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Mixures of the ProcEEDINGS of an ApsourNED SrrorAn MEETIRG of the MuntcrpAL ComumissionErs for

the Ciry of Mavgras, held at their Office Premises, No. 22, Errah Bauloo Chetty Street, Black
“  Town, on Monday, the 16th May 1898, at 5 ».m., under the provisionsof the Oity of Madras
Municipal Acts I and VII of 1884 and II of 1892.

PRESENT :

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir George Moore, K%., 0.1.E., President.
H. Ormerod, Esq. .,
M.R.Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.
M.R.Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal. .
Cowasjee Eduljee, Esq. :
M.RB.Ry. 8alla Gurusawmy Chetty Garu.
Mahomed Sheriff Khan Bahadur.
M R.Ry. N. Appusundaram Pillay Avargal.
M.R.Ry. C. 8. Jgheaga.ra.ya Mudaliar Avargal.
Mir Muzheruddin Sahib Bahadur.
J. DeCaster, Esq. ?
M.R.Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu.
- M.R.Ry. M. K, Lakshmanacharriar Avargal.
M.R.Ry. Diwan Bahadur V. Krishnama Charriar Avargal.
M R.Ry. C. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu.
M.R.Ry. G. Subramania Iyer Avargal.

Bpscial legislation in connection with the Plagus.

Read note from the Health Officer 72 disinfecting apparatus.
Resolved that the arrival of the machine ordered by Port Trust, expected in a few days, be
awaited.

The meeting adjourned.
Municipal Office, Madras, G, M. J. MOORE, Lieut -Col.,
May 1898, Prosident, Munioipal Commission.

- " MADRAS: PRINTED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT, GOVERNMENT PRESS.
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Mivures of the ProomEpivas of an adjourned GExmrar Mzerrne of the Muntorrar. Oomurssioners

for the Oty of Mapras, held at their Office Premises, No. 22, Errah Bauloo Chetty Street,
Black Town, on Monday the 2nd May 1898, at 5 p.x., under the provisions of the City of Madras
Municipal Acts I and VII of 1884 and II of 1892.

PrEsEnT:
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir George Moore, X%., C.L.E., President.

H. Ormerod, Esq.

M.R.Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.

M.R.Ry. Salla Gﬁawmy Chetty Garu,

M.R.Ry. M. Venkataramiah Chetty Garu.

M.R.Ry. 8. SBubbayya Chetty Garu.

M.R.Ry. P. M.'Sivangnana Mudaliar Avargal. - v
M.R.Ry. N. Appusundaram Pillay Avargal.

M.R.Ry. C. 8. Theagaroya Mudaliar Avargal,

Mir Muzheruddin Sahib Bahadur.

J. DeCaster, Esq.

M.R.Ry. V. Varadapps Naidu Garu.
M.R.Ry. W. 8. Venkataramanjulu Naidu Garu.

N. Subrahmanyam, Esq. <

M.R.Ry. M. K. Lakshmana Charriar Avargal.

W. D. 8mith, Esq.

Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel G. L. Walkér.
M.R.Ry. Diwan Bahadur V. Krishnama Charriar Avargal.
M.R.Ry. O. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu.
M.R.Ry. G. Subramania Iyer Avargal.
Burgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel J. Maitland.
M.R.Ry. V. C. Desika Charriar Avargal.

e M.R.Ry. P. Subramania Iyer Avargal.

Report of the Commitiss vo adulteration of Drugs and
¥ articles of Food and Drink.

The discussion of the subject was resumed.

M.R.Ry. Diwan Bahadur V. Krishnama Char-
~ riar’s amendment, seconded by M.R.Ry. V. Vara-
dappa Naidu Garu to the effect—
“That the comsideration of the subject be ad | Hd
was before the meeting. - i
_ The proposer, with the consent of the seconder
“and the meeting, withdrew his resol ution.

The original resolution proposed by M.R.Ry.

R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal and seconded by
M.R.Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu to the effect—
“That the report of the Committes be recorded and no

action be taken on it”
was put to the meeting and lost.

Proposed by Mr. N. Subrahmanyam and second-
ed by 8 ) ¢Ideutenant'Oolonolya!.nI-. Walker—

_ “That the roport of the Commities bo approved d
- Govamnﬁntboreqmtédtohgishteonthm.ig::.” g1

To this, as an amendment, M.R.Ry. V. O. Desika F

oh‘!. !iar Av ] 1 d ﬁnd u '.B . -
dappa Naidnmm e B

“That the words from ‘that’ in the seventh line of sub-

section :)fn‘a:;',i‘uﬁenhm line of the same sub-sec- ‘

tion (2) be omitted.

Proposed by M.R.Ry. P. Theagaroya Ch
Garu and seconded by Mir anherud?i,in B:ﬁg
Bahadur—

M:e gillln.;” the meeting adjourn till the next General

Lost.

