


o e by -
ot }/% Dated 10th January. 1898
Pt e _

Received o
Registered
Enclosures
Spare copies

SUBJECT,

Comﬁunigatihg to the
Departments of the éecretaria ﬁd
the Heads of Depar
Revenue Deptig. thelappointment of
a Famine,Conmissigﬁgs and authgri |
sing the Commissioner;of Rev. apﬂl
ment, Land Record

ct communication with'the

siones.




Smm.
Appointment of a Famine Commission to formulate for future guidance

© tho experiences of the famine of 1896-97.
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Bcivact from 0 Wofmammmafwi-. of R
85—245-26 (Famine), dated the 23rd December 1897.

Agriewiiare—=N0-

to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, No. 86, dated 25th November

'1'
(2) Telegram from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, dated 22nd December 1897,
R ,

: of State,
fo int o small Commission 0 formulate for future guidance the lessons
whi the fnmine praﬁ has to f,ea_ch. The G:ovGrDPr General in
Council will take another opporhmity of publicly 'axprasgmg his appreciation
of the manner in which the operations for the relief of distress have been. con-
ducted ; while any complete e . of them must await the receipt of _the
Provincial rts. But the information already at his disposal warrants him

r:K:t, regarded with reference to their objects which was to prevent

‘t?):flolss of human life tion at the smallest expense to the tax-payng
communi those operatio have on the whole been cons%cuou ly suceessful.
9. As was t0 expe however, the methods by W ch that object
b b. ttained, and the measure of economy which “has been secured in
th” Cistration 0 relief, have not been the same in all provinoces e
o 80T i for £ rolief of distress which has been elaborated n
o ! 10 the Jines ddown bytheFamm' e Co missl ion of 1878,811 em Od.led
vamce L0 Famine C now, for the first time in mOS of the
in the Prov' ractically tested on a large ccale ; and on the whole it
1 the experience © the past year has suggest

affected rovinces
: _ But whil 3 ;
stootf the trial well. B ‘ﬁnes which were prasqnbed as the basis for the

has
no alterations el ', found necessary> in almost every province, to
administration ofotrehqf’ ;foﬁfnfee from the detailed provisions of the local
depart i S5 nov * eet the differiné conditions distress And the direction
Code m © have taken varied from province t0 province.
which these oo thus be of incalculable value when India is
3. The :;h famine. But in order t0 render it available for future
next face to face tial to collect and collate it while the facts are fresh, and to
jdance, it eﬁsﬂ“@ ded ¥ Amine Codes. 1t is no doubt the case that, while
cmbody it 2% relief is tobe? inistered may pmperlg be prescribed
under the varying

d lines 1 ES tons in detail Will be necossATy :
for the whole . the several provinces, and that each province must
oS : " that almost every province

gxperilfnce of others, andd it will be .
measures to collate that experience ; and especially,
advisable to eot::‘:ﬁ rehelf and the pumbers re_lieved have been larger than elsZ.

the uteness of the distress and the population affected

where | : ac

where 1% P""Po‘t,hiroent? ?h%t ® canses the ex¢osS s, dug, ., Whetle 20
311 it, to IV gollowed in other provinces might not, on 2 future occa-
orence tot diminishing the efficacy of the measures to be

adbeciuos the % e
adopted- T i o et parrower in sCOpe than that entrusted to th
4 vme.rnqﬂ‘fy N ion, which was - appoi te(g with such signal advantagz

. lsqsﬁ?l‘l:l;l%? years ago DO g.enerq.l famine policy had been enunciated
in . I tho © en gamed in Behar in 1?73 and in Southern India
by Go;ernm&om what were virtually expenments in rqhef, was all that was avail-
in 187 Commission had to formulate & policy and to evolve general
able; | a‘nes for guidance in the actual presence of famine. But this was, perhaps,
St tion of their duties. They were also bidden to consider

the I vise pon Meas of the widest possible nature, such as might  dimi-
b the severity of famines, OF place the people in & better condition for
ma s »" The programme that was laid down by them accordingly under
enduring P75 yeqsures of protection and prevention”’ has since then been
actively prosec“ted,' .and though much still remains and always will remain
o b done, the omissions and defects are fully recognised, and are gradually
ender ]} with as opportunity offers, and no further general inquiry of this
e is either necessary Of gdﬂsable. . 8o, too, the experience of the past year
has shown that the geperal lines of policy laid down in 1878 stand in no need of
-deration. 1t 18 the details of the cheme of relief that require to be

reconst : .
Sevised. But in such a matter details are hardly less important than principles.




