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negs of a Special Meeting of the Municipal Commis-
sioners forthe City of Madras, held at their Office Premises,
No. 22, Errah Bauloo Chetti Street, Black Town, on
Friday, the 26th August, 1898, atd pP. M, under the provi-
sjons of the City of Madras Municipal Acts 1 and VII of

1884 and 11 of 1892.

PRESENT :
Ellis, Esq., (4g. President).
Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.
Ry. R. Balakistnama Chetty Garu.
R.Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal.
. R. Ry. Salla Gurusamy Chetty Garu.
R. Ry. M. Venkataramiah Chetty Garu.
. R. Ry. S. Subbaya Chetty Garu.
.R.Ry. P. M. Sivangnana Mudaliar Avargal.
Haji Mahomed Abdul Hadi Badsha Sabib.
M. R. Ry. P. V. Kistnasawmy Chetty Garu.
M. R. Ry. N. Appusundaram Pillay Avargal.
M. R. Ry. C. 8. Theagaroya Mudaliar Avargal.
E. H. Elliot, Esq.
Mir Muzheruddin Sahib Bahadur.

J. DeCaster, Esa.

M. R. Ry. Diwan Bahadur V. Krishnama Charriar Avargal.
M. R. Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu,

M. R. Ry. W. S. Venkataramanjulu Naidu Garu.

M. R. Ry. V. Masilamani Pillay Avargal.

Surgeon-Captain F. J. Crawfozd.

Eardly Norton, Esq.

M. R. Ry. C. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu.
Surgeon-Lieutenant—Colonel J. Maitland.

M. R. Ry. V. C. Desika Charriar Avargal.

M. R. Ry. P. Subramania Iyer Avargal.
The Administration Report for 1897-98.

Tre Acrivg Presipent :— Well, gentlemen. there is a quorum. [t is past 5 o'clock and we
have a lot of business to get throngh. We may therefore as well begin. This Special Meeting is
convened for the purpose of considering the Administration Report ; but as there are one or two
resolutions to be moved by Mr. Pragasa Mudaliar, one of which touches very closely on the
administration, I propose that his resolution bearing on the subject should be taken first. The
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resolution runs as follows :— :

« That with reference to Mr. R. N. Pragasa Muodaliar’s letter to the Acting President,
dted 22nd instant, informing him that certain questions (of which copies were enclosed) would be
put at the next Special Meeting, calling for explanation on various points in the Administration
Report for 1897-98 and the Acting President’s reply thereto, referring to G. O, dated 3lst March
1898, M. Mis., the Commissioners consider that the Acting President was entirely wrong, and
that the Commissioners have every right ander Section 61 C. to put snch questions as they consider
necessary and obtain proper explanation in approving or disapproving of the said report before its
submission to the Governor-in-Council.”

Mz. R. N. Pracasa MupaLiar :—I think, Sir, there will be noneed for me to move my
resolution, if you are prepared to give me the necessary information. You are aware that we have
every right under Section 61 to ask you questions. That section says that the Administration
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Me. ErLioT :—
v — Has the Health Officer’s attenticn been drawn to it ?

TaE AcTING PRESIDENT :—Yes

Mr. Evvior :—U i
. EL :—Under the head of * i
i e sanitary defects b
e S : s ” there 18 an ressi
as anything beeu doue to improve the condition ixt[;l e e
3 : of these parcherries ?

Tue AcriNGg PrREST
2 s DENT I-——We have d i1
ome of the worst places k one something in the 1 ivisi
) iy i st divis W .
nown as the Tinnevelly Settlement on the east si:;elaonf‘ Si & RS e
of Singarathottam.

Mg. Ervior:—A i
re they dealt with systematically one after another ?

