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G.0., No. 1153 P., 23rd September 1898,

.

Alloﬁra.nces to Subordinate Medical Officers on Pla

gue Duty,
Oommzmioating, with remarks, to the Surgeon-General, the Aooonntant-General, the Pres;.
dent, Municipal Commission, 8, and all Colleotors, lefter from the vernment of [pgi,
forwarding copy of correspondence regarding the grant of —; and regulating the allowanges of
Hospital Assistants on plague duty. 3




2

A e i o P I P o P i st P g
- ~ M—_w.—.—uwv.,“,--.-,..< i

No. 1153, P., 28gp SEpTEMBIR 18?%

GOVERNMENT op MADRAS,

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAT, DEPARTMENT .

Reap—the following paper :——

From R. NATHAN, Esq., Under Secretar to th
Department ( Medical),, to the Secretar§' to thee G? Yo
and Municipal Department, dated Simla, 20th August 1898, No 1125
’ . - .

1 am directed to forward, for the information of the Go

T TRth April 1605, aud onclaneey et No. 692, duted the  of the correspondence noted in th
pri an 5 . m
To the Government of the Punjab, No. 1123, dated the 20t Ye8Arding the grant of allowances 1.
0

I medical officers for plague duties
ENOLOSUREs_ :

From H. J. MAYNARD, Esq., Junior Secretar to G g :
Dependencies, Home (Medical and Sanim¥y), to 1?1:’: rg::::t;’ryl)&“{;l; and its
ment of India, Home Department, dated Lahore, 18th April 1898, No. 609;9:‘11-

I am directed to forward a copy of the correspondence marginally noted regard-

ing the grant to Assistant Surgeon ‘

Inspector-(}aneral of Civil Hospitals, No. 3168, dated 7th Bhugat R{Lm, on inspection dllty at the g St "
Pﬂ?}gt;nab::eigyéng legterdf;)mllnlspectozgo?;ggl of civii Kilka Railway Station, of a plague deputa- fi

i . 1366, date ovember s 2 . .

In%%égég:f%:zgaf;gg Civil Hospitals’ letter No. 119, dated f?;t:::x?gg?ﬁlOfl\}'ﬁimzlﬁs(i;t?;inﬁ'ol‘l%dir ftq:‘ .l 1.'
Sanitary—1157, dated 29th March 1897, ey S
and to convey the following remarks for the consideration of the Government of bl |
India. LY

2. With effect from the afternoon of the 25th August 1897 Assistant Surgeon ot
Bhagat Rdm, Sanitary Officer, Kdlka, has been employed, n addition to ks own duties, ! ?
on the medical inspection of passengers arriving at the Kélka Railway Station. |
Three trains arrive at Kdlka each day, the carliest at 5-15 .. and the latest at 20-15 L |
(=8-15 P.M.).

3. In Mr. Hewett’s letter No. 668, dated 23rd June 1897 » it was observed that
‘““the Government of India intended the allowances to be granted only to officers
employed exclusively and expressly on plague duty on account more especially of the
risks of that duty.” Tt was added that the Government of India were “af present
inclined to the opinion that the allowance should only be granted to Subordinate
Medical Officers employed at railway or other inspection stations, and such officers
have presumably been expressly gieputed to plague .duty, and would therefore be
eligible for the allowance under existing orders.” This letter was written in answer
to my letters Nos. 81 8. and 132 8., dated respectively the 28th May and the 8rd

June 1897, which represented that very few Medical Officers had at that time been
employed exclusively on plague work, and suggested that the orders on the subject
should be so framed as to allow of the grant of the allowance in cases where this
appeared to the Local Government to he desirable, even to officers who were not
exclusively employed on plague duty. The letter indicated the willingness of the
Government of India to consider the question farther, but invited in the first place
an estimate of the extra expenditure which the concession would involve. It arrived '
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: i - ing to the dimin n the virulence of the disease, the numhbey
:; ?n:;g:tiv;:::ﬁ;:awbefgng considerablyidiminished, and the Government of India were
informed in my letter No. 1264 S., dated 27th, August 1897, that the class of officers
only partially employed on plague duty had practically ceased to exist, and that
the Licutenant-Governor therefore withdrew the proposal under discussion, more
especially as, in any case, he would not have been prepared to suggest that any ruling
granting a deputation allowance to officep@fof that class should have retrospective
effect. The case of Bhagat Rdm came upffor orders after the date of this letter.

