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His Excellency the Right H_onoural)le, the
2 Governor in council
NEF SECREZ ,
S T Fort St. George
1898 ©

e o2 =T UL i N
The hu mb%\m?.mnrm. of the regients of Melappal ayam fennevelly Talug

\QWENT oF “\?9 Tinnevelly Diitrie.

Most BespEctrviLy SHEWTH,

L. Memorialists understand that Your Excellency’s Government has under
congideration two schemes submitted by the local authorities for extending the limits of
the municipalities of Tinncvc”_y and Pul;unc'mtnh, one of them being,

ta) = To amalgamate both the municipalities nto cre and extend the boundaries of
the amalgamated municipality so as to take in some villages which lic cn the banks of
the river Thambrapurni which are now included partly in the i\.i(liu-\'-'w‘amghanq)u-
ram Union Panchayat and partlv in the Ki]aveemmgluwn.pumm Union and also the
outlying villages of Pettai in the west, Thachanallur in the north, and Melappalayam in
the south east and the other being,

(b) To leave the two muuicipalities separate but to extend the limits of either,
by including within the boundaries of Tinnevelly some villages on the western bank
of the Thambrapurni river and, some other villages incl uding Melappalayam to the
east of the river within the Iimits of Palamcottah.

2. Both the schemes affect the village of your memorialists and they there-
fore humbly pray that their objections may be dul ¥ considered before any orders are,
passed by the Government in the matter.

3. The 1st scheme, though it may look a very bold and attractive idea at
fiest sight, will appear when more closely scrutinized, to be too bold and visicrary
and caleulated to prove a big failure in the actual working thereof. Besides soli iting
Your Excellency’s attention to the various arguments advanced by the residents of Kai.
lasapuram, MeIaveemraghavapuram &c. in their memorial to Government, your me-
morialists wish humbly to emphasise that if the scheme should be given effect to, there
would arise an extensive municipality about 6 miles long and nearly ejually broad,
in fact nearly as large as Madras with however a population numerically much smalley
and financially much weaker to pay the necessary taxes, and with commissioners witly
I23s talents and capacity for municipal administration than are generally available iy
the metropolis. It has further to he observed that the villages of Me-Iappalayam, Tha-
chanallur and Pettai are nearly 31 11 and 2 miles distant respectively from the present
munic pal limits and separated therefrom by large areas of paddy fields so as to
form, what they really are, naturally distinet townships with no manner of
common interests between them. Suffice it further to observe that the exten-
sion, of the area while not calculated to bring about a proportionate increase of re-
venue, unless the highly inequitable procedure of taxing the paddy lands is resorie d
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a large body of intelligent, weighty, and responsible local opinio at there is already
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were OppO arly as large as the majorities and inchljit'nct Board
Ing among
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the chairman of the Palamcottah Municipality.
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nicipahtles n questlo.n was there one person who in an rict Board nor in the Mu-
ar and the gther villages similarly situated, whereagtﬁmﬁer. represented Melapala-
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and extension of the
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ead quite a distinct township with large tract mf P‘tilamcottah ahe
- acts of paddy fields &c

A ocality. ItsIneeds are different and require separate treatment
9. It contains h : s
1 street areall thatCtho}?;ti’ioo houses which with the exception of 2
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Jowed. The revenue deri#Zble u (zluses which pay more than the minim S i g large
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, i istelf Melappalayam may improve without involving any hardship to its inhabitants
'1 but tacked on to a large town like Palamcottah, or to the combind Munieipalitity it will
have to pay like its richer neigh-bours and get treated like the very weak factor that it is.

.
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10. The situation of Melappalayam is favourable to its sanitation being im-
proved without great cost. It is pretty high in level and has vast open space available
for building purposes. The streets are very broad and the soil healthy- There is
: scope for free passage of breezes, and drain water naturally escapes with ease into the
3 ‘J surroundings. The Palayem channel which is full for 9 months in the year supplies
| wvater to the village and the river Thambarapurani is but a half a mile from the village.
yood wells are available and more can be sunk at the cost of the Union and
R | of private individuals also. No artificial scheme for the supply of water is necessary
B wnd it would neither be possible to create such a scheme so as to cover Palamcottah
and also Melapalayam which is 3} miles away from it. No more than a simple syste-
Ve matic course of drains is necessary and this is possible to be brought about at a small
expense within the limits of the capacity of Panchayat administration. Thus it is
unnecessary to subject Melappalayam to costly Municipal administration.

11. Almost all the inhabitants of the village are poor weavers. They do their
work in the streets under the shade of long avenues of trees planted and grown by them
for the purpose, and except when it rains they practically live in the street, their houses
being very small. Their implements and materials of work often lie on the pials and

& L

in the streets and no one man’s work is an inconvenience or nuisance to another as all
of them are weavers and the inhabitants from one end of the street to the other com-
bine and weave jointly. This description applies not to one street but to all. Thus
the inhabitants have an indefeasible prescriptive right to the use of the street for their
professional purposes in the manner described and it is submitted that Municipal admi-

E B nistration will involve great interference with such rights. The lower ranks of the
9 - Police whose operations are a necessary adjunct to Municipal administration are likely
" ¥ ; : to interfere greatly and unnecessarily with the legitimate right of the people without

any corresponding advantage to anybody.