As a further amendment M.R.Ry. Salla Guru-
sawmy Chetty Garu proposed anﬁ M.R.Ry. 8.
Subbiah Chetty Ga;t seconded—

“That the words * in res of health
after the word *purchaser pe,oth the ﬁrgﬁfyzﬂb‘mdqed

The amendment of M.R.Ry. V. 0. Desika Ohar-

Carri

posed by M.R.Ry. P. Thea
Garu I:gp and seconded by Mir Mm%m&m
Bahadur—
n;‘.t'.li‘:;gi.:”tbe rest of the agenda be deferred to next General
&'!idl
The meeting then termina ted.

@ M. J. MOORE, Lieut.-Col.,
Yy Municipal Commission,

Municipal Office, |
o,

riar eﬁ‘vargal was then put to the meeting and '



szt:ms of the ProorEpivGs of a GevEraL MEETING of the Muwrore
of Mapras, held at their Office Premises, No.
Monday the 25th April 1898, at 5 p.ar., under

Acts I and VII of 1884 and II of 1892.

PruEsENT *

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir George Moore, &t., 1., President,

H. Ormerod, Esq.

M.R.Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.
M.R.Ry. R. Balakistnama Chetty Garu.
M.R.Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal.

Uowasjee Eduljee, Esq.

M.R.Ry. M. Venkataramiah Chetty Garu.
M.R.Ry. 8. Bubbayya Chetty Garu.
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-R.Ry. P. M. Sivangnana Mudaliar Avargal.
i Mahomed Abdul Hadi Badsha Sahib.

y- P. V. Kistnasawmy Chetty Garu.

y- N. Appusundaram Pillay Avargal.
Ry. C. 8. Theagaroya Mudaliar Avargal,
. E

uzheruddin S8ahib Bahadur.

Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu.
Ry. W. 8. Venkataramanjulu Naidu Garu.
-Ry. V. Masilamani Pillay Avargal.

-Ry. M. K. Lakshmana Charriar Avargal.

rgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel G. L. Walker.

R.Ry. Diwan Bahadur V. Krishnama Charriar Avargal.
.R.Ry. C. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu.

-R.Ry. G. Subramania Iyer Avargal.
urgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel J. Maitland.

R.Ry. P. Subramania Iyer Avargal.

No. 1.

Re-instatement.

The Commissioners do not think it advisable to

re-instate M.R.Ry. Diwan Bahadur 0. Kalyana-

~sundaram Chettiar Avargal on account of the
state of his health.

No. 2.

Eleotion of Members of the Standing Oos'lm'ttu;

The eloction for members of the Standing Com-
mittee resulted as follows :— Vb

Votes. | A
M.R.Ry. P. Subramania Iyer Avargn). 17
Haji Mahomed Abdul Hadi Badsha
Saheb .. % o o [
Mr H. Ormerod .. 14

M.R.Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudeliar Avar-

al 0 . .o e
M.‘IZR.Ry. P. M. Sivangnana Mudaliar
Avargal v . o 14
Mir Muzhernddin S8aheb Bahadur .. 14
M.R.Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu,, 13
M.R.Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu ., 13
M.R.Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu with-

draws, M.R.Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu therefore
obtains the seat.

14

No. 3.

G.0., dated 29th March 1898, No. 671 M., reviews
the Revised Estimate for 1897-98 and the Budgst
for 1898-99,

Proposed by M.R.Ry. B. Theagaroya Chetty
Garu al:nd seconded byyM.R.Ry. P. Subramania

* That, in recording G.0. No. 671, dated 29th March 1898,
the Commissioners express their regret that under the pre-
sent financial Pressure, the Government should desire to
Increase the remuneration to the auditors which the Commis-
sloners after deep oonsideration did not think necessary. "’

Carried,
No. 4.

Report of the Committes vo adulferation of Drugs and
artioles of Food and Drink.

Proposed by M.R.Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar

vargal and seconded by M.R.Ry. P. Th,
Chetty Garu— . F st

“That the report of the Committee be recorded snd no
action be taken on it.’’

Proposed by MR.Ry. Diwan Bahadur V.
shnama Charriar Avargal and seconded by
M.R.Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu—

*“That the consideration of the subject be adjourned.’”

Proposed by Surgeon Lieutenant-Colonel G. L.
ker and seconded by Mr. N. Subrahmanyam.
18‘9‘1-3131“ the meeting adjourn until Monday the 2nd May

Carried.
lsfgge meeting adjourns till Monday the 2nd May

G. M. J. MOORE, Lient.-Col.,
President, Munivipal Commission.
Municipal Office, Madras,

Iyer Avargal—

April 1898,

MADRAB ! PRINTED BY THE SUPERINTKN DENT,

COVERNMENT PRuss,

AL Comuissioners for the Crry
22, Errah Bauloo Chetty Street, Black Town, on
the provisions of the City of Madras Municipal
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Proceedings of an adjourned Special Meeting of the Municipal
Commissioners for the City of Madras, held at their Office
Premises, No. 22, Errah Bauloo Chetty Street, Black Town, 14
on Monday, the 16th May, 1898, at 5 p. m., under the Al
provisions of the City of Madras Municipal Acts I and VII s
of 1884 and II of 1892.

PRESENT :
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir George Moore, K%, C.1.E., President. }. '.
H. Ormerod, Esq. & B
M. R. Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu. 8
M. R. Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal. -

Cowasjee Eduljee, Esq.

