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We are all aware that the epidemic of Plague isg how
Prevalent in India, In days gone by several countries_had

been devagtated by Et. Lbout 60 years ago this dire disedse

- appeared in Bagdad and committed & havog among itg Population

Quite récently about 4 years ago it broke out in Ching ang
Hongkong and clasimed thousands of\victims. India had till
recently enjoyed perfect immunity from it, but fop the last
two .years it hags visited this.country also as an uninvited
guést. We a11 know howmuch Bombay had suffered fron ity &
most populous and busy town has in g short time been reduceq

to dewastation. Tt breaks ones heart to think of the terripie

- mortality there. We have not been able to ascertain the pop-

rect figure as the beople have been concealing deaths to

evade plague rules, but as fdr as the authoritieg have been
able to ascertain the daily géﬁiggm death rate wag aﬁzﬁt 200;
f;om this you can form an idea Of the total mortality during
the two years. It is thé general belief that thig appaling

Tigure has been due to overcrowdedneSS of the City and to the

neglect of the people to carry out preventive neagures, Even

now the death rate there avarages between 20 & 30 In adqie
tion to BombaY,Sindh,Karrachee,Poona,the Punjab andg some'por-:
tion of the Nizam’s dominion§'have also suffereqd considerably,

from the plague. It is now bprevalent in Calcutta in a mild

- form but its futuré‘attigude Temains to be seen gg according

to Medical opinion the cold weather is very conducttre tq
deveidpment, an opinion Which has |

in tﬁe'ém of Bombay. The disease is now Taging in Hupyg
"hieh e o0 the Border of Bellarh ol the daily nortality
there is very near 100, Iﬁ has also reached Bahgalore“and
soﬁg cases haﬁe‘occurred in Gﬁntakul,Hospét, S TiruValun4,

s
a village lying between ircot and Vellope, It will pe seen

f#&mlthiﬁ that it is approaching slowly %bwards Madras gng
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'déhould it (God forbid) ever break out amongst us hoy are we
prepared to meet it and what should we do to arrest 1ts pro-
gress and thereby ‘save dear lives Trom it. It ig true some
(people look upon it as a "visitation", put in any case we
cannot remain indifferent and inartive looking on,itsmapproahA
b i with folded hands;, we must adopt necessary brecautionary
easures. It is dangerous to wait to the last hour gg we wiljl
g | then find ourselves in g most confused state ang unable to 4o
3' anything. Our holy book Says that on the day of Teésurrection

brother wiill flee from brother, friend from friend, Darentg

from children and children from barents, The Prevalence of

for one to retain his proper Senses. At present When we gee
4 or 5 cases of Cholers in a street we get terror stracken

and have no mind to attend the Tunerals; what then would be

our condition when nothing byt the sound of death knell is |

heard from all sides, It wag in thig berplexed sbate of mind

jon the community at large. We Ought to take g lesson frop

this and should‘always endeavour to Maintain our loyalty ang f

g : : ‘ ' good conduct fresm which Madras ig Teputed., It ig g well known

the other hand it ig itsg duty to see that jtg Subjects are
well protected from such diseases. The Government, is Chiefly
# » ’
- guided in matters of publie health by the advice of itg

Medical Officers. Doctors are undnimoyg in theiy opinion that

£l ague
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-.}iéé&é'ié_anuinfectious diéease rendering segregation ahgo-
lutely necessary. Government has on this principle eMacted
some rules the translation of which will be published goon
igextenso. I however give here the purport of a few of the'
more important ruies for the information of my co-religion-
ists. \

(Baxras 1,5,4,8,9,11,13,14,& 16 of the Regulations
for the City of Madras.)