12. It is said that the Palayam channel which runs along the outskirt of the
village of Melappalayam is contaminated by its inhabitants who allow the drainage to
get into the channel. If the charge were true, it might be asserted against every other
village which is situated on its banks, and the remedy proposed, namely of introducing
municipal administration, would have to be extended toa dozen other villages, higher
up the channel. It is not however true to any great extent. for it is only one out of
twenty streets at Melapalayam, which adjoins the channel. To prevent the backyards of
the western row of houses in that one street from sending their drainage into the channel
4 Union Panchavat ought to be quite competent financially and otherwise to devise
measures. It 18 really too big and' costly a remedy to introduce a municipality for

such a small purpose.

13. With regard to the large blocks of wet land which intervene, nothing can
| be more unfair than to subject the proprietors of those lands, many of whom are re-
sidents outside the limits of the proposed municipality, to a tax three times as much

s the local fund cess, and memorialists beg in this connection to draw the attention
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@ Your Excelldy 's Government to the following extract from the collector’s letter to

you on the subject.
«Their (the vill

effect of excluding from munici

with Kilaveeraragavapuram and
large block of land—all double crop compounded wet, paying an average assessment of

Re 18 per acre would, besides to some extent .ha.mpering the municipal adminis
tmﬁon,.thl‘ow a heavy burden on the land-?wners in the shape of municipal land-tax
which is onan average treble the landcess paid by them with no compensatiug advanta -
ges to them”-

15. The Memorialists beg humbly to observe that the argument is a sound one
and applies s much to Melapalayam and kiI‘a Viraragavapuram, as to the two villages
recommended to be excluded. . .Th(? suggestion of the collector to exclude the wet lands
themsélves and make the m1.1n1c1pa.llty reaibch 8Cross to the village of Melapalayam is
9 ciueer :dea, which at least 1nvolve.s th? inconvenience of subjecting some of the lands
at any Tate to municipal tax. Besm.les in .the face of the argument quoted above, the
shggeﬂﬁon is a speCial plea, for the mclusm.n.of M.elapalayam. As for the subcommitee,
which recommended extension of the municipal limits they were, as admitted by the
Collector, ander a misapprehension that t}.;e Nanja lands are not liable to tax under
the Municipal law- But for this, Memorialists submit that the committee would not have
l.e(,(;mx;nended the said extension. Residejnt land owners would many of them have to
pay the Jand: tax in addition to the Municipal house-tax and absentee land holders would

pbe liable to pay without absolutely any advantage to them.

16. As alread
or water works, but ye
. se and water tax, W

Palamcottah, which necess
ks Memorialists have reasons to believe that the Head Quarter Deputy Collector

has recommended the inclusion of Melapalayam to Palamcottah on the ground that the
result would be a larger Municipality with sufficient income to entertain a Municipal
'secl‘etal'y , which Palamcottah s HOs N able to employ. Whethera Municipal secretary

rtainly not just or expedient to give one to Palamcottah by

ages of Me}an.atham and Kulavanikapuram) exclusion has the
pal limits a very large block of wet lands, which they
Melaveeraragavapuram encircle. The inclusion of the

y observed, Melapalayam dces not require any drainage system
¢ the Municipal act will not allow it any exemption from
hen-ever that should beimposed for the sake of Tinnevelly and

arily require the said conveviences.

. is8 blessing or nots it is ce
taxing Melapalayam. d

18 To sum up, the resolution of the Municipalities of Tinnevelly and Palam-

$ w;di.ginterested; the opinion of the District Boaz"dv is also

: inst one member having abstained from voting; and, what

' here Was D , single represe wtative of Melapalayam on the Board. It ’v}ould

| taken the opi;ﬁon of the members of the Tinnevelly

o Board amongWKom there are some representatives of villages affected by the amal-

£ d a number of whom are acquainted with the wants and conditions

2 19 The SubComnutee thch has made the recommendation, has been in error
6 material point ook Aa ot represex.ltaﬁve, to any the least extent, of
amo ¥ erned. The Union Panchayat, which are thoroughly representative

.
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of "he villages have pronounced against the proposed scheme and Memorialists humbly
beg to observe that the Collector himself has recommended the exclusion of Melapalayar;l
aud Kilaveeraragavapuram. In his letter above referred to the Collector says as fol-
lows:— “I must also add that I am not convinced that the addition of Kilaveeraraga-
vapuram and Melapalayam either to the Palamcottah Municipality or to the combined
Municipality is entirely desirable. These village sites which form one compact area lie
at a considerable distance away from the rest of the area proposed to be added to Muni-
cipal limits and off the main road and would therefore be some-what difficult to super-
vise. With due deference to Mr. G. S. Forbes’s opinion, I submit that they do not
form such an important eentre of trade as Pettai, a few of the inhabitants are wealthy,
but the bulk are poor Muhamedan weavers. It is true that they lie on the bank of the
Palayam channeland therefore influence the sanitation of Palamcottah but they are them-
selves high, dry, and purely healthy places and the contamination of the channel can to
a large extent be avoided by stricter attention to sanitation on the part of the Union
Panchayet. I would therefore divide the Kilaveeraragavapuram Union by taking
away from it the hamlet of Kokkarakulam which can be conveniently attached to
Palamcottah or to the combined Municipality and leave the remainder to be administer-
ed by the Union Panchayet.”

20. Even if it were necessary to increase the funds available for the sanitary
administration of Melapalayam, Memorialists would rather suggest a moderate inerease
to their taxes under the Panchayat administration than the very large increase of tax
incidental to the introduction of Municipal administration. In this connection
memorialists would observe that such moderate increase of tax may be made possible
by the amendment of the Local Boards Act, whoserevision seems to be under-discussion,

21. In conclusion memorialists pray that the village of Melapalayam and
Kilaviraragavapuram may be allowed to remain as a Union instead of being included
within Municipal limits.
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