4. It would, T am to say, apparently be open to the Lieutenant-Governor to
secure some additional emolument to {&ssmtan_t Surgeon ]’.hagat Rdm by declaring
him appointed to special duty in addition to his ordinary duties and granting him a
depntation allowance, or by giving him an honqramum under article 89, Civil Service
Regulations, or a local allowance under article 187. All these methods would,
however, he thinks, involve something of an evasion of the orders which have alread
been cited, and he prefers therefore to refer the case Jor the consideration of the
Government of India, the rather that the present appears to him to be a favourable
opportunity of ascertaining the principles on whic.h, .in the opinion of the Government
of India, the plague deputation allowances, admissible to various classes of Medical
Officers employed in one way or another on duties connected with the detection,
prevention and treatment of the disease, should be regulated.

5. At the present time those duties vary widely in character, from the actual
treatment of the sick in hospital, and itineration in actually infected or suspected
areas, to the conduct of inspections at places more or less remote from the scene of
danger, and the supervision of sanitary precautions in places which are known not to
have been infected up to the present time. Where an officer is engaged on the actual
treatment of the sick there can be no doubt that he is entitled to the allowance.
Where he is engaged merely on preventive sanitary work at a distance from the scene
of the actual outbreak, it seems equally clear that he is not entitled to a plague allow-
ance, though it is possible that he may be entitled under ordinary rules, without
regard to the existence of plague in the Province or elsewhere in India, to some other
allowance on account of additional or exceptionally arduous duties performed, or for
some other valid reason. It is in the case of itinerating and inspeeting officers that
doubts are apt to arise. The Government of India orders appear to contemplate
something else beside special risk of infection as a ground for the grant of allowanees
for they assume that the allowances should be given to Inspecting Medical Officers
expressly deputed to this work, even though (as must obviously be the case when the
inspections are conducted at a distance from the scene of the outhreak) it does not
expose those who do it to any appreciable danger, and the Lieutenant-Governor hag
therefore a difficulty in determining the principles which should be applied.

6. Sir Mackworth Young’s own view, after a reconsideration of this subject, is

that the plague allowances admissible to Medical Officers should be given only, in

, cases where the duty done by them involves the risk of contraction of the disease,

s =2 Other allowances may be admissible to them where there is no such risk, but thege

should be given in accordance with ordinary financial rules and precedents which

would be equally applicable if their duties were in no way connected with the
existence of plague,

7. The effect of the adoption of this principle will be that Inspecting Medical

Officers will only in very rare instances, if ever, be entitled to a plague allowance
though they may, as in the case of Assistant Surgeon Bhagat Rém, be entitled tq
some other allowance of a different kind. The application of the rule to the itinerat-
ing officers will be somewhat more difficult, for in some cases these officers are touring
about where plague may be disgovered at any time, and they will be expected to
deal with slightly infected villages before the disease has developed sufficiently to
require them to be made over to the separate executive staff which arranges for
evacuation, the establishment of cordons and disinfection prior to the return of the
inhabitants, while in other, though fewer cases, the chances of the itinerating staff
coming into actual contact with the disease are comparatively small. Probably
however, these itinerating Medical Officers will, as a rule, be entitled to plagué
allowance if the proposed test of claims be adopted.
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To :

The Secy. to the Govte. of

oéfuﬁv*fud ’ )

Home pepartment.

Simla, the _Qé)h August 1898.

( Medical )i

Sir,
I sm directed to forward, for the information of the

governor in Couneil, & copy?of the correspondénée noted in

the margin regarding the grant offallowances‘to medical

officers for plague duties.

1 have the fionour to be,

% D;ﬁb\‘f’“’% /y/(ﬁ o ; i ‘Sir’

Your most obedient Servant,

(/ Z/\&W
\\\ Under Seev. to the Govt. of India.

alr
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No. 692. :
G From |
\ .' e H.:J- MAYNARD, ESQUIRE, &
\ .‘ » j" ¥ Funtor Secretary to Government,
f Punjab and 11 -D,ependencies,

§ To ¢
The SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,

HOME DEPARTM ENT:

Dated Lahore, 18th April 1898.

