa-
lity. Circumstances have so changed as to necessitate an enlargement of the powers and privi-
rtaining to the institutions of Loocal Self-Government and the memorialists beg to

leges appe
assure Your Excellency that if those powers and privileges are extended to them, they will exer-

cise them to the best advantage of the public.

N
3. That the total strength of the Council from the time of its constitution 12 years ago

is twelve and till last year this entire strength was appointed by ‘nomination. But, owing to
Your Excellency’s sympathy and large-heartedness, their town was granted the privilege of
electing only } of this number in common with other smaller Municipalities. The memorialists
beg respectfully to submit that during the 12 years that this Council has been in existence, it
has been of no practical utility to the rate-payers generally, neither ha its administration been
conducive to their interests in as much as the gentlemen who constituted the Council were in
1o sense the representatives of the people and were not therefore bound to consult the wants
and grievances of the rate-payers who were not their constituents. The boon of Local Self-
Government, which the sister Municipalities has been enjoying has heen to the memorialists only
a passive boon. Further the memorialists conceive that in those ‘Municipalities where seats on
the Council areﬁlleduppuﬁybythedoorcfe‘lection and partly by nomination, the primary
object with which the latter power is retained in the hands of Government is to enable it fo-
introduce officials and other educated ge tlomen into the Council so,that,they may guide it o
with their experience and knowledge. But considering the ¥ery | number of officialsin, ,*
this town to maks nominations from, they venture to submit that it is superfluons to retain in e
the hands of Government the power of appointing by nomination § of the maximum strength,
The memorialists beg, thersfore, respectfully to point out that the time has now come for givin gl
ecommendation of the then Collector Mr. C. H. Mour sey by allowing the rate- e
payers the privilege of electing § of the total strength of Councillo . The me; it
of the Council to 16, 80 as o remove the present invidious equality
and other smaller and less important Maunicipalities in this mal

» vernmenttherightofappoinﬁngby nommution five inste
pruontmwgthweretobereﬁninedmm bl e
4 The next matter to which the
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. Officer-Chairman in

2

the Municipal Executive work claiming the personal attention of the Chairman and this natu- 5
rally enough gives an amount of influence o the Municipal subordinates which is extremely g
undesirable, apart from its being highly prejudical to the best interests of the scheme of Local * = 7 g
Self-Government. The memorialists are aware that Your Excellency’s Government has wisely: 4 HECT &4 5
and judiciously improved the old Municipal Act by making a provision for the appointment of /7.t (¢
a Municipal Secretary in such of the Municipalities which fulfil a certain standard of financial oy
affluence solely with a view of enabling the rate-payers to obtain the maximum of advantages i
Maunicipal Couneils concerned, as Government Heg

which they are entitled to at the hands of the
found, from experience, that Chairmen could not, owing to their other avocations (although
) devote the required jamount of time in the interest of the rate-

invariably residing in the town
ialists leave it to Your Excellency to imagine what the state of affairs will

be in the case of an absentee Divisional-Officer-Chairman with his head-quarters at Tirupathur
and who, owing to his other multifarious duties, is not able to spare more time in the interest T
of the rate-payers than that required for coming to Vaniyambadi to preside at the meetings once 36
or twice a month as his time and circumstances could admit of. The memorialists beg to submit
that they find no justification whatever for perpetuating this system any longer as there are
now among the Zemindars and the wealthier merchants of this town individuals in every sense
competent to occupy the position of Chairman of this Municipality who will mould its adminis-
rate-payers, The memoria-

yers.

decisions even

tration on such lines as will ensure the welfare and happiness of the
lists therefore deferentially pray that Your Excellency will be graciously pleased to permit them h
to elect their own Chairman from among the Councillors and thereby minimise ise the evils com-/ t “in
plained of above. In this connection they may be permitted to mention that this concession ?‘?-- Bei il
appears to have been granted by Your Excellency in the case of the Thlrnpathur l[nnicipality) Aute # e
which can bear no comparison whatever with this town in any respect, inspite of the fact that it oy 4 L
happens to be the head-quarters of the Divisional Officer who could have paid better attention . / W &
to its administration. t.ii':;f ’T;E’i‘
5. Your Excellency is aware that in the case of Municipal Towns, Government has been 3’ i M
pleased either to form Benches of Honorary Magistrates for the purpose of trying Municipal and ik T
other kindred cases or to entrust their trial in the hands of a Magistrate who has no manner of | 17"
connection with such Council. This procedure is in perfect consonance with ‘the wise and 'dgf
o hane logal maxim that a person ought not to £l the dual position of proseoutor and judge
simultaneously. But the memorialists have to bring to Your Excellency’s kind notice that in
the case of this town all principles of law and equity are ignored. The local Sub-Magistrate
who is not only a Municipal Councillor but also the lieutenant of the absentes Di ionalel
tho tramsaction of Municipal affairs discharges various functions in nd
nection with Municipal cases. In his capacity as the delegate of the absentes Filiatedeun He
detects the commission of offences against the Municipal Act, as a Councillor he takes part in
sanctioning the prosecution of such persons and as a Magi he punishes those offenders.
Nor is this all. Appeals from his decisions lie to the Dlvimagl]hghmﬁewho is the Chairman
1 and this circumstance discourages parties from preferring appeals against such
if they conscientiously feel that they have been wronged by such decisions. The
memorialists may be permitted to mention that in tha';méhﬂed'-mw istrict Municipalities Act i 4 -
istrate is, ipso faot] disqualified from becoming a Councillor and vice versa, The
appeal to Your Excellency’s sense of justice and fair play Ao Festibye this

memorialists therefore |
anomaly by instituting in this town a Bench of Honorary Magistrates
nominated from among the landed and merossto community who ate likely to know the local
conditions and whose exercise of the powers of M: istrat T it e W ok tod
Saeriminate exercise of powers suitable to local needs and requirements and thereby infuse 2
the minds of the public perfect confidence in British justice, “ in

For which memorialists will ever pray.
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