. to the degree ;'mooué"‘v?ﬂ'{oli'ﬂmt;mimhcﬁuﬂtﬁn&w»
of distress and the saving sls ed Primarily with regard fo the
ettt .@,ésmnnt?ﬁ.mma m;%‘a'?, with .335

to advise as to the measures

oo 1o 2dvise as.jo the meastrs Bk mekhods of wockis which seem 1ik
(ot LT to provem t effective in ¥ g : »
o umy v I D b ot g ik e kel

% jn‘c”’ ﬁwme and 48

33’._.»'24;‘.26/ ‘4 23’}{,065%&(% /392
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Opder, Goeon, o, 17 Prgss oo 107 Jarnary (998

Gommanicalid b Be Depertmets of o
ygmw and Ke /q(aaé& % ,04/5(’\/\%»&?.,4 ‘V"\d(/z/

| ¢ Bresident of the Commission will be 8t Jatmcs e incsc . o .
G.C.I.-;E{., l‘I.(.'}.(S.I.,. late Liehtmant-(}ovemqr of the Pu;l;:l: kﬁr"f?,

the Commission will be § n-Colonel Richardson, > g ] & e ,\/9 c,h&h/ln« mn/( . 8 Y
of Civil Hospitals, Noﬂ.h-%este Provinee and_( M e reneral 2 & & R
_ Los, uir i '°"“'(F"mr£j,f$° Governmens 3%“5 i the Do 2. He Gommissionen of Rew s
b : a 3 Ar.T. Higham, C.LE., Tnenant Foruner
~ of Irrigation and Joint wry to the Goy 152 Inspector

s Bty i i & Cullovix el &
: Secr sovernment of India in the puyios em Rt A7, : : é 29 ’
Works Department ; and Raj B dur Bipin Krishna HAHE "Go'n' : Ca/ZW'u/ M a,_ TRV
~ ment Ad ocate, Nagpur, and Secretq 10 the Provincial Coprie? 2OVern- dl',.‘ L Corn Mt

¢ Biiing Ghucitoble Bl b Mr. 8. 3. Molapa AL Oo | 8

. he ¢
mission as a temporary  Member while the .are actually. makm’gt it
within thce;{;rovinoe, one of its own officers who is ersonally acquainted with
the practical working of the system of relief a.doptetf and wgose Presence will
ensure that material points are not overlooked or misunderstood.

: 7. The Commission will be formally constituted on the arrival of Sir Jameg
Lyall and Dr. Richardson from England. They will probably wi isi
Bombay, Madras; ‘Bengal, the Central Provinces, the North-Western Provinces
and Oudh, and possibly Berar, and to make inquiries upon the spot ; but the
Governor General in Council desires to leaye the matter of method and proce-
dure in the investigation with which they are charged entirely to their

tion. * The general conduct of the inquiry and the regulation of the course of

business before the Commission wil] be entrusted i i

cation with the Members, The Commission, through thejr Secreta
under the instructiqns of the President, will corres
ernments and Departments of the

authorities with wg i On

T. Mol ' miktes of th Kk & ‘{’S A, ok Tivchkel B afll
: : , - J. MecIntosh, I. s Wil be' Rartade o ~ (n$
to the Commission. The representation on & small %'i) mission of . ol Aéw.aéﬁ '& e/‘. j ﬁ
rovinee affected by the late famine is imposst %e;.but the Government of i
esire that each Local Government shouls nominate, to be attached to ¢} i

,r/#w( b MWW'M”‘? ’(-a.d,&?/fo-w ZZ}'
J . ¢ R4, ,
5&0«{-&»» of Brerns "’zym @fff.a_u{-//

4: I /sf_:,:.,_f;?g G

in the event of the Commission Visiting a province, they may be affo every 7
facility for their inquiries.
S O
OrDER.—Ordered, that copies of this Resolution he forwarded to the Locg]
Govt. of Madras. Ch. Commr. of C. P, Governments noted in the marej
» g::g‘:;ﬁ » 3;;?;" to the Secretary to the Famine
. N.-W, P. & Oudh, o Ajmere. Commission, and to the Foreign,
» Punjab, The Resident at Hyderabad. Public ‘Works, Home, and Finance
»  Burma. Departments of the Government
of India for information.
Ordered also, that it be published in the Supplement to the Gazette of India
for general information.

By order,
DENZIL IBBETSON,
Secretary to the Government of India.
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