Tuae AcTI
NG PrESIDENT : —Y
:—Yes, as
B e , as far as funds can permit. We b
y out improvements to six parcherrie . e have got the sanction of
e

Diwax Banapor V. K

SeF b axad the On:x;::ﬁ:wm.mm :—1I consider that paragraph 191 of tk

like to remark that in the matter of 1g with sanitary defects. In connection with :;:'re?ort £

ugeful as some organised movement Enag‘le precautions printing and publishing pam hh:: i s

open a list of Commissioners who are i our part. I believe the time has arrived wge g

and ascertain from the peoplé Whethe interested in their wards and who could go rou nd v:e should

sanitary arrangements are carried etr the rubbish carts do come round and whether :h 5

cannot be omnipresent, and it Wmooﬂ . Inthat way we can be useful to the Shdidts (:ﬁ;lecessary

f you think that a separate pro ,'P-en the dgor for the supply of unpaid volunteer 2 o
position should be brought forward I give you motizem i g

Tap Acting PrestpENT :—I think so “

Mg. J. DECAs o 3
et ACTIEN(; A;)TER : Phobl khanas are badly wanted in the City.
3 rESIDENT :— A Committee is sitting over the subject

Mg, DeCastER :—1t has been sitting Jong There i

gers who are ui S ere is also not enough control ov
s ‘improv:i . te{ ;‘1‘;101::;’»;1f;'f'g.'lfalt)le.k Unless tl.uese- defects are remedied iur sanitatizll;u:;:z(:('):ell:-
i o 1: .e 0 n.ow what is l?elng done ir regard to this matter. Is th ©
L T},erle 508 'elr éérnces a.'f. all t1.mes‘r’ Another point that I should like t:r: -
T b o v lzxvlgo:img :’I}fadl{’g _“ improvements to parcherries;” but if we Lo
R ) 1‘ : n") ‘at it is only one parcherry which had a st i
PACEHEIRCS They are the places where insanitation is ltronge:iet guthon'
and where

insavitation has its own way.

k. Mrz. PracAsA MUDALIAR : —I beg to move an amend
::gin;:::ii:zilo: n;—“,‘ ;I:-h.?t considering the gradual decreaI:: ':; ti‘;];la‘et :)1;:1; i‘;lvt,(’v:;i b? added‘ Epe
L :u (:; z :a:l(l, tfhe Commissioﬁners note with satisfaction th; encsle:]v s A
i it :e .axi shows an increase of Rs. 5,246 over that of the roujrs S
rid of in consequence of Tra;rxwa e a; i .lllln,’l’be[' gl Tpnisedncg hmokney; onrtiages I;::IOES i
* i R :r e:‘ensmfl. Ma:ny of you will remember that he een got
Chetty always hammered at thI;q s t.IScussum% during the past years, my friend Mrw 'I?)I:ever A"
Uik ot ot ti)e nu;ﬂ;:ar u;u]ar.pomt and pointed out that there was a : eagaro.ya,
of them had been let off and if reerto v-e}flcles on spring. He thought that a ver g;eat il
did in the past few years. Novf wae; ;ilr‘x(;]f};:ns:rv:astexerc’ised HBRe OB nYOt ;:g;m::mb?r
there being a falling off as there ought to have bee:s. t-}lr;: ?sre:r? niu:c:;eryf g Instea:;.s ;:
e of over 4 or 5 thousand

~wvorked it up.
Mg. S. Gurusamy CHETTY seconded the amendment

Mg. C. TiruMALAYYA NAIDU :—The actual receipts of t
23:‘96:,; ::_eit?.,fsi nd'le‘:et;:c:;ft: exceeded those of i:heppreviou: ;eZ: al.:y e;:e:}ied g
‘74 chs to 81 lacs ‘?(-)r the lt:st o al amount collected in each year under rates. :1127-3-0' o
et “ollected. TFor the c‘o;f B t’i"‘"‘*“s; but for the year under review a ?‘l o
have been adopte;‘l as will be a::n: I; B e i “ﬂdﬁly vcoérc‘lhttle e gm0
ted as against 304 in the tWeII;e 2 <l b e et sl s
preceding years, 231 cases were withdrawnao R
n payment. Out of 14

i . X thi :
rupees hink we should record our satisfaction at the way in which the Re
e Revenue Officer h
, as-