M. R. Ry. Salla Gurusawmy Chetty Garu.

Mahomed Sheriff Khan Bahadur, ¥

M. R. Ry. N. Appusundaram Pillai Avargal.

M. R. Ry. C. S. Theagaroya Mudaliar Avargal.

Mir Muzheruddin Sahib Bahadur.

J. DeCaster, Esq.

M. R. Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu,

M.R.Ry, M. K. Lakshmana Charriar Avargal.

M. R.Ry. Dewan Bahadur V. Krishnama Charriar Avargal.
M.R.Ry. C. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu. &
M. R. Ry. G. Subramania Iyer Avargal. i

Plague Precautions. R

Tue PreEsipent :—I have convened this meeting again—you will remember we started it §

originally in February, 1897, and kept it going on for this purpose—with reference to this note from s W

the Health Officer about the disinfecting apparatus. Of course he wanted to disinfect at Perambore, e

but I have ascertained that Government have already got two disinfecting stations, one at Hospet {18

and the other at Tungabudra, so that the whole of the Madras frontier is protected so far as that goes’

s and they will disinfect clothing. If it spreads furtherin the Nizam’s territory, they have another one
between Bezwada and the Hyderabad frentier, so that practically we don’t want disinfecting at
Perambore. The question is whether we should rot have ome for this city. We have twice
refused to have one, In sending up the first resolution in my letter I said that in Madras

' the disease we have to consider most is cholera, and I don’t think it is necessary that the
sanitary authorities should be sent to disinfect the stations. OF course when we refused to

g i 8 i S ‘ : get one the Government ordered the Port to haveone, and that I have just heard from Messrs,
ST ‘ Aty PR Ui bt e e ' Wi B . Oakes & Co., is on its way out; but the question is whether it is not desirable that we
v R U R o ‘_l. AV e ‘ jeop . shonld have one too. Of course we don’t want it at ordinary times for cholera and that sort,
Al : o : ‘ i but as disinfecting by supplying per-chlorides ruins clothing, the question is whether that
will be sufficient if anything happens here. The Commissioners’ fivet resolnution was that
under existing conditions it was not required. That was in June, 1897. Then again in August,
1897, the Commissioners adhered to their first resolution, “the apparatus was not required as it was
not snitable to the conditigns in Madras.” The question is whether if we get the plague here we will not
want it. The Harbour Trust ordered out their apparatus through Messrs. Oakes & Co., for £272, and
Oakes’ commissionmakes it £280,which is equivalent to Rs. 4,251. It isa portable one. If you decide to
have one, I think we will wait to see this one when it comes ont. It will be here at the end of the
month, Plague has spread a great deal more now, and with the probability'of its coming in by sea :
we are not only surrounded on the land frontier, but it may come down any day by sea. The

precautions taken by us, I think, are quite sufficient. Healthy ships that came in, like those that




2
3

ha ve been here, weve kept out. They won’t be kept out when the disinfector comes in. They will be Mg. (. SuBramMaNYs IvEr :— What are the castes ?
allowed to land their cargo; none of the crew will be allowed to laod, and coolies afiployed i Mg. G. Su 2 i .
Janding cargo will be disinfected on the beach and a register of them kept.

Any cooly working on Tue Presipent :—That is just what I want to know. If they like to have their own

a Monday, who does not come on Taesday will be sent over to us, and we will have ro deal with " ot ' hospitals we are quite prepared to meet them. If they don’t want to go to hospitals provided by
them. A ship coming in with a certificate of health will be allowed to land its cargo. Then I will the Municipality and they will provide their own hospitals we will meet them.
put down ** Read note SO Sty Al Wio . dlsmf.ecting apparatus. - Resolved that the arri- Mg. Krisuxama Cpagriak :—Do I understand by * hospitals” that they have simply to
val of the machine ordered by the Port Truast, expected in a few days, be awaited.” :do the buildings ?
¢ provi 28
Another thing I pr(.)pt;se: tofdo is to nﬁ:n- rewards for rats in the same way as for dog-kill- Tus PresipEnt:—We will provide the medicines. If they choose to provide their own
ing. We will just work it here for a month or so, and see how it works. I propose to giv ol ke, Ut Bty enttastven. Ui achok Bt thuis owh, pliscsl
six pies for rats and bandicoots and three pies for mice. £3ye medicines, they may. Lf they wan b Y
: ' JRUSAV arry -—I1f they can’t afford to have their own medicines I suppose we
M. Krisaxana Cuareisr :—You will have any number of them to pay for, B~h{. ?hbm sawnmy CHE! y PP
must provide them.
TaE iNT :— Ounly for the present. We will just s & ;
lu:: PRB.Sllle.N l ,Lw&:])g' in the smf\— way as he d:;s fltsd seek.i;;l‘w i L Commis- Tag Presipent :—Very well. I think the Commissioners can do much better than the exe-
: e rewar & S oes for dog- : i
e sieapld g s cutive in this matter. It is purely a matter for the people themselves. [ think the Commissioners
Me. Ormerop :—How are you going to deal with the bodies ¢

should suggest this matter in their own Divisions. I don’t wish to be an alarmist.in any way.
We can even burn the yats When we see what has happened in Caleutta after such a long time there is no certainty that we !
| , will not get the plagne. Personally I am not a bit afraid of the plague if it does break out. Govern-
ment has prepared its own frontier. It is quite protected. Mysore is protected, and Hyderabad is |
protected by land, and everything has been done by sea. Nobody can'come in now without being i
disinfected. The guestion is whether it will not be well to have another meeting as soon as we see
how things work.