Should plague break out in Mad@as all these rules will

begiven effeat to without any exception. Experience hasg
;hown that these preventive measures have proved successtul
’ inother parts of India, and it is therefore not at all likely
| that Government will abstain from enforcing them in Madras.,.
The'sole object of Government in laying down these rules is
to avert the commog danger and not to interfére with the
. religious or social scruples of the people. We all know from
the outset that Government has never identified itself with
any such intergference but at the same time it does not hesi-
tate to do its duty when necessary. We must carefully study
and digest these rulegs Should any of them appear objection-
able a respectful representafion may be made if necessary in‘
a COnstitutédﬂﬁgQ, but in any case it is most ;S;ﬁ;ﬁiﬁie and

dangepops to offer any resistance. Government has very kindly

allowed us to make our own arrangements for segregation sub-
jet to the approval of the Health Officer; we should thank-
fully take advantage of this concession to the fullest ex-
tent. Shoulq we fail to do so we can have no cause for dige
satisfaction when the authorities carry out the segregation
in their own way. My proposal is that in sach centre or con-

'Fvenient locality two houses should at once be rented and set
;apart as segregation camps one Tor Mussalman Gosha females

i aﬁ‘the other Tor those males who have ansversion to go to
Municival camps. These houses should be provideq with the
necessary equipment &ca. on a small 8cale, it is not neces-

sary,however, to engage the services of lMedicgl men or ser-

vants at present. In localities which cannot afford to bear

the
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"the cost of two camps one camp may be opened and it may be

'divided into'two”pafts, one being reserved for Goshg females.
This scheme will not cost much. The rich and well-to-do mem-
bers of the community ought to come out with handsome sub -
scriptions at this juncture, in fact every person is likely
to contribute his mite ungrudgingly. in influential Central
Committee should be'f%SSEJto carry out this scheme and it
should be assisted by local committees of which there should
be one in each logality composed of one or two members of
each denominat‘&hliving there. Thede latler should superintend
the working of the segregation camps in their respective
divisions subject to the supervigion and control of the
Central Committee. It is unnecessary to enter into detailg

commence
here. We must eemmmee work at once and with thig view the

influential members and”Moulavéé”of the community should call
out a general meeting of all Muhammadans of the city to con-
sider this question and to concert necessary measures. The
members of the Central Committee should be selected at this
meeting. A subscription list should also be opened on the |
spot and a small sub-Committee nominated +to cllect them.
This sub-Committee should have g representative of its own
in, every locality. Another small sub-Committee ghould also
be formed in each locality to detect g11 cases of plague in
it. If we undertake these steps they are sure to meet with
the approval of Government and secure its sympathy.

There ig another matter which I wish to impregs on
the minds of gﬁﬁy co-religionists. As Vaccination ig carried
out as a preventive for small-pox, Similarly inoculation is .
carried out as a preventive ror Plague. Medical men are of
opinion that it has a very useful effect. Thousands of Ppeople

of all nationalities and chiefly Muhammadang in Calcuttg, have

subjected themselves to this process and it ig mainly due to

this reason that plague has not assumed an epidemic forn therp e

Unlike: 1n ®waccination inoculation jig conducted by Special
muropean Medical Officers who do it Very skilfully, When

energency arises we should go in largely for inoculation

Without
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without any fear or hesitation as experience has shown that
it is very efficacious. We must enhdeavour to resort to all.
miaasures to suppress the plague and then look for Heaven’s
help. My representations are exclusively based on National
wyt sy#paﬁhy as it is a matter of considerahle regret that we
sh;uld neglect our opportunities and eventually subject our-
selves to worries and humiliations. According to a ﬁg}sion ;

poet a wise person does not do an act which ends in regret.

(8d.) Ghulam Mahmood.

The above advice is a very sound one and we trust
that the leadersor the Community will take early steps to

give effect to it.

(8d.) Muhammad Jadmood XKhan Bahadur,

»» Hajil Abdul Aziz Padshah Saheb
Bahadux,

»» Haji Mowlavee Mahmud Sazheb,

5, Mowlavee Murtuza Saheb.
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| loyal and very capable sorvant of
il Government, and the example he has
 set of coming forward in his private

4 tions when enforced will cause heart-
- | burning avd discontent. Mr. Ghulam
| Mubammead points oot the true

{18 by educating the ma-ses as to the

g o (-2
g e e e

)AY EVENING JULY 14,

place,ns & general _aypea_l, n
mns of our contemporaries,
ym it has been well-received,
ve suy P—it deserves to be.
et two opinions, those of]
ail and Hindu, as the repre—
ives, respectively, of the two
nwunities, Kuropean aud Native,

rst observes : —

i e letter that we publish to day

ro Me.  Ghulam ~ Mubammad
an Suhib Bahadur deserves the

ousideration of our native readers.

be writer is well koown as a very

capacity to tle aid of the Government
1o the precautions it is taking against
plague will, we hope, be widely follow- |
ed It is inevitable that the regula-

way of obviating the evil, and that

motive of Government and the nature
of the diseaze.”

