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Proceedings of a General Meeting of the Munici

; cipal Commissione

for the City of Madras, held at their OfficepPremiszllinIlongps
Errah Bauloo Ghetty Street, Black Town, on Mon,dao. tf’
27th June, 1898, at 8 p. m., under the provisions of they,C'te
of Madras Municipal Acts I and VII of 1884 and II of 18921 £

PRESENT :

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir George Moore, K%, C.LE., President
H. Ormerod, Esq. ;
M. R. Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.

M. R. Ry. R. Balakistnama Chetty Garu.

M. R. Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal.

Cowasjee Eduljee, Esq.

M. R. Ry. Salla Gurusawmy Chetty Garu.

M. R. Ry. M. Venkataramiah Chetty Garu.

M. R. Ry. S. Subbayya Chetty Garu.

M.R.Ry. P, M. Sivangnana Mudaliar Avargal.

Mahomed Sheriff Khan Babadur,

M. R. Ry. N. Appusundaram Pillai Avargal.

M. R.Ry. C. S. Theagaroya Mudaliar Ayg#ral,
Mir Muzheruddin Sahib Bahadur,

J. DeCaster, Esq.
M. R. Ry. Diwan Bahadur V. Krishnama Charriar Avargal.

M. R. Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu,

M. R. Ry. W. 5. Venkataramanjulu Naidu Garu.
M. R. Ry. M. K. Lakshmana Charriar Avargal,
W. D. Smith, Esq.

Surgeon-Captain F. J. Crawford.

M. R. Ry. C. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu.

M. R. Ry. V. C. Desika Charriar Avargal.

M. R. Ry. P. Subramania Iyer Avargal.

Permanent Assistant Health Officer.

Tre Presipet:—Gentlemen, the first business this evening is the resolution of whi
7 . . . . o < 1
3¢, Muzhernddin has given notice and which was up some time ago, sidkir

Mg. Muzueruppix moved the following resolution :—“that in view of the fact that Mad
is rapidly growing in population, thereby necessitating the adoption of improved sanitar adras
and precautions, and that the sanitation of the town as a whole is far from being perfeg(;y mZaSm:es
factory, as is proved by the constant heavy rateof mortality and the permanence of e -Zn ?a'tls'
virulent type, such as fever, small-pox and cholera, the Health Officer be at once relievlc)il (;mlcs of
tion of his desk work by the appointment of a competent permanent assistant, so tha,te ho npe
enabled to devote greater attention and more time to out-door work and exercise , greater e mafy.be
and discipline over his subordinates.” BRPRLYIRION

Gentlemen,

There are two points to be considered in connection with this proposition, viz., (1) Is the
sanitation of Madras really unsatisfactory ? (2) Is it absolutely necessary that ’t . i »( )‘ s t..he.
another medical officer should be engaged ? With regard to the first question I muste selt‘lv;lces of
sanitation of the town as a whole is defective and imperfect ; at any rate it is not w ::ty e at»:i tho‘
be. Tt is true that some improvements have already been made, and that Madras of th ! ; Oul-d
not the same as it was some twenty years back, but still a good deal remains undone. ;;: S:{:ﬂl;

not rest content with the progress that has been made. The sanitation of any place is capable of
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vast and effectual improvements. We must therefore make strenuous efforts to elevate the sani-

tary state of the city and bring it to perfection by all possible means and legitimate methods. Let
us not be led away by the beauties of the city, natural and artificial, the works of arts mncrni.ﬁcent
buildings and luxuriant parks. These are not the proper criterion of sanitation. Sax;itnt?on must
be judged by the filthy streets and thoroughfares, by those portions of the town huddled with ill-
ventilated .houses occupied by our poorer living brethren and the rate of mortality. Penetrate

therefore, into the core of the crowded parts and wander through the celebrated gutters of the cit ’
You will then painfully realise what the sanitation of our metropolis is. Gentlemen, what a soe:t;
of woes do th'e streets of Triplicane, Chintadripet and Black Town present! They aI:e an eye-sore
and focus of infection of the worst type. Wherever you go, gentlemen, squali.dness and disease
meet your eyes and morbific stench welcomes you with open arms. No one can imagine
nnless he i the filthy and offensive condition of some parts of our city. The t;wn
as a wh-ole is hideously filthy. There is no spectacle so miserable and disgusting as the
parch.emes scattered about in the city, and one’s heart sickens at their horrible sight.
In slflte of these existing evils, gentlemen, you will be surprised to learn that about 41 tons of
rubbl'sh and 1,364 cubic feet of night soil are daily unremoved. Where is the rubbish and
th? night soil that is removed taken and deposited ? Itis deposited in depits located in most un-
sm.table localities within the inhabited area. For instance, the Brick-kiln-road Depdt, containing
as it does, about 4,45,567 cubic feet of filth, apart from being within the watershed of ; large part
o.f Madras, is within 50 yards of numerous dwellings. There are several depdts of this kind within the
city. In a.dd.ition to these, we have several sewage farms within the precincts of the town. I
leave you to judge fo? yourselves, whether any town, with so many dirty parcherries, rubbish depdts,
::w;z:itfharms,l :nd th;h suc?x a gigantic mass of rpbbish and night soil unremoved every day, will
e myb-e : tla:no possn.bly be h.ea.lthy. When the town itself is diseased, nothing which lives
mortalfvit ;a t 'y,;&nd thlﬂ. explains the appalling death-rate in this town. The average rate of
Bombayycop:;’a:: fl:von‘::::ﬂ 18 .4161'9, aocordi.ng to the vital statistics of 1896-97. Both Calcutta and
B i ert:ﬁ Mifdras in this respect. The death-rate in Calcutta in the same
sl ryed o :t ty in Bomi.)a.y for the last 2 years has been something awful, but
be 749 per day. Calculated a:llceg; but t;aktng the vital statistics of 1894-05, we find the rate to
R s o kb inMﬁmMadmr?seh.C:lcutta sbould have 71 a day and Bombay &5. So
e 3 igher than the two thickly populated towns in India.
P TS ARy y the Registrar-General of England, it will be seen that Cairo,

