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ecial Meeting of the Municipal Commissioners

Madras, held at their Office Premises, No. 22,

. for the City of
Errah Bauloo Chetty Street, Black Town, on Monday, the

1st August, 1898, at 8 p. m., under the provisions of the City

of Madras, Municipal Acts I and VII of 1884 and 11 of 1892.

PRESENT :

_E. Ellis, Esq., 48 President.
.R. Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.

Ry. R. Balakistnama Chetty Garu.
Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar, Avargal.
Ry. Salla Gurusawmy Chetty Garu.
Ry. S. Subbayya Chetty Garu.
Ry. P. V. Kistnasawmy Chetty Garu.

E. H. Elliot, Esq.

Mir Muzher-ud-din Sahib Bahadur.

J. DeCaster, Esq.
M. R. Ry. Dewan Bahadur V. Krishnama Charriar, Avargal.

M. R. Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu.

M. R. Ry. W.S. Venkataramanjulu Naidu Garu.

M. R. Ry. M. K. Lakshmana Charriar, Avargal.

M. R. Ry Rai Bahadur A. Dhanakoti Mudaliar, Avargal.
M. R. Ry. C. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu.

Surg. Lieut.-Col. J. Maitland.
M. R.Ry. V. C. Desika Charriar, Avargal.

The Lighting of the City-

Tae Ac-PRESIDENT :—Gentlemen, we have a quornm now and we may as well beéin. Th&
meeting to-night is to consider the report of the Committee appointed by the Cowmmissioners at

their Meeting, held on the 28th February re: the lighting of the City of Madras. The report has

been circulated to you already. There are one or two remarks which T wish to offer before we
proceed to discuss the matter.

The present revenue from the lighting-tax is Rs. 65,810
and the expenditure during last year was Rs. 69,580. We have a closing balance of Rs. 17,710 so
that we shall be able to go on for 4 years more at the present rate of expenditure without increas-
ing the taxation. The present tax is 1} per cent. andif it 8
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hould be raised by i per cent. it

would bring in an additional revenue of Rs. 13,000 which would bring the total revenue from the
lighting tax to Bs. 78,000. In the concluding paragraph of the report, it is stated that Rs. 9,047
will bave to be provided if we should resolve to adopt ga.s-lighting..amliftln's be added to the

present expenditure of sixty-nine thousand rupees and odd we shall be within the amount of

Rs. 78,000 which would be raised by levying the tax at the rate of 14 per cent.

Mg. PracAsa MUDALIAR . —The additional expenditure of Rs. 9,000 and odd is for lighting

the 2nd and 3rd divisions only. y

Tak AG.-PRESIDENT —Yes. &

or.. MarTLAND :—W hen our lighting expenditu
closing balance ?

SoreroN Lr.-O re is more than our-income by
Re. 4,000 and odd, how is it-that we have a

a closing balance for many years and that is how we are

Tag AG.-PRESIDENT :—We had
n in spite of the increased expenditure.

able to go on without roising the taxatio
ing that I should like to know is, if we decide npon

Mg, Pracasa MUDALIAR .—That first th
troduce it beforo the end of the present contract.

either gas or any other light, whether we can in

\

y .
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Tre Ac.-PrESIDENT :—Certainly we can,

Mg, Pracasa Muparisr :=—The estimated expenditure for 1898-99 is Rs, 69,580 but at the
end of para 12 it is stated that the cost of the present lighting is Rs. 34,500,

 Tag AG.-PRrESIDENT :—That is taking certain assumptions,

a3 to the cost of the oil, The
oil alone is estimated to cost Rs. 35,500.

Mz. V. 0. Dgsxnamnun :—1Is there anything exclusive of the oil ?

THe Ac.-PRESIDENT :—The contractor has to light the lamps,

fix the lamp-posts, su ly ¢
wicks and chimneys. P-posts, supply the

Mgz. TaEsGAROYA CHETTY :—The chimneys are ours.
TaE Ac.-PrESIDENT :— He hag to repair them.