§
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ubsequent payment. The collection under taxes on buildings

being Rs. 4,20C over that of any previous year. I have no
lacing on record our appreciation of the

6 were adjusted by 8
dentally high,

Cominissioners will join
Officer in this direction.

warrants issued,
and lands was unprece
doubt that my brother
efforts of our Revenue
dment was pub to the vot

The Drainage of the Town.

the following proposition of which I gave

with me in p

The amen e and carried.

Mg. R. N. Pracasa Mupauiar :—1 beg to move

notice :—

« That, consideri
ectfully submit that Governm

pg the urgency for the carrying oub of the new drainage scheme, the
ent may be pleased to pass early orders on the
heir Proceedings, dated 1st November 1897, as regards the means
] have only tosay & few words on this proposition. The present
tly attracted the notice of everybody, and as one
has observed, it has assumed an appalling magnitude. It cannot be denied
to the public, and if we fail to show by deeds that we are neither
lethargic nor indifferent in & matter of such vital importance, We should certainly deserve
condemnation. Unless jmmediate measures are adopted, the death-rate in the city must be
a standing blot on 0ur administration. All that might be desired to bring about a better state
of things could not be achieved antil we have (1) a better system of drainage, (2) 2
better system of water-supplys and (3) 2 thorough cleaning of the streets and latrines. All
these, of course, means money, and though the state of our finances are low, we should never-
theless try to do our best: As regards the question of better conservancy of the town, I have
no doubt that the Com in the very uear futuve, be in a position to introduce

migsioners will,
substantial reforms when the Health Officer’s scheme, which is now ander consideration, is settled.
In the matter of introducing & better system of water-supply, it is very much to be regretted that
in the present impecunious condition of our funds, we cannot hope to make any advance or take it
up in hand at once antil the new drainage system is completed. We canuot hold out false hopes
for we can possibly do nothing immedia,bely. No time therefore should be lost in starting with th;
drainage work and pushing it on to its early completion. Our proposals for financing the scheme
were submitted to Government some ten months ago, and antil Government is pleased to
definite orders, nothing could be doue. We have suggested to Government that with 12 lac o
could complete the main.  For finding this amount the Act need not be modified and there cs vlv)e
no reason why at least this portion of our suggestion should not be sanctioned at once le:n' :
Government to take its OWI! time for settling the question of funds for the entire scheme ’ o

DiwaN Bamapue V. K r1sHNAMACHARIAR :— With all deference to Mr. Pragasa Mudalia 1
o) r

Commissioners resp
gested by them in t
he said scheme.”

in the city has apparen

proposals sug
for financing
abnormal death-rate
of the daily papers
that we are answerable

should like to ask whether we cannot take his speech as read

Mg, PraGAsA MUDALIAR .—1 hope, Mr. President, you will not allow Mr. Krishnamachariar

to disturb me.
Tup ACTING PRESIDENT . Yon must not disturb the meeting.

Mg, Pracasa MUDALIAR (continuing) :—If the main is once laid, all the sewage that
add to the contamination of the much condemned Cooum could be diverted, and witf th :‘ goes to
ponsibility, 80 far as the Cooum is concerned, would cease. Moreover; wi;h the com 1;. our res-
main, section after section could be taken up and all the sewage of each section Wulg bm; of the
into the main and the grass farms in objectionable localities could be done away with e[t ‘.Verted
desirable, therefore, to seek the early sanction of Government. Itmay be Sneg tl' 1.s very
pection that in the matter of sanitation of this city the responsibility rests as SR Z ;n t?“’cc‘m-
missioners as upon Government. Local bodies such as ours are organised to help Gover};r: be om-
relieve to some extent the Imperial Exchequer. Madrasis the capital of the Southern Pen .;'“d =
Government—the home of all responsible officers of the State from thr‘is\l ency ;
dangers arising from insanitation arenot confined to those few who eh:::e?or