Tug Presment :—Bury them in ihe same way as dogs.
take them to the depots and have them burnt there.

There is another matter in which the Commissioners are principally concern
plague does break out here, it is all very well to say we have got plague hospitals,
doubt that caste people will want their own hospitals. The question is, are they Prepaved to ha
them. There is no use waiting till the last moment when plague breaks out, and then caste ;'e
will say we won't go to your hospitals, We shall have to provide the treatment unless theyp:):n: Mg. G. Supramanya Iver :—Does the Manicipality contribute any portion of the cost of
their own treatment. Myself 1 am not afraid that the plague will come in with a rush. 1 think these caste hospitals ?
the Commissioners, ought to approach the different castes and find out if they like to have =
pitals and where they will have them. Under the Act I can take up any house,
them to build—but they can get some detached house in some central place,
place will be Temple Gardens. 1 caunot at the spur of the moment go and
man in Madras. It is for them to help themselves and to help us.

ed, that ]S, if
but there is o

their hos. Tue Presipent:—Not the cost. 1 have my eye on the Mauritins Emigration Depét. 1If

bl is plague here there will be no emigration, so that we can get it.
| i there 1s plag
In Triplicane the best

Mr. Krisunama CHARRIAR :—It is the town Divisions that will give the most trouble.
deal with every caste-

As far us [ am con Tur Presment :—If yon want one in the middle of the town, get the town people to get it.
i 2 ‘ cer : . ; : ; :
Madras, I don't intend nsing coercive measures (hear, hear) unless I am obliged to, ned, in If they are not satisfied with the Royapuram Hospital, get the town people to provide one. We
A; Mg. Kuisunana Cnarrisk :—What about Dr. Cook’s experiments as to inoculation 9 cannot provide hospitals in every street to suit the convenle-ﬂce of every body. What I want to do
i i b is to meet the wishes of the people. We have got two hospitals ready and 1 have got my eye on one
Tue Prestent :—That will be entirely voluntary. We have the whole of the materia]g or two places. If necessary there is another house that would not be a bad house, where Justice
here. Tt is all very well to talk of segregation ; segregation must break down. You can segre- Muthusamy Iyer used to live, at the corner of the Luz. This with Temple Gardens are two excellent
. gate 100 people, but when you have got to segregate fonr or five thousands, eventually if anythin e :
| comes to a crisis it must break down. It is much better if we can treat the people as we tre“edg Mr. Pracasa MooDELIAR :— Arve there any restrictions as to the location of the hospitals ¥
’ | them all throngh during ontbreaks of cholera, if possible. It will bewell if we can ) ;

get the diffepent

 castes to say, one caste will want such an hospital here, another there and go O 803 {hep pus

‘1 " euitable sites. The Commissioners can get them to do this.

s §

» Tae PresipeENt :—They will have to be pronounced sunitable by the Health Officer. It |

will have to be settled in the same way as our own hospitals.

Mz, GurusawMy Cuerty :— Public Meetings can be held in the Pacheappa’s Hall

' : There being no further business the meeting was then adjourned.
5 ings might be held i and these
things explained to the caste people. Meetings might be held in each Division, i ;

Tue Presient :—Why should not each Commissioner hold a Meeting in hig Division |
* think it will be done much better that way. 1

Mg. MuzEegupbiN :—1t is better to have one Public Meeting,
gt Tug PrusipEnt:—1 don’t think so. .
M, LaksaMaNA CHaRRIAR :—We must have a meeting in every Division,

Tug Presmest:—The Commissioners of each Division can work in their own
find ont. 1 don’t think you want a hospital for each Division, Separate hospitals for q
in the city one in the North. and another in the Sonth, will do.

Division qanq ' . : |

iffereng castag
- M. G. Susramanya Iver :—What is the difficnlty about these castesy e e TR | g
gh"-;:* R Tug PresiveNt :— There is no difficalty. We provide our hospitals, They can 80 t0 them

%y'?‘. & if they like ; but if these different castes want theiv own hospitals they must provide themselyes

.
¢ >
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Proceedings of an Adjourned General Meeting of the Munici-
pal Commissioners for the City of Madras, held at their
Office Premises, No. 22, Errah Bauloo Chetty Street, Black
Town, on Monday, the 2nd May 1598, at 5 p.m., under the
provisions of the City of Madras Municipal Acts I and VII
of 1884 and II of 15392.