; and St. Petersburg are the only places in the world whi i
Madras in the speedy destruction of their inhabitants. The Mad T e
missioner, leaves this world 2} times Quicker than tﬁ i i msc:e. o e S o A
conditiouns under which he resid 3 e o et e R i e
sides were fairly good sanitarily. Cholera 11-
fever are our four permanent foes. Last year there were 113 S e
s, 5O B Voot w S B T e deaths from small-pox, 410 from
RS I I AR e s el smauy ar up to 3lst March there were 108 at-
S B Pt B -pox and measles broke out with viralence
P 8t March last, there w
60 deaths from small- . T N Reks a7
s pox and 345 deaths from measles. It is i 2

ber of cases might have been concealed and death reported s b Sl il
Well, gentlemen, in the face of such facts and convincin : fi g o o, Tt
that Madras is not insanitary ? Having done my best tog iz e g g

Madvras by facts and figures, I shall next proc . prove the insanitary corndition of
R SO L : '\%%&‘ ““““ ,.\p‘\eed to discuss the second question. Let us first see

AT ultifarions duties
consists of attending to compl
new buildings, attending to correspondence of va?cination and mortuary departments respectively
checking Sanitary Inspectors’ diaries, and attending to cholera and small-pox reports. His outdoor
work consists in the inspection of nearly 1,500 streets and lanes, 200 parcherries an d baiting grounds,
290 public latrines, 38 markets, 8 muster-depdts, and th? .snp?rvision SRR oF s guty 9000
men. Being the chief of the Conservancy Departmentt it is his duty to attend to the muster o
gcavengering carts. Isit possible, gentlemfan, fo.r a su.lgle man to do full justice to such 2 Jarge

duties ? It is certainly impossible. Calcutta, with a population of about

of onerous
;alt:ll:l):gs,n;as two Assistant Health Officers on Rs. 500 a month each, and one Superintendent of

aints regarding sanitary matters, issuing licenses, examining plans of

T g e SR T d o
of our Health Officer are. Hiewatsrthe vifiarde rntler-deavy. It
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month. Bombay, with a population of about 8 lakhs, has not less than
It was only the other day I saw a notice in the papers for applicants for
the post of three Divisional Health Officers on Rs. 600, rising to Rs. 1,000, a month each. 1s it too
much to ask for a single assistant for snch an extensive town as Madras, which has a population of
nearly 5 lakhs. Our Sanitary Commissioner lays great stress on the necessity of employing two
medical officers, instead of one. He says for inquiry into the causes of diseases, there
are no men specially appointed in Mudras, bat it is very necessary that two medical
ghould be entertained to carry out this important sanitary duaty. He fuarther
states in bis inspection notes of this Municipality that “ to pay an officer the salary
pefitting the professional acquirements of a Health Oificer of a town of 4,50,000 inhabitants,
and then to ask him to see that scavengers are mustered at the proper hours and that the contractors
produce the required namber of bullocks, i, in my opinion, a simple waste of money. Such daties
should be relegated, as T pointed out in my reports of 1882 and 1890, to a subordinate officer, who
should fill the function of Superintendent of Conservancy. : A salary of Rs. 300 would probably be
required for a suitable map. Such a man, placed at the dxs;')osa,l of the Health Officer, would un-
doubtedly be of great utility in secaring the correct working of the conservancy establishment.”
Gentlemen, the necessity of another medical officer to help and work with the Health Officer is ab-
solately essential. I may tell you thut an assistant would be able to relieve the Health Officer of a
portion of his office work as well a3 executive duties in connection with conservancy, and thus enable
him to make frequent visits to the most insanitary parts, to inspect and offer advice as tothe sanitary
conditions of the water-supply and of sewage, to work in the laboratory for detecting adulterations
when the Adulteration Act comes into force, and to adopt preventive measures to stamp out special
diseases of the zymotic class. Having impressed on you the absvlute necessity and urgency
of appointing another medical officer, T shall conclude with a few remarks on the financial
question. Let us not be daunted or pafiled at the financial difficulties. Sanitation is a question
of life and death. It is more important than building markets, constructing bridges or lighting
the town with electricity or gas. We must improve sanitation at any cost, and whatever is
spent on it is well-spent. The whole Sanit»a'try Department reflnires a thorough reorganisation. One
competent man is of greater help and service than scom?s of 1‘ncompebent persons. Dr. Cook, while
he was here, bitterly complained of the incompetency, inefficiency, and inadequacy of the sauitary

staff. In his report to Gov

Conservancy on Rs. 930 a
3 permanent assistants.

men

ernment, he mentioas, ‘No question that the staff and establishment is

quite inadequate for the requireménts of the tOWI'l." The.Mm;lras Manicipality has but one proper-
ly qualified man to 7 in Calcutta, and a similar disproportion is to be observed all the way dowu.
Is it not a dead loss to the Manicipality to feed such a large proportion of worthless men ? Let
us have a small band of really competent and thoroughly qualified men and earnest workers rather
and within a few years, I assure you, Madras will become quite
seant from a sanitary point of view. Let no considerations

Spend we must on a matter of such prime importance, a
3 1Ce,

than an army of incompetent men,
a different place from what it is ab pre
of cost or expenses defeat our object.
matter which is directly concerned with the health and well-being of nearly 5 lakhs of human beinbs
ander our care. Dr. Parker says in his Hygiene; “ It has been proved over and over again th:t
nothing is so costly as disease and nothing is so remunerative as the outlay which augments health
and in so doing augments the amount and value of work done.”  Well, gentlemen, if you are hesita:
ting to support this proposition on financial considerations, I can point out to you a little saving
that has lately been effected in our expenses, and a portion out of it may be utilised for this pn:-
pose with great advantage. When the flushing of drains was under the charge of the Public Works
Department, the annual expenditure for its maintenance was about Rs. 32,000, and it was recently
amalgamated with the Health Department. It is caleulated that about Rs. 17,000 a year would be
sufficient for its upkeep, and thus there is a saving of nearly Rs. 15,000 a year, an(i out of this
amount a few thousand may be devoted for this purpose without any extra pressure on the Muni-

cipal funds.