Mg. PrAGASA MUDALIAR :—For the lighting of the 2nd angd

3rd divisions, we have .
according to Messrs, Orr & Son’s estimate, Rs. 1,50,000 for the pla . ve to provide

nt.
THE AG.-PRESIDENT :—We want Rsg, 7,140 for the sinking

fund and interest
Orr & Sons will undertake the lighting for Rs, 14,427, nterest and Messrs,

Mg. PraGASA MUDALIAR :—That is we have to find Rs. 1,50,000.
Tae AG.-PRESIDENT :—We havye to find Rs, 9,000 g year,

M. THEAGAROYA CHETTY :—It means you will have to A
80 in for a Joa
will have to give Rs. 14,427 ag working charges, n of 1§ lacs and we

interest and Rs. 2,000 for maintenance, With an expenditure of Rs. 4000 the e
carried out and this will not necessitate the raising of the tax, for the ’closing b
ample for the purpose. The gasometer would be of g big siz
Commissioners should feel disposed not to i

alance in hand is

e. Ionly suggest this in case the
neur a large expenditure in the trial.

MgR. TaEAGAROYA CHETTY —Will you be able to tell ug
bétiveen 6and 9 p. m, ?

Tae Ac.-PrEsipENT :—I think it ig the Wallajah Roag. .

M-e. THEAGAROYA CHETTY :

i —1I think the Flower bazaar and the Evening bazaar are the
most populous places. :

SureeoN  Lr.-Cor. MAtTLAND : —T understang that the number of J;
fewer and the cost would be more, What is the difference between the cost of
lighting and the proposed one P

ghts would be much
the present system of

Tae Aq.-Presipest :—According to Messrs, Orr & Sons’ first estimate for the whole city,
the cost of maintaining each lamp is put down at Rs. 16 5 year; the cost of the same according to
the present system is just over Rs. 10, On the other band in the proposed system the lamps might
be further apart. If we can work at that figure which they do not guarantee the cost of the both
would be very approximately equal, In their estimate for Black Town they tell us that it would
cost Rs. 14,427 for 700 lamps which comes to Rs. 21 lamp per year as against the original figure
of Rs. 16.

SurceoN La.-Cor. MAITLAND :—Why should it be more ?

TaE Ag.-PrestoEst :~Because they guarantee to work it. They say that if we work it
ourselves we can do it cheaper. If the Commissioners have no objection they might makg smaller
trials,
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Mg, V. C. DESIKACHARIAR :—Are we to try it ourselyes ?

Tae Ac.-Presipest:—That is a matter we have to decide hereafter, But I think it would
be better to let Messrs. Orr & Sons do it.

Mg. Pragasa Mupaniar :—In para. 12 the Committee say that they have been trying with
burners with circular wicks which gave three times the present lights I suppose the gas-light will
be much stronger by several times. et :

Tue Ac.-PresIDENT: —It is quite a different thing altogether.

.+ Mg. PrRAGASA MUDALIAR :— Which lamp is it youn tried. Is it one brought from the sireet
or from the shon ?

THIWH :—From the street.

Mg. THEAGAROYA Cuerry :—Do yon keep sample lanterns in the office ?

Tue Ac.-PrESIDENT :—Yes,

SureroN Lr.-CoL. Marreano :—May 1 ask you again what would be the proportionate in-
crease if the gas-light is introduced ?

THE AG.-PRESIDENT: —1If we light the whole town Messrs,
lamp is Rs. 16 per year as against Rs, 10 the present expenditure,
proportion of 16 to 10, the cost would be the Same approximately,

Orr & Sons’ estimate for each
If we reduce the lamps in the

SurGEON Lr.-Cor. MAITLAND :—Then it would not cost us more,

_ Mg. Evuior:—1If we adopt gas light the increase would be due ooly to sinking fund and
interest. Otherwise there would be no increase.

TaE Ac.-PRESIDENT :— Yes. _ If we take Black Town first we will have to borrow 1 3 lacs.