The second writes thus ;:—

“In our correspondence columns
to-day, we publish a letter from Mr.
Ghulam ﬁuhammaﬂ Kban Sahib
Banadur with reference to the pre-
cautions to be taken in view to Lhe
advent of the plague. The _writer is
a prominent member of his community |
aud his well-considered Egﬂm{mﬂ
will we are sure, prove use ul to _th‘g
Government and the public. It is
highly creditable that a Mubhammadan
gentieman should take such an ex-
tremely liveral avd tolerant view of
the measures of Government, because
to the extremely conservative com«
manity to which he belongs the mea-
sures proposed by the Government,
at least many of them, caonot prove

that the Mubammadans of
gdo:dt;:s will follow the lead of such |
friends of Government us Mr. Ghulam |
Muohammad.” b sl |
We congratulate the Manager of
the Sg.-G’s office on his opportune ?_
eudeavour to set the house in order, |
against a peril that is almost at our
door, thus affording yet another!
proof—if one be necessary—of his
loyalty to the Government and his|
adequate uppreciation of the duties
Pf’d res) ousibilities devolving upon

| him as a good citizen and—to use,

a well-thumbed phrase—a man of
| “light and leading” among his com-

very acceptable; and we hive no|

o —

with all our public institutions, the

Anjuman«i-Mofid-i-Islam, the An-|

Jjuman-i-Himayeth-i-Islam the Cen-

tral Mubammadan Association &e,,

and lays himself out upon occasion
to foster a taste for English lite-

‘ratore and leM-cnlbmis-in‘ﬁne, he

takes & conspicuous lead in
all good works, not the loast of

'which, we take it, is this his latest

appearance in publie, by which he
laudably endeavours to 'nfaké smooth
the path of a Government putting
on 1ts whole panoply against thau
possible invader, the Plague.By his
admonition betimes, he renders
two-fold service—service to his peo-

ple and ' serviee to the administra- |-

vion, which latter must be glad to

Lave a daisman standingbetween |

it and the npstable masses, too often
led into glippery places by their
ingrained prejudices or bagd advi-
sers, playing upon those prejudices
and thewr general ignorance, We
hope to be spared, by his interposi-
tion,a harvest as bitter as that which
Calcutta and Bombay rue even unto
this day. Haperientia docet.Our people
bave now before them the entire
case stated lucidly and exhuustive-
ly. It after this timely premoni-
ulon, they should err, and stray
irom the right path, like lost
sheep, tho blame wonld be theirs,
Neither in word nor deed shounld
they attempt to thwart the benevo-
lent measures of the administration
in deuling with the insidicus and
cruel pest, shonld it come, which

| Heaven forbid ! If they have cause o

objection to this or tliatdetail, they
should express it through their re-
presentatives,eschewing force, wiich
18 “ro argument.” Mr, Ghulam
Mabmood has done his duty ; it
remains with those appealed ‘to—
Muslims as well as Hindag—to
travslate his advice into action, and
we are assured they will,

i

mnni’ty. His ‘aotiviﬁy is tireless, In-|
scribing on his phylactery the motto !
“Self-Help,” he identifies himself |
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CORRESPONDENCE. .