Mg. LaksaMANA CHARIAR :—(entlemen, I have great pleasure in seconding Mr. Mir Mu-
yheruddin Sahib and endorsing his views so lucidly expressed in regard to the insanitary state of
Madras and the imperative necessity of appointing a permanent Assistant Health Officer. If we
are really anxious 4o see the health of our town improve, we must relieve the Health Officer of a
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:::; ::aieef::ct;u: :::t!.n pro;e;n?nts.' We must therefore make strenuous efforts to elevate the sani-
S AN e gy“;]e b‘::gt-lt frOfPerfec.tlon by all possible means and legitimate methods. Let
TG S T p e pa,.k: w;: the city, natural and artificial, the works of arts, magnificent
be judged by the filthy streets. d L ok the proper oriterion of sanitation. Sanitation must

and thoroughfares, by those portions of the town huddled with ill- =

ventilated houses occupied by our poo ivi
- poorer living bre n an
Aeiie it By S o e : g thre d the rate of mortality. Penetrate,

: 3 } wander through the celeb :
onnozlsltizhtr p:‘nlely rea‘llse what the sanitation of our mefropolis i‘:e r;‘;endtlf:ters (;f i .
1 : x w3 e *

of w .e 8 re'e s of Triplicane, Chintadripet and Black Town resent ! Th & b '
and focus of infection of the worst type. S ey are an eye-sore

meet your eyes and morbific stench WG&‘:::V;: go:i:;;,og::tlermen, squalidoess and disease
unless he sees the filthy and offensive condition of soms artms.f
as a whole is hideously filthy. There is no spectacle so mIi)sersbl0
parcherries scattered about in the city, able

SRR e

No one can imagine
our city. The town

and disgusting as the

4 and one’s heart sickens i i i

In spite of these existing evils, gentlemen, you will be surprised to le::n ::‘:" :)‘:":‘lee t:ghté
at abou ns o

rubbish and 1,364 cubic feet of night soil are daj
: SR aily unremoved. Wh : ’
the night sonl. t:ha.t. i r?moved taken and deposited ? It is deposited in d:"gt 1;; the 'rubblsh and
suitable localities within the inhabited area. For instance, the Bl‘iCk'kilnI.)m:docI’;tedb in mos.t fm'
as it does, about 4,45,567 cubic feet of filth, apart from being within the watershe(; z Et’ clontammg
of a large part

of Madras, is within 50 yards of numerous dwellin

. ,is w gs. There are several d is ki ithi

city. In add.ltlon to these, we have several sewage farms within the ep::io f tI:hls lfnnd Sk

leave you to judge for yourselves, whether any town, with so many dirty pl;rch::risesor;::' :Ozn' t I
: / 1sh depots,

sewage farms, and with such a gigantic mass of 1 . ¢

be healthy. It cannot possibly be healthy, Wh:ib:;nsehto:l: i:;i:]ftiss:i: nm‘:;mov \ :

in it will be healthy, and this explains the appalling death-rate in this :03'89 » nothing which lives
mortality per day in Madras is 469, according to the vital statistics of 1896w;’.7 The average rate of
Bombay compare favourably with Madras in this respect. The T o : Both C'a.lcutta and
year is 667 per day. The mortality in Bombay for the last 2 years has be g balcuu:,a b
that is due to altered circumstances ; but taking the vital statistics of 189Z.egr5°methmg awful, but
be 749 per day. Calculated at Madras rate Calcatta should have 71ad 9, we find the rate to
you clearly see that mortality in Madras is higher than the two thick] ay !:n@ Bombay 85. So
According to a table furnished by the Registrar-General of England yi‘}:op.\;l ated towns in India.
Alexandria, Moscow and St. Petersburg are the only places in the wo’ s s e,

Madras in the speedy destruction of their inhabitants. The Madra rld which can compete with

T : : 2 see, sa 2
missioner, leaves this world 23 times quicker than there is any occasion b :’SShzt:l-dSamtax‘-g got.;:.
; provided the

conditions under which he resides were fairly good sanitarily. Cholera, small

fever are our four permanent foes. Last year there were 113 deaths ,fro all-pox, measles and
measles, 5,700 from fever, and 169 from cholera. This year up to 31st Ma::m:ﬂd)ox, 410 from
tacks and 74 deaths from cholera. In January last small-pox and measles brok there v;vere : 108 at-
and committed great havoe. Up to 3lst March last, there were neaz-le 150 oSty
60 deaths from small-pox and 345 deaths from measles. It is ver rkyl 400 a'ttacks and
ber of cases might have bheen concealed and death reported asy d.: ely a good num-
Well, gentlemen, in the face of such facts and convincing figares e
that Madras is not insanitary ? Having done my best to prove t;1e
Madras by facts and