Mr. MuzueruppiN Samrs :—In moving ““ that the question of lighting be deferred until the
other immediate reforms of the drainage system, water-supply and the purification of the Cooum
are carried out,” said:—

Now that the long expected report of the lighting committee is now before us for oup
consideration, it behoves us to inquire in what way the lighting arrangement of the city can be
improved. No one can deny for a moment that the present lighting system stands in need of
improvement. It seems to me that there are only two ways in which any improvement can be
effected, namely, either by the introduction of Gas or Electricity or by the substitution of better clags
of burners in the place of the old ones. The question we have now to decide is whether we can
afford to go in for Gas or Electricity in the present depleted state of our finances. We are alread y
involved in debt over ears and head and it would be unwise on our part to borrow eight lacs or more
for a luxury of this kind and thus add a fresh burden to the impecunious Municipal exchequer. No
person with his wits about him will admit the necessity or wisdom of such a procedure,

Again the report throws no light whatever on the superiority of Gas over Electricity and‘
that of Electricity over Gas. It simply contents itself by giving us the approximate cost of each.
As regards the merits or demerits of the two, we are in the same position as we were before the

e rigidly
enforced the lighting will be greatly improved. This requires verification. What strikes me ag

indispensable is that the present burners should be renewed and replaced by superior ones, believe,
gentlemen, you have all seen the beautiful lamps fixed on the gateway of Messrs. W. £, Smith & Cos
premises and surely they are more luminous than the tiny Municipal lamps,

If they are introduced




:i%mim much as more dust bins, more sewage and rabbish

rains. : carts

- I;Zr s:mc:nc:::o:: gertlemen, [ strongly protest against the introduetion of either gas or electri-
¥ come and trust that You will a]} unanimously denounce any such scheme.

Mk. S, Gurusawny CHETTY sec
*onded the Proposition

‘—The mover of the present Proposition was the to move

nently, : e
ek :; “ew:;‘;:::';:he égpél"lmex.:t. sometime or other and we ought not to wait, because there is
I am afraid we e haveat:) electricity. If we are to wait till that M’o is fought out elsewhere,
xpatm S it 1 Waib for a long time to come. T am therefore in favor of trying the
Reodeitlate s traciet soa e on the ronte suggested by the Ag.-President especially as it would
B vt »uﬂﬁlo.n. I therefore move * that the route poioted out by the Ag.-President be
Yais Xperimented upon with gas-light and that the experiment be tried by contract without
aiting any mope,” i e

SURGEOY Lr.3Cor: Sirmiind eonded the kuion disent. -
Me. P, SubraMania Treg :—1Is this an amendment to the original motion ?

£ Tue Aa.-Pnns-mxn-r'._u is hard] - AL " o
i ~ t hich is for
deferring the question altogether, Y an amendment to the original motion w

of Mr. *xr::;r:}zg mssm'cmnm ~Lf my amendmant is not accepted, 1 will appose the proposition

question, 'iH""'lpii"“;lfeb%“ JoRPass that proposition it would be practically shelving the

~ proposal or ndi@&21&%1%£m':§hhmw it. . 1t does not matter to me whether you accept my
TS e 5, W) b 40 oppestanity of aoesiferiog.the raport

SBRG'W LT.'-COL, M‘ITM'.D :“_,I =% Ry % it s ‘
S S 1 hope that this proposition will not bo accopted as it defers

carried, the meeting &isperses and it will be open to Mr. Desik % Epehaiin,
ou some future occasion. o » Desikachariar to bring in his Proposition

SurcroN Lr.-Cor. MAITLAND :~—I sincerely hope that the consideration of the subject will

mover’s objection is that he is against spending any money on lighting when so much attention §

required for sanitation. I do not gee why one thing should interfere with another, Tt would ,:
put us in any worse position, because we will get the fands we want from the lighting tax, -
complains that there has been no proof to show that if you adopt oil-gas it wonld be better than th

present system, We could not have had a better demonstration than what wasg given by Messr:
Orr & Sons two months ago as to the superiority of gas.light over the present system. They gave u :
a capital demonstration of gas-light by lighting that portion of Mount Road which fringes on u,:
Government House, Every one who saw it must be firmly convinced that the new system‘is & very