Home.
Medical and Sasitary.
SIR, g
I AM directed to forward a copy of the correspondence marginally noted

nspector:General of Civl — regarding the grant to- Assistant Surgeon Bhagat

N%‘ 3162, %ated 7th September 1807, R4m, on inspection duty at the Kalka Railway

unjab overament letter .to InS- i s 1

el of . Civl Eiacatiols, %tanon, %f_ a pligueh deputation allowance (,)f

o, 1366. dated T1th November 1807 s. 2 per diem, un or the terms of ‘Mr. Nathan's

Inspector General of Civil Hospitals'  Jetter No. E_Sanitz_u-y ’ dated 29th March 1&97 and
, 3 )

Jetter No. 119, dated 12th Juavary 1898, 1157
! to convey the following remarks for the consider-

ation of the Government of India.

A 2. With effect from the afternoon of the 25th Auzust 1897 Assistant

‘Surgeon Bhagat Rém, Sanitary Officer, K4lka, has been employed, i addition
‘o his own duties, on the medical inspection of passengers arriving at the
4lka Railway Station. Three trains arrive at Kalka each day, ‘the earliest
' at §-15 A. M. and the latest at 20-15 (=8-15 P. M.)

: _ In Mr. Hewett’s letter No. 668, dated 23rd June 1897 it was
| observed that the Government of India intended the allowances to be ,granted
 only to officers employed exclusively and expressly on plague duty ~on account
| more especially of the risks of that duty.” [It-was added that the ' Government
of India were at present inclined to the opinion that the allewance should only be
oranted to Subordinate Medical Officers employed ‘at railway or other inspection
~ stations, and such officers have _p_re‘sumab‘y been expressly deputed to plague

duty, and would therefore be eligible for the allowance under existing orders.”

This letter was written in answer to my letters Nés. ‘81S. and'132 S, dated
respectively the 28th May and the 3rd June 1397, which represented that very
few Medical Officers had at that time been employed exclusively on! plague work
“and suggested that the orders on the ‘subject should be so framed ‘as to allow
of the grant of the allowance 1n cases where this appeared to the: Local Govern-
ment to be ‘desirable, even to officers who were not ‘exclusively “employed on
lague duty. The letter indicated the willingness of the Government 'of India
to consider the question further, but invited in the first. place an estimate of the
extra expenditure which the concession would involve. It ‘arrived at a time
when, owing to the diminution in ‘the virulence of the 'disease, the number of
inspections was being considerably diminished, and the Government of India

';é;

g‘. were informed in my Tetter No. 1264 S, dated 27th August 1897, that the class
Bl of officers only partially employed on plague duty had practically ceased to
‘ }t ea':ist, apd that the Ltgutenant-Governdr therefore withdrew the ‘proposal under

il discussion, more especially as, in any case, he would not have been prepared to




suggest that any rulirig' granting a de
shggld have retrospective effect. Th
after the date of this letter.

Putation allowance to o

fficers of that class
€ case of Bhagat Rgm

came up for orders

L5 5- At the present time thosg duties vary widgly i,ﬂ cha
actual treatment of the sick ‘in hospital, and itineration in actuall
suspected areas, to the conduct of "'spections at places more ¢
from the scene of danger, and the supervision of sanitar

i i : distance from the scene of t

hen the inspections are conducted at a !
X does not };:xpose those who do it to any appreciable danger,
Lieutenant-Governor has therefore a dxfﬁculty in determmmg t

e e T uflrl'\-\l-

and the
he principles

€ to Medica] cers g
g1ven only in cases where the duty dgne by them involves the risk of col:w(::;gtnbe
of the disease, Other allowances may be .3 missible o (h N
such risk, byt these should pb

g ] m . &7
© 8Iven in accordapce with ore' Where thqre 1S no
and precedents which would be equally applicaple if t

heir duties we
connected with the existence of plague,

7- The effect of the adoption of thig
Medical Officers will only ; I

Nl some cases

. : eoming into 40¢
Isease are comparatively small.  Propap ¢ hOfever, fhes:a],',m :
cers will, as a rule, be entitled ¢o P'ague anowance if o1 Crating Medieal
claims be adopted, | e
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e Subiect pf

work done by
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J. P. HEWETT, Esg., C.LE,,
Secretary to the Government of India,

i '
Tae JUNIOR SECRETARY TO tuE GOVERNMENT OF THE
| PUN]JAB,
MEDICAL AND SANITARY DEPARTMENT.
H\ome Department, #
Medical. :
-
» . r__
Stmla, the 20 August 1898.
SIR,

\ 1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 692, “dated

the 18th April 1898, submitting, for the orders of the Government of ln:iia the

. luestion of the grant of a plague deputation allowance of Rs. 2 per die;n to

ssistant Surgeon Bhagat Ram, employed on inspection duty at the Kalka
Railway station, in addition to his own duties as Sanitary Officer, Kalka.

