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To
His Excellency Sir Arthur Havelock,

Governor of Madras in Cou 1cil,
Fort St. George.

The humble Memorial of the under-
signed residents of Chidambaram Municr-
pality most respectfully showeth.

May IT PLEASE Youz ExXCELLENCY.

1. Chidambaram owes its prominence to its sacred shrine to worship
which many people visit the place and have built choultries and muttams especially
in the main streets which give a good appearance t0 it.

9 The town has neither trade on a large scale nor factories at work,

e

nor are there officials except a very few, drawing higher salaries.

3. Since the institution of the Municipality, there have been 16 Council-
lors ; the privilege of electing the Chairman and a fourth of the Councillors was

accorded to this town in the year 1891.

4, The taxes on houses have been till now assessed by the Chairman
and appeals against the same were heard and disposed of by the Council.

5. There has been nothing on record throwing the least slur either on
ihe Chairman or the Councillors in the matter of fixing the rent, &c.

6. During the year 1896-97 the then Chairman assessed the houses in

the Municipality ab Rs. 6,000 which the Government proposed to increase consider-

ing the necessity for improved sanitation.

7. The above Governrﬁent Order having been received in September
1896, the Chairman seems to have expressed his inability to comply with the

same.
g. Owing to the difference of opinion between the Councillors and the
Chairman the Government Order we anderstand, was not given effect to.

9. During tke year 1897-98 the tax was raized by half a per cent. from.

74 t08; which fact the memorialists fear, 18 not known to Your Excellency.

10. The memorialists are really unable to anderstand the necessity for
over Rs. 500 to assess the house-

the appointment of a special officer ab & cost of

tax.

11. Of the several streets 1n the town the eastern row of the West Car

Street is very attractive. Four officials pay a renb of Rs. 6, 7, 8 and 10 respec-

tively for houses in this street. The memorialists most humbly beg to point out
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t of rent actually received. As instances of the same the

be mentioned :—
Estimated value. Tax.
R

Locality. o
s.
3,000

House.
West Car Street,

Soo oS r

1. Thiravadorai Madam.
9. Thillai Govinda Naikar’s. Muruga Pillai Street. 500
3. Perumaroya Pillai’s Bazaar Street. 600
0ld Salia Street. 700
400

4. Singaram Pillai’s

5. Janskammah’s. Katha Pillai Santhu.

9l. Owing to the importance of the place many muttams, choultries and
ave been established for giving food to the poor, &c.  Such places
m assessment have now been burdened with taxation.
92. That the taxes have been uncharitably raised will be clear to Your
re fact that there has been appeal in more than 50 per cent.

re to have the taxes raised for which he has been

93, 1In his eager desi
ly afraid it the assessment officer

specially appointed, the memorialists are serious
leration to their revision petitions.

would give any consid
m are nominated against 4 elected will

94. The Counecillors 12 of who
vernment order not do their duty gatis-

pport the Go
ls on the house tax now levied. The memorialists

wo fear in their anxiety to su
h seems to be existing in the Council would

ding the appea
hat the party-spirit whic
e at their hands.

sactorily in deci
are also afraid

also spoil the cas
95. As the tax would grind down Your Excellency’s memorialists from

year to year they could look up to nobody but Your Excellency for their relief ab
this critical moment.

96, A copy of the resolution
vil 1898 is herewith submitted for Y.

passed aba public meeting held on the 7th
; Ap our Excellency’s perusal.

97 Confident of a fair and just hearing ab Your Excellency’s hands so
1 known throughout the Presidency, the memorialists most humbly pray that

y will be most graciously pleased
(1) To cancel the assessment fixed by an officer who is an entire
stranger to the town and who has been guided by nothing
but his isolated and arbitrary opinion in the matter of fixing
1d to fix the taxes now in force, or

wel
Your Excellenc

the rental value a
assessed by a committee composed of
£ the nominated Councillors and 3 of

(2) - To have the houses re-
dently of the influence

the Chairman ; one O
the elected Councillors indepen
ed from any of the assessment registers.

receiv
nd charity, Your Excellency’s memorialists most

For which act of justice a

Your Excellency’s

humbly pray-
most obedient and humble servants.
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