1
[
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great improvemeut on tke old system and is exceedingly'good. There is noquestion whatever that

‘if we adopt it, it will be twice as good as the old system. He also said that instead of adopting the oil-

gas it would be better to adopt new burners like those at Messrs. Smith & Co.’s premises, but this
also would cost us something. The burners used at Messrs. Smith & Co., are twice as oost.lya.s
those used by the Municipality now. I had that information from one of the partners of
Messrs. Smith & Co. You cannot have improved burners without an increased expenditure.
Farther they would require greater quantity of oil. If we are going for any increased expenditure
on account of new burners why not we go in for gas light, an excellent specimen of which was
shown to us the other day? I think it will be a great pity to give up the proposed experiment

which does not involve any extra taxation whatever.

Mg. Evuior: —I bow to Dr. Maitland’s opinion. I am not sure that the adoption of the ex-
periment would not involve extra expenditure. I presume it would. ‘

Tue Ae.-Presivext:—I referred to that in my remarks. We are already spending more
than we receive from the lighting fund. There is already a sum of Rs. 4,000 to the bad every year,
If we increase the lighting tax—which we must sooner or later—by 1 per cent. it would bring in \
Rs. 13,000. That will cover the balance and give us Rs. 10,000 to the good which is ample for trying

the system.

Mg. Virapappa Naipu:—Then you must increase the taxation.
Tae AG.-PRESIDFNT :—Any way you must increase it three years hence.

Me. Pracasa Muparrar:—I have only a very few words to say in support of the propo-
sition. There can be no question that the better lighting of the city would be a great convenience.
Bat you must remember that before we wish to have conveniences we must have what is life and
death to the inhabitants of Madras, drainage and water supply which are the most important needs
of the city. The question of improved water-supply has been deferred because we have a very heavy
expenditure to incur in connection with the drainage scheme. The question of finding funds for
carrying out the drainage schemeis before Givernment. The Government has proposed certain
ways and means bat the Commissioners have dissented from them and sent in other proposals. Those
proposals have long been before Government and we do not know what will be their end. The
probability is that we may have to increase our taxation for carrying out the drainage scheme which
is the first thing that onght to be attended to. The next question would be after the drainage scheme
is carried out, the improvement of the water supply of the town which is more important than the
lighting of the city. Until we are blessed with a proper system of drainage and water supply we
ought not to think of any conveniences and luxuries. I, therefore, think that we should defer the
present question for sometime. That does not mean that we are to shelve it altogether, We will
have to wait for better times when we may be in a position to have some fands at our disposal and
then we shall be most happy to carry it out.

Mg. C. TirUMALAYYA Natou:—I wish to move an amendment that circular burpers be

introd aced.
Tre Ac.-Presioest:—That is not an amendment.

The resolution was put to the vote and carried.

The meeting then terminated.

—

THOMPSON AND CO., PRINTERS, MADRA
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MUNICIPALITY OF MADRAS,

General Depariment,

From

WLI~E—UT--GOL.~ SI-RAGEORGE;MOQRE, KT., C. L. E.,

i g A

: e T e e n,tfl;in ipal Commission.
) SRR S E b Liibl‘c‘av;l L-{e—: E’ . .}P

RRONT Lond32 Adp

'he cecretary to government,
Local and ;unicipal Department,

Fort Saint george.
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Enclosures " have the honour to sub it herewith for the

Z-

information of government -ful} proceedingsya a copy

of the abstract proceedings of a Special reeting of the

o gl s>

1

gormissioners held on lst August 1898.

.

I have the honour to
sir,
vour most obedient servant.

m' Lieut.-Col.

-~

rresident, lunl. Comn.
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