? 2. In view of the intention of the Government of India, expressed in the

etter from this office, No. 668, dated the 23rd June 1897, that the grant of
lague allowances should be confined to officers employed exclusively and
expressly on plague duty on account more especially of the risks of that duty, His
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor did not feel justified in exercising his c;wers
under the Civil Service Regulations to secure to Assistant Surgeon ghagalz Ram
some additional emolument for the extra work thrown upon him, and has accord-
ingly referred the matter for the consideration of the Government of India. His
' Honour the Lieutenant-Governor at the same time desires to ascertain the prin-
3 ;;iiﬂes on which, in the opinion of the Government of India, the plague de Ut'ftiori
allowances admissible to various classes of Medical Officers employed in Ic)me wa
or another on duties connected with the detection, prevention and treatment o};

the disease should be regulated, " * ;
aph 6 of your letter it is said that in Sir. Ma

»

it s ckiwo :

e allowances admissibleto Medical Officers shouldwbér&ciyYe(r)luggls

in cases where the duty done by them involves the risk of contracting thz

disease, and it is understood that the Lieutenant-Governor intends that ifb‘such

risk exists, the allowance shall be granted to every officer whether Who]ly,.pr 95,

partly employed on plague work, , y
4. In reply [ am to say that the adoption of this proposal would involve

a complete alteration in the orders which now regulate the grant of allowances
for plague duty, and the Governor General in Council does not consider such a

3. In paragr
opinion the plagu

change necessary or desirable. Those orders provide adequately for the -

~ remuneration of all officers wholly employed on plague duty, and the concessions
in regard to leave granted by the Finance Department Resolutions marginall
: ‘I‘O(ti?d afforc}, lbnl the o;c)linion of the Government o};
ndia, a suitable reward in the case c
,3?3‘3' s o S e June higher grades of the services emp]gfyf(:)gﬁ oer:s ;{ag’;z
) ‘ ] vyork, in addition to their ordinary duties. These con-
cessions, however, will be of little practical benefit to Suberdinate Medical Officers

No. 5047-P., dated the 15th No-

vl o251 “‘}7 L ~'
v ,OL' e by QL o bl i, Eo=. ,"8‘ T’G‘.B ;
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to ‘the gl'ant to them Of a lot:al a"owance und ' nCil ag'e?;g
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Regulations. 1t sh i .
_ should be subject toﬁﬂ\restr?r Article 38 (a), Civil Service

. _Ctions v‘. i
Article 98 of the Civil Service Rug 1o, dPUtAtION allowamee gt Allowance

a ! at, it : under
of passengers by road or filyay 1o iyioich 35 that of the e, §7C" only to

occurrence of plague.

5. Iam to suggest that Assistant §

osed of i . ur,
P O In accordance with these orders, »geon Bhagat Ram’s cage may. be dis

v !

I havye ¢ honour to be,

SIR,

iw Y |
our most obedient Servant
i )

J. . HEWETT,

- Sec ,
i rebary 1o the Goveynme
f &

nt of India.

“\-N.
.

G, C, Press, SimlameNo, 930 H, D.'-w-s‘ga-sm.

e

No. 3163, dated Lahore, 7th September 1897.
From— Surgeon Colonel D. 0'C. RavE, Inspector General of Civil Hospitals, Punjab,
rom—

To—The Junior Secretary to Government, Punjab, e

No. 1162 S, dated 18th August 1897, Home (Medical and
Sanitar)y)ogo}:wl:;fé to me the wishes of the Government of India that the inspec-
tion of passengers at Kalka should in future be conducted by an Assistant
Surgeon instead of a Commissioned Officer. I accordingly have directed Assistant
Surgeon Bhagat Rdm, Sanitary Officer, K4lka, to carry on the work in addition
5 rom the afternoon of the 25th August 1897. As this entails

to his own duties f ; . % : - |
considerable fatigue, trains having to be visited at intervals from morning till
midnight, I recommend that as a special case a deputation allowance of Rs. 2/

per diem may be granted to him. This will be a much more economical arrange-
ment than the appointment of an Assistant Surgeon wholly for inspection duty..

el

No. 1366, dated 1i1th November 1897.