_srhet "J"IJ“‘ :
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Conservancy on Rs. 930 a month. Bombay, with a population of about 8 lakhs, has not less than
3 permanent assistants. It was only the other day I sa.w.a.. notice in the papers for applicants for
the post of three Divisional Health Officers on Rs. 600, rising to Rs. 1,000, a month each. Is it too
much to ask for a single assistant for such an extensive town as Madras, which has a population of
nearly 5 lakhs. Ouar Sanitary Commissioner lays great stress on the necessity of employing two
medical officers, instead of one. He says for inquiry into the causes of diseases, there
are no men specially appointed in Madras, but it is very necessary that two medical
men should be entertained to carry out this important savitary duty. He further
states in his inspection notes of this Municipality that ““ to pay an officer the salary
befitting the professional acquirements of a Health Olicer of a town of 4,50,000 inhabitants,
and then to ask him to see that scavengers are mustered at the proper hours and that the contractors
produce the required number of bullocks, is, in my opinion, a simple waste of money. Such daties
should be relegated, as I pointed out in my reports of 1882 and 1890, to a subordinate officer, who
should fill the function of Superintendent of Conservancy. : A salary of Rs. 300 would probably be
required for a suitable map. Such a man, placed at the dls[‘)osa.l of the Health Officer, would un-
doubtedly be of great utility in secaring the correct working of the conservancy establishment.”
Gentlemen, the necessity of another medical officer to help and work with the Health Officer is ab-
solately essential. I may tell you thut an assistant would be able to relieve the Health Officer of a
portion of his office work as well as executive duties in connection with conservancy, and thus enable
him to make frequent visits to the most insanitary parts, to inspect and offer advice as tothe sanitary
conditions of the water-sapply and of sewage, to work in the laboratory for detecting adulterations
when the Adulteration Act comes into force, and to adopt preventive measares to stamp out special
diseases of the zymotic elass. Having impressed on you the absolute necessity and urgency
of appointing another medical officer, I shall couclude. with a few remarks on the financial
question. Let us not be daunted or bafled at the financial difficulties. Sanitation is a question
of life and death. It is more important than building markets, constructing bridges or lighting
the town with electricity or gas. We must improve Sanita.tion at any cost, and whatever is
spent on it is well-spent. The whole Sanitary Department requires a thorough reorganisation. One
s of greater help and service than scm'e?s of 1'ncompeteut persons. Dr. Cook, while
he was here, bitterly complained of the incom.petency, meﬁ"lclefwy, and inadequacy of the sauitary
staff. In his report to Government, he mentions, *“No question that the staff and establishment is
hLe requirements of the town.” The'Mudras Municipality has but one proper-
ly qualified man to 7 in Calcutta, and & similar disproportion is to be ?bserved all the way dowu.
Is it not a dead loss to the Municipality to feed such a large P.POPOI’thn Of-Worbhlsus ol Po Tiot
us have a small band of really competent and thoroughly qualified men and earnest workers rather
than an army of incompetent men, and within a few yffal'-‘s I a}.SSure }'Ol.l, Madras will become quite
a different place from what it is at preseot from a sanitary point of view. Let no considerations
ect. Spend we must on a matter of such prime importance, a
matter which is directly concerned with the h?a,lth a‘nd well-being of nearly 5 lakhs of haman N
ander our care. Dr. Parker says in his H:yglene; 1t ha.s been proved over and over again that
nothing is so costly as disease and nothing is s0 remunerative ,a:s the outlay which augments health,
80 INBALs~ ;. anoments the amount and value of work done.” Well, gentlemen, it you are hesita-
tary Subordinates of the MuniClpaisy, - 1 ...ciderations, I can point out to you a little saving

‘saﬂltﬂrv ()v who was lnfOI med Of the bleﬂ lnx G v
erseer, -
‘ heta are cases oi |-“‘thls pl'll'-

nested him to disinfect the houses where the cholera took place, to which he promised he would
r:tinl to but mot seen to hav> even attempt sd to it. I would here admit that the street was
3 tty clean on the day when the Sanitary Overseer was present, but since then, I have uot seen
pre

ny of ¥ officers passiog by the street. I therefore reqnest the Chairman to give the Sanitary
a .
Officers necessary orders in the matter.

competent man i

quite inadequate for t

of cost or expenses defeat our obj

I beg to remain,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant
G. M. RUNGIAH,
A Resident.”
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portion of his desk work ivi :
sk Ofﬁcel:yhf’svll)ng him an able assistant, We know very well, gentlemen, that
SeaVel5t ety 8 s L ]een se]ectfad from the Indian Medical Service to. take care of the
R T capacit,? a:de I;;H?er his care and I need hardly mention that he has given us
ik wair SR HR o P S o: t}‘:'ency, limt we must always bear in mind that should there be
B Rl o h;pelesq ; e frontier, he may be taken away from us at a few Lours’ notice-
weetiins Tor THED v ol ;;hs a.t.e. He will carry away with him all his schemes and sug-
A T R bl e (:ty and leave everything in an unfinished condition. If he
R GO iy e“b im, he can teach him and train him, and the latter will be
i Etinsh, it e non::f emes‘and suggestions even if he is taken away suddenly from
ol of e Fanlle™ ok B s us will oppose such a sensible proposition on the frivolous
may perhaps fittingly conclade b : m‘f mnch money wehave mor how much money we g
Bk oo R Comm-y l.nakmg a few observations regarding the mauner in which we
P A ::‘;rci‘;iﬁ]:izltih:m};::mises and assurances made to the voters.

Tae Presipext :—He is only speaking for himself.

Mg. Varaparra Na1DU :—I wi r to
—I1 wish to k
akets i ish to know whether these remarks apply to himself or t all

Tre PrRESIDENT :—You m
: ust restrict your ob i
choose to stigmati v : Jour ouservationg . to_ your o i
o gmatise yourself, you may doso ; but you cannot be all yd o T e S0
St ahis owed to stigmatise all the Com-
Mge. VeExxataramian Cuerry:—H
:—Have -
e subjor? ‘ you any complaint from the present Health Officer on
Tue PresipENT :—Read the resolution to the meeting.