uc-

downwards. The

cumbed to diseases, put the poison is diffused to work its mischief in others As it i

impossible to effect all the necessary reforms solely out of Municipal funds v;'hich it is absolutely

oppression of the people with heavier taxes, it is the duty of Government to ;Ome % :“l’x‘li Sl:ean tx
- rescue. At
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P
tr'ly rate i should, before long, apply t6 Government for substantial help to enable us to fulfil our
rust, With these few remarks I leave the matter in your hands.

.

v:—1hav C asure i sondi i
: e much pleasure in seconding the resolution
reserve my remarks in case this resolution is opposed or other

Mg W. 8. VEXKATARAMANI ULU NA1p
moved by Mr, Pragasa Mudaliar.
views are broached,

: Mr. THEAGAROYA CHETTY :-—I think the proposition moved by Mr. Pr
not go far enough, because there are certain thin
be done.

. agasa Mudaliar does
o gs which are going to the Legislative Counncil can
0 propose as i igi
o prop an amendment that the following be added to the original proposi-
s “ To permit the Commissioners to raise a loan of 12'lacs to carry out the high level main
s ;xtend (tih:s Black Town ?ewage Farm, thereby to keep the Cooum perfectly free from the town
‘.blage a(,ln o reuTove the bfavya.ge Farms from their present. objectionable localities as early as pos-
Sible, and to sanction the raising of the duty on timber and firewood to the maximum limit provided

Tn the Act, which will give an additional revenue of Rs. 70,000 a year to meet the interest and sink-
ing fund on the loan raised and the working charges,” ‘

I need not give any reasons for moving this amendment. : g
Mg. 8. Gurusawmy Cuerry seconded the amendment.

o Mf 5L ?UB.RAMANIA Iver :—1 beg to propose * that the consideration of this subject be
adjourned,” considering' the lateness of the hour, the smallncss of the meeting and the impt.)rtance
of the subject. 1t is'not fair to the wentlemen who 'h i  4hi i
i iy g 0 have iefe, to dispose of this subject at this

Mg. J. DeCaster seconded the amendment.

MR. VENKATARAMANJULU NAIDU :—As the seconder of the ori

ginal proposition | am willi
allow the amendment of Mr. Theagaroya Chetty to be added to it, s

Mg. ‘PRAGASA Mupauiar :—As a proposer of the resolution I have no objection to it. But
I strongly objeet to any adjournment as the matter is an important one.

MR S. SU‘BB}AH Caurry :—I strongly oppose the adjournmént. All the Commissioners who
attended this meeting knéw full well that this proposition would be moved and carried. As this
is ' matter which simply reminds Government of a resolution : :

. ‘ already sent to th
why there should be a full house. NGB e

Mgz. P. SusramARia Iver:—1T yield to nonein the view that this
It is a subject that'ought 1ot to be 'delayed, but considering that
the matter can be brought up without delay,
that ‘'we should defer the question,

questionis an important one.
Bl 164 you havea meeting next week and
think it is due to the members that have gone away

The motion was then put to the vote and lost.

The original motion was then put to the vote and carried,
The meeting then;terminated.
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PRESENT :

llis, Fisq., MEM.INST.0.E., Acting President.
Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.
. R. Balakistnama Chetty Garu.

R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal.
Salla Gurusawmy Chetty Garu.

. Venkataramiah Chetty Garu.
Subbayya Chetty Garu.
. M. Sivangnana Mudaliar Avargal.
homed Abdul Hadi Badsha Saheb.
. P. V. Kistnasawmy Chetty Garu.
. N. Appusundaram Pillai Avargal.
. 0. 8. Theagaroya Mudaliar Avargal.

ir Muzheruddin Sahib Bahadur.