PRESENT :
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir George Moore, Kv., ¢.L.E., President.
H. Ormerod, Esq.
M. R. Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.
M. R. Ry. Salla Gurusawmy Chetty Garu.
M. R, Ry. M, Venkataramiah Chetty Garu.
M. R. Ry, S. Subbiah Chetty Garu.
M. R. Ry. P. M. Sivangnana Mudaliar Avargal.
M. R. Ry. N. Appusundaram Pillay Avargal,

M. R. Ry. C. S, Theagaroya Mudaliay Avargal.
Mir Muzher-ud-din Sahib Bahadur.

J. DeCaster, Esq.

M. R. Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu,

M. R. Ry. W. S. Venkataramanjulu Nayndu Garu.
N. Subrahmanyam, Esq.

M. R. Ry. M. K. Lakshmana Chariyar Avargal.
W. D. Smith, Esq.

Surgeon Lieutenant-Colonel G, L. Walker.

M. R. Ry. Dewan Bahadur V. Krishnama Chariyar Avargal.
M. R. Ry. C. Tirumalayya Nayudu Garu.

M. R. Ry. G. Subramania Iyer Avargal.

Surgeon Lieutenant-Colonel J. Maitland.

M. R. Ry. V. C. Desika Charyar Avargal.

M. R. Ry. P. Subramania Iyer Avargal.

Adulteration of Drugs and Articles of Food and Drink.

Tue Presipent :—Gentlemen, we have to consider the report of the committee re
adulteration of drugs and articlesof food and drink. The stage at which we left off at the last
meeting was the amendment by Dewan Bahadur Krishnamacharviar, “ That the consideration of the

subject be adjourned.”

Suraeoy Lir.-Cor. WaLker :—1 entirely agree with the views that were expressed at the
last meeting by Surgeon Lt.-Col. Maitland, I sincerely and earnestly hope with him that this most
importaut matter will not be shelved but will be dealt with by the sense of justice as well as the
good sense of the Commissioners present. I think there seems to be no manner of doubt in impar-~
tial minds that a sub-section such as is proposed is advisable and absolutely necessary. When you
really come to look at it yon will find that it is really free from objection. That it is necessary is
proved from the fact that the seetions hitherto existing touching upon the adulteration of food are
in point of fact practically inoperative and futile. A prosecution under the Act as has been told you
by the President will not hold unless the article used in adulterating the food is in itself practically
w poison, inimical to life or health ; so that unless a frandulent bazaarman poisons the food, under
the Act he could not be prosecuted. That, I think you will agree with me, is a miserable and futile
Act ; and it has been found so and has been animadverted upon time after time by the Health Officer
jand the President. The object of the sub-section proposed is to enable the execative to get hold of a
fraudulent bazaarman when it can be proved by analysis that he has mixed something with the food,
At present he may mix any amouut of water clean or dirty with milk, and oil with ghee. ; He may




sell m,wi(f meat, he may m.ix fine (lns.b wi.t,h.sugm-; stitl we cannot prosecute him under the Aok
but even if yon prosecute him yon will fail in the prosecation against him under the Aet as if
stands at present. Tt seems therefore plain on the face of it that some modification or some amph;-
fication of the Act is necessary for the proteciion not smly of the general public whom yon ave bound
to protect, but for the protection of the honest bazaarman against his dishonest confrere. The honest
bazaarman is placed under the greatest disadvantage under the present Act, becanse while he selling
honestly offers a bona fide avticle for sale, his next door neighbour is offering only e

Jide urhi}cle for an equal price, the other half heing adulterfled, and yet he if flle:f:o::‘:'lu:rp?;:;ul:;:;
according to the terms of the present Act. He may be prosecated for fraud, but it is altogether a
roundabont way of doing business which yon could never expect any man to take up. At the same
time, as is pointed oaf by the President, thereis no possibility of oppression by menial servan‘s
because, the menial servants’ work would stop merely with the buying of the suspected arvicle from a
bazaarman and forwarding it through the Health Officer for analysis. 1f on analysis it is proved
that the article is an adnlterated one, a case holds against the bazaarman who sold it. Now, Madras
has often been called benighted and we ourselves should not give a handle to others for that accu-
gation, when it is known well that this section or a similar section has been in existence and has
worked most ﬂubisfnctm'ify for many years in Kngland and also for some years in this country.
Therefore Madras, to wipe away the charge, ought not to be behindhand in adopting some measures
for the prevention of fraud from the adulteration of food. I will not detain you any longer, gentlemen,
but 1 will veiterate the earnest hope expressed by Dr. Maitland in regard to the subject. We as
medical members of the Municipal Commission, have a kind of prescriptive vight to say a few words
with authority on the subject. 1 would express my most earnest hope that this most important
matter will not be shelved, that the amendment will be lost and that the report of the Committee
will be dealt with by a fair sense of justice and common seunse and adopted by the Commissioners.
Two very prominent members on the last occasion threw a certain amount of shadow on the legal
aspect of the question ; both being legal luminaries, their words would have some weight. One
Commissioner said that the present section 367 was quite enough to deal with these cases. But, on
looking into the section you will find that it does not refer to simple adulteration but to adding a
noxious article iu the adulteration. Another member said that with regard to drags, section 274 of
the Penal Code was ample ; but if you ave to prosecute the seller of an adulterated drug for fraud,
you would have to go intoa tremendous amount of trouble to prove that the addition the vendor
has made to the drug was effectual in lessening its effect or changing its operation. This section is
much too ponderous to deal with adulteration of drugs, and this question may therefore fairly come
ander the sub-gection recommended by the committee.