Mgz. Suspian Cnerry:—I should like to have your views on the matte
atter.

Trr PresipeNt :—My views are, tha .
ver.y great assistance and would relieve the I;;allrhdt())u;:einofis:::::;H:lﬂth Ot?icer would be of
;:::,;?:ii ;p a lot of h.is time and prevents him from devoting m °r:z.i:: :Zﬂtun: dand drudgery
o himsel‘;?;??::tzg}for the re-org.a,nization of the Health Departmen:nan;o :hew o;:a’i;:
i e ki SRR i yHgT appled with the details. T think if you wait a litt) 1d .b
Attt O ﬂice: wil? “ ealth Department really requires. I think very ‘ 1‘:1:;:)] wot‘;l t :
can't tell you how long he willa;e :: Puotiomad 2%, pemt o Have n bemf’m'ﬁ r’;an :I“: I
LTl i) vos o thenos hel’ _mporary- I think the question may very we]l'ge ut off a
ment. That an Assistant Hea?thyolf:ito the- question of the reorganization of the Health pDBP'“'t‘
1 think it is absolately necessary. -1 54 will have to be appointed I have no hesitation in saying.
s g y. -Ithink we might wait a little, especi .

porary man doing duty. pecially as we have this

Mg. MuzreruDDIN :—I have no objection to defer the proposition

MR, VENKATARAMIA fk
A # CHETTY :—1 propose the consideration of the question be adjourned -

sine die.
causes,

Me. P. SupraMANYA IYER :—I second it~ ~4all “we sHlt

’ = _—ay Dest to prove the- <"
,Q,,,,,,a's'gall next proceed to discuss ¢%<-m="4"

= ”f“"‘{'w-&ﬁ_&“.-_ o

osition was carried.

Standing Committee.
Standing Committee of the 18th March were recorded.

e Standing Committee of the 1st April.
nue Officer’s pension. Yon

complete the gervice 20 %
of their power to grant ¢

Proceedings of the

Proceedings of th
one about the late Reve
peing allowed him to

may remember

d refmed the

Tur PRESIDENT .—This is
e ex-

that the auditors objected to time et :

i i here that it was ou :
tter back. The Standing Committee say Lo : . e
tmas':n There seems to be some doubt whether it 1s within their power or not I:s e ot
e A is appealing. 1 think therefore We may defer that qu .

time the late Revenue Officer

was agreed to.

S e lmaasiipi T o

5
Mr. P. Tuesearova Cmerry :—I should like to have some information regarding th
g garding the

prosecution of Rungiab, whether the sanction of the Standing Committee was obtained to th
¢ ined to the ex-

penditure incurred.
Tae PresiDENT :—I will explain how matters stood. I
; ; . It was a Police 1
they pat in a charge sheet. The charge was under the Penal Code but the Prosecut_prosecutmn and
1
ed by the Health Officer. In the middle of it the case took a curious turn The‘“}‘:{Wﬁ]-:lcor(l)dnct-
: v ea S hbp
; ct the prosecution and a lawyer had to be eng 10 dﬂlce,
was an ordinary charge sheet prosecution. There has been a great deal said about hbaae e
: 0
as a matter of fact I am myself responsnble for the prosecution. I found that threeud tt}? S
in that street had not been entered as cholera but as fever. In one case tl(nm o
in by Rungiah was that the child was suffering from cholera but the medical man tbe re'port i
said it was diarrheaand not cholera at all. It was on that I directed the PPOSGCuti:n :n(ll)m;g on it
o be lannch-

went away and there was nobody to condu

ed with a view to suppress these alarmist reports.
Mg, TrescAroys Crerry :—Have you taken any steps against the Overseer and the S
e Sanitary

Inspector ?
Tar Presipext : —You know perfectly well how things can be turned and twisted
wis .

Mg. P. Suramanya IYER «—What is the question before us ?
Me. Tarscarova Cuerry :—The question before us is the question of lawyer’s f
s fees.

Mge. Desika CHARRIAR .—Was couusel or attorney engaged only after the Health Officer lef
cer left ?

Tpr PRESIDENT :—Yes.
Mr. TuescArovA CrErry :—This is the proposition I intend moving on the subject—¢
ers view the prosecution launched against Rungiah under Section 18; .]:01— T}.mt
Penal Code a8 hasty, unnecessary, ill-advised and not calculated to promote good feol- s
the rate-payers and the Municipality. Resolved also that, under the circumstance e ;l!:g between
ion be borne by the executive concerned.” A serious qu:;tioz 1?]? “:,.;',c?s
e this

incarred in the said prosecuti
should be dealt with very seriously too. The prosecution was launch :
ed against the man b
ecause he

te this letter. (Here he read the letter).

the Commission

wro
« CpppArpAH RoNcian CHETTY STREET PEREAMETTU
? ’

Mapras, 29¢h November, 1897.

Tuae CHAIRMAN,
Municipal Commission,
Madvras.

Stg,
I beg to bring to your notice that cholera has broken out in this street
cases, during the last week and another case has made its appearance this mOmi,n and there were 2
_ e disease will spread all round the gqunarter, as little care is tg]; The street is
tary Subordinates of the Munieipality. [ am sorry Iam obliged to bring this fact to a 913 by .the Sani-
Sanitary Overseer, who was informed of the breaking out of the disease, has yet y 011(; notice as the
to keep the street clean. When I met him last, I informed him that there a.rey cas::a fe any attempt
requested him to disinfect the houses where the cholera took place, to which he r0°' cholera, and
attenlto but mot seen to havs even attempt:d to it. I wounld here admit tﬁatn::lsed he wonld
pretty clean on the day when the Sanitary Overseer was present, but since then, I h e street was
any of the officers passing by the street. I therefore reqnest the Chairman to ,give at‘l’]i ;:;zeen
itary

so insanitary that th

Officers necessary orders in the matter.