From—H ]. Maynarp, Esquire, Junior Secretary to Government, Punjab,
To—The Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, Funjab,

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No 3163, dated
the 7th of September 1897, recommending that Assistant Surgeon Bhagat Rédm,
Sanitary Officer, K4lka, should be granted a deputation allowance ot Rs. 2 per
diem as a special case for the inspection of passengers at the Kélka Railway’

Station.

2. Inreply, I am directed to refer you to the correspondence ending
with my endorsement to your address, No. 1265 S., dated the 27th of August
1897, which shows it to be the intention of the Government of India (vide Home
Department letter No. 66%, dated the 23rd of June 1897) that an. allowance of
the kiid should be only admissible to Subordinate Medical Officers who may be
“employed exclusively and expressly on plague duty’ and “ on account more
especially of the risks of that duty. " Under these circumstances and seeing that
there can be no risks worthy of consideration in conducting inspection at a place
like Kalka, it seems impossible to make out a special case. His Honor therefore:
regrets his inability to forward your recommendation on behalf of Assistant.

Surgeon Bhagat Ram to the Government of India..

—

No 119, dated Lahcre, 12th January 1898,
From —Snrgeon-Colunel D. O'C. Ravg, m.p, Iuspector-General of Civil Hospituls, Punjab;.
To—The Junior Secretary to Gove nment, Punjab.

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1366,
dated 11th November 1897, Home (Medical and Sanitary), regarding the plague
allowance proposed for Assistant Surgeon Bhagat Rdm, Inspecting’ Medical
Officer, Kélka, and venture once again to submit it fir the consideration of

Government.

2. [ was aware, in'recommending an® allowance of Rs. 2 a'day in Sep-
tember last, that Assistant Surgeon Bhagat Ram was not entitled to it under the-
terms of Government of India, Home Department, letter No. 668, dated 23rd
June 1897, but his case was so special that I had no hesitation in making that
recommendation. Perhaps, in doing: so,.I did not make the special nature of

the case clear enough.
Assistant Surgeon Bhagat Ram’s appointment is that of Sanitary
Officer, K4lka, where on account of the tra.ﬂic'to Simla it was held necessary to-
have a special officer to look after the sanitation of the town and' the frequent
inspection:of.people putting up in  serais, cartsheds, &c..
/.
+
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4. Owing to the strain _on all branches of the Medjcal Service, 1 was
obliged some months ago to make Assist

ant Surgeon Bhagat Ram take charge
of the Kilka Dispensa}ry in addition to h; : : !

order to set free the Dlglpensary Hospital Assistant for ing
road entering K4lka, his, though it added to Assistant S
work considerably, was not an undue amount of extra duty,

5. At this time the railway inspections were done by a Commissioned
Medical Officer, who drew for this” work g special allowance  of Rs, 300
monthly. Military necessities caused the withdrawal of that officer, and
eventually your letter No., 1164 S. of the ;8¢ August last authorized the
posting of an Assistant Surg i i

here was none
¢ made was to adq the inspec-

pection duty on the
urgeon Bhagat Ram's

Ordinarily speaking, the inspection of a f
but in the present instance not only was the
occupied, but the hour at which the m
a sufficiently onerous duty. The first

€W trains daily ’
. Assistant Sul(‘igeon already fully
OTnINg train arrived rep ered its inspection

! train arrives at g.; »and to be present
at the station on its arrival means that 2 man m

ust daily leave his house about
a quarter before 5 o‘clock. There are two other

trains, one at 9-50 and one at
20-15.  From this it will be seen that although the extra duty imposed on Ass;st-

If there were an Assistant Surgeon available solely for

» railway inspec tion
duty, I would place him at Kélka, but at present there i none.

Punjab Government Press, Lahore-—x8-4-'98—33.
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