M. S, Sunsian Cuprry : — I shonld like to know whether the request made by Mr. Theagaroya
Chetty at the last meeting as to the particulars in regard to the number of prosecutions under the
present Act has been complied with.

Tue Presipent:—I have got some information on the subject. You must remember, as
you have been often told in the Administration Reports, that we did not earry ouf the provisions of
section 367. What we do as a rule is we ask the man * will yon allow us to destroy the articles P
1f he is willing to destroy them, we do not go to the Magistrate. It isa cirenitous method of going
to the Magistrate and prove that the meat or vegetable is unfit for consumption. The section does not
provide for adulteration. In one division there were 38 cases of destruction of the articles of food
and 12 prosecutions before the Magistrate. Two of these 12 people were given 10 days’ hard labour.
Ju 5 cases they were fined Rs. 15, in 2 others Rs. 3, in another Rs. 2, and in another Rs. 20. They
were all in the 7th division which is the heaviest. Thisis for 3 years. In the 8th division there
were altogether 43 cases, out of which 4 were taken before the Magistrate. TIn the 6th division
there were only 4 cases, and they were fined Rs. 20,15, 5 and 10 respectively. In the 3rd division
there was 1. In the 2nd division there were a fow cases; in the Lst division there were 12 cases which
were dealt with departmentally. Section 367 will only help you when the article is rotten.
You must remember the difference between an adnlterated articla and an article unfit for human

consumption. :
Suraeon Lir.-Cot. Warker:—| presume all these prosecutions were for selling articles unfit

for consumption.
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The PrEsipeNT :— Yes.

SurceoN Lir.-Con. WALKER :— You would not prosecute people for adulteration.
Tue Presipent:—We have never done it.

Mr. Gurusawyy CaErry :— Do you find similar provisions in Caleutta or Bombay ?
Tue PresipENT —We have taken the section from the Caleutta Act.

Deway Bamapur KRIsSHNAMACHARIAR :— What is to be doune with patent medicines with Gov-

ernment seal and stamp ?
Tur Presipexy :—They will be opened, examined and analysed.
Mr. THEAGAROYA CHETTY :—They don’t give you the ingredients.

Suraeon L-Con. WaLker :—Nobody knows the composition, and therefore there will be no

prosecution.

Me. G. Supravania Iyer :—If an adulterated article is not unfit for human consunmption,
what interest has the Municipality to interfere ?

Tup PrEsiDeENT —Because it is not a proper article.

Mg. G. SunraMaNIA Iver :—It seems to be a civil law more than a Manicipal law. 1Ff a per-

son sells an article unfit for consumption youn can go for him under the Act.

Tur PresipeNT :—Under Section 367, however badly an article may be adulterated, you
cannot prosecute the man, unless it is unfit for human consumption.

Mk, G. Susgamaxia [Yer :—If milk is adulterated with dirty water, it becomes unfit for con-
sumption. You have a section under the Municipal Act, which enables you to prosecute a man who

sells it.

M. P. Taescarova Cuerry :—I have the same difficulty as was felt by Mr. Subramania
Iyer- Under the section proposed, if a man sells adulterated milk he is liable to prosecution. We
take milk adulterated with water and it does mnot injure our health. In that case why should we
go and punish a man for mixing water with milk which we do ourselves ¥ If you want pure milk,
pay four annas for a measare, if you want ordinary milk, you pay three annas. The Municipal Aect
gives us only power to provide for public safety and public health. [should like to know under
what section or powers that we can make this law for adulteration. I don’t suppose 99 per cent. take
filtered water, but they only take water supplied by the pipe, If that is unhealthy we are to be
condemned. What we now propose to dois that if a man pours into the milk some water that we sup-
ply, we take him to the Police Court and get bim fined. Suppose lsend for 100 tins of ghee from
Vaniambady and T know it has come to me as ghee, and if it be not good you will get hold of me and
punish me for seiling adulterated article. The Penal Code does not punish a man for not knowing
the thing. Are we to go further than the Penal Code? We must have a coroner in all parts of
Madras to examine every bit of thing that comes to Madras. This will be thorough injustice, and
we will drive out the trade from Madras, for under these circumstances it will be thoronghly impos-
sible for any one to carry on trade in this city. Madras may be different from Bombay, Calcutta or
London ; ogr modes of thought are quite different from theirs. We ecannot compare Englishmen
with ourselves and say, because Englishmen do it we will do it.

Mg. W. D. Smirn :—Suppose you were on your death-bed and the doctor prescribes 10
grains of phenacitine and you are given only 5 graing of phenacitine mixed with 5 grainsof flor,
how would you like it ? Or, suppose doctor prescribes you a measure of milk per day and it is adultes
rated.