M.R.Ry. Diwan Bahadur V. Krishnama Charriar Avargal.
M.R.Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu.
M.R.Ry. W. 8. Venkataramanjulu Naidu Garu.

Surgeon-Captain F. J. Crawford.

Eardley Notton, Esq.

M.R.Ry. C. Tirumalagya Naidu Garu.

Surgeon-Lieutenant-

olonel J. Maitland.

. M.R.Ry. V. C. Desika Charriar Avargal.
M.R.Ry. P. Subramania Iyer Avargal.

No. 1.

M.R.Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal did
not move the following resolution of which he had
given notice~-

«That, with reference to Mr. R. N. Pragasa Muda-
liar's letter to the Acting President, dated 22nd instant,
informing him that certain questions (of which copies were
enclosed) would be put at thenext Spacial Meeting, calling
for explanation on various points in the Adminisiration
Report for 1897-98 and the Acting President’s reply thereto
referring to G.0., dated 31st March 1808, M. _Mis,, the
Commissioners consider that the Acting President was
entirely wrong, and that the Commissioners have every
right, under section 61 (¢), to put such questions as they con-
sider necessary and obtain  proper explanation in approving
or disapproving of the said report before its submission to
the Governor in Council.”

No. 2.

Administration Report of the Madras Municipality
. for 1897-98.

Proposed by, M.R Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu
Garu and seconded by M.R.Ry. Diwan Bahadur
V. Krishnama Charriar Avargal-—

« That the Administration Report be adopted and for-

~ warded to Government.”’

Proposed by M.R.Ry. M. Venkataramiah Chetty
Garu and seconded by M.R.Ry. C. Tirumalayya
Naidu Garu—

+ That the meeting resolve itself into Committee.”

Carried.
- The meeting was resumed.

As an amendment M.R.Ry. R. N. Pragasa
Mudafiar Avargal proposed and M.R.Ry. Salla
Gurusawmy Chetty Garn seconded—

« That the following beadded to the original proposition :~
¢ That, considering the gradual decrease for past few yearsin
the animal and vehicle tax, the Commissioners note with

. satisfaction, the:endeavours of the Revenue Officer, inas-
much as the tax under those sources, show an increase of
Rs. 5,646 over that of the previous year notwithstanding
the faot thata very large number of ponies, jutkas, and

hack carriages have been sold and got rid of by their owners
during the year in consequence of the tramway extension.’ *’
Carried.
No. 8.

M.R.Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal
moved the following resolution of which he had
given notice=-

“That, considering the urgency for the carrying out of
the new drainage scheme, the Commissioners respectfully
submit that Government may bs pleased to pass eirly
orders on the proposals suggested by them in their Pro-
ceedings, dated 1st November 1897, as regards the means for
financing the said scheme.”

M.R.Ry. W. 8. Venkataramanjulu Naidu Garu
seconded. As an amendment M.R.Ry. P. Theaga-
roya Chetty Garu proposed and M.R.Ry. Salla
Gurusawmy Chetty Garu seconded——

¢ That the following be added to the original resolution:~
‘and to permit the Commissioners to raise a loan of Rs. 12
lakhs to carry out the high level main and extend the
Bluck Town sewage farm thereby to keep the Cooum per-
fectly free from Town sewage and to remove the sewage
farms from their present objectionable localities as early as
possible and to sanction the raising of ths duty on timber
and firewood to the maximum provided in section 341 of the
Municipal Act which will give an additional revenue of
Rs. 70,000 a year to meet the interest and sinking fand on
the loan raised and the working charges.” "

M.R.Ry. P. Subramania Iyer Avargal proposed
and Mr. J. DeCaster seconded--

¢ That the mesting be adjourned,”

Lost.

The amendment became the original proposition
with the approval of the mover and the seconder,
which was then put to the meeting and carried.

The meeting terminated.

R. E ELLIS,
Ag. President, Madras Munioipal Commission_

Municipal Office, Madras,
August 1898.
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