I beg to remain,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant
G. M. RUNGIAH,
A Resident,”

o -

i
1
i
1
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Mzg. VExgATARAMIAH CHETTY :—Have we anything in the judgment th
o

was false, unfounded or malicious ? A et

Tue PresipENT :—  No.

' Mr. TI{;:AGAROYA Crerry :—It was a simple complaint to the President informing him ther
were two cases of cholera. The first step takeu on this letter was that it went to the H ?II Rk
ment on the Jst December 1897. Then there was the report of the Sanitar I g I')e'pi'u‘t-
and upon the letter the following note was made :—(Here he read the note); o i el
“ Sir, :

Cuddapah Rungiah Chetty Street is opposite to Messrs. Vevrcatachellam's Tee Fact
. @ actory
2. The petitioner is a young Brahmin empl &
i oyed at Messr: ; 3
s ploy essrs. Parry & (Jo, newly come to this
3. T visited the street last evening at about 3 o'clock and again this morni
orning.

no cases of cholera. There are

4, Last month there were 3 deaths, in a

ifferent h : .
were registered as follows : onses and on different dates and they

(1). An old woman aged 85 years died of General debility on the 24t} November 1897

(2). A female aged I8 ears ded £
ber 1897. S ¥ led from fever after 10 days duration on the 20th Novem-

(3). A male child aged 3 years died from fever on the 30th November 1897

. i i :s
) e OOﬂnterfol]S Of death cﬂrtlﬁcates are here ith ﬂubmitted fO[‘ oar iuf i
5 l b W or mahO"-

6. 1 saw the petitioner, the i
) young Brah
from cholera and when I asked him how he knew':;lll)n oy

Harris, a medical practitioner treated these cases.

me that all these three eases died
ey were to be cholera eases he said that Mr.

8. The Ward Qverseer had been visitin
The petitioner, the Brahmin, I hear spoke to
sniphur and tar. The Overseer replied that he coul
it will only alarm the people.

D. JESUDASEN.”

Upon this the President said “Is there no way under the Penal Code to bringi like
ging men K

9

these to book ?
Tur PresipesT :—1I shall always endeavour to bfing them to book
spreading alarm. >
Mg. Tuescarova CHETTY :—The letter merely gave
comes the order to lay a charge under Section 182.

if I consider they are

You infarmation abont cholera. Then

Me. W. D. Smirn :—What was the result of the prosecution ?

Mg, TresGarova “nEr1Y :—The prosecution was thrown out
he on or about the 29th November 1897, gave f:]e imformation to tixe
pality stating that cases of cholera oceurred in three houses in Cuddapalh
thereby causing the President to use his lawful authority and order inspe
made in these houses to the annoyance of the people dwelling in them.
is the judgment of the Magistrate. (Here he read the Judgment).

The cbarge is this—that
President of the Manici-
Rungiah Chetty Street
ction and enquiry to be

Well, gentlemen, here

Gentlemen, this is the judgment, From this you will find cleay]
i : _ ¥ there wa i
for the person togive the information to the President, but unfortnnately the Lt Tegeta

s Sanita
and the Overseer of the division who generally report on these matters gave e aw

false information as

A s
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generally is the case with them. Ican tell you acase when I myself was placed in a similar

predicament.

Mr. P. Susramania Iver:—I wish to know how these remarks bear upon the present
question. The remarks made are based upon circamstances which we do not know and which we are
not prepared to accept on your statement. If you wish to substantiate your statements by records.

let us have the records circulated to us and then we will accept them.

Mg. Tueacarova Cuerry :—If some of the Commissioners do want information there is the

correspondence between me and the President.

Tue Presipext:—I think you must restrict yourself to this case.

Mr. Tunacarova Currry :—I want to show that this has been going on for a long time
This is the way in which the Municipal executive has been going on for a long time, giving false
statements to the President, and the President wko has such great confidence in his subordinates
quietly writing off to the persons who give information that there was no such case as reported by
him, or if an unfortuna‘e fellow like Rungiah is caught he is prosecuted. Rungiah’s case went on
for a month or so, and perhaps he was obliged to engage a lawyer paying, perhaps Rs. 50 a day.
He must have spent a good deal of money over this case. ‘ What for? For doing his duty us.a,
citizen to point out any defect. Tt was the duty of the President to carefully go into this matter
and to see such irregularities were remedied, instead of which he relied on the Sanitary Inspector
who has been doing the same kind of thing from the time he was made Sanitary Inspector. This
kind of procedure I believe, Sir, is to muzzle the public from making any complaints. If a man is
prosecuted for making a complaint about his street, do you mean to say anybody in Madras will ever
afterwards come forward and make complaints ? The President ought to be very careful in these
matters. Idon’t want to take away much of your time. You have heard the Judgment of the

Magistrate and there the case is very clearly put.

Mg, TirumArAYYA Naipu:—In seconding the proposition, I beg to remark that when such
complaints as that made by Rungiah are made .to su'pe.rior officers it is a healthy sign of the times.
Tnstead of throwing cold water on such complaints it 1s' the duty of the executive to welcome such
information and thank the informant for the gratuitous help given. We cannot expect the
Health Officer to stop in the streets all day, and if the executive find people coming forward to help