Mg. V. C. Desika Caaryak :—The burden of proving his innocence should not be thrown upon
the accused. Unless yon bring home to him the knowledge that the article was adulterated, it will be
hard to punish such a man. The onus of proof should not be on the merchant. The moment we
come to know that a man sells adulterated article knowingly, he may be prosecuted. You may
introduce a clanse whereby if a man sells unknowingly an adnlterated article, you may destroy that
article ; but I think it is too much to prosccute him criminally and get him fined. If yon take
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away that sting from the section the proviso is all vight. The prosecution has to prove that there

was fraud. 8
from more points

: ; province as Municipal

Commisgioners in proposing to undertake legislation in the direction indicated, Wo ape not, 1 be-
jieve under the Municipal Act, champions of commercial' or P“b““. morality.  Our rights, our pri-
vileges and our duties are defined in the Act under whw!n we exists, and s.ectmn 33 relates to onr
duties. As Commissioners we can only undertake such things as ave conducive to public safety.

Mg, M. Vexkararamiag Cueery :—This question has veally to be looked an
than one. In the first place we have to consider whether we ave within ouy

Svraron Lr.-Cot. WaLkeg :—The definition of our duty as Municipal Commissioners js Sk
before us. 1 therefore rise to a point of order. :

Mg, Venkararamian Cuaprry :—If attention has been paid to this aectifm, t,.here would be ne.
discussion, nor is the question put to Mr. Theagaroya Chetty by Mr, 'W. D. Smith 1‘n.ordm-, 1£ one
man’s health suffers, it is not public health. [i Mr. Smith is placed in any such position, Yvhich God
forbid, section 274 of the Penal (fode would come to hisaid. I would ask Dr. Walker t:n po.mh o.nt any
single passage in the whole of section 33 which would enable x'm to undrerts.l‘ce legmla?mln l.u'hlx-e
direction indicated. Yon might undertake the extirpation of the 'l‘ram way ltself‘.l)ecause‘ it is |]u_1m.l_
ons to private safety. Public health and public safety al'e' entirely (ht“t'et'cnt‘.- from private TezSt;h
and private safety. If a man went to a quack Doctor msho:u.l of an eminent Dogctor as Dr.
Walker, he may soffer ; but we are not going to ask Government on tvhuf. account | t(rl.
enact that all native physicians be sent out of the country and on.ly ‘pnss§fi ;ue? ‘ k;e allowhe
to practise’ medicine among us. Further, it ix a fundamental pmnclpl.e of elgx: ation t':,t
no legislation ought to be undertaken in any country nnles.ts there is absolute nectassx y
for it. Has it been shown that we ave suffering from the adulteration of drugs to such an em;: ln(:;u-:
extent that we caunot possibly put up with it any longer and that we thlld. thef-efore tylx:v? @ .L‘
assistance of Grovernment to undertake legislation in this matter ¥ | emph ntwnl]l) deny there is .utn)
such necessity. No facts or figures have been placed hefore us to show shs}t :.her{a 1: st'lch tnr;eo::: 3;‘
It s said that the Calentta Muanicipal Act contains a provision of that kind. ave gr eumsori,be&
myself, and I see that their powers are circumscribed in the way our powe;'sxH o 5% ———
However, that is no precedent for us to follow, They might have gone bﬁy(.).!}( e }pow;:tv,of .
some special authority. How can you explain the absence of such a pf;(.)\jldj;.)fl ; in o ml.c ,the pa
bay—a city narrower than onr own city, more commercial th»mr ours, "'. gity w nc]fksu%p 1e§ ’, g
of India with all necessary articles in all departments of t.'mde v’ I:r', in a oxtx :P }:3 ol[]n ;:,Wilker
tion was not undertaken, why should we have legislation in a city like x\.fIa.dra.sr 4 (Tug't : ;mwh %
t;ny chafe at us by calling us legal luminaries, yet the enactr‘nent‘tlmt i proposed ‘1s t 0 I
ﬂdvauce of civilised times and notions. The burden of proof is laid not on th‘e .nmor‘ u; o
dunal §vho is placed in the dock in any civilised country. If you accept the pt;nnsr;. abis cjir ey

my learned friend Mr. Desikachariav, the sting v:lill bt: .tak;n ont. :[:;?0[::0,?0:;::2 [:2::1 L adgh i
iat no nation ean undertake. . The proposed section does not Bho oxp i

1 i%:l:::a‘.t:(; :?‘hioln the right to es llish his inmogence. Are there not provl:;:ms .m t‘;\:i nf;n;:x?pa;
Act and in the Penal Code to afford sufficient guarantee g.gmnst acts such as o:e c.omzx.. G e
ti:ink“ﬂi"e‘ section relating to cheating is ample, b‘fe evidenxrg; ::n: Z:)) c;zex;gvi ) roaxl::a:d P

' i t have gone before us. n X

ﬁz?:l? li;e’;:::"“j: o:n::';?:ent;&ttoa ung:wta.ke any legislation at the present moment. T.here is
1o n:ed for itand it is beytmd onr jurisdiction. ‘Whn.t.evtr wrong doing t:tared mﬁ:{d h::e l:re :‘.‘l::
trade, it is sufficiently controlled by the law that alveady exists. As [. havetu re;;( ytl (,}memma“
champions of public morality or commereial morality, We have no ‘mght 0 T:G ’vne ) v‘mt bl
to undertake legislation in this matter, just as mueh as we have no .ng-ht ,t;'; ask Governm
vide for the regnlation of steamer traffic which does not affect public health.