0 . 1 1
THE ED1TOR OF “THE MUHAMMADAN"
Sir,

bay and the Nizam’s Dominions. >hould
such an undesirsble contingeney ever arise
how sre we prepared to meet 1 t, and what
should ke done by us to co-operate with

.| Government and to strengthen its hands in

ite efforts to sarrest the progrees of the
disense ! What sleps chonld we adopt to

ecenes which huve left s permanent merk
on Culcutta snd Bombay, and Lo prove
oureelves true to our old traditions for
loyalty snd good citizenship By “ oure

subjects who form the Madrasg population,
Unle:s timely and precautionsry measnres
are adopted by the conjoint efforts of all
commuvities we shall ind ourselves in sn

and most effcctive ttep in this direction
will be to educute the macses in Plague
literature by means of Vernaculur pamphe
lets and tructs, through the columps of the
Vernaculor Press, snd by the agency of the

| prieethood. We thould place helore them

a short history of the disease, the huvoe it
bas made in the countries it has visited,

|| wnd the good reeults achieved by the pre
"| ventive und remedial measures adopted by

|

[

ud

the suthorities, It should be cleurly exe
plaived to them that in framing the Plague
rules the Govervment is 8ctuated by (he
noble motive of bumenity end tha j, has
not the slightest intention or the rem.otegt
idea of infringing the religious ecruples or
the eocial usages of BLY community, The
foct should be brought heme to them that
the Government stands in the position of a
gusrdian to its eubjecta snd is imperutively
bound to see that ths reople commirted to
ite cure are free from o)l risks and dangers.

it is 8 well-known fact that a gardener

removes a jutrified lesf or fruiv from a tree
to prevent other purts of the tree from being
affected, and that a doclor Temoves s
brcken or disensed limb  from e body of
his patient to save his life. IpJ; © man-
ner it is the duty of Gove roment 1o saye
its tubjecte from the dengers of ‘€xposure
oud the ritks of irfection—yng surely no
Sane perfon can find fault with it for doing
80. ln its solicitude for the well being of
its eubjects, the Government loys down
certain rules and regulutions which in the
opinion of its medical and 88nitary advigers
are considered uecessury to minim ge the
evil ¢ffects of the disense thould it brea)
out, end it kehoves sll goog Citizens who
have the common  welfare at hegpy 10 con
operate with Governmeng by sfordin all
facilivies in (beir power for the cangin

out of its scheres, Iy ig Quite possible (b
some people muy have 80 bVersion Lo ap

rarticulsr rule or rules sng n euch cageg x’f
8 proper and respectiul Tepresentation js
wude to Government in 4 constitntiong]
way through their leaders, Government is

ations, but they ghonid ot take pn thems

eelves the dungerous tagk f resisti
1 ist
rule, howeve_r_ objeczionnbé—it mnyl:gp.e?.{

»
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eave our Presidency from those disgraceful

selves” 1 do not mean Mussalmns alone, |
*| but 8ll those sections of Her Majesty’s

extremely dsngerous position when the evil |
bour sirives, 1 am of opinion that the first |
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"'Ov»mcis' oF SURGEON-G'ENERAL

wrm THE GOVERNMENT oF MADRAS,

Madrac, J / ~ _lugust _1898,.

.
}SURGEON- Maior-[ENERAL £ )SIB?HOR?B, C.B, F. R C.P Ry
SURGEON-GENERAL WITH THE
GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,
: ‘ X

Tug HoN'sie 1HE CHIEF SECRETARY 10 GOVERNMENT,

Public - Deparrveng,

Sie,

I have the honour to . orward for the information of
Government a pamphlet in Hindustani on the subJect O plagggg,
complled published and circulated at his own cost by/ qu
Ghulam Mahmud Khan Saheb my office Manager, along with a
translation of the same.

28 Some time ago he also published an Inglish
letter on the same subject in the Madras Mail ( in its
issue of 7% guiy 1898) and it was well received by the
whole Madras Press. Cuttings of the same are Herewith en- =
cldsed.

S - I am glad that Mr.Ghulam Mahmud has taken the

' lead in this matter amongst the Native population of theé
Presidency. I hope his loyal and timely action and his fur-
ther endéavours‘in this direction will help in pacifying the |

-feelings of the Muhammadan: Community and in Strengtﬁening 3
the hands of Government.

: 4. That he has already secured the oonfldence of
the 1nf1uenbia1 members of the community is abv1oug from

“the sg,ﬁnatures arfixed to his pamphlet in token of their

approval%&& & I have the honour to be,
2 B
Your most obedient. Servant,

//'W

Surgeon—MaJor-Genpra,l
Surgeon—-General with the
Government of Madras.,

By

f
Areled . ;//_‘f +d /g( ,p:/' /¢ !
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