them they should be grateful to them,

Me. Supsrau Cuerry :-—I have an amendment to propose ‘“that the Commissioners while
canctioning the expenditure inenrred in connecf;ion with the prosecution of Rungiah, record their
disapproval of the prosecntion." In proposing this amendment although T do not heartily endorse all
the statements made by Mr. Theagaroya Chetty, I must say that the prosecution was an ill-advised
one. The President onght to have called upon Rungiah to adduce such evidence as he can produce, be-
fore him and made an investigation into the case, and then if he was satisfied that the man had with
bad intention made a false report he should have accorded sanction to prosecate the man. It is .very
anfortunate in this case that that procedure was not adopted. At the same time the President places
confidence in his subordinates, and if anybody has misled the President in the present instance, the
sabordinates did. Therefore if any discredit is due, it is due to the subordinates and not to the
President. I am sureyou will all heartily endorse that statement of Mr, Theagaroya Chetty that
if our money be spent on prosecutions like this it would certainly muzzle the mouths of the people
and prevent honest men from making l-epresenta,f-ionﬂ to the President. What alarm can be cansed
by making a reportb to the President that a certain death occurred and it was believed to be a case
of cholera ? The circumstances in the present case, as appears from the Judgment of the Magis-
trate do certainly warrant any resident -making such- a report as ‘Rungiah  did to the
President. I don’t see how it will in the least disturb the equilibrium of the executive of the
Municipality if some report is made that cholera has broken out in a certain street.
If he rushed to print and made the matter public which would certainly cause alarm,
then I can understand the man being prosecuted for making a false report. The only

suthority he can go to in this case, he has gone to and that authority instead of making
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v i1 1898, were recor i
- : oceedings of 15th Apri ) o\
the necessary enquiry has chosen to launch a prosecution. The present prosecution was launched lzle:Zlutilofs Nos. 10 and 14 of 15th May 1898, was deferred.
and when the man who.hn.d the conduct of it had gone and when it was found that the Munici- ‘} The rest of the proceedings were recorded. \
pality would be placed in an awkward position, the President did his best to set matters right by I Proceedings of 20th May 1898, were recorded.
s g 410 Bl 0 SRV B toRe s R Resolution No. 4 of 3rd June 1898, was deferred, 4
: sodi ecorded. 8
7 S The rest of the proceedmgs was recor 4
Mg. GURUSAWMY Cuerty :—I ‘SeCOnd the amfindment. Tt seems to me to be a sensible + of b disbursements from April 1897 to March 1898, was recol Sat. Al
one. Inasmuchas the expense was incurred at the instance of the President, we ought to sanction B e !'ecefP ks for February and March 1898, was recorded
; : = o Xy g g t of works 10T oob e i)
s Ll e eob e R e ;mg;is:s:f:; CHARIAR .—(Gentlemen, I gave notice to bring forward a resolution regard- !
R : i g7 e
. : 4 i licht nights. Perhaps however, it will |
Mg. KRISHNAMA Cuariar:—Wh : : TAEE al lamps and carriages on moonig g » ) ¢l
o is the Sanitary Inspector referred to? ng thelighting of i - d until after the Lighting Committee that was lately !

if this matter ig deferre ; '
ks 1 therefore ask the matter be deferred until the next General Meeting.

to and the meeting then dissolved.

bo more convenien
gives its opinion.
This was agreed

Tue Presipext :— Mr. Jesudasen.
formed

M. P. Sossamnis Tres 1t 1 had an opporiunity of reading the evidence it is quite
possible 1 might come to a different conclusion. We should not proceed u ; -
t
Magistrate. pon the ipse diwit of the

Mr. VENkATARAMANIULU Na1pu :—The amendment is a vote of censure to the President d
the executive. The President said in his opening remarks he alone was responsible for th saeh :n
and therefore so long as the President had accepted the responsibility in the mé; 3!'08?:‘-1 ion,
imperative duty to go fully into the matter before passing an amendment which is a cener : :ﬂ t,:n
President. I followed Mr. Theagaroya Chetty in the extracts read and my opinion is stllll:e OT] &
Magistrate finds bis inability to convict the accused under the Penal Code bl::cause h t’;s L 1e
guilt has been brought home to him, but the extracts read from the Judement do not u‘:ak "1: s1 3
that the President acted hastily and without proper enquiry, or, th:t TSR :o: - clear
From the enquiry made by the Magistrate some facts may bave been elicited which go t - i
the veracity of the subordinate officers connected with the charge. If you find fmf; t(}), lmpugdn
that they did not do their duty as they ought to have done and that they did misinform tl‘: ";)c:;is
dent, you will be justified if you simply sanction the expenditure and reserve the nestifm as t(-)
how their conduct should be dealt with. If Mr. Theagaroya Chetty insists on his m:huon bein
put to the vote, it will be best to circulate all papers with a statement from the President and the;gl

deal with the question finally. Now I cannot conscientiously vote for the amen S
vote of censure to the President.

oyrSON AND (0., PRINTERS, MADRAS.
THOMPS0

g :HfdPREsmENT - d‘On't take it as a vote of censure. I don't see that the Commis-
sioners should approve everything that I do. In the present case I take it that the Commissioners

merely do not approve of what I have done. I did what I th :
. ought t i
1 do not agree with the Magistrate. e be correct thing. To this e

: Mg. VE.NKATARAMIAH CuEerty proposed another amendment * that the Commissioners do sanc-
tion the expenditure.”

This was put to the vote and carried.

Mr. TaracarovA CHETTY asked that poll be taken. This was done with the following resuit.

3 : a N &ldoo, Theagalo a Chetty a

. For:—Messrs. Cowasjee Eduljee, VenkataramanjuluNaidoo, Pragasa Moodelliar, Mahomed

Sheriff Khan B.ahadnr, Venl.xatammiah Chetty, Sivangnana Moodelly, P. Subramunia Iyer

gaksl;mr:na Chaviar, W. D. Smith, H. Ormerod, Krishnama Chaviar, Varadappa Naidooand Dr.
rawford. ;

Nor Vorrse :—Messrs. 8. Garusawmy Chetty, Appusundram Pillay, Desika Chariar and
Mir Muzheraddin Sahib Bahadur.

The rest of the proceedings was recorded.




Proceedings of a General Meeting of the Municipal Commis-
sioners for the City of Madras, held at their Office Premises
No. 22, Errah Bauloo Chetti Street, Black Town ox;
Monday the 28th July, 1898, at 5 p. M., under the pr’ovi—
sions of the City of Madras Municipal Acts I and VII of

1884 and 1I of 1892.
PRrESENT ;

H. Ormerod, Esq.
M. R. Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.
M. R. Ry. R. Balakistnama Chetty Garu.
M. R. Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal.
Cowasjee Eduljee, Esq.
M. K. Ry. P. M. Sivangnana Mudaliar Avargal.
M. R. Ry. P. V. Kistnasawmy Chetty Garu.
5 M. R. Ry. N. Appusundaram Pillay Avargal.
E. H. Elliot, Esq.
Mir Muzher-ud-din Sahib Bahadur.

i J. DeCaster, Esq.
M. R. Ry. Dewan Bahadur V. Krishnama Charriar Avargal.

& M. R. Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu.
' M. R. Ry. W. S, Venkataramanjulu Naidu Garu,
M. R. Ry. M. K. Lakshmana Charriar Avargal.
M. R. Ry. Rai Bahadur A. Dhanakoti Mudaliar Avargul.
M. R. Ry. C. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu.
M. R. Ry. V. C. Desika Charriar Avargal.
M. R. Ry. P. Subramania Iyer Avargal.

| e OB v
i > SRS

Mre. P. Susranania Iver :—I propose that Mr. Cowasjee Eduljee do take the chair.

Mg. P. M. SivaxaNANA MupALIAR seconded the proposition,

Diwax Bagapur V. KrisunamMa CHARIAR :—I think the senior member of the Commission is
bourd in duty to take the chair. He may then adjourn the meeting, as the President seems %o

desire it,
The resolution was‘ carried,
B : THE CHA.IRMAN =TIt is. the desire of the I"resident that the meeting should be postponed
till Friday next, i.e., the 29th instant, when he will be able to attend, :
. 1t was proposed by Mr. P. Theagaroya Chetty, seconded by Mr. V. C. Desika Charriar and

carried “that the meeting be adjourned till Friday next.”

THOMPSON AND CO,, PRINTERS, MADRAF,
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Con.

M.E Ry. B. Balakistnama Chetty Gara,

M.R.Ry. C. Tirumalayya Naidu Garn.

No. 3.

Statement of reces; Y '
1897 ¢o J:m{ms;:ft oot free 498

M.R.Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garn
M.R.Ry. 8. Subbayya Ohett;fté-m : Recorded.

. : No. 4.

. Not voting. - Progress Report of works for Februa
M.R.Ry. Salla Gurusawmy Chetty Garn, gy S ena
M R.Ry. N. Apg:gundaram Pillai Ava:' al. Recorded,
M i S, e i
Bahadur. The resolution of M.R.Ry. M. K. Lakshmana

Resolution No. 7 was deferred.

The rest of the proceedings was record

PmceeQInga of 15th April 1898 were r:&.rded

Resolutions Nos. 10 and 14 of 6th May 1898
]

v was record
Proceedings of 20th May 1898 were .e;'g;ded.

were deferred.
The rest of th

harriar Avargal re lighting lam i
nights was deferred to nextggenergg gx“m-hght

The meeting terminated.

@. M. J. MOORE, Lieut.-Col.,
President, Municipal Commission.

Resolution No. 4 of 3rd Juue 1898 was deferred, | Municipal Office, Madras
’ ’

The rest of the proceedings was recorded

June 1898,
&
¢ e ! ( feti
3 MADRAS: PRINTED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT, GOVERNMENT PRESS,

* Misures of the ProomEDINGS of
Mapras, held at their Office’
Monday the 25th July 1898, at 5 P.x,
I and VII of 1884 and IT of 1892. . .

¢

 Proposed by M.R.Ry. P. Subram
V. Krishnam a0 a Chariar Avergal. :

L

. Carried.

Municipal Office, Madras,
July 1898.

»
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S vind

PRESENT :

1NG8 of a.'(}nx,l,nb MeeTING of the Muniorear Commissioners for the Orry of
Premises, No. 22, Errah Bauloo Chetty Street, Black Towun, on
under the provisions of the City of Madras Municipal Acts

Cowasjee Eduljee, Esq. (voted to the chair in the ‘ubsence of the President on

account of ili-health). ot A
H. Ormerod, Esq.
M.R Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.
M.R.Ry. R. Balakistnama Chetty Garu.
. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal.
. P. M. Sivangnana Mudaliar Avargal.
R.Ry. P. V. Krishnaswami Chetty Garu.
R.Ry. N. Appusundaram Pillay Avargal.
H. Elliot, Esq. AR
Muzheruddin Sahib Bahadur. .
eCaster, Esq.
Ry. Diwan Bahadar V. Krishnama Charriar Avargal.
. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu. ) :
§1V 8. Venkataramanjulu Naidu Garu.
d
C.
¥
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. K. Lakshmana Charriar Avargal.
adur A. Dhanakoti Mudaliar Avargal.
. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu.

. V. 0. Desika Charriar Av;rjal.

=
b
=

W
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. P. Subramania Iyer Avar,

=
g

.

<

COWASJEE EDULJEE,

ania Iyer Avargal and seconded by M.R.Ry. Diwan Bahadur

¢ That under the provisions of section 73 of Act I of 1884, Mr, &iasjee Eduljee do take the chair.”
- Carried unanimously.

 Proposed by M.R.Ry. P. Theagaroya Ohetty Garu and seco:
Mudaliar Avargal. vt *
That the meeting adjourn to Friday the 20th July 1698.

o
nded by M.R.Ry. P. M. Sivangnana

Chairman.

MADRAS: PRINTED BY THE 8
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