Mr. S. Suspian Cugrry ;—I understand that section 367 was intrcdnced.irftn the M:.mctp'e:l

Act to give concurrent jorisdiction to the President. No donbt it must be admut:;l:haft t:.l emwo

- | | 7 seed, i fion [ L

i ] d, to give effect tosec
ras i noed after the Penal Code was passed, i :

t.ion o mt’?:: section 367 of the Act, concurrent juvisdiction is given to the Pres:der:t to hu.neh

Thm'for'ei unbefrre ﬂm Magistvate. We are indebted to the President for the figures gwe‘g by him ;

Pwﬂeﬂ“t“;“: g:ther from tiwm it appears that all the prosecutions launched by the President have
so faras [ can er |

_-our proposals to the latter class of evils,

achieved. I am strongly of opinion that the evil does exist and that a
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been successful—in some cases persons were imprisoned, and in others fined. The section has there-

) fore been worked with some suceess and is not a futile one. There is no force in the argument of

Dr. Walker that this section is futile.

SurGeoN L1.-Cor. WALKER :—This | must contradiet.
adulteration. The President said so.

The prosecutions were not for

Mg. Susslan Cuerry :—So far as this measure is comeerned, no necessity has been shown
for its introduction. Dr, Walker in his argument mentioned the case of mixture of fine sand with
sugar. [f he reads section 367 he will find that a prosecution can be maintained under that section,
for if sand is mixed with sugar no man can say thatit is fit for consumption. As to the argument
that Madras is called ‘ benighted,’ it is not at all certain that other Presidencies have any legislation
in this direction. Our President has told us, and T think we all know, that Bombay has no section
similar to this. If we are benighted, we are benighted along with the Bombay Presidency, so that
of the three Presidencies two are at one. Therefore that argument of Dr. Walker as to our being

benighted does not hold water. Is theve any necessity for this legislation ? Dr. Walker may say that
I am alegal luminary. However, I take that as a compliment. Reading the powers that we have, 1
find there is.no right tn make or suggest any legislation of this kind. 1 cordially endorse all the
remarks that have been made by my friend the legal luminary, Mr. Venkataramiah Chetty, and 1
hope Dr. Walker will not gradge my taking credit for his vemarks. The only test and the’ most
-erucial test is to see whether any such legislation is necessary, whether the President has been
helpless unider section 367 to secure public safety and public health. Unless there have been cases
which could come nnder section 367 whereby public safety or health is endangered, 1 do not think
that any legislation of this'kind should be undertaken. In the absence of any figares or cirecum-
stauces showing the necessity for this legislation, I for one should depricate any such measure as
this. 1 would even go to the length of saying that we would be arrogating to ourselves the powers
that are not vested in us. I Would also say that if the section 367A is introduced into the Act, there
will be room for people being unnecessarily troubled, the public peace would be disturbed in trying
to save public health. There will be complaints from merchants, and we ought to sympathise with
the mercantile communiiy who form a very large portion. It is but right that, before taking upon
ourselves any legislation, we ought to sre whether there is any necessity for it.

As far as we see, at
present there is no necessity for it, and I am therefore against it.

Mg. G. Susramanta Iyee :—I must say there is a good deal of scope for the working of a
well designed enactment for checking the dissemination of diseases arising from adulterated drngs
and articles of food. I do not labonr under the optimistic view, which my friend Mr. Venkataramiah

Chetty has pot forward, that adulterated articles are not sold to the injury of the people, but I think
day after day hounr after hour— :

Mgi. VENkATARAMIAH CHETTY INTERRUPTING :—1t is not enongh to call for legislation.

Mge. G. SusranaNia Iver :— Bven there T disagree with you.
that every day large quantities of things are being sold in bazaars and
to health—articles are purchased by the poorer classes in ignorance or carelessness, and the result i<
injury. Take, for instance, buttermilk, fruits and vegetables. Large quantities of these are sold
Phich affect greatly the public health. The evil exists to a very large extent. [ would go to the
ength of saying that drainage and water supply are not of so much importance as the prevention of
the consumption of injurious articles. Admittiug the evil and admitting the necessity for proper
legislation I think there is n point which deserves consideration. We ought to draw a distinction
between adnlteration which does not affect public health and adulteration which is to the prejundice
of the purchaser and caleulated to affect public health. If we keep this distinction in view and confine
we shall be doing a lot of good. The existing law is not

enough to keep out the evil. Let us investigate the matter and modify or amend the law. But, if we
interfere in the matter of adulteration which does not affect public health, I

sing our powers. If the Commissioners are of opinion that the present law
present evil, of which there is not the slightest doubt, it is the duty of the
the existing law and see if any modification or amendment cannot be

Everybody must be aware
streets which are injurious

think we will be transgres-
is inadequate to check the
Commissioners to examine
made to have the object

